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 In this session, I will speak about Japanese Government Electronic Information. Particularly I focus thing on Kantei, Searching administrative data, Statistical data, Financial organization, Manufacturing and service sectors, Agriculture search system, Academic information, Information related to local governments, Introduction of Japan and Reorganization of central government agencies.

I work for the Japan Industrial Location Center, JILC, let me call JILC instead of it. JILC is affiliated with the Environmental Protection and Industrial Location Bureau of the Ministry of International Trade and Industry, let me call MITI instead of it.

I am Librarian and the senior researcher in JILC. My duties include conducting studies on behalf of MITI regarding the Ministry’s industrial location policies and industrial promotional policies in regional areas. The main task of the JILC library is providing reference services. We also gather data released by various government agencies. Some of the data we gather are called “gray literature,” which I will later explain. The library has about 50,000 books, periodicals, reports and data we compiled or gathered. We also manage the Intranet and homepage.

I pay close attention to government administrative issues, and frequently turn to official data for my research. I would like to outline the types of administrative data, and data released by semi-governmental corporations and 
government-affiliated corporations. 

2. Disclosure of government information

Before the expansion of the Internet, some Japanese government data were called as “gray literature” This means these data are not easily accessible by the public.

“Gray literature” surfaced in the signing of it. Agreement Between US and Japanese Government on Cooperation in Research and Development in Science and Technology were signed in 1988. It became a focus of interest. In response to the strong U.S. demand that Japan disclose scientific and technological data, a bilateral agreement was singed in 1990 in respect to the handling of gray literature, which ceased the use of this abstract and vague term.

In addition to this Agreement, the National Diet passed the “Law Regarding Disclosure of Information Possessed by Government Agencies.” These changes encouraged government agencies to disclose their data.

As I explained, the rapid expansion of Internet use encouraged government agencies to disclose their information on the net. More and more web sites are becoming available in English. However, the contents of the Japanese version slightly differ from those in English. It is also regrettable that the volume of information offered on English language web site is often not as rich as that offered on Japanese sites.

What search engine do you use when you seek official data released by the Japanese government agencies? I suspect ordinary search engines are not useful to locate the exact information you are looking for. Here are some Japanese government web sites in English which I recommend you as a useful tool.

3. “Kantei”: Prime Minister’s web site

“Kantei” means “prime minister’s official residence.” This web site contains major agendas discussed by the Cabinet, and data released by the government. Kantei is linked with web sites of sub-level agencies. This is one of the richest sources of information when you gather official data. 
4. Administrative data: Government agencies organizational chart

Click “Index of this web site” as shown in this site. Then click WWW Servers. It takes you to “The Organization of Japanese Central Government”. Click “Organization Chart” underneath to open the agencies chart. Click each agency to learn about its functions and to access its contents on the net. Click the name of the agency to reach the site in English.

The time lag in releasing information differs from agency to agency. Some release data simultaneously with the press conference. Some agencies take a longer time to make information available on the Internet.

5. Searching administrative data: Clearing System for the Government Information Locator Service

You might be aware that certain data is released, yet you might not know which agency released them. In such case, use the Government Information Locator Service System, maintained by the Management and Coordination Agency. This system allows you to cross homepages of all agencies. You can conduct a search in English if the data is available in English. Simply enter keywords without specifying an agency. You can also learn the time the data was released.

(1) Example in search

For instance, you want detailed information learning that “Japan is likely to amend exporting regulations regarding micro-processors.” You want to obtain relevant government information.

As shown in this site, enter “microprocessor and export” to gain access to English homepages. You will have four results. The top web site is what you are looking for.

Some agencies have data in English as shown in this sample homepage. Some agencies offer only contact  addresses and telephone numbers.

6. Statistical data: Statistics Bureau & Statistics Center

This web site is offered by the Statistics Bureau & Statistics Center of the Management & Coordination Agency. You will find statistical systems in Japan, and statistic which were ordered to be compiled by the Agency. Such statistical data include the latest figures in family budgets.

To search data owned by other government agencies, access “Links to Statistical Agencies.” This link takes you to international organizations, statistics bureaus overseas, domestic agencies, and to other government-affiliated organizations.

7. Financial organization: Bank of Japan

The Bank of Japan is required by the Bank of Japan Law to maintain an official web site. Official discount rates and other data, with minimal time lag, are available on the net. You can also download “flow of funds accounts” and “TANKAN.”

8. Manufacturing and service sectors: Ministry of International Trade and Industry

MITI supervise nations manufacturing and service industries. MITI changed website the other day. What’s new, white papers/reports, speeches, press, statistics, publications and policy information are on the top of the MITI web site.
Trade White Paper contains an executive summary in PDF file. White Paper on International Trade 2000 in Japanese comes in two handbooks, one comprising an executive summary, and the other reports. Only the executive summary is available on the Internet in either Japanese or English. The executive summary of White Paper on International Trade 2000 is comprised of three sections. They are “World Economic Trends,” “Promoting a Multi-Layered Trade Policy,” and “Japan’s Course in the Global Economy”.
When you click “Related WebSites” on MITI’s main homepage, you will find semi-governmental corporations and government-affiliated corporations categorized by their association with their agencies.

