As the SLA Great Lakes Regional Conference fast approaches, let us tell what you could be missing if you decide not to attend...

Wednesday, September 17 

1 p.m. Start off your learning experience by attending one of two informative pre-conference workshops. 

At "Everything We Do is Marketing," you'll revisit the four P's of marketing: product, placement, promotion and price. How can you turn potential patrons into repeat customers of your information service?

Or figure out how to effectively manage electronic journals at "Paddle or Die! Navigating the Hows and Whys of E-Journals."

4:30 p.m. Toast the start of a great conference at a welcome cocktail party while you visit the Great Lakes Exhibits.

6 p.m.  Join members of the Western Michigan Chapter for dinner around Grand Rapids. Why not finish the evening with a stroll along the boardwalk of the Grand River?

Thursday, September 18

9 a.m. After breakfast in the exhibit area, the conference kicks off with keynote speaker Mary Ellen Bates, discussing "Information Overload." Learn why Mary Ellen states "I have met the enemy and the enemy is *us*" and how we can streamline information gathering and dissemination.

10:30 a.m. Concurrent session topics include: Alternative careers, evaluating virtual reference, disappearing data, and creating value-added research.

12 p.m. SLA President Cynthia Hill joins us for lunch.

1:30 p.m. Concurrent sessions continue: Competitive intelligence, blogging, searching the OIAster database, and linking the information center to compelling financial events.

3 p.m. Take a break from learning and thinking with some cake! Join us to celebrate the 75th Anniversary of the Michigan Chapters at this all-conference break.

3:30 p.m. Concurrent sessions feature hot topics: Making innovation happen, Creating PR time-savers, environmental issues roundtable, and more.

6 p.m. Relax at the Big Old Building (BOB). The BOB is a Grand Rapids institution, and features three floors of restaurants, clubs, and fun! So ditch the business wear and kick up your heels!

Friday, September 19

9 a.m. Keynote speaker Gary Price will talk about the state of the invisible and open webs in 2003 - and what our role should be as information professionals.

10:30 a.m. Concurrent sessions wrap up with information to take back to your office: Using the SLA Competencies to increase your power to perform, Becoming a Local Data Guru, Taxonomy Development.

1 p.m. Before you say good-bye to Grand Rapids and your colleagues, take a tour! Choices include a stroll through the unique Meijer Gardens and Sculpture Park, a museum crawl through downtown, or a trip to the picturesque boutique town of Saugatuck.

So tell your boss, tell your friends, and join us in Grand Rapids!

Early Bird Deadline: postmarked by August 15, 2003

Hotel Registration Deadline: August 24, 2003

