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some of the attractive titles.

VOLUME 20 is finished with 1929 and we are making plans for the New

Year. There will be changes and improvements in the Magazine, errors
and omissions noted, and new features added to keep pace with the trend. A
score of manuscripts await publication.
Today, The Library a Profitable Department, Legislative Reference Service, are

Business Builders, Bibliography of

Investment Research®
By Mrs. Ada M. Mosher, Librarian, Investment Research Corporation Library

PECIAL research in the fleld of

investment securities is not new.
Wealthy investors and trustees long
have employed skilled and trained in-
vestment counsel in the management
of their funds. Unfortunately, until
the rise of investment trusts, such ser-
vices were not available to the small
investor. The cost was prohibitive.

General recognition of the scientific
character and value of investment re-
search is new.

In a recent address, the President of
the American Bankers Association de-
plores the fact that a “Great many in-
dividuals, corporations, and even bank-
ers, . . . do their investing almost en-
tirely on impulse . . . trusting to their
general sense of balance to bring about
the proper combination of safety, in-
come, marketability, and other essen-

tials of a sound investment program.”
It is estimated that, in the United
States, more than a billion dollars is
sunk annually in fraudulent or worthless
securities. Not only is this huge sum
lost to legitimate and profitable busi-
ness, but in it is swept away the lifelong
savings of many trustful wage.earners.
Formerly ownership of securities was
confined to the wealthy few. Within
a decade such ownership has spread to
the general public. It has been said that
“almost every American family has some
holdings of stocks or bonds that are
paying dividends or regrets.”

The average investor has neither time
nor training needed to select sound and
profitable securities. The problem is too
complex. The mass of stock and bond
offerings is bewildering. New security
issues offered in 1928 totaled more than

*Addreas before the Financial Group, Special Libraries Association, May 18, 1929,
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nine and a half billion dollars (89,691,-
611,499) including over five and a half
billions ($5,623,532,668) in bonds and
about four billions ($4,068,073,831) in
stocks. 1927 offerings were almost as
great ($9,597,667,655).

In 1928, 920,550,032 shares of stock
were sold on the New York Stock
Exchange, or six and a half times the
total sales in 1918. Add to this stock
sold on all other exchanges, throughout
the country, sales on the New York
Curb, sales in the open market, and vast
transactions in bonds of every variety,
and you may appreciate the problem
confronting the average investor. How
can he successfully grope through this
baffling financial maze to profitable and
safe investment?

Few men and women are equipped
to make an initial analysis of securities
having apparent investment value. Few-
er still are able to follow and appraise
general economic conditions and indus-
trial, corporation, and market trends.
This is the function of the investment
research specialist, and even his findings
cannot be guaranieed.

Many individuals and organizations
now are engaged in such research. Not
only do they supervise invested funds
for wealthy families, such as the Rocke-
fellers, but they hold an increasingly
important place in trust companies,
banks, and brokerage houses. In
populous cities, Investment Counsel
offer guidance to the general public.
Large organizations have been formed
to sell investment services. Many of
these invite additional inquiries {rom
their clients. If the answer entails a
special research, a charge is made for
that service. Some financial periodicals
and even daily papers recommend
definite stocks for purchase. Great
care must be exercised in following such
advice. On February 2nd and 9th of
this year, the London IZconomist pub-
lished the results of its investigation of
“tips’’ in daily papers. 273 recommended
securities were followed over a period of
four months. A time was selected when
market conditions were favorable. The
percentage gained by a hypothetical
purchaser of this entire list was less
than the percentage of gain shown by
the general market. Even that small
gain was erased by commissions and
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transfer charges, so that this purchaser
actually lost money.

The rapid rise of investment trusts
in the United States has created a new
investment situation. Old and well
established in Europe, until recently,
they were little known here. The well
conducted investment trust offers an
excellent opportunity for safe and profit-
able investment. It is true that such an
organization is dependent far success on
the integrity and ability of its manage-
ment. But this is true of any business
enterprise. The basic idea is sound.

With the rise of investment trusts,
another type of research organization
was created to supervise their funds.
Since this is the type with which I am
connected, and therefore best acquainted
perhaps we can get a clearer picture of
investment research by sketching briefly
the organization, methods, and sources
of information used by the Investment
Research Corporation, located in De-
troit, Michigan. It was organized to
conduct a research and statistical service
in the field of investments. Its investi-
gations cover general economic condi-
tions, trends in various industries, and
appraisals of specific companies. It
does not render a general advisory ser-
vice to the investing public. The results
of its investigations are not published,
but serve as a basis for recommending
securities to the investment companies
by whom it is retained.

At present, eighteen specialists are
engaged in studies of industries and
companies. The men are assigned to
special fields, such as banking, insurance,
agricultural machinery, the rubber in-
dustry, the chemical industry, auto-
motive industry, railroads, electrical
equipment, public utilities, etc. Men
are selected who have a technical knowl-
edge of the assigned fields. Chemical
industries are studied by a chemist.
Engineering ficlds are covered by an
engineer.

The investigations are very searching.
Let us assume that a man has been as-
signed to study the rubber industry.
Some of the factors he investigates are:

Present sources of the supply of raw
rubber and possible future sources;
vearly production; amount available
for use in the United States; prices of
raw rubber of various grades; imports;
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duty; preseni uses of rubber and possi-
ble future uses; what types of rubber
goods ure manufactured ; and the amount
ol each type; cost of manufacture and
value of finished products; distribution
or market for rubber goods; prohable
future demand and other facts.

Tying the industry study to the com-
pany study, he considers the location
of the manufacturing plant or processing
industry, its distance from the source of
raw malerials and from its consuming
public, transportation facilities, freight
rates, the physical equipment of the
plant, employment conditions, the ex-
perience and character of managements
and the soundness of their policies, and
similar basic factors. After all other
available sources of information are
utilized, visils are made to the plants
and offices of the companies whose
securities are under consideration. Re-
ports are then carefully drawn and are
reviewed by several widely experienced
experts. Finally they are submitied to
the Investment Committee whose task
it is to make recommendations for
security purchases. Altler a report is
completed and accepted, a constant
watch is kept for any changes in the
industry as a whole or in the status of
the company reported on. New patents
or discoveries, changes in industrial
processes or policies, changes in manage-
ment, probable increase or decrease in
popular demand and other factors are
carefully noted and brought out in
revised or supplemental reports and
statistical charts. In this way the in-
formation is kept rigidly up to date.

