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１  The immediate future of the National Diet Library

(1) Functions of the National Diet Library

National Diet Library (NDL) was established in 1948. Modeled on the US Library of Congress, it combines the role of Japan’s sole national library with an effective research function for the National Diet. 

Besides the services to the Diet, we also serve the administrative and judicial agencies, and the general public. The main functions of our library are as follows: comprehensive acquisition and preservation of our country’s publications based on the legal deposit system, compilation of the national bibliography, and cooperation with domestic and foreign libraries.

As the largest library in Japan, it has about 148,000㎡ floor space on its 30,000㎡ site. The stacks of 70,000㎡ have a storage capacity of 12 million volumes. Even these gigantic stacks, however, will be filled by the year 2002.

(2) Establishment of the tripartite service system

In 2002, the National Diet Library will establish the tripartite service system which consists of the existing Tokyo main library, the Kansai-kan which is to be opened in 2002, and the International Library of Children’s Literature which is to be fully opened in the same year. The NDL will be more responsible to the Diet and the general public for the provision of better services and the preservation of the constantly increasing materials.

After the drastic organizational reform of the National Diet Library in 2002, the Tokyo Main Library will bear the responsibility for the services to the Diet, administrative agencies, and on-site users in the Tokyo Metropolitan area, for the acquisition of publications based on the legal deposit system and compilation of the national bibliography, which together form the basis of library services, and for the reference service.

On the other hand, as you can see in the subtitle, the Kansai-kan will take charge of the remote document supply service, electronic library service, Asian resource information service, service to the on-site users in the Kansai area, and the library cooperation function to support domestic and foreign libraries, which is one of its basic functions as a national library.

The International Library of Children’s Literature, which was partially opened in May this year, will be completed and fully opened in 2002. As the national center of children’s literature, the library not only supports the activities of libraries for children all over the country, but also provides the nationwide services for public and school libraries, and directly for children through the ordinary services for visitors and its electronic library functions.

2  The Kansai-kan (provisional name) of the National Diet Library

(1) Construction plan of the Kansai-kan
The Kansai-kan of the National Diet Library, which is now under construction to be opened in 2002, is a new facility of the National Diet Library (NDL for short).

The Kansai region, about 500 km west of Tokyo, is the second biggest economic and cultural area after the Tokyo metropolitan area, as well as a historic region which contains Kyoto and Nara. Kansai Science City, in which the Kansai-kan is established, lies in the Keihanna Hills Area that extends over three prefectures, namely, Kyoto, Osaka and Nara. In the city, many universities, research institutes and training facilities have already begun to operate.

The budget for construction of the Kansai-kan has been appropriated since FY 1995.

Construction cost is about 42 billion yen (420 million US dollars). A design was selected in an international design competition held from 1995 to 1996, and from this, a basic design and practical schedule were formulated. Construction started in October 1998, and will be completed in March 2002.

(2) Services at the Kansai-kan
The major functions of the Kansai-kan will be: (1) Document supply service (DSS), (2) Provision of documentary information on Asia, (3) Library cooperation, (4) Research and development on library and information science, training/exchange programs, and (5) huge storage capacity of library materials.

3  Document Supply Service

The NDL has not been able to fulfil completely the most important mission of a national library, namely, to provide equal library service to everyone. This is evident from the fact that the major users of the NDL at present are people living in or near Tokyo who can visit in person. The only solution to eliminate the information gap by area is to establish a library that provides library services to everyone anywhere in Japan without the need for a visit. Document and information supply service provided by the Kansai-kan will meet this requirement.

To make the DSS practiced, we need to provide in advance catalogs of all the materials owned by the National Diet Library on the Internet. It is essential to develop a system which will make it possible for users to access the ILL and DSS automatically from the search results.

(1) Provision of bibliographic information on the Internet

The Kansai-kan will be a window for DSS requests made to the NDL as a whole, providing photocopy service and interlibrary loan service. We are constructing a system to make the DSS more convenient, with an eye to making it available when the Kansai-kan opens. The NDL web site will be an entrance to our services, providing access to the catalogs and bibliographic information of its major collections. In March 2000, the NDL started to provide an online catalog of about 2 million Japanese books and 200,000 foreign books in western languages owned by the NDL, using the World Wide Web at <http://webopac2.ndl.go.jp/index.html> at last.

The new Web-OPAC covers Japanese books received by the Library from 1948 and foreign books from 1986. As the NDL is the sole depository library in Japan, its collection of Japanese books is the most comprehensive in the country. The database also includes more than 20,000 books on Japan published abroad in various languages.

For users abroad, the Library has prepared a search screen also in English, in which not only Japanese characters but also Roman characters are available for searching the database. However, your computer needs Japanese capability to display the search results in Japanese. The books listed in the catalog are available through the NDL international photoduplication and loan services.

When the Kansai-kan opens, the contents will be more substantial, including the Japanese Periodicals Index, which is an index to the articles appearing in 10,000 academic periodicals in Japan.

