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(Slide 1&2)

Good afternoon. 

I would now like to invite you on a short, 30-minute trip to the Far East.

Seven centuries ago, Marco Polo’s “Description of the World” began a fascination with Asia among Westerners that led to the Age of Great Voyages.

He traveled the entire length of the Silk Road. After three-and-half year journey, finally reaching Xanadu, the seat of the Mongol Empire.  

These days, you can reach any destination instantly through the Internet. Simply sitting in front of a computer makes it possible for East to meet West, and West to meet East. 

Today, I will introduce 7 snapshots on the net focusing on Japan.

(Slide 3 Snapshot 1 : Is Japan really a “golden country”?)
Although Marco Polo never came to Japan, he learned that there was a golden country called “Zipang” to the east of China.

Let’s try and figure out if Japan is really a Golden Country.

(BoJ site)

When it comes to money, you can always look up the site of the Japanese national bank, the Bank of Japan : BoJ.

This is the home page of the Bank of Japan.

Just click on “Reports & Statistics” and you’ll see all the reports and statistics relating to money.

(Reports & Statistics page)

To find out how much money Japanese household have, you need to go to the “Flow of Funds”.  Click on this to download the file.

(Download page)

This is a list of downloadable files of the BoJ, and here you see the most recent figures of “Flow of Funds” in PDF format.

(PDF file)

On the 3rd page, you see the total of financial assets held by households is 1,368 trillion yen, which is about 13 trillion US dollars. The population of Japan is about 120 millions. That means that, on average, each Japanese person has about 110,000 dollars in assets.  Do you think we are rich?  

Another thing which may interest you is the ratio of these assets. The bar chart shows that Japanese held 55% of the assets in currency or deposits. This is quite different from Americans, who held only 10% of assets in deposits.

You see that we are people who are fundamentally concerned with security and put our belief firmly in cash.

(Slide 4: Do Japanese work Hard?)

Some people may have been told that the Japanese are married to work;  that they work 7 days a week and never enjoy vacations like Europeans do.

Is this another myth?  Let's find out.

(JIN site)

This time, I would like to introduce a useful portal site for Japan.

The Japan Information Network.

As you see, this site list up all kinds of topics about Japan, and the link to “Statistics” leads you to the JIN's statistics page.

(Statistics page)

Here you have a wide range of categories, from crime to women.

This time, we need to go to “Labor” and then choose "working hours".

(Labor page)

You see "Hours of Actual work per Month" here, and now you have the graph.  

(Hours of actual work page)

Yes, we used to work as much as 180 hours per month, that is about 45 hours per week, but since 1988, the figure has been declining and is now  about 155 hours per month.

Let's look at this in an international context. Go to International Comparison.

(International comparison page)

You can see that Japanese now actually work less than Americans. The number of hours worked is getting closer to that of Britain, although we still haven't reached the level of the French or Germans.

If you'd like to see more recent figures, the Ministry of Labor website is the source.  So follow this link, 

(MoL site)

and choose "Labor Statistics" from the home page, 

(Labor statistics page)

Here you have the "Provisional report of monthly labor survey".  

(Labor survey page)

From here, you learn that the figure was 150 hours per month in August of 2000. You can download historical data as well.

(Slide 5: Do Japanese use the Internet?)

Let's move on to the next question.

When you attend an International Conference like Global 2000, one of the most common questions you hear is "Do you use the Internet in your country?"  Right?

So let me provide an answer to you.

(CS Japan site)

This is another portal site I would like to introduce to you today.

It was developed by the United States Department of Commerce, as you see, to help US companies export their goods to Japan.

But this is also useful for anyone who is interested in learning what's going on in Japanese industries.

(Industry page)

 “Industry Highlights” lists 7 major categories. Let’s first click on IT.

(IT page)

You see a brief comment on each sector and by going to “Data Communication”, you learn that the Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications reported in a white paper that 17 million Japanese used the Internet.  

But this is the data from 1998. 

In the world of the Internet, two years is an eternity.

Portal sites are useful for easily locating what you want.  

