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The National AcademiesThe National Academies

THE NAS, NAE, IOM & NRC

NAS
(1863)

ACT OF INCORPORATION
Bruce Alberts

NRC
(1916)

By- Laws, Executive Orders
Articles of Organization

NAE
(1964)

Chartered under the Act
William A. Wulf

IOM
(1970)

Chartered under the Act
Harvey Fineberg

NAS
(1863)

ACT OF INCORPORATION

NRC
(1916)

Bylaws, Executive Orders
Articles of Organization

NAE
(1964)

Chartered under the Act

IOM
(1970)

Chartered under the Act

PurposesPurposes

o To advance science and technology

o To advise government
On policy for advancing science, engineering 
and medicine

On applications of science, engineering, and 
medicine to policy issues

Major Program UnitsMajor Program Units

Behavioral and Social Sciences and EducationBehavioral and Social Sciences and Education
Earth and Life StudiesEarth and Life Studies
Engineering and Physical SciencesEngineering and Physical Sciences
Institute of Medicine Programs Institute of Medicine Programs 
Policy and Global Affairs DivisionPolicy and Global Affairs Division
Transportation Research BoardTransportation Research Board

Methods of OperationMethods of Operation

Consensus Studies of Expert CommitteesConsensus Studies of Expert Committees
Convening ActivitiesConvening Activities

WorkshopsWorkshops
RoundtablesRoundtables

Operational ProgramsOperational Programs
Fellowship ProgramsFellowship Programs
Managed ResearchManaged Research
Education and TrainingEducation and Training
DatabasesDatabases
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Consensus StudiesConsensus Studies

Conducted by committee of experts;Conducted by committee of experts;
Members serve Members serve pro bono;pro bono;
Ability to get the very best to serve;Ability to get the very best to serve;
Seek consensus judgments of balance panel of Seek consensus judgments of balance panel of 
experts;experts;
Rigorous peer review process;Rigorous peer review process;
Independence from government.Independence from government.

Example Titles, 1Example Titles, 1

Guidelines for Embryonic Stem Cell ResearchGuidelines for Embryonic Stem Cell Research
Climate Change Science:  An Analysis of some Key Climate Change Science:  An Analysis of some Key 
QuestionsQuestions
Rising Above the Gathering Storm: Energizing and Rising Above the Gathering Storm: Energizing and 
Employing America for a Brighter FutureEmploying America for a Brighter Future
To Err is Human: Building a Safer Health Care To Err is Human: Building a Safer Health Care 
SystemSystem
Strengthening Forensic Science in the United States: A Strengthening Forensic Science in the United States: A 
Path ForwardPath Forward

Example Titles, 2Example Titles, 2

Emerging Technologies to Benefit Farmers in SubEmerging Technologies to Benefit Farmers in Sub--
Saharan Africa and South Asia Saharan Africa and South Asia 
Gender Differences in Critical Transitions in Careers in Gender Differences in Critical Transitions in Careers in 
Science, Engineering and Mathematics FacultyScience, Engineering and Mathematics Faculty
ReRe--Engineering the 2010 Census: Risks and ChallengesEngineering the 2010 Census: Risks and Challenges
The New Orleans Hurricane Protection System: The New Orleans Hurricane Protection System: 
Assessing PreAssessing Pre--Katrina Vulnerability and Improving Katrina Vulnerability and Improving 
Mitigation and PreparednessMitigation and Preparedness

Example Titles, 3Example Titles, 3

Review of Review of DOEDOE’’ss Nuclear Energy R&D ProgramNuclear Energy R&D Program
Acute Exposure Guidelines for Selected Airborne Acute Exposure Guidelines for Selected Airborne 
ChemicalsChemicals
Estimating Mortality Risk Reduction and Economic Estimating Mortality Risk Reduction and Economic 
Benefits from Controlling Ozone Air Pollution Benefits from Controlling Ozone Air Pollution 
Potential Impacts of Climate Change on U.S. Potential Impacts of Climate Change on U.S. 
TransportationTransportation
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Other Types
Letter Reports
Mtg Summaries
Study Reports

Year Completing Review
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Number of Study Reports and Other
Documents Produced Each Year, 1994-2008 Examples of Big ImpactsExamples of Big Impacts

Stem Cell GuidelinesStem Cell Guidelines affected affected NIHNIH’’ss proposed ethical proposed ethical 
requirements for stem cell research.requirements for stem cell research.
Federal CAFE Standards revised based on 2001 Federal CAFE Standards revised based on 2001 
report.report.
Congressional and administration commitments to Congressional and administration commitments to 
NSF funding and science education based on NSF funding and science education based on 
Gathering Storm.Gathering Storm.
Revamping of hospital procedures, medical Revamping of hospital procedures, medical 
education, resident duty hours per education, resident duty hours per To Err is Human.To Err is Human.
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Impact Depends on AudienceImpact Depends on Audience

Climate Change Science:  An Analysis of some Key Climate Change Science:  An Analysis of some Key 
QuestionsQuestions
Great Lakes Shipping, Trade, and Aquatic SpeciesGreat Lakes Shipping, Trade, and Aquatic Species
Does the Built Environment Influence Physical Activity?Does the Built Environment Influence Physical Activity?

More Typical ImpactsMore Typical Impacts

Legislation passed requiring new consumer Legislation passed requiring new consumer 
information about role of tires in fuel economyinformation about role of tires in fuel economy
Improved riskImproved risk--based guidance to local based guidance to local 
governments regarding zoning for residential governments regarding zoning for residential 
development near highdevelopment near high--pressure gas pressure gas 
transmission linestransmission lines
Congressional authorization of targeted research Congressional authorization of targeted research 
program to address highway safety, reliability, program to address highway safety, reliability, 
renewalrenewal

Transportation Research BoardTransportation Research Board

Annual Meeting, Conferences, WorkshopsAnnual Meeting, Conferences, Workshops
Cooperative Research Programs: Highways, Cooperative Research Programs: Highways, 
Transit, Airports, Freight, Hazmat TransportTransit, Airports, Freight, Hazmat Transport
Consensus Policy StudiesConsensus Policy Studies
Strategic Highway Research ProgramStrategic Highway Research Program
Bibliographic Databases (TRIS Online, RIP, Bibliographic Databases (TRIS Online, RIP, 
Publication Index)Publication Index)

TRB ProductsTRB Products

Consensus Policy Study ReportsConsensus Policy Study Reports
Journal Journal –– Transportation Research RecordTransportation Research Record
Cooperative Research Technical ReportsCooperative Research Technical Reports
Workshop and Conference ReportsWorkshop and Conference Reports
TRIS Bibliographic DatabaseTRIS Bibliographic Database
TRB Website TRB Website –– TRB.orgTRB.org
eNewslettereNewsletter
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http://http://www.nationalacademieswww.nationalacademies
.org.org//

http://http://trb.orgtrb.org//


