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Why Digitize?

• Provide free public access to EPA documents
– Search and retrieve, download, print or order documents

• Resource for EPA staff and Network libraries
– Desktop access to documents

– Increase collections without consuming valuable space

• Complement to print distribution center
– National Service Center for Environmental Publications – NSCEP

– Current inventory of over 7,000 print documents

Digitization at EPA

• Digitization project managed by OARM-Cincinnati
– Office of Administration and Resource Management

– Digitization done by contract staff

• Initial efforts began in early 1990’s
– ~3000 documents digitized using Clarit

• NEPIS digital archive created in 1996
– National Environmental Publications Internet Site - NEPIS

– http://www.epa.gov/nscep

– Look and functionality has evolved to meet needs

Digitization at EPA

• Digitization has continued since early 1990’s

• ~15,000 documents in NEPIS in 2006

• Documents from closing libraries digitized by  

January 2007
– Added over 10,000 documents to inventory

– Detailed tracking of materials transferred for digitization with

shipping manifests

Digitization at EPA

• Moratorium on moving library materials halted further 
digitization in Spring 2007

• Digitization processes reviewed by outside experts
– Usability study

– Enhancements to systems

• NEPIS continued to add documents through Web 
harvesting

• Links to digital documents included in online catalog 
records



2

Digitization at EPA

• ZyLab Imaging System hardware and software

• Tagged Image File Format (TIFF)

• Metadata input from shipping manifest and harvested 

from online catalog records

• Files stored on public access servers at NCC

NEPIS Digital Repository

• Current inventory of over 31,000 documents

• Full-text search capability

• Search cloud refinement tool
– Additional search terms based on content of documents in results

• Search results display document cover thumbnails

• Ability to download, print, or order hard copy 

documents
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By the Numbers…

FY2009 Statistics (as of June 1)

• Digital publications – 31,220
– New titles added this year – 3,348

• Page count – 2,973,591

• Web hits – 16,095,581
– 8.6% increase over FY2008

• Downloads – 52,306

Current Status of Digitization

• Library Network developed detailed procedures 

based on best practices
– Digitization Processes for EPA Libraries

– Outlines how to prioritize and handle materials to be digitized

• Moratorium lifted after library policy and procedures 

signed by CIO in May 2009

• Planning is underway to resume digitization efforts 

later this summer

Moving forward with digitization

• Prioritize documents for digitization
– Any unique documents – only one copy exists

– Repository collections

– Other Network libraries

• Prepare documents for transfer
– All must be cataloged and have document numbers

– Carefully packed and labeled

– Detailed shipping manifests for accurate tracking

• Retain two print copies
– One in repository for use; one in dark archive
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Resources for more information

• EPA Library Digitization Report
– www.epa.gov/nscep/digitization.html

– Describes processes used to digitize EPA documents

• Process for Review of Digitization Procedures
– www.epa.gov/libraries/digitization_procedures.htm

• EPA National Library Network
– www.epa.gov/libraries

Contact:

Deborah Balsamo
National Program Manager

EPA National Library Network
balsamo.deborah@epa.gov

www.epa.gov/libraries
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