But you always need to go back to the original source to obtain the most reliable and updated information. 

In the case of Labor statistics, there was a link to follow.

In this case, just click on “Links”. 

(Link page)

then "US & Japanese Governments".  

(Government link page)

Then choose the Japanese Central Government.
(Government site)

This is also a very useful page to check whenever you need to locate a Japanese government site. 

For now, I’ll go to “Alphabetical Search” since it would be easier to find for those who are not familiar with the Japanese government's organization chart.
(Alpha. list of government page)

You have the Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications under “P”.

(MoPT site)

This leads to the Home page of MoPT, we’ll go to "Policy Reports" here 

(Policy report page)

and find the "White Paper" link in the left column.
(White paper page)

The title of the white paper is "Communications in Japan" and the latest issue was published in June 2000.

(White paper 2000 page)

This is the White Paper on "Communications in Japan 2000".
Each section has a PDF file, so let’s go to the first section of Chapter 1.
(PDF file page1)

Here you have Home PC connection rates,
(PDF file page2)

Number of contracts for mobile telecommunications, 

(PDF file page3)

and Trends in Internet Penetration. 

27 million Japanese used the Internet last year and that number is expected to reach 76 million people by 2005

(Slide 6: How are Japanese products made?)

Our next question is related to Japanese products.

Do you know what Japan makes?  Car?  Walkman?

(Slide 7)

These are scenes of our daily life. We use cameras, PCs, mobile phones, go to hospitals, get on trains, airplanes, and ships.

Do you know what is the common material used in all of these products?   

It’s a lithium-ion battery. Lithium ion is called the future of most applications. Because it makes portable technologies possible, it suits not only small electronic devices, such as laptops and mobile phones, but also aerospace, transportation and military uses.

(Slide 8)

This is the screen where I searched on lithium ion batteries in Dow Jones Interactive. The article says that Japan monopolizes the market with a 98% share. That means, if you get the Japanese market figure, you will see automatically the size of the world market for these products.
(MITI site)

To learn about Japanese manufacturers, you should go to the page of the Ministry of International Trade and Industry, MITI.

The page was changed after I prepared the handout, so the current screen is a little different from what you have in your handout. 
This is what you get when you access now.

Choose "Statistics", then you'll see a list of various products statistics.

(Statistics page)

Choose "Machinery Statistics", 

(Machinery statistics page)

then you see four categories of machinery - General, Electrical, Transport, and Precision.

Don't stop searching here.

You should go to the "Actual Figure" to download the file in excel format.  

(Excel file)

Then you see each product’s monthly production, shipments, and inventories. All the way down to the bottom, you have the figure of lithium ion batteries here.

Now you have the market size. The next question would be the market share. Let's go to the Nikkei Net Interactive.

(NNI site)

This is a fee site.  You need to pay 6000 yen, which is about 57 US dollars, for 6-month subscription.

You should scroll down to find the "Economic Almanac" on the left column, and click on “2000”.
(Economic Almanac page)

In the table of contents, you have "Market Share Survey".

(Market share page)

Nikkei announces the market share of 100 key products and services every year, which includes “lithium ion batteries”.

(Lithium ion page)

Now you have the domestic market share, and a brief description of the trends.

This is "Japan Economic Almanac 2000".  Nikkei, one of the sponsors of our session, brought 5 copies here. If you want a copy, come to Japan Night this evening at 5 PM, at the Quality Hotel.
There is a drawing, and you may win the book! 
(Slide 9: How much money do Japanese spend on R&D)

When we proudly say how many products Japan is making, we are often told. “But the Japanese don’t invent. They just copy Western ideas”.

Now, let's look at R&D trends in Japan.

This time, I would like to use my favorite search engine, Google.

(Google site)

Type "survey research development expenditure Japan".

Don't forget to enter the word "survey" because you won't get a good result without this key word.

(Search result page)

Another tip is, because Google puts the most-frequently-accessed site first,  you may find last year’s survey at the top.  In this case, the most current survey will actually come second.  So I recommend to pressing the “Google search” button instead of the button of “I’m feeling lucky”. 

(Survey page)

When you click here, you will learn that the "Survey of Research and Development" was published by the Statistics Bureau.

You then need to go to the Japanese Government site I mentioned earlier to find the “Statistics Bureau” site, but for the sake of today’s presentation, I already made a link here.

(Statistics Bureau site)

This is the home page of the Statistics Bureau and the Statistics Center.

Click on “Statistics” here.

(Statistics page)

The list of surveys includes the "Survey of Research and Development" here,
(Survey page)

and you have the survey results.

This is the chart on "Technology Transfer".  You see that the amount of technology export has significantly increased since 1994, and the current amount is now almost double that of payments of imports. 

(Slide 10: How much progress has been made on Japanese financial reform?)

Our 6th question is about laws and regulations.

By the way, this is not at all related to law, but this is the Japanese 2000-yen note, newly issued by the Japanese government to celebrate the new millennium.

(Austlii site)

Here, I'd like to introduce "Australasian Legal Information Institute, Austlii.

This site was developed jointly by the University of New South Wales and the University of Technology in Sydney, and this is very useful for locating Asian legal information in English.

Let's go to "World Law".

(World law page)

Here you have a long list of countries they cover.

(Country list page)

Choose "Japan", 

(Japan page)

and "Banking and Finance" this time.

(Banking page)

You have the link to the IBJ Securities site, which is in your handout.

But when I checked this link last week, I got the "404 Not Found' sign.  

Because IBJ Securities became Mizuho Securities as of October 1st.

But I eventually checked the Mizuho Securities site, and found the same page. Quite a relief.

(Mizuho site)
This is the site. 

Although the name was changed, the contents are the same. 

Let’s hope that the link to Austlii will be updated soon.

Japanese Legislation doesn't change often. To look at recent reforms, you must see the "Reports and Outlines" section.

Here you have the "Amendment of the Securities and Exchange Law", 

(Securities law page)

where you can read about recent development and outlines of the reforms.

You learn here that the electronic disclosure of corporate reports will start from June 2001.

(Slide 11: How about the rest of Asia?)

My title is "West Meets East on the Net".

So I cannot finish my speech without touching on the rest of Asia.

Let me briefly introduce three useful sites for locating information on Asia.

The First one is "IR Asia".

(IR Asia site)

This site was opened in 1996 as the premier source for Investor Relations information on Asia's listed companies.

When you click on Listed companies, you have the search screen.

(Search page)

You can directly enter the company name, or choose, for example, Hong Kong in the Country, and electronics in the Industry Sector.

(List page)

Then you see the list of all electronics companies in Hong Kong.

In each company page,

(Company page)

You’ll have a company description, annual report, and recent news releases.

Such Asian countries as China, Korea, and Taiwan are not covered yet, but they should be coming soon.

(Nikkei site)

For those who are particularly interested in the technology sector, I recommend the Nikkei Asia BizTech site.

In the Advanced search screen, 

(Search page)

you can enter keywords, as well as choose country, industry, and section.

For example, if you check Korea and Electronics, you will get all the news links related Korean Electronics.

(ADB site)

If you are interested in the macro economic situation of each Asian country, rather than individual companies or news, I recommend the site of the Asian Development Bank.

Here you can choose Country, Topics, or Field Offices.

Let’s choose Korea for example.

(Korean page)

In this page, you’ll see Basic Facts, Country Highlights, Economic Trends, and latest news. 

You can also narrow your search by choosing one of these resources.

(Slide 12)

In today’s speech, going through a suite of seven snapshots, my intention was to show you a route to find what you want about Japan and Asia.

I tried a virtual trip by using useful portal sites, following the path, and locating original content which demonstrates facts.

The ocean of information is ever expanding.

Opportunities to raise your interests are also increasing.

Information professionals are like the navigators of the Age of Great Voyages, guiding people to their destinations.

This was your appetizer for the Japan Session.

Now please enjoy three delicious dishes which follow.
This will be your main course.

Thank you very much.
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