(2) Electronic Library Infrastructure System

At present, application should be made by post or fax, but we are now developing a system which will make it possible to accept online applications for photocopy and interlibrary loan (ILL), using the search results of the bibliographic information.

The day we begin to provide electronic library services based on the electronic library infrastructure system will be after the opening of the Kansai-kan, that is, in October, 2002.

4  Electronic Library Service

(1)Basic implementation plan for electronic library services

According to the “Basic Implementation Plan for the Electronic Library Services,” drafted in March 1999, the electronic library service is defined as “provision of electronic information which users can make use of directly via the electronic communication network,” and there should be two types of contents, namely, the ones made by the NDL and the ones made by and provided under contract with other organizations.

For the contents made by the NDL, we are to produce the primary sources (materials published in the Meiji period, rare books, and Minutes of the Diet), secondary sources (catalogs of Japanese and foreign books and serials, and Japanese periodical indexes), electronic exhibitions and reference information, both of which we edit from our collection and works, and NDL publications.

For the contents made by the other organizations, online contents and offline contents are to be provided.

These contents are provided to remote users through the Internet and to visitors through our Intranet, specially created for this purpose.

(2)Provision of digitized materials (i.e. digitized after publishing)

The Rare Books Image Database, containing about 23,000 images such as colored woodblock prints, and the Full-text Database System for the Minutes of the Diet are already open to the public on the NDL website. When we digitize materials as a national library, we assign priority taking account of their value as cultural assets, users’ demand, and copyright. In FY2001, we will mainly digitize materials published in Meiji period. Of our 169,000 Meiji period books, we are planning to process 56,000 books, centering on social sciences and the humanities. Copyright clearance and digitization of all books in the Meiji period will be finished in three years. We will also digitize rare and old materials (2,200 frames of old maps and colored materials). After 2002, we will regularly digitize about 5,000,000 pages (20,000 books) a year systematically. Concerning recent materials of high use, we will consider after related legal conditions are settled to facilitate copyright clearance.

(3) Provision of “born-digital” materials (i.e. originally published as digital materials)

Of the “born-digital” materials, offline contents are being acquired comprehensively from this October in accordance with the legal deposit system. These materials will be available to users from next January. In the repeated discussions with publishers on how to provide them to users, we try to find a solution that will fulfill the interests of both publishers and our library. For the time being, these offline materials will be available only inside the library.

The acquisition of online contents is not stipulated in the legal deposit system. The NDL collects only useful contents selectively on our own initiative. Through discussions and contracts with relevant people, we need to settle the providing conditions and then provide contents based on the conditions. We have just begun the research and discussion. For the time being, we are to target administrative and academic information. In the near future, however, the online publications need to be incorporated in the legal deposit system, and so continuous research is essential for us.
5. Asian Resource Information Center
The Asian Resource Information Center will be opened in the Kansai-kan, to carry out documentary information supply, which will be one of its basic functions.

The Center, as an essential of the Kansai-kan, will be in charge of four basic roles, namely:

1. the maintenance and improvement of domestic and foreign resources on Asia, the development of its bibliographic database,

2. the delivery of Asian documentary information,

3. the focal point of Asian information services in Japan,

4. international cooperation activities related to Asian information.

The Center will provide information resources either written in Asian languages, published in Asia regardless of languages, or in relation to Asia, in whatever media. The Center will also develop and provide bibliographic databases of Asian resource information, such as catalog information, and subject bibliography. Furthermore, we will accumulate and provide information about related institutions and links, which will facilitate access to information on Asia. The Center will also work positively in the NDL’s international cooperation activities related to Asia.

At the opening of the Kansai-kan, the Center is expected to have about 30,000 books on open shelves, over 200,000 books in the stacks, about 5,000 titles of journals and about 200 titles of newspapers. Eventually the materials on open shelves will increase to around 50,000 volumes. The holdings of the Asian Materials Division, Special Materials Department, which is now responsible for materials in Asian languages in the NDL, will be transferred to the Center. Also, the NDL budget of about 100 million yen (1 million dollars) for FY2000 for purchasing new reference books for the Kansai-kan was approved. One third of it is for Asian Materials

It should be a matter of urgency to acquire and organize Asian information resources for the Center and now we are very actively preparing for it. In particular, we are tackling the development of information services related to digital library functions, such as bibliographic information database of materials in Asian languages, especially Chinese and Korean, in cooperation with other organizations.

6  Conclusion

In 2002, when not only the Kansai-kan but also the International Library of Children’s Literature fully opens, the NDL will start its services in three places. At present, we have been deliberating on the details of a working system by which we will be able to provide better services, effectively, to users in the new environment. We will do our best to obtain the best results within the limited time.

In 2002, I am looking forward to your coming to our Kansai-kan, which I think will be the first new national library facility completed in the 21st century in the world.

Thank you for your kind attention.

