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National Technical Information Service (NTIS), 
Technology Administration, U.S. Department of 
Commerce

Established 1945 to collect and provide permanent 
access to nation’s scientific, technical, engineering and 
business information and to collect related international 
information
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NTIS  
Facilitates perpetual public access to Federal information in various 
formats 

Assists federal agency compliance with transferring their government 
information to NTIS under the American Technology Pre-eminence Act 
(ATPA)

– ATPA Requires Federal Agencies to transfer their Scientific, Technical, and 
Engineering Information (STEI)  to the National Technical Information Service 

Develops bibliographic records to aid findability

Maintains a permanent repository of unclassified scientific, technical, 
engineering, and business information

Collects and disseminates information worldwide

Provides customized information services to other agencies
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NTIS receives Over 50,000 New Information Products Annually
– Federally funded and/or conducted work
– Related international information
– Unclassified
– Mostly non-copyrighted
–– U. S. Government ReportsU. S. Government Reports
–– International Technical ReportsInternational Technical Reports
–– Conference Proceedings and Journal ArticlesConference Proceedings and Journal Articles
–– BooksBooks
–– Non Print/Multimedia ProductsNon Print/Multimedia Products
–– Private Sector PublicationsPrivate Sector Publications
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Subject Matter Covered
– Aeronautics

– Agriculture

– Biomedical

– Chemistry

– Education

– Engineering

– Environmental

– Geology

– Mathematics

– Medical

– Physics

– Social Sciences

– Transportation

– And many more

Government Agencies Covered
– Agriculture

– Commerce

– Defense

– Education

– Energy

– EPA

– Health & Human Services

– Homeland Security

– Interior

– NASA

– NSF

– Transportation

– And many more
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NTIS Annually Distributes

– Over a Million Information Products in Physical Media 
(paper, fiche, CD/DVD and Multimedia)

– Tens of Millions of information products online

To Customers

– Over 50,000 worldwide

– Libraries and Universities

– U.S. business and industry

– International customers
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Coming Soon - National Technical Reports 
Library

– Online access to bibliographic records and full text 
reports

– Subscription basis

– Multiple simultaneous users

– Subject collections or complete collection
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International Outreach
– Acquisition

• Selected technical subjects, particularly in the energy field
• Selected related news

– Dissemination
• Bibliographic Database
• Selected Research Topics

– Subscription based on user profile
– Push new items bi-weekly
– CD and Microfiche

• WNC
– Copyright clearance
– Distribution daily

– Customers
• Academic and Business
• Reseller and Direct
• China, India, Europe



Copyright National Technical Information Service 9

SLA 2008 – Building Global Bridges

Trends in sources of technical information –
the rise of Asia as a source

From the National Science Foundation, “Asia’s Rising Science and Technology Strength,
Comparative Indicators for Asia, the European Union, and the United States”, May 2007
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National Science Foundation, “Asia’s Rising Science and Technology Strength,
Comparative Indicators for Asia, the European Union, and the United States”, May 2007
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National Science Foundation, “Asia’s Rising Science and Technology Strength,
Comparative Indicators for Asia, the European Union, and the United States”, May 2007
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National Science Foundation, “Asia’s Rising Science and Technology Strength,
Comparative Indicators for Asia, the European Union, and the United States”, May 2007
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Global R&D Spending By  Region ($ billions)*

*Source: R&D Magazine, September 2007

1001,210TOTAL
21258.7ROW
33400.5USA
444.8India
24289.2Europe
18216.8China
%$

2008 Estimated

NOTE:  China’s R&D spending has grown from 
14% of the world’s total in 2006 to 18% in 2008
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National Science Foundation, “Asia’s Rising Science and Technology Strength,
Comparative Indicators for Asia, the European Union, and the United States”, May 2007
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National Science Foundation, “Asia’s Rising Science and Technology Strength,
Comparative Indicators for Asia, the European Union, and the United States”, May 2007
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National Technical Information Service
www.ntis.gov
info@ntis.gov
703-605-6000

Thank you!


