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111 our cornples civilization, i t  i s  n o t  rliffi- 
cult to unders land t h e  close relationship 
existin.:. l ~ c t w e e n  industry and science, the  
I~ract ica l  and t h e  theoretical, t h e  commer-  
c ia l  and the  l l terary  worlrl. A iliscnssion 
01' Ihc interdependence existing between 
~lletlicine, with i t s  nllied subjects,  a n d  t h e  
~ n r i o ~ ~ s  fields of c o n ~ n ~ e r c l a l  and  i ~ ~ ~ l u s t r i a l  
.~ct iv i ty  woulrl, therefore,  seen1 uncalletl for. 
\Ye may well accept  us axionlntic t h e  s la te-  
nicnt t h ; ~ t ,  t11ro11gh the nierlium of ine(lic>~l 
l i le ra tnre ,  every profession i s  served By 
il tlie :~ rch i t ec t  solves his pro1)lelus of hy- 
g i f n r  a n d  s, init :~tion: the  lawyer prepares  
Ills nietlico-lcgal 1)riefs; thc! banlier i s  guirletl 
in his i nves t~nen t s :  t h e  Iifc Insurance com- 
pany eliniinates l!le elenletit ol' haznrrl and  
opc!rates oo the  Ilasis of an alnlosl  mnthe -  
111i~tic:11 ( art:~~nt.\., the n ~ ! ~ n u f n c t ~ r r e r  of food 
prot l~i r ts  ( Ic tcrn~ines  the  effect of t hcsc  
~)rotl~irt . ;  upon the  human  svs tem:  and  all 
111:1r1~trli11 p1:ints a r e  r~l>le to  reduce Llie ele- 
ment  ol' rlsk, rlecroase disalu11t.g InslIm-xv 
i ~ n d  cornl~ens,ation ~ a ) ' m e n t s ,  while a t  t h e  
q . 1 1 1 1 ~  t111:e ~ n c r e : ~ s m g  oulpuL. Whenever  
the  h l~ rnan  e l e n i w ~ t  en te r s  the  equation oC 
I ) i ~ s i n ~ s s ,  n ~ f t l ~ c a l  Irteratrrre i s  a large  and  
~n i ] )o r t an t  factor. 

It IS, then,  a fncl of more than  11assing 
inlpolntnnce, t1i;rt tlie foremost ineilical li- 
brary  of the  wo1*ld i s  hidden : ~ w t ~ y  in  ou r  
Sa t iona l  Capitill. 

Ho~iserl in t h e  s a m e  I)iiilrlin,q will1 thcb 

Arm! 3Ioilicnl Mnseum, the  priceless col- 
lection of boolts compr i s~ng  the I~bra i - ) '  of 
the  Snrfieon Genelxl's Offlce represents  n n  
ocean ol' medical intormation in to  wh ich  
s l reams froni t h r  four corners of t h e  E a r t h  
nre  11011ring tlirir pn1)lirations. F r o m  n mei,c? 
hnnrlful ol' o f i r e  referenre  boolts (as t h e  
i iamr o l  th i s  T,illr:~r\ would nnfortlrnately 
seen1 Lo in t l~cate l  thc. collcction h a s  es- 
panrlecl until totlay with i ts  more t h a n  650,- 
lJ1!0 boolrs nnd panlplilets i t  h r  o u t r a n k s  
any  s i ~ n i l a r  i n ~ t ~ t n l i o n  111 this country  ant1 
is equalled only in n ~ u n i l ~ e ~ ~  by the  L ib ra ry  
of the Pa r i s  LIe~licnl F:~rul ty .  TVhile it i s  
t r u e  t h a t  this la t ter  l i l~rm'y c o n t t ~ i n s  .z 
greater  numlwr of ~ t e m s  it m m t  1)e r emem-  
1 ) ~ r e d  tha t  this inclnrles lal*ge illvisions deal- 
ing with science, hlstory, geography, w o r k s  
ol' Lrnvel, etc. 