In addition to these industry and
company studies, a weekly report goes
to each investment trusi served. This
contains a review of general business
conditions, the stock market outlook,
the credit situation, and similar invest-
ment information. Concise but very
exlensive statistical data is given on
interest rates, profits, gold supply,
position of the Federal Reserve and
Commercial banks, brokers loans, vol-
ume of production, including ha'ance
Letween production and consumption
purchasing power and many othe.
factors. This weekly report also con-
tair.s a statistical review of the particu-
lar securities held by the investment
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companies or recommended to them for
purchase,

Such intensive but hroad research
requires not only experienced special-
ists, but also an extensive and carefully
§elected research library. It is equally
important that a librarian be selected
who is trained and able not only to make
the resources of her own library available
for use, but also to utilize the resources
of the public and special libraries of her
own and other communities, and other
sources of information.

The Investment Research Corpora-
tion library consists of many books and
periodicals, more pamphlets and clip-
pings, and a growing collection of maps,
charts and valuable analytical rel[erences
to outside resources. We use the
Dewey Decimal classification, modified
as little as possible, and the Library of
Congress cards. Our hook collection
contains the usual general reference
material necessary to any library, good
general and Dbusiness dictionaries, en-
cyclopedias, almanacs, year books, and
trade directories. Statistical theory and
especially statistical data are empha-
sized. 'We have books on economics,
wagcs, income, prices, investments, man-
uals such as Poor's and Moody's and
the Standard Statistics Company's ser-
vices, books on banking, taxation, trusts,
public utilities, agricultural economics,
accounting, domestic and foreign trade,
chemical  technology, manufactures,
acronautics, automobiles, oil industry,
refrigeration, economic geology, eco-
nomic geography, and related subjects.

The publications of the United States
Government are especially useful, in-
cluding investigations of the Federal
Trade Commission, The Tarif Com-
mission, Interstate Commerce Com-
mission, Congressional Hearings, etc.
Issues of the Departmeni of Commierce
and its various bureaus and divisions
are indispensable and we receive most
of the press releases from this depart-
ment.

We subscribe to financial, economic,
and trade periodicals. This list is
constantly changing as new studies are
nndertaken by the research staff. Our
preserit subscription list is attached.
Our gift collection is at least as large,
consisting of monthly periodicals of the
federal reserve and other domestic
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and foreign banks, industrial and trade
bulletins, etc.

Our pamphlet and clipping files are
large and growing rapidly. We clip
periodicals very [reely. An average of
about one hundred clippings are taken
from each issue of the Commercial and
Financial Chronicle although a bound
file is kept. We have annual reports of
most of the companies listed on the New
York Stock Exchange, Pamphlets are
kept in vertical steel files, the com-
panies being arranged under these ma-
jor divisions:

Industrial and financial

Railroad
Public Utility
Investment Trusts
General data is arranged alpha-

betically by subject, grouped under
broad divisions such as ‘‘Industries,”
“Railroads," etc., and then more mi-

nutely subdivided.
In the collection of this material we
check regularly:
The Public Affairs Information

Service Bulletin

The Industrial Arts Index

The Monthly Catalog of U. S.
Public Documents and weekly
check-list

The Monthly Check-list of State
Publications

Special lists of U. S. Government
Departments

Domestic Commerce

[ists in Economic and Financial
Periodicals

Lists of new books added to the
Public Library

Announcements of publishers

Bibll(ilographics in books new and
0

Other miscellaneous notices

A good example of a book giving
ample references to source material for
the investment library is Carl Snyder’'s
‘“Business Cycles and Business Measure-
ments."

In a research organization the staff
will aid materially in bringing newly
published data to the attention of the
Librarian. Needless to say this habit
should be encouraged.

The Librarian should use great care
in the selection of material. It must
be authoritative and it must be ap-
plicable. She should be equally judi-
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cious in rejecting and discarding. She
must not clutter her files and the time
of the research staff with useless mater-
ial.

It may be interesting to cite a few of
the questions recently submitted to our
library. A complete record of questions
is not, but should be, kept. The ques-
tions cited are selected almost at random:

1. Prices of hardwood lumber in the
rough.

2. Production of coal and coke in
1928.

3. Article on the flotation process
for the recovery of acid phos-
phates.

4, Maps and charts of cement pro-
duction.

5. Date of split-up of stock of
certain companies.

6. Total income tax paid by corpo-
rations and individuals on March

15th each year.

7. Yearly replacements of cars,
locomotives, and other railway
equipment.

8. Waeight of a barrel of cement.
9. Highway mileage in southeastern
states, amount surfaced and un-

surfaced.

10. Automobile truck production by
capacities.

11, Price of cocoanut oil for series
of years.

12. Recent map of oil refineries of the
United States, also pipe lines.

13. Costof drilling oil wells.

14. Biographies of officials of certain

companies.

Of all the many interesting fields open
to the special librarian, investment re-
search is one of the most interesting.

The possibility of doing intensive
work, the breadth of the feld, the
pleasure in serving highly trained special-
ists, and the very challenge prcsented
by their nced [or adequate, authoritative
and definite data, are stimulating.

To the idealist an added pleasure
comes from having a part in an enter-
prise designed to safeguard accumulated
savings. To the few such accumulated
savings mean freedom to devote both
time and money to community service.
To all, they mean freedom {rom the fear
of ultimate dependence or poverty.

Whatever contributes to human well
being and happiness is worth while.
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First Aids in Reference Work®

By Edith L. Shcarer, Consulting Librarian, Western Union Telegraph Co.

PUBLIC utility is 2 hydro-headed

creature and many-sided are the
reference books necdful in a public
utility library.

First aid implies help on the spot, at
the moment, yet the most wvaluable
first aid, a good catalogue needs ade-
quate time and slow and careful prepara-
Liort.

With a few indexes, handbooks and
encyclopedias mix a little imagination
to find what the question is all about,
and then one is ready to get the informa-
tion.

I am telling you of some of the special
tools found helpful in a public utility
library. I alsohavehere a list of ques-
tions actually asked that will show the
wide range of preparation necessary.

First of all of course, are the en-
cyclopedias and the dictionary, con-
sulted by all. The readers enjoy helping
themselves to these, and in my ex-
perience most of the men own engineer-
ing handbooks and are familiar with the
contents. The handbooks in the Li-
brary are mainly for ithe use of the non-
technical librarian.

The Bureau of Standards Miscel-
laneous Paper, No. 65; National Direc-
tory of Commodity Specifications, 1925,
is a valuable aid and frequently used.
It is a classified list of specifications, well
indexed. The subjects range from sheep
pens and window glass to colton sleeves
for electrical insulation. The specifica-
tions are almost always readily obtain-
able. Unfortunately some are included
which were proposed but never issued.
There is no indication as to which arc
notl available. The Proceedings of the
American Society for Testing Materials
is often a life saver. Itsthree volumes of
indexes togeiher cover the years 189§-
1925. Each year the Society publishes
one volume of technical papers and also
one volume of tentative standards and
specifications for a variety of substances,
steel, textile fabrics, oils, etc.

Then there is ‘‘Index to the Publica-
tions of the Bureau of Standards,”
Circular No. 24, Seventh Edition, with

Supplqmcnt to December 31, 1928. The
Scientific, Technologic Papers and Cir-
culars are daily food to us and as in-
clusive as the subjects are. we often
wish {or more.

Science Abstracts thoroughly indexes
the forcign and American periodicals.
It covers one hundred and sixty period-
icals. There are five sponsors of Science
Abstracts, the electrical societies of
America, England and Italy and the
English and American physical societies.
It is published by the Institution of
Electrical Engineers. This is a pre-
eminent aid for certain electrical and
scientific articles. The classified index is
difficult to use until one is accustomed
to it. A good list of authors is helpful.
Science Abstracts is monthly but is late
in coming. There are two distinct parts
Science and Electticity, each with sep-
arate indexes.

Chemical Abstracts, more than pure
chemistry is broad in its scope of applied
chemistry. If looking for information on
timber, metallurgy, effect of lead on
concrete, a newly named material or
almost any subject, there is a very good
chance that Chemical Abstracts will be
the place to find it. Two ten year in-
dexes, author and subject 1s a good start-
ing place for a search.

Chemical Catalog is a place to look
for unfamiliar substances and trade
names. For instance the clue in a search
for material on ““Dragon’s Blood"’ came
from the Chemical Catalog. Also
Thorpe's Chemical Dictionary is a help-
ful aid for applied chemistry and manu-
facture of many things in general.

Circular of the Bureau of Standards,
No. 101; “Physical Properties of Mater-
ials: Strength and related properties of
metals and woods.” This has been issued
in two editions, the latest one 1924, We
need it more often than Smithsonian
Physical Tables. Properties and uses of
less commonly used metals are de-
scribed briefly. It also includes data on
manilla rope, hard to find in other places;
and results of tests on 126 species of
woods.

*Address before the Commercial-Technical Group, Special Libraries Association, May 16, 1929
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Every reference room should have a
copy of ""Ready Reference Tables,
Conversion Factors of Every Unit or
Measare in Use;"” by Carl Hering. The
title is a true description of its contents.
Although first published in 1904, its
usefulness has not diminished.

In 1924, Pitman published A Dic-
tionary of Electrical Terms” compiled
by S. R. Roget. This is a small volume,
casily handled. According 1o the preface
an effort was made to ‘'steer a middle
course hetween incompleteness and re-
dundancy.” Tt is the most up to date
glossary on electricity in our library; the
definitions are clear. This book is a
necessity.

Circular No. 60, Bureau of Standards;
Electrical Units and Standards. The
second edition was published in 1920.
Filty-three pages of text, defining, ex-
plaining and giving hislory of units is
followed by appendices 1st Conversion
factors; 2d Laws of various countries on
electric units; 3d Bibliography; and -Hh
Symbols.

Natioual Academy of Science and
National Research Council, whose head-
quarters as you know are here in Wash-
ington, are responsible for that ‘‘fAirst
aid" “International Critical Tables of
Numerical Data, Physics, Chemistry and
Technology.” The original plan was five
volumes, but this has now been extended
1o include seven, five of which have been
published. 1t is of the nature of the
forcign publication “Annual Table of
(Constants and Numerical Data.” “In-
ternational Critical Tables” is easier 1o
use as it is not an annual, and all the
madterial on each subject is found in one
place. Volumes 1-4 are compleicly in-
dexed in Volume 5. Some of the sub-
jects treated in volume one are
laboratory technique; radioactivity; in
volume two, bakelite, wood, glass, rub-
ber, leather, textile fabric and other
madterials. Volumes three and four,
chemistry; Volume five is mostly on
heat and light, applied physics; photlog-
raphy; and lastly soap and soap solu-
tions. The whole work is a collection of
restlts of tests on substances and details
of their properties. A bibliography is
included, with authorities for the state-
ments made.

There is a new German encyclopedia
on electrical communication. ‘‘Hand-
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worterbuch des Elektrischen IFermel-
dewesens,"” published in Berlin in 1929,
by Springer. It is in two volumes, il-
lustrated and arranged alphabetically.
Telegraph, telephone, with their won-
derful new inventions have no book in
English describing up-to-datec apparatus.
This new encyclopedia is the only thing
of its kind. The new instrumenis and
methods are described briefly in signed
articles with bibliographic references.
“Dictionary of Modern English
Usage,” by W. H. Fowler, joint author of
the Concise Oxford Dictionary. This
is an interesting and unique book. Iis
usefulness has been (uestioned because
it is English in iis point of view. It
should, however, be in the Library in
addition to the usual books of synonyms.

“Marvyn Scudder's Manual of Ex-
tinct or Obsolete Companies, Vol. 1,
appcared in 1926 and Vol. 2 in 1928 and a
third one will be published shortly. An
older much used work of this nature is
entirely out of print, A widely diver-
sified list of companies is listed. It does
not pretend to be complete. One volume
does not supersede the other, but is
supplementary to.il. Looking for an
obscure company is one of the most
tedious tasks given to a librarian and
a short-cut of 1his kind is welcome.

There have been two annual numbers
of Poor’s Directory of Directors for
1928 and 1929, This is the only pub-
lication listing the directors ol every
city in the United States and is a great
convenience. It is arranged alpha-
betically by the name of the director and
has also a geographical arrangement.

These are only a modicum of the many
reference books necessary for hrst aid.
A collection of all the tools possible will
not he sufficient. To them add imagina-
tion, persisience and ingenuity. The
one thing sought may be found in an
obscure place.

A.L. A.Conference.

