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Overview
• Technology-specific sources for business information

– Chemistry
– Patent
– Bibliographic

• Case Studies
– Competitive intelligence
– Searching for people/organizations
– Exploring licensing information
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A number of databases exist that focus specifically on 
business sources in the chemical industry and related 
fields 
• Chemical Industry Notes (CIN®)

• Chemical Business NewsBase (CBNB)

• Newsletter Database (NLDB)

• Materials Business (MATBUS)

• IMS databases (pharmaceuticals)

• RAPRA (polymers)
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Chemical Industry Notes (CIN) covers worldwide 
business events in the chemical industry since 1974 

Database type: bibliographic

Sources: journals, trade publications, newspapers, newsletters, 
government publications, etc.

Coverage: 1974-present (~1.6 million records)

Update frequency: daily

Alerts: weekly or bi-weekly

Producer: CAS

Special features: classification codes (CC), geographic term field 
with thesaurus (GT), named person field (NA)
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CIN highlights:
• Classification Codes to focus your search

– A: Production
– B: Pricing
– C: Sales
– D: Facilities
– E: Products and Processes
– F: Corporate Activities
– G: Government Activities
– H: People

• Geographic Term thesaurus is an invaluable resource and terms 
can be used in other databases as well. 

• CAS Registry Numbers® are searchable as part of the basic index.

• Company name thesaurus in CAplusSM can be used to gather 
terms for the company field searching.
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Geographic Terms Thesaurus in CIN
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CIN Example Record:
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Chemical Business NewsBase (CBNB) covers worldwide 
news affecting the chemical industry and end-user 
segments 
Database type: bibliographic

Sources: journals, trade publications, newspapers, company reports, 
stock broker reports, books, press releases, advertisements, 
government publications, etc.

Coverage: 1984-present (~1.3 million records)

Update frequency: daily

Alerts: weekly

Producer: Elsevier Engineering Information

Special features: classification codes (CC), geographic term field 
(GT), controlled term field (CT), SIC number field (SIC)
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CBNB Highlights:
• Controlled indexing (term and code) is available for company 

name and geographic term fields.

• SIC code field can be searched using terms or 2, 3, or 4 numbers.

• Don’t forget to consider the language of the original document.

• Chemical name field is searchable but not standardized

• CAS Registry Numbers are searchable in the basic index.
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CBNB Example Record:
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Newsletter Database (NLDB) covers newsletters from 
technical industries and companies worldwide 
Database type: full text

Sources: over 600 business and industry newsletters

Coverage: 1988-present (~6 million records)

Update frequency: daily

Alerts: weekly

Producer: Gale Group

Special features: geographic term field (GT), controlled term field 
(CT), NAIC field (NAIC), word count field (WC)
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Numerous types of resources exist to get information 
from patents
• Full-text patent databases

– Large volume of data, so search must be carefully crafted
– Language barrier can be a challenge
– Fields such as Agent and Number of Claims can provide unique 

information

• Indexed bibliographic databases containing patents
– Derwent WPI, INPADOCDB, CAplus, PIRA, RAPRA, TULSA, etc.
– Intellectual indexing adds access points for better retrieval 
– Enhanced and translated titles/abstracts
– Thesauri and data harmonization tools enhance searches

• Databases covering legal status
– INPADOCDB, PCTFULL, USPATFULL, IFICLS, IMSPATENTS
– Provide information on assignment, abandonment, expiration, etc.
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Useful business information can also be found in 
traditional bibliographic sources 
• The abstracts of review articles frequently contain market 

overview information including sales volumes and key industry 
trends.

• Well-developed thesauri are useful in finding all the relevant terms 
for a technology or grouping company names.

• Cited references can direct you to additional useful sources.

• Thesauri will help find relevant controlled terminology for 
business concepts if they exist.
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Reviews often address broad trends in an area and 
provide many references 
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The CAplus Company Name Thesaurus provides 
extensive history and valuable search terms 
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Software tools can be helpful in extracting trends from 
large bodies of information to support business 
decisions 
• Excel

• Analyze

• Analyze Plus

• Categorize

• Panorama

• STN® AnaVistTM

• STN Express® report statistics
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Case Studies
• Competitive intelligence
• Searching for people/organizations
• Exploring licensing information
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There are two main approaches to competitive 
intelligence

• Start with a technology to find
– Key organizations
– Market size
– Trends and related technologies 

• Start with a organization to find
– Technology areas
– Key researchers 
– Trends or geographic reach
– Marketing or licensing potential
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For an overview of the powder coatings market, start by 
looking for review articles 
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One-field analysis can quickly show key market players 
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Two-field analysis can reveal trends 

• Strong emergence of powder coating technology in mid-1990s
• Rohm & Haas and Sanofi are declining players 
• BASF and GE seem to be current leaders
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Are you interested in a particular company’s research 
direction?  Visualization can show the “big picture”

Hair care

Surfactants
Absorbent materials
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A more detailed view can reveal the company’s strategic 
direction 

Trends:
• Overall drop in publications from 2001 to 2006
• Significant drops in detergents (149 to 50), 
surfactants (155 to 64), bleaching agents (44 to 9)

• Increasing focus on hair preparations.
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Finding people or organizations with a particular research 
focus can be valuable for partnering, hiring, or consulting 
• Use bibliographic databases covering relevant fields to search the 

technology of interest.

• Analyze by author or organization. 

• Account for likely name variations in your analysis.

• Search names to find prior affiliations with other organizations to 
gain insight into age, publication volume, career path, and 
potential conflicts of interest.

• Look for awards announcements, book chapter authors, journal 
editors, etc. to identify recognized leaders in the field.
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A university is interested in recruiting faculty doing 
research in the area of “green chemistry”

Authorship of book chapters, reviews, 
and dissertations shows significant 
dedication to a particular topic.
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Analysis quickly highlights the most 
prolific authors.



Friday, June 05, 2009

27

Analysis of an author’s work can 
reveal key details about their 
career.
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Licensing information can help identify market strategies 
of competitors and reveal opportunities 
• See what a company has out-licensed to identify areas they may 

be abandoning.

• See what a company is in-licensing to determine possible future 
directions or products.

• See what is available for licensing that might be an opportunity for 
your organization.
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Legal status fields provide unique information on the 
events impacting a patent after it is filed 

• PAO Patent Assignee Original
• RAA Reassignment Agent
• RAC Reassignment Company
• RAD Reassignment Date
• RAI  Reassignment Information
• RAK Reassignment Kind
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Analysis of legal status changes can show company 
strategy 

• Search by company name in reassignment 
company field (RAC)
• Analyze by IPC to determine what technology 
areas they are acquiring rights to use.

Immunoglobulins for treatment of viruses
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Search in the licensing field to find opportunities for 
partnership or licensing in pharmaceutical databases 

L5   ANSWER 1 OF 43  IMSRESEARCH   COPYRIGHT 2007 IMSWORLD on STN 

AN    2006:1181  IMSRESEARCH
SO    R&D Focus, (21 Aug 2006)
STA   New Drug
CN    1-alpha-hydroxy-vitamin D5 analogues, Marillion
STR   STRUCTURE DIAGRAM IS NOT AVAILABLE

CC    N7X  All Other CNS Drugs; A7E  Intestinal Anti-Inflammatory Agents; M1C
Specific Antirheumatic Agents; A10X  Other Drugs Used in Diabetes; H4V
Other Hormones and Preparations with Similar Actions; D5B Systemic
Antipsoriasis and Similar Products

CT    Indication: psoriasis; osteoporosis; hyperparathyroidism; diabetes;
Crohn disease; multiple sclerosis; arthritis
Pharmacology: vitamin D analogue

HDP   Preclinical (20)
LI    Marillion is developing 1-alpha-hydroxy-vitamin D5 analogues for the

potential treatment of psoriasis, osteoporosis, secondary
hyperparathyroidism, diabetes, Crohn's disease, multiple sclerosis and
arthritis. Discovery stage research is ongoing in the USA, Marillion's
CEO, Zahed Subhan, reported in a presentation at the 11th Annual World
Congress of Drug Discovery Technology and Development, 7-10 August 2006,
Boston, USA. The program is available for partnering.
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Search in legal status fields to find similar information  in 
patent databases 
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Summary:
• In addition to traditional business databases, technology-specific 

databases can also provide valuable and well-focused information 
to help answer business-oriented questions.

• Unique indexing and search features provide additional access 
points and precise retrieval.

• Many tools are available to help extract and visualize information 
in order to support business decision making.
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