Tn t h e  l~mldinq of the Library of t h e  Sur -  
geon General's Office, a systematic s e a r c h  
for  the  medical l i l ~ r n t l ~ r e  ol' all c ~ n t u ~ ~ i e s  
h a s  been followetl nncl among o the r  in t e r -  
esLlng divisions is the section devoled lo 
r a re  boolis and incunabnla ili~ting 1)nclr to  
t h e  earllest  clays nl' l~rintinq. Indeed,  the 
l,il)~.ar~y is escel~tinnallrr rlch in  15Lh Cen- 
tllry vol~unes ,  possewnr:  more than  4011, 
wllose value could hardly be computed I t  
11:ls 1,epn the  constriictive ainl of t h e  suc-  
ccssi\,e l j l ~ r n r ~ a n s  Lo make  an  accon~glishc.rl 
i ac t  t h e  slogall "If 11 is  nicdical, i t  is i n  t h e  
~ , ~ l ) ~ . n ~ . y  of tlie Surgeon (:eneral9s 01Rce". 



Bef'ote the war interrupted the established 
hnes  ot communication, a total of 1,895 cur- 
ren t  periodicals were being regularly re- 
ceived as agalnst 850 being received by the 
I-lllrary of the P:~ris Merlical Ftlculty. This 
nniaber has naturally decreused since that 
time owing to the snspension or discon- 
tinuance of many of the smaller or more 
technical ~ournals. This is especially trne 
ot' those formerly issuer1 In Central Ellrope. 
A cnreful count of all accessions, boolts, 
~mnghle t s ,  serials, e tc ,  shomn7s that the Li- 
l ~ r a r y  is at present receiving mole than 
511,000 items annually. 

A most generous system of inter-library 
loans permits the researcher l iv~ng in any 
part of the Vnited States to benefit by these 
won(lerfn1 tacilities, Books of reference, 
rare items and rolnnles containing vnluabl~  
plates are reserverl, but the great bnllc of 
material is availnble for loan to any bon:~ 
l i t l c .  reader Lllrougll his local lil~rary. Thus 
has  the Lihr:lry becon?e in fact as well as 
in  theory a national institution, serving 
workers in ewry  field of human endeavor 
frcni ocean to ocean. 

Becausc of the almost limitless snpply of 
litel-nt1u.e crowding ~ t s  alcoves the Library 
is the llecra for research worliers both of 
this rountry ancl of Eorope-it being a 
ni ther  paradoxical fact that the value of 
this 1.ibrar.v is npgai'ently more fully recog- 
nized abroad than here. About the tables 
in t!le Rea(11n.s Room and the TAbrary Hall 
a r e  daily to be seen scholars from fxr ~xld  
11'2:1r. 

In  addition to the visitors who personally 
conduct their studies, the Library receives 
in every mail uunlerous requests for infor- 
i nation of widely ~~ai~ iec l  character-plens 
for propel' citations, complete or selscte(1 
l)il?liograpl~ies, copies, photostats, and trtins- 
I*ltions, even in many cases asking For a 
I 'PSIIIII~ ot rill the writings on a given sub- 
ject. With a, limited l~ersonnel, it  is mani- 

festly impossible to meel all oC these rle- 
~ n a ~ ~ d s ,  but in  such cases the writer is re- 
Ierretl to  local researchers of lrnown ability 
who care COP such demands [or a reason- 
able consideration, Through this arrange- 
ment, the man deprived of local library 
f:~cilities comes a t  once into possession of 
the "Open Sesame" to the richest l~ossible 
storcho~ise or medical literature, ancient 
and ~notlern. 

Ovcrsht~dowing all other services or 
hievenlents of this valuable Library, how- 

ever, is the publication I)y i t  of the Index 
Catt~logue. Tlus pioneel: worlc in med~cal 
I~ibllography is a t  ])resent nnrivaled by any 
slnlilar pn5lication in existence. This worlc 
is  an alphabetical list by sub~ec ls  and an- 
thors of all nlerlical literature-books, 
serials, palllphlets, and l)erioclical articles- 
of the world, An idea of the relative im- 
portance of thls colossal undertalrmg will 
at once he apl~arent  when we say tlml 
should lhis Catnlogue be utterly destroyed 
from the face of the earth, medical litera- 
ture, save for thxL of more recent yeflrs. 
woulrl instantly beco~ne a chaos. Two com- 
plete series-the first of sixteen, the second 
of twenty-one volumes-have al~peared and 
copy is now being prepared for volume 2 
of the Th l i~ l  Series. 

This, in part, hiefly clescribes our national 
Pountain of medical information. To fully 
(lescribe its resources, tiinctions and influ- 
ences would necessitate the writing of a 
history of the developnient of n~erlicxl 
science in this country, if not of all t m e .  
Suffice i t  to say that were the Library oP 
the Surgeon General's Office given a build- 
ing befitting its worth, insured a staff suS- 
Iicientlv large to carry fully into execution 
i ts  established politics, and supported by 
R generous approprlstion, i t  wonlcl tali@ its 
place anlong those institutions to which a11 
Americans, great and small, point with a 
justly merited national pride. 

The Air Service Library 

Although the Air Service Li11rar.v is one 
ot' the most recently organized in the entire 
War Depfirtrnent, il  is rnpirlly becoming an 
important technical and general Lilnary on 
matters pertaining to this 11ranch of the 
Service. The nnclens of the JJil1rary cam? 
with the transfer of the "Aviation Section 
of the S ~ g n ~ l  Corps of the Army," which on 
May 20, 1918 I~sranie the Division of Mili- 
h r y  Aeronautics "charged with the opera- 
tion and mainlennnce of all milltary air- 
craft," ancl the Rnreau or Aii'cralt Prorluc- 
tion, "cl~aigerl wit.11 complete and exclnsive 

jurisdiction and control over the prod~wtlon 
of a'rplanes, airpl~tne engines and egnip- 
nient for the use of the A ~ m y ,  and all boolrs, 
records and office equipment" 13). Act oC 
Congress of June 4, 1920, the Air Service, 
as it now functions, was created. 

The Air Serwce I,il~r.ary is chvged with 
"the procurement of all boolcs and maga- 
zines for all activities or the Air Serv~ce,  
both for the local 1il:rary and sisly-two avia- 
tion fields thronghout the country; gather- 
ing and nlttliing accessi,l)le for reference 
purposes the originals of nll rloc~~ments of 



May, 1921 S P E C I A L  L Z B R A R I E 8  99 

ilie Air Service; gathering and nlaintaming 
for reference purposes the or~ginal  print o,f 
all Air Service photographs, both forcign 
and domestic, the  collection of foreign and 
domestic information on all aeronautical 
subjects; receiving and routing of all M. I. 
U, Air Service milterial, and maintaining 
liaison between the  Air Service and Military 
Intelligence L)ivision; production or pro- 
curement of all slides and films of the Air 
Service to be used for instructional and 
historical purposes; collection and maliing 
accessible of sets  of blue prints for every 
accepted type of airplane, airplane engine, 
or airplane part," the aim being to malie 
t h ~ s  is the best aeronautical reference 
library in existence 

In August, 1918, the actual work of or- 
ganizing the Library was begun, and a l  this 
time there are classiflecl and catalogued, and 
immediately accessible, 2,500 standard boolrs 
on aeronautical and allied subjects; m d  
16,000 original clocuments; about 40,000 
photographs, and 2,000 films and slides, Lo- 
gether wilh n large collection of blue prlnts 
of airplane cngines and parts, and an  in- 
valnable clipping collection. 

Necessarily much of the inforn~atiou con- 
tained in the Library is af a confirlential 
or secret nature, and i s  accessible only to 
such persons a s  are designated by various 
governlment departments, ancl bureaus inter- 
ested in aeronautics. Each day a typed list 
of new material available is posted in tho 
library, where properly dcsignatecl persons 
n~s~l te  choice of the doculnents in which they 
are interested. 

Documents: While the library tries to 
hnve on i ts  shelves copies of every standard 
aeronautical publication, its most valna1)le 
resources are not the printed boolrs but 
rather the collection of some 16,000 origlnal 
documents, to which addition is  being made 
daily. These docunlents give the Iatc?st 
aaronaulical development in all conntnes 
ialerested m the subject, those from foreign 
countries bcing securecl through M. I. D. 
kom the  Ail- Attaches of all countries. 

Cataloguing: The cataloguing of these 
documents has been most interesting, for, 
since the  subject of aeronautics is so very 
new, tmhe cataloguers could not be guided en- 
tirely by the recognized cataloguing guides, 
but had to adapt existing classifications lo 
the peculiar needs oC the subject. Hence 
the document catalog here mill doubtless 
serve a s  a guide for future cataloguers. 

All documents a re  bound in manila cov- 
ers, and filecl i n  stecl cases, ancl f,or the 
16,000 docu~nents already filed u. rlictionary 
catalogue of some 28,000 cards has  been 
made. I n  addition to the, dictionary cata- 
logue a serial catalogue has also bcen made, 
as  there are so many invaluable series of 
aeronautical publications. 

Magasines: The Libmry subscribes to 
the best aeronautical periodicals, am1 now 
receives regularly 166 English and Ameri- 

can jollrnals, and thirty 111 seven foreigll 
laWnWes. These nlagtlxines are i l l~n~edi -  
> l t e l ~  analyzed, and althongh this analyxillg 
has been ~lolle but for a few n1011tils past, 
already about 5,000 index cards have been 
lll;\(le, thus nlalting the latest aeronautical 
news immed~ately accessible, 

Photom'a~l~s :  The IJiibrary collects, files, 
ant1 distributes all  photographs talcen by the 
Air Service. Already 40,090 photographs 
]lave been indexed and. filed for ready refer- 
ence, these include 11ot11 American and for- 
eign view!: of all kinds-views of cities, 
c a n m  historic build~ngs ant1 activities of 
the A. E. F. The Photogrnphic Section of 
the J~ibrary supplies many mi~gazines, 
schools, and o%anizations with Air Service 
1)hotograllhs lleecl~tl in their work. 

Films and Slides The procurenlent and 
clistribution of all Air Service fillus aucl 
slldes is  also part  of the library's iictivities 
and resources. These films ant1 slides a1.c 
Ionncd to  certain :luthorixed persons or  in- 
stitutions for lectllres and ~nstructiont~l DIW- 
poses. At this time there are sonle 2,000 
Alms and slicles in the collection, covering 
Air Service activities a t  home and al~road.  

Rlne Prints: The Blue Print Section has 
recently ,been turner1 over Lo the l,il)rary, 
ancl ~t is  proposed to collcct here, ready for 
reference and loan, under certain restric- 
tions, n set of blue prints for every accepted 
type of airplane, airplane englne or par t  

Personnel File: The Library has  accessi- 
ble a cart1 file giving thc name and record 
o,f every commissione~l officer who has been 
con~lectetl w ~ t h  Lhe Air Serv~ce since its 
l)eginning. 

Other resources: In add~tion to  the  ma- 
terial noted in the foregoing, the  Library 
has charge of the following files, of which 
no index nor calalogue has pet l ~een  ~nnde ,  
bul which are ava~ia l~ lc  for use, ancl will 
cventnally, when their contents have been 
accurtllely catalogued, become most va1nal)lc 
[lala for Lhe fnturc h~storian: 

A. E. I?. technical ancl information files 
--which contain all data pertaining to  
Air Service activities overseas. 

Bureau of Aircraft Procluction files- 
which give the history of  the 1)roduc- 
tloll of all airclaft (luring the war. 

Aircraft Board files-containing the rec- 
ords of the  AdvisoSS1 and Consulting 
Bonrcl. 

firajor Langmmr files-containing tech- 
llical lnforn~ation for the Bureau of 
Aircraft Froduction. 

Colonel r-~arrls' files-C01011el Harr is  
Tvas the legal advisor for Lhe Aircraft 
Board. 

Program Statistics files--the Pro- 
granls and statistics of i~lanes and en- 
gines during the War. 

such,  rongllly slietched, are the resouxeP 
t ha t  the  hlr Service Library of the U. S. 
A~~~~~ ouers to  the research worker; n col- 
lectiorl of information not to 
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be cluyllcated elsewhere, catalogued and posted 011 all things aeronautical-while the 
filed after approved methods, and available xuthorixerl searcher will find that his search 
lor  inmediate reference. for the most authentic data may end in the 

It is true that the nature of much of this J,il)rary of the Air Service of the U. S. 
information is such that i t  cannot be given Army. 
ont indiscriminately, but i t  is  here for the By authority of the Chief or Air Service: 
authorized searcher, and even the dilletante H M. HICKAM, 
will And enough lnaterlal vailable for his Major, Air Service, 
use to satisfy his curiosity, ancl to lceep him Chief, Tnforlnntion Group. 

( To be c a a t i n u e d )  

The Day's Work in a Bank Library 

There was a time when people didn't 
know what the term snbscription library 
meant. Then came the time when peoplc? 
didn't know esactly what a free library 
meant Next they liad to learn what a Car- 
negie library mennt. And now they're learn- 
ing to linow what a special li,brary means. 

There have been a good Inany invaders, 
like Daisy Ashforrl, I i o r ~ c e  Wade and Hilda 
Conkling, in the field of literature, lately 
To the unitiiitecl a financial library or any 
other Iiind of a library in a bank is consid- 
ered as an invader but the  initiated have 
a different viewpoint. We lmow, because in 
July, 1918, a general reference library was 
hegun in our bank and statistics show that 
its usefulness is constantly increasing. 

A special library after all  is not so clif- 
ferent from any other library. Just  remern- 
her  that you will see the same dictionary, 
the same encyclopedia, the  same World's 
Almanac and the same atlas on the shelves. 
Besides seeing these things mlth which you 
a re  so familiar, you may s ee  a few things 
with which you are unfamiliar 

Each flnancial library must  determine for 
itself the flelcl which it wishes to serve. 
Our Llbrary serves the group of First Wis- 
consin financial instimtutions, which inclnrle 
the  First Wisconsin National Bmlc, First 
Wisconsin Trust Company and First Wis- 
consin Company. We are not  primarilv a 
library o,f boolcs, but a librarv to mhlch 
13eopIe may come to ascertain where to And 
information. We do have some books of n 
general reference nature and then we haye 
other boolcs relating especially to  finance 

We also have some baclc flles of the 
"Bankers' Bible", in other words, the Com- 
mercial and Financial Chronicle, a s  well a s  
some baclc flles of the Banking Law Journal 
and the Annalist. We subscribe not only 
t o  flnancial magazines hut  to magazines 
which deal with current events and also to  
some of the trade journals. You will not  
see high piles of these on our shelves for 
as tiley come in they a r e  scanned and 
added to the information file, which contains 
material covering a wide range of subjects. 
As for  newspapers, the same policy is 
a d o ~ t e d ,  they too, being scanned and clipped 

and thus made readily accessible. 
We make a special point oP lteepinr: a 

copy of each printed matter which the Bnnlc 
issues. We lceep a scrap book which is 
especially devoted to publicity about the 
Bank  This scran boolr is consulled for 
many pnrposes. From i t  one can cstlmate 
the amonnt of publicity, even to the verY 
inc l~ ,  which the Rank or an incliviclnal has 
hncl during a certain period From i t  one 
conlrl get tips in writing the history of the 
Bank for a given period. Another invaln- 
able boolr is the one which contains the offi- 
pi81 and condensed statements, for each call, 
of the various banks belonging to the 3111- 
nsulzee Clearing ITonse Association. 

Very near our reading table you mill sea 
a whole shelf of the various services which 
a re  now beine nublishecl as  an aid to the 
lwsv man, Readers' Guide to Perlndlcal 
Literature. Public Affairs Inforniatioll Serv- 
ice, the Broolr~nire Service, the Babson 
Service, Industrial Relations, published bv 
the Bloomfield Brothers, and the various 
Income Tax Services a re  among those to 
be found 

There is  a certain neculiar fascination 
about doing ready reference work. Ont. 
can never tell when a patron enters tho 
T.ibrarr wh2,t he may want. Sometimes i t  
i s  merely the name of a cha iman oP 2 

committee in Cnnrrress. Again i t  is n i e r ~ l - ~  
t n  verifv the initials of some indlviA11~1 
li'renuentlv rrerlit men come in to consul+ 
the back files of our Directories as  this in. 
the onlv way in which thev can ascertnin 
the various rhanges of addresses or t l w  
flnatine nonulation Exports ancl imnorts 
rnme in for a large share of consideration 
We have dlscoverccl that  nearlv every tvne 
of h ~ s i n e s s  man 8eem.s to flnd a s ~ e d a l  
a~nlicnt ion from this for his business 

We have frequent inauirles as  lo what 1.. 
the best dictionary and encyclonedia fo r  
home puri~oses. We freauentlv select book:: 
for  men to give to Lhelr wives or sweet- 
hearts W e  suggest subjects and furnisll 
nlaterisl for speeches or newsimper articles 
Around income tax time we are fairlv 
s~vanl i~ed  settling simple points relating to 
tha t  question. 

By MARGARET R E Y N O L D S ,  
Librarian, First Wisconsin National Bank, Milwaukee. 
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Then ngiiin the m:~tter isn't so sin11)le 
when an  i~iquirer asks for material on long- 
haired asbestos; where i t  is found and what 
the yearly procluction has been for a l~eriotl 
of s e v e i ~ ~ l  years. Or perhaps tlle repre- 
sentative of one oC Wiscons~n's biggest con- 
cerns wants an nbstract of the Worltmen's 
Con~pensation laws In the fourteen states 
in which their company operates 

Incidentally, for an hour each day we cir- 
culate books to our employees. Some of 
these the  Bank owns and others we ol~tain 
from the Public Library. We always hare  
sonle fiction here and get ,the non-fiction to  
suit the needs of the intlivitlual. It makes 
no difference whether a. Inan is asked to 
speali on  Thrift a t  a meeting of the Y. P. 
S. C. E. and asks us Ior rnaterial or whelher 
11c wants to speak 011 the customs of Hal- 
lowe'en or on thc history of banking. We 

try tn serve all our Iriends a l~ l te  and, chang- 
ing llie words of the poet-llb~'a~,inn, "Live 
in n l x ~ ~ l i  Iby the  side of the road and  be a 
friend to man". 

Xaturallg in such t~ place as Milvaulcee, 
the lbatrons of the Library are rlllfte n cos- 
mopolitan group. W e  had the  Pole, just 
back lrom Poland, whoin we undeistoocl 
with difficulty, we have hat1 the Ill~iclu from 
far-away India who is  a professior In Eco- 
rioinics nncl we  have had the Greek. I1 is 
no ha i~ l e r  to deal with them than  it is  with 
tlle American who does not know what  he 
wants. Nen seein to feel that  nn elenlent 
or mystery o r  secrecy must surround any 
infolmation which they are trying to obtain 
and sometimes we have very amusing tlmes 
as  a result of this  secretiveness of some 
indlrfclu:~ls. (Repi.. Ii\in:u~cial Advertising, 
Feb., 1921.) 

Firrl Wisconsin Npiional 8at;k  o f  Milwaukee Libtrtry 
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The Research Department 
In nearly every bank the day's mail brings 

great quantities of ptlinphlets, booklets, re- 
ports, c l i l~ lmgs  and letters giving Inore or 
less valuable inlorimtion on many different 
subjects. Qmte ol'ten, 111 the pressure ot 
routine business much of this intorniatlon 
gets lost 01. buried and is seen no more. 
Papers a re  thrown away that perhaps in 
two weelis or two n~onths  will be bacll~. 
wanted, o r  if they are not thrown away they 
are so comgletcly hidden under a heap of 
1):~pei-s on somebocly's desk that  hours ot 
time a re  wastcrl in trying to find them. All 
this can be avoided by the organiaation of 
a. sysleinatic filing niethod under the direct 
responsibility of some one person. 

"Ilesenrch Degartment" sounds perhaps 
altogether too formidable to the average 
sized b a n k  I t  creates a picture of an  elsbo- 
rately organized department with a large 
staff of skillecl investigators. It  need be 
nothing so de luxe as  this. All tha t  is  nec- 
essary is to have some one person in the 
bank responsible for flllng and indexing lhe 
information that  comes into the bank and 
holdlng i t  so that  ~t can be readily access'l- 
ble tor the use of officers and clients. In a 
s~ual ler  bank it is  quite possible for  the 
f i l~ng clepartment to perform this [unction. 
The most iniportant thing is to have all oE 
t h ~ s  material centralized instead of being 
scattered about the bank on tha desks of 
various oflicere. 

Thls department should also have charge  
of the bank's library. Nearly every bani: 
has a t  least Some hooks 011 banlring a n d  
allied subjects. These should be kept cen- 
trally located and carefully indexed ,so t h a t  
t l W  11121Y be used to the best advantuge. 
Eln~)loSees should be encouraged to read 
l~ooks of an  educational nature atoilg l ines 
in which t h y  are ~articularly interested. 

3 l U a ~ l n e s  and periodicals should also be 
li(Vt on file by this degartment and ar t icles  
on various Subjects indexed for future ref-  
erence. An article in a current magazifle 
on cattle loans, for example, may no t  be 
01 any Dai-ticular interest a t  the time it Is 
recelvcd, but perhaps a few months later ,  
Vlce-Presidenl So-and-so will be called upon 
to malie an  address before a local farmers '  
nssocialion and he will be mighty glad to 
brush up a bit on the latest develogn~ents  
or this subject. All he  has to do is  t o  cal l  
lor a list of references from the Research 
Department. 

Once t~ department of this kind is  organ- 
ized it 1s relatively easy to keep i t  up. It 
is a silnple matter of daily routine a n d  ac- 
cumulated matter becomes more valclable 
lrom clay to day as mare and more material 
is collected and indexed. 

Eanlrs that have such departments a r c  
enthusiastic a s  to results and can't  see  how 
they ever got  along without. (Regr. The  
Bankers' Magazine, April, 1921) .  

Report on the Hospital Library and Service Bureau* 
D O N E L D A  R. H A M L I N ,  Director. 

The Hospital Library and Service Bureau 
wns organized by the American Conference 
on Hosl~ital Service to act a s  a clearing 
house lor  lnntlers of interest to those active 
in the hospi,tal and public health fields. 
Until i t s  establishment there had been no 
centrnlization otl hospital 11lerature 111 this 
country, no complete subject index covcring 
currenl or past writings on hospital tol~ics 
(save those made in a snlall way for indi- 
vidual use), and no extensive collection of 
plans, specifications, lists or equipment, and 
analyses based on actnal operation of insll- 
tutions of a type such as woulild be helpful 
to  individuals, comniunities and public offi- 
cials responsible for the  development of new 
hospitals, dispensaries, health centers, and 
allied institutions. 

The Hospita.1 Library and Secvice Burean 
is co-operative In every essential, not only 
its success ,but. its very existence depend 
upon *$he co-operation of those active in the 
field i t  serves. I t  is a central repository 
wherein information is  so arranged and 

tabulated a s  to  be made available f o r  t h e  
use of those engaged in building, equipping, 
and operating hospitals, sanator~ums,  dis- 
pensarles, health centers, and allied inst i tu-  
tions. 

While the Hospital Library and Service 
Bureau is under the direct guidauce of the 
Conference, its imsmediate establishment 
was made possible by the financial support 
of national hospital, surgical, medical, and 
social service organizations, aided by the 
Rocltefeller Foundation. -4mong the organl- 
aations which have so far contributed to  the 
support of the  Library are: The  National 
Catholic Welfare Council, the American As- 
socia.tion of Industrial Physicians and  Sur- 
geons, t he  Amerlcan Medical kssociatlon, 
tho American Hospital Association, and  the 
3Toclern Hospital Publishing Company. The  
Alllerican Dietetic Association has also 
pledged i ts  support. While it shoulrl be un- 
derstood tha t  the Library and Service Bu- 
reau serves, gratuitously, individuals hav- 
ing legitimate 'interest in any phase of the. -- 

* Rend before the Amerlcan Conference on HoapItal Service, March 9, 1921, Chlcago. 






