The fifty-second annual conference of
ithe American Library Association will be
heldin Los Angeles, Cal., June23-28,1930.
Headquarters will be at the Los Angeles
Biltmore Hotel, convenieni of access to
the Los Angeles Public Library.
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Some First Aids in Reference
By M. E. Pellett, Librarian, The Port of New York Authority

E of the Port Authority Library

have our questions Lo answer, just
as all librarians do. It is our business to
answer, even though the question bhe
ridiculously impossible. In addition to
inquiries on all phases of transportation,
there iz a miscellaneous collection in-
cluding such nuts to crack as the fol-
lowing:

I want o design illusirating the folium of
Descartes.

How <o you write and pronounce 75" in
Gaelic?

When was Richmond made a pait of the
Creater Cliy ?

How do vou write the Greek letter "delta?”

Give me the population of New Yok by
assembly clistricts,

[ am looking for the statistics of wheat ex-
ports by States of origin.

(et me the “'Statist Index,"

\What is ithe Hungarian for ''skin soap?”

Let me see some pictures of bridges ovet
maiginal wavs.

I wani to knew all about “'La Corniche' on
the Rivicra.

Did New York harbor freeze over in 18447

What is the depth of the Meisey Tunnel
under the river bed?

A Brooklyn booster tells me that the lonnage
of Newton Creck exceeds that of the
M;smssippi River. How much of a liar is
he

I am not going to take up your val-
uable time telling you aboul the World
Almanac, which everybody knows about.
Instead I have listed a few books, some
of them not so well known, which we use
a great deal in atlempling to defend our
title of purveyors to the fact-hungry.
Thelist [ollows:

Ashwell, Thomas & Co., pub.

Exporters’ Encyclopacdia, 23d an. ed, 1928
Containing full and authentic information
relative to shipments for cvery country in
the world. $20.00 per copy incl. supp. bul-
letins which keep the encyclopaedia up to
date throughout the subscription vear. Pub.
by Thomas Ashwell & Co., Inc.,, New York
1600p. 20 cm.

Answers questions regarding consuls, parcel
post, ports, shipment of goods, steamship
lines, also contains much data usually found
in a descriptive atlas.

Crain, G.D., Jr.

Market data book: containing a directory of
industrial, trade and class publications.
Chicago, G. D. Cramn, Jr., c1928 495 p. ads.

tables, stat. 2lcm. [Index to publications,
p. 13-20, Busincss reference publications,
p. 108-11; Unclassified pubhcations, p.
494-5.]

May be consulted for data on industrics in
Canada and the U S ; is especially good for
marketing mquirtes, as its title implies;
is ‘ll directory of Canadin and U. S, period-
1Cclls,

Editor & Publisher

Market guide for 1929. The space buyers'
key Lo 1400 city and town markets m U. S
and Canada,

Contains much valuable data on cities and

towns as well as general information relative
to maikets.

Great Britain—(Board of) Trade

Statistical abstract for the Unjted Kingdom
[or each of the 15 years from 1913 to 1927.
72d number Presented by the Pies. of the
Bd. of Trade to Parliament by command of
his Majesty, Jan 1929. London, [Govt] 1929,
377p. tables, stat. 25cm. Contents: Climate;
Population; Social, Civil and industrial con-
ditions; Defense; National finance; Local
govt. finance; Banking , Provident as-
socs ; Agric. and fisheries; Mining and metals;
Transport and communications; Trade and
commerce,

The contents as listed give only a taint idea
of what is really contained in this volume
When looking up statistics on anything in
England it is well to consult it befoic geing
further.

Hurd, Sir Archibald

The “Shipping World" Year Book: a desk
manual on trade, commerce, and navigation,
ed. by Sir Archibald TTurd, with a map of the
world showing the 1outes of steamers and
railways, important ports and coaling sta-
tions, and with insct maps of ports, hatbours,
waterways, ctc., prepared by J. G. Barthol-
omew. 1929, 43d an ed Lond., ““The Ship-
ping World"” Offices. x1. 328-42854-[3]+
4524-392p. xli-lvui, 19cm Sec. I, General; I1,
British poits; IIT, Foreign and dominion
ports; IV, Customs tariffs of the English
speaking world.

When in search of information of any kind
relative to ports, consult this volume if you
would save time.

Directory of Directors Co.

Directory of Directors in the City of New
York, 1927/1928. N. Y., Dircctory ol
Directors Co. ¢1927 1228 p. append. 20cm.
This is a New York City “Who's Who in
Business” in condensed form; is highly
specialized, in that it gives under each man’s
name the organizatione in which he is a
ditector; very valuab!- for looking up inter-
locking directorates.

* Address before the Commereial-Technical Group, Spemal Libraries, May 16, 1929
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Heaton Publishing Company

Heaton's commercial handbook of Canada
{Ieaton's annual) 25th year, 1929, Toronto,
Can. Heaton, 1929 780p ads. il. tables, stat.
19cm.

Inquiries on Canadian commerce and trans-
portation can usually be answered by refer-
ence to this hook

McCourt, A. G., ed

Custom house guide of foreign and domestic
commetce ncluding U S, cuslotns tanff
66th year. LEditor, A. G. McCourt . . .
New York: Custom House Guide, c1928.
ssvi, 1324p. 19cm.

This we use mostly in answering questions
regarding consular services, port charges,
foreign exchange, shipment of goods, and
the U. S, tariff,

Neo-Techni research corporation

“Enginecis'" — hsting the engincers of
corpatations wilth their official duties and
connections . . . ; by Neo-Techni research

corpotation, New York, N. Y. 1928 30cm.
Note: Individual paging for ecach division.
Tlis is a sort of “Who's Who in Company
Enginecers” and besides being valuable as a
directory il answers many questions asked
ielative to engineering malerials.

N. J].—(Bur) Statistics & Records

Industrial directory of N. J., 1927. vol. 7,
comp. by the Buv. of Stats. & Records, Dept.
of Labor. Ilohoken: Stinson ¢1927. 671p.
72p ads, il map. (For preceding volumes
sce N, J.—(Buw) Industrial Statistics )
This is the book without which questions on
New Jersey will surely plague you.

U, S. Engineer Dept.
Annual 1epoit of the Chief of Engineers,
U. S, Aimy. [lssued by] Chief of Engrs,
U S, Army War Dept.,, Washn.,, D. C,
Washn. GPO. [annually in two or more vols |
Vol 2.—Statistics. 1928, Pt. 2.  1033p.
tables, stat. 23cm,
I mention Part 2 of this report because it is
the only source of inforation on the statis-

tics of domestic water-borne gommerce of
the U.S.

U. S—(Bd.) Engineers for Rivers &
Harbors

Port seties. no. [ & seq. Bd, Engrs. & U. 8. S,

B. p. var. 1l ph, maps. 23cm.

For data on any important port of the

United States, from Portland, Maine, to the

ports of Puget Sound, this is the port li-

brarian’s first and oftentimes only aid. It

1s a formidable set; theie ate three volumes
on the Port of New York alone,

The Department of Commerce and
the Shipping Board are working on a
similar series covering [oreign ports.

Inasmuch as 1 am now speaking [rom
the viewpoint of the reference librarian,
it may not be out of place to remind you
of the value of periodicals in this con-
nection. They are replete with relerence
material. The problem is how to find
in them just what you want when you
want it. There is, of course, the rule-
of-thumb method: You remember the
character of matter a periodical carries,
and you hunt for it until you find it.
Anybody can do that; but is it the meth-
od of the specialist that the special
Iibrarian should be? ‘The better method
is to place in your catalogue, under the
appropriate heading, a card covering
every subject pertinent to your business
which is treated currently in the period-
icals your library receives. One card
under each subject-heading does for all
time. Note on it the name of the period-
ical, the fact that the particular type of
information is given currently, the
rubric under which it appears, and how
it is listed in the periodical’'s table of
contents. A main entry card for the
periodical should show the tracers; and
on it may also be noted, although not
absolutely neccessary, all the special
types of information carried in its
columns currently. This is a method
we have found to be very eflective in
the Port Authority Library.

Executive Board
PresieNT—Wilham Alcott, Librarian, Boston Globe, Boston, Mass.
First VIcE-PreseNT—Miss Florence Bradley, Librarian, Metropolitan Life Inswance Co,

New York, N. Y

Seconp Vice-PrrIENT—Aliss Margaict Reynolds, Librarian, First Wisconsin National
Dank, Milwankee, Wisconsin.
TrEASURER—Mss Elizabeth O Cullen, Reference Librarian, Bureau of Railway Economics,

Washington, D C.

Direciors—A\iss Eleanor S Cavanaugh, Libratian, Standard Statistics Co., Nc.w York City;
Arthur E. Bostwick, Librarian, Public Library, St. Louis, Mo ; Angus Fletcher,
Librarian, British Library of Information, New York, N. Y.

General Office
ExrcuTive SecreraRy—AMrs Mary H. Brigham, 11 Nisbet Street, Providence, R. I,
Phone, Plantations 0798

N
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What the Bureau of Education has to Offer
the Special Libraries of the District
of Columbia

By Margaret F. Ryan

T 1is surprising how few people
comparatively speaking, are aware of
the existence of the Bureau of Educa-
tion. In 1867 this bureau was estab-
lished primarily for the purpose of col-
lecting educational statistics and of dis-
seminating educational information.
That is exactly what it is doing to-day.
Due to the lact that the editions for
free distribuiion are so small, an at-
tempt is made to send the publications
whete they will reach the greatest
number, which in most cases is to
libraries—public and private, college,
teachers college, high-school, and a
number of special libraries such as the
Red Cross, hospital, Government, and
public-school.

Approximately 50 bulletins and a
number of leaflets and circulars on all
phases of education are issued each vear,
The Bureau also publishes a periodical
entitled ‘‘School Life,” a magazine of
20 pages, for teachers and school ad-
ministrators which is published month-
ly, except during July and August.
The page entitled “New Books in
Education” is invaluable to librarians
in the educational field.

The Library of the Bureau of Educa-
tion contains 135,000 volumes on strictly
pedagogical subjects as well as 500
magazines. A few years ago it contained
175,000 volumes but many of the hooks
have Deen given away. The material
in the library is offered io readers both
through consultation at the bureau and
by interlibrary and personal loans. It
supplies free on request biblingraphies
on all educational subjects and pre-
pares a bulletin entitled ‘'Record of
Current IEducational Publications,”
which presents a general survey of
current educational literature in books
and periodicals. Its collection of official
documents, both American and foreign,
college catalogues, texibooks, files of
educational periodicals, society pro-

ceedings, and city school reports can not
be duplicated.

Reading courses such as “Thirty
books on great fiction,” “Twenty books
for parents,”” “Forty books for boys and
girls,"” etc., may he obtained free by
applying to the Home Education Divi-
sion of the bureau.

As to the publications of the bureau of
education which would be useful Lo the
following libraries, the names of the
libraries speak for themselves: The
Agricultural Economics Bureau Library,
Home Economics Burcau Library, Agri-
cultural Experiment Stations Office Li-
brary, Character Education Institution
Library, Federal Board for Vocational
Education, and the Instituie of Eco-
nomics Library.

Needless to say the Congressional
Library, the libraries of the lIouse of
Representatives, the Senate, the Govern-
ment Printing Office, the United States
Chamber of Commerce, and the National
Education Association receive all the
publications of this bureau.

The libraries of the universities,
teachers colleges, high-school, and ele-
mentary schools, both public and pri-
vate, are also on our mailing list for the
publications pertaining to their par-
ticular field.

Columbia Institution for the Deaf
Library and the Volta Bureau Library
find our bulletins on statistics and
schools for the deafl useful in much the
same way that the Blind Library and
the National Library for the Blind
find the bulletins on the blind bhelpful.

The productions of the Health Edu-
cation Division are sent to ihe libraries
of the American Red Cross, the Sur-
geon General’s Office, and the Public
Health Service, while those of the
Foreign Education Division are sent
to the libraries of the Pan American
Union and the State Department.
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The libraries of the Corcoran Art
Gallery and the National Gallery of
Art receive our hiennial report on the
progress of art education as well as the
industrial education circulars

DPublic-school laws regarding the
length of the school day, the school year,
teachers’ pensions, certification of teach-
ers, Bible reading in the public schools,
and the progress of legal education are
sent to the Bar Association Library.

Americanization material is forwarded
to the libraries of the Immigration Bu-
reau, the Labor Department, and the
Naturalization Bureau,

The National Catholic Service School
Library is interested in education and
pedagogy, rural welfare, and American-
ization; the National Catholic \Welfare

The British Special
By Isabel

HE sixth annual conference of the

Association  of Special Libraries
and Information Bureaux was held at
Trinity College, Cambridge, Iingland,
September 20th to 23d.  About 200
delegates were present. Many of these
were not librarians but represented firms
or associitions in which (here are li-
braries. T was lortunate enough to he
in kngland at the time and went to the
meeting as arepresentative of SLA with
a message from our President.