If you are interested in investing in Japan, access the JETRO web site. JETRO is a semi-governmental corporation of MITI. Then go to “Search.” For example, if you desire to find “publications in a guidebook form that describe procedures of investment,” enter “procedures cost investment guide.” Handbooks related to investment will appear on the screen.
Also, the “Foreign Investment in Japan Development Corporation” or “FIND” furnishes assistance to overseas corporations who are interested in investing in Japan. “FIND” is a third-sector company of the government.
If you are looking for real estate property to build a factory, JILC’s “Information Service of Industrial Sites” is useful. This web site is created in line with the “Industrial Competitiveness Reinforcement Measure” facilitated in June 1999 by the government. Shift in the industrial structure and employment measures are formalized by this measure. This web site aims to promote sales and effective use of factory land. Private corporations provide information of unused factory land they desire to sell. JILC maintains its web site at MITI`s expense. To obtain information of a desired land, specify prefecture and select “exclusive use” for a factory. Continue to specify price, lot size, the infrastructure you need, traffic access, and other conditions. Suppose you are interested in building a factory in Hokkaido. Specify Hokkaido as your choice location. Then enter 20,000 per square meter for land price, and less than 0.5 hectare for the lot size. You will find 17 results of available real estate properties. Click each property for detailed information including contact address and telephone number.

MITI and the Small and Medium Enterprise Agency, or SME, are promoting venture companies as a part of their effort to extricate the economy from the long-lasting recession. SME’s policies related to small enterprises are listed on its web site.
MITI initiated the Japan Association of New Business Incubation Organization, or JANBO, in June 1999 as required by Law for facilitating the creation of New Business. JANBO is a new organization of JILC. I brought with me a small, tri-fold brochure about JANBO for you to take look at. JANBO is a council comprised of regional organizations that support local venture businesses. Uniting various support, JANBO assists venture companies to establish themselves locally and also creates a network of venture businesses. JANBO also trains incubator managers who aid new businesses and promotes international activities.

Regarding information-related businesses, the Japan Information Processing Development Corporation, or JIPDEC, promotes the establishment of electronic application bases as well as e-commerce. JIPDEC is a nonprofit organization. It works closely with MITI, and supports national policies related to promotion of computer-based information. JIPDEC has two web sites for detailed information. These web sites are linked to various other sites.

9. Agricultural, forestry, and fishery industries: Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, and Fisheries

The Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, and Fisheries has the “Agropedia System.” This web site comprises the “Agricultual Information Search System,AGSEARCH”,in short, and”

 Satellite Image Database System in AFF,SIDaB”,in short. The user must individually register to access these sites.

“AGSEARCH” is comprised of several databases. The database includes “Document information” and “Research findings information” which is maintained by testing and research organizations.  “AGSEARCH” is located on various sites on the Internet. “Library document and publication information” is offered by testing and research organizations affiliated with the Ministry. You can access each database by entering a keyword and cross-search all other databases. 

“SIDaB” contains data offered by relevant domestic research organizations. Satellite information in this database is made available by America’s National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration, or NOAA. The satellite is operated by the United States and received in Thailand.

10. Academic information: The National Institute of Informatics

The National Institute of Informatics, or NII, conducts general research on information, and develops advanced bases to disseminate academic information. This inter-university organization was established in April 2000.The former Academic Information Center was consolidated into NII. NII seeks to develop basic research and application of software, information bases, and information media in wide-range areas under a long-term perspective. In order to promote consolidated research of information, NII works closely with universities throughout Japan and national and private research institutes.

There is no restriction in accessing the following three web sites of NACSIS-IR. “Webcat” is a search using university libraries holdings. “NACSIS-DiRR” is a research activities resource directory. NACSIS-CIS lists publicly announced job openings for researchers.

Other web sites of NACSIS-IR are an information search service primarily offered to researchers and librarians who conduct reference services and research. Registration is required to use this database. NACSIS-ELS is an electronic library service. Unfortunately, neither NACSIS-IR nor NACSIS-EIS has an English version. The purpose of these services is making various academic information available rather than offering administrative information.

11. Information related to local governments

Japan is divided into 47 prefectures, and there are about 3,300 municipal, and village governments in Japan. Japan is reducing centrally controlled administrative systems. More authorities and larger responsibilities are vested in local governments.

To access municipal government homepages, go to “Regional Discovery.” You can specify a region, use free keywords, or enter simplified keywords. For example, specify the region as “Tokyo.” Enter “venture” as shown in this site. You will have two results.

12. Introduction of Japan

“Japan Information Network” is an English language site linked to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

13. Reorganization of central government agencies

Effective January 6, 2001, the number of central government agencies will be reduced from one prefecture and 22 ministries/agencies to one prefecture and 12 ministries/agencies. This is one of the nation’s efforts to more effectively handle complicated issues that require a decision on the government level in the 21st century. The web sites I explained today may not remain the same or may be integrated due to this change. I would like you to pay attention what changes will take place to these information sites. We are aware of the new names of the agencies. But we do not know if and how access to the homepages will change. “Kantei,” the Prime Minister’s web site, is the facade of Japan. This homepage will go through inevitable changes. Please access “Kantai” after January 6, 2001 to find changes.

14. Conclusion

I introduced web sites related to administrative information that are available in Japan. Due to the limited time, I was unable to comment on other web sites regarding education, medical and social welfare systems, labor, transportation, construction, legal issues, and the like. To obtain data in these fields, please use horizontal links of the Clearing System for the Government Information Locator Service. In the days of globalization, we wish government data are applied in useful ways so that industrial development will not cause environmental destruction. I also wish a wise application of data will bring peace to everyone in the world. 

I finish my speech. Thank you for your kind attention.