In addition 1o thiee veneral sessions
there were sectinnal meetings, three on
Saturclay morning, thiee Saturday eve-
ning and two Sunday moruing. Tt may
seem strange to us to have Sunday
meetings but this was done so that those
attendhing need he away from work only
a half day or at most one day. The
sections were not Jivided by groups as
we have them here. DPapers on special
subjects were presented and those on
more or less related subjects were group-
ed together. There was a chairman for
the meetings. Somectimes the papers
were read, more often, as we had printed
copies, they were taken as read and the
author would say a few words of in-
troduction followed by open discussion.
As a speaker rose he gave his number
and by reference to a printed list, which
each one of the delegates received, we
could tell who he was. There was no
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Council Library in school statistics
and cducational legislation; the Ameri-
can Ethnology Bureau Library in the
natives of Alaska; the Carnegie In-
stitution Library in mathematics, eco-
nomics, and health:; the Washington
Chamber of Commerce Library in parks
and playgrounds and the lists contained
in the Educational Directory; and the
Smithsonian Institution Library in in-
dustrial arts, mathematics, and mu-
seums

Like the publications of the other
Government bureaus these publications
may be obtained frec ol charge su long
as the {ree supply lasts, but when that
is exhausted, they may be purchased
from the Supcrintendent of Documents
at a nominal price.

Library Conference
L. Towner

reporting of the meetings. FEach speaker
was supposed o hand in a written state-
ment of whatever he said. Generally the
meeting was closed by the passage of a
resolution which was sent to the Council
of the Association and presented at the
linal meeting for action by the Associa-
tion. I was interested (o note that a vote
was always taken by show of hands and
not by ave and no.

The Secretary’s office, where the
delegates registered and received their
numbets, list of delegates, papers, etc.,
was tn anc of the buildings on the beauli-
ful old Great Court of Trinity College,
The fountain in the center, the ivied
walls were all that one expected but,
alas, the crought of this summer had
spoiled the wonderful lawn and that
sacred spot looked as if it had been trod
upon hyv impious [eet, although nothing
more formidable than a large black cat
crossed it while we were there. Some
of the delegates had the privilege, I
helieve, but did not exercise it The
sectional meetings were held in rooms
in the building near the Secretary’s
office.

On Friday evening an informal re-
ception was given by the members of the
Council in the Common Room. Dinner
followed in the College Hall. Over the
Masters' tables was the familiar por-
trait of Henry the Eighth and on all
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sides were other portraits:  Byron,
Tennyson, the masters of Trinity, among
them Sir J. J. Thomson, the president
elect of ASLIB, who was also there in
person. He gave a short address after
the presidential address by Brigadier-
(scneral Magnus Mowat. The address
of the evening was by Mr. Laurie Mag-
nus on ‘“The Approach of the Producer
to the Consumer of Information.” Time
and space do not permit giving the titles
of all the papers presented. Undoubted-
ly the readers of Special Libraries will
have an opportunity of reading some
of them., Many of these were not very
closely allied to library work but they
attracted persons who might not other-
wise have heard of the Association. [
was going to say advertise it but it
seemed that to the majority there
“advertise’ was anathema. One speaker
even stated that he would do away with
all advertising and advertisers.

The meeting that interested me most
was on training special librarians. There
seemed to be the two camps there as
here; one, favoring emphasis on library
training and the other emphasis on
training in special subjects. Mr. Head-
icar, of the London School of Fconomics
and Political Science, raised the point
which has always seemed to me to be
almost incontrovertible that one cannot
foresee the type of library position that
will be vacant. To spend vour time
specializing in chemistry, and find that
positions in engincering libraries are
the only ones vacant would be dis-
concerting to say the least.

The afternoons, beginning Friday
were free for visits. Saturday | was
fortunate in having Miss Lawrence, the
only woman on the Council and Li-

Queens Borough BusinessLibrary

The Queens Borough Public Library had the
official dedication ceremonies of its new Cen-
tral Building on Friday, November first.
The building is not quite finished, and oc-
cupancy will not be taken probably until Jan-
uary. On the ground floor, with a separate
outside entrance, a large and attractive room
is to be devoted to their Business Library. Its
establishment will be watched with interest by
the special librarians. The co-operation of the
local association is offered to Queens Borough.
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brarian of the British Medical Associa-
tion, take me to visit Girton College.
St.mday we were taken to see the Pepys
Library at Magdalene College. Through
another charming court, up winding
stairs we reached a rather small room
lined with shelves, glassed and locked,
filled with books in uniform bindings.
The original diary is there, of course,
and other old and precious volumes.

In connection with the meeting there
was a small exhibit in a neighboring hall,
to reach which you went down a charm-
ing, winding street, through the market
place, where everything was sold {rom
brass knockers to meat, through another
passage and into an old building. The
exhibits were mainly commercial but
the Library of the Science Museum had
a cabinet with cards showing the
classified bibliography on scientific ma-
terial that Dr. Bradford, the librarian,
is working on now,

During the meeting all the men stayed
in the college halls but the women, of
which there was 2 much smaller propor-
tion than at our meetings, had to stay
“in lodgings” and very quaint and
interesting they were. Qur lunches and
dinners, however, we were permitted
to take with the men in the Hall. As
one ol my neighbors said at dinner,
when I remarked that I had never ex-
pected to do such a thing, “Yes, it is
something 1o swank about, isn't it?"

[t is impossible in a short space to give
the charm, the distinctly English atmo-
sphere of the college and the conference.
All T have attempted to do is to give a
Drief glimpse of some of the things that
seemed to me to be different from what
we find at S, L. A. meetings in America.

Special Libraries Course

Miss Linda Morley is giving a new exten-
sion course on Special Libraries this winter
at Columbia University on one evening a
week. This course is the same as that given
previously only in the residence and summer
school courses. The extension courses are de-
signed to ‘‘meet the needs of persons actively
engaged in library work and unable to leave
their posts for a year of full-time study, as
well as for those who cannot qualify for ad-
mission to a graduate course

a
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We Do This

Margaret Reynolds,

Clipping File—It has occurred to me that
our newspaper clipping file is perhaps sul-
ficiently novel Lo merit attention.

Newspaper clippings are mounted paper and
filed in heavy manila envelopes in a document
file. The envelopes are given subject headings
and the subjects arc of course in alphabetical
order. Thus they require no indexing and are
easily kept “‘weeded.'' —Annette Windele, Li-
brarian, American Trust Company, San Fran-
cisco.

Questlon Slip—I was asked to start a li-
brary for a group of people who hac httle time
to read. [ distributed guestion slips like this-

“Do yuu read the morning paper? Please
give me threc subjects of interest to you."”

1 made a card index from the slips, and sup-
plied clippings on the subjects indicated. Any-
one has time to read a clipping, and after a w hile
a magazine article can be offered, and then a
book. The service is available to cveryonc in
the Bank, and is «istributed each afternoon.
It is made up from local papers, some New York
papers and magazines. 1 eall it my Budget,
and the clippings cover every conceivable sub-
ject.—Jennie La Rue Johnston, Librarian,
Central National Bank, Cleveland.

Libraries Moving—Our only form of un-
usual activity is moving—and even that is
growing commen, accotding to reports. This
Library has moved on an average of once a year
since birth, and when we came into our new
building I thought our migrations were ended,
but the company is now in the throes of a
merger, and we cxpect to pick up our tents
again soon. Fowever, each move is easier than
the last, and when I have perfectec] my system,
perhaps I shall write it up for “We Do This"—
Mabel R. Crowe, Lidrarian, The Eguitable Trust
Company of New York,

(Another who nught make suggestions on
moving as a rcsult of mergers is Miss Sue
Wuchter, Librarian, Continental 1llinois Com-
pany, Chicago. Miss Cavanaugh of Standard
Statistics has also moved her library recently.)

From a recent repori of the Shell Qil Com-
pany of Califernia Library we learn that this is
strictly a business technical library for the usec
of the company's employees in cirect contact
with their petroleum business and does not
supply literature of any kind for general
educational and rccreational use.—Jokn A.
Green, Shell Oid Company.

Department Editor

(What other lbraries do not supply liter-
ature for general educational or recreational
use? Let me know if you are une of these.)

Vacation Literature—When our Library
first opencd, we used a collection of vacation
literaturc for publicity purposcs, and it proved
so popular that we have to repeat it every
year

The Vacation Guide, published by the
Vacation Service Bureau, is the chief source of
information for the employee who wishes to
spend his vacation al a hotel, bourding house
or camp. We get Len or fifteen copies of this
book, and lend then for two days.

For the traveller, thete is a fascinating col-
lection of railivad, steamship and bus booklets
and folders. These are linuted, as a rule, to
trips thal can be taken in two weeks,

Then we have an abundance of road maps,
mostly begged from the Standard Oil Company
Having these and several automobile guide
baoks, we arc asked to assist in mapping out
motor tours  We have even helped plan several
honeymaon trips!—Mabel R. Crowe, Librarian,
The Equitable Trust Company of New York.

Book Stack Stools—Our small stools for
use in our book stacks to reach the higher
shelves arc of the conventional type with
dimensions of 16" x 10’/ x 12’ and arc stained
mahogany color to match our furniture Before
we made our big discovery these stools caused
countless barked shins and necar-falls through
being stumbled over as persons hurried through
the stacks absorbed in reading books. We
decided that the stools must shout their own
warning and had painted around the edge of
the surface an inch wide white enameled strip.
The effect is quite startling against the mahog-
any color and while not especially good looking
it has cffectually stopped casualties through
stumbling.

Newspaper Files—A point that always
seems to interest our visitors is that out news-
papeis for the current month are filed in vertical
file cases They are chatged out with a blue
card kept at the front of the dtawer as 1s done
with letter files. The files are easily checked
as the date is nea1 the fold of the paper and
also individual issues are not so apt to be
borrowerd without leave as if they wete left
loose on shelves.—Marguerite Burneil, Lz-
brarian, Federal Reserve Bank, New York.
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Books, New—Kecping up with the latest
books.

There arc hundreds of boolks published every
month on every subject imaginable, many more
than one person can kecp track ol and read,
and because there are so many there must be
some way that a person can disciiminate, can
make a choice of the books he wants to read.
No one has time to read them all, most of us
know that we can read only a few each month.
Because our reading time is so short, we should
he sure we know what books are being wiitten
and what hooks are the best in their line.

Several magazines are published which if
followed regularly will keep one posted on the
new books, their authors and their wvalue.
Among the best of the weekly publications of
this sort are the New York Times Book Revicw,
"Books,” (published by the Herald-Tribunc)
and the Saturday Review of Literature. Besides
these there is a monthly magazine called The
Book Review Digest, This contains brief excerpts
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from the review of the books put out during the
month, These book review services are all on
file 1n the Libraiy, where you can consult them
atany time,

This Library Review cannot attempt to
duplicate these services mentioned above. 1t
does list, with a Dbrief review, all the books
recently added to the Denmison Library. It
does nol mean that the books mentioned are
always just new; sametimes books several yeats
old, but of continuing interest, such as good
biographices, are added.

Il you wish, therefore, 1o know the hooks
recently published on any subject and to get
some critical comment regarding their interest
and value, stop at or call the Libraty and make
use of the references available theie.—Library,
Dennison Manufacturing Company, Framing-
ham.

(‘Cheir Lzbrary Review publishets annotated
lists of new Dbuoks and magazine articles and
lists the books adided to their rental colleetion.)

Report of the Classifications Committee
Financial Group, 1929

Ruth Nichols, Chairman

This opportunity to make a report will he
used to review very briefly some of the de-
velopments in the past year in the realm of
classifications. For none of these developments
can the committee claim any responsibility.
I[ts function this year has been that of observa-
tion only.

Among the chief developments are several
useful publications. Of importance to our own
group 1s the Classifications number of SPECIAL
LIBRARIES, which doubtless you have all
seen. This contains last year's report ol this
commitiee in accordance with the instructions
voted by the Financial Group that 1t be briefe
and published. This number of SPECIAL
LIBRARIES was ably edited by Miss Re-
becca Rankin with valuable suggestions from
Miss Louise Keller, Chairman of the Classifica-
tions committee of the S. L. A, While not an
exhaustive treatment of the subject, the articles
therein reveal the confusion that prevails in
our efforts to classify out special collections and
it outlines some of the things which are being
done to improve that condition. Any librarian,
pondering the matter of a classification, would
find it worth while to study the March issue of
SPECJAL LIBRARIES.

A second publication of interest is Wm. §,
Merrill’s Code for Classifiers While this con-
tains little material specifically applicable to
financial libraries, it is most suggestive in its

statentent of general principles And thete is
nu 1eason why its methods could not be ex-
tended to cover material in financial and other
special libraries. [f we special ibrarians would
co-operate by sending suggestions to Mr, Mer-
rill, the next edition might prove much maore
helpful in the special library field This book
is thoughtfully reviewed by Miss Margaret
Mann in the SPECTAL LIBRARTANS Classifi-
cation number

Any one cogaged in wrestling with the prob-
lems of this nature, will want to have at hand
the A [. A publication entitled * The Classifi-
cation and Cataloging of Boolks,” by Margaiet
Mann. This is one of the Library Curriculum
studies and will undoubtedly prove one of the
most useful The book is now undergoing final
revision and will be available for purchasc in the
fall.

As o classification systems, themsely es, there
are two under cunstruction ai present which are
of interest Lo financial librarians.

1st. The adaptation of the Cutter Expansive
classification to the National City Library
This will be an experiment in specialization
which will be well worth study by those who
have the opportunity of coming 1n touch with
it.

2d. The new classification for the Baker
Libraiy at Harvard being developed under the
supervision of Mr. Willlam P. Cutter, the
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progress of which is biiefly outlined in the
Classifications issue

There is also an interesting development in
the more gencral field 1n the system of classifica-
tion for libraries which is being worked out by
Mr Ilenry E Bliss in the libraries of the Col-
lege of the City of New York, Mr. Bliss con-
tributed an article on this to the Classificalions
number., It has, however, been applied so [ar
to only one section of his own library—the
Chemistry scction.
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Two or three requests for information about
classifications have been answered by the
chairman during the year,

In view of the activitics now in progress by
other agencies, as outlined above, it seems to be
the province of this commitice for the present
to keep in touch with such projects and report
on them and to furnish suggestions and in-
formation on classification problems in answer
Lo requests.

Water Transportation
Bibliography

Progress on the bibliography of transporta-
tion by water has so far exceeded cxpectations
that the committee hopes to be able to report
at the next annual conference that copy is in
the hands of the printer. This will be twelve
months ahead of the tentative schedule.

By one of those rare coincidences that some-
times biighten our lives, the commitlee was
able to mail out to co-operating libraries the
first half of the check-list at the very moment
when President Hoover was leading the cere-
niomes incident to the improvement of the
Ohio River and urging the utilization of our
inland waterways in a vast system of combined
rail-and-water transportation. It will be no
mean source of satisfaction to those engaged
in the preparation of the bibliography Lo be
able, in years Lo come, to point to their humble
contribution to this new development in
Lransportation,

The committee's chech-list contains 15,000
refcrences, including over 1,000 annual pub-
lications; sc Lhat the list really represents what
would be, if housed in one library, a collection
of some 50,000 volumes. As these will be keyed
so far as practicable, the user of the bibliogra-
phy will have at his command all the technical
and commercial literature available in the
United States and Canada, from 1900 ta 1929,
hoth inclusive, bearing upon ocean and inland
navigation and water-borne commerce.

The committee will continue to accept
orders for the bibliography at $10 net, up to
the time of going to press; after which the price
will be increased to a figure to be determined,
but probably $15 or $20, depending upon the
completeness with which the feld is covercd
by co-operating libraries and the number of

volumes keyed.
M. E. PELLETT.

Library Exhibits

The national Financial Group sponsored
two library exhibits al recent conventions.
The first at the American Bankets Association
Convention in San Fiancisco, was put on by
Miss Dorothy Ferguson of the Bank of Italy
National Trust & Savings Association, as
chairman of a local committee Miss Ferguson
is to be congratulated on her enterprisc as she
had few special librarians to call on for assist-
ance in her vicinily. Miss G Moe, librarian
of the Bankeis Trust Company, as chairman
of the national Financial Group, and Miss
Ethel Baxter, librarian of the A. B. A., from
her experience as chairman of the Exhibit
connuittee at Philadelphia last year, gave as
much assistance as was possible through cor-
respondence. An attractively printed pamphlet
in yellow cover was distributed, It was a
revised pocket edition of "The Bank Library”
used last yeat.

The sccond exhibit was held at the convention
of the Investment Bankers Association at
Quebhec, Miss Virginia Savage, hbranan of
Halsey, Stuart & Company, Chicago, was chair-
man. A pamphlet entitled “Sources of Invest-
ment Information'' was issucd through the Ed-

ucation Committce of the I. B. A.

Museum Group Chairman

The Executive Board has recently appointed
Miss E. Louise Lucas, Librarian of the Fogg
Art Museum, Harvard University, Cambridge,
Massachusetts, Chairman of the Museum
Group, in place of Miss Isabel Towner.



December, 1929

SPECIAL LIBRARIES 373

Personal Notes

Jeams Batten has resigned as libiarian of
Young and Rubicam, Advertising, and Claire
Lynch 1s now in the position as head of the
library.

Rebecca Herring, is with the Fox Film Cor-
poration.

Margaret Johnson has succeeded Margaret
Magee as lhbrarian of the National Council
of the Protestant Episcopal Church.

Ruth Iloward, formerly with the Library
Journal, has recently joined the Sales Pro-
motion and DPublicity for Business Libraries
Organization of the Remington Rand Busi-
ness Service, Inc.

Angus Fletcher was called suddenly to
England and sailed with his family on the
same ship as Ramsay MacDonald. Mr.
Fletcher will go to India on a temporary as-
signment

Zeliactie Troy reports that the Boyce
Thompson Institute for Plant Rescarch n
Yonkers is planmng a fine new library. Miss
Troy has just returned from a two months'
motor trip through the West.

Isabella B Smith, formerly with Brook-
mire LEconomic Service, is now librarian of
Lehman Coipotation, an invesiment trust.

Lillian MecDermott, of Simmons-Boardman
Company, has announced her marriage on
June 4, to Mr. U, M. Beins, but she 1s con-
tinuing to use her maiden name,

Word has been rccerved that Fanny A,
Bell, hbrarian of J. Walter Thompson Com-
pany, is now Mrs. Furbank in private life.

Gladys Birkelo has joined the staff of the
Bell Telephone Laboratories Technical Library
ascataloger.

Eileen Hurlbutt has accepted a position in
the library of the National Broadcasting
Company.

Berta C. McMurray, formeily on  the
staff of the Floiida State College for
Women, is now in the catalogue depariment
of the Brooldyn Muscum library.

Mrs. Hester Wetmore recently injured her
knee so severely that an operation was neces-
sary and she has been absent from her library
some weeks.

Sarah Kinney is at present working in
Scranton, Pennsylvania, in the Library of
Marywood College.

Miss Ethel Cleland, librarian of the In-
dianapolis Business Branch, has been granted

a leave of absence for travel in Europe during
the autumn,

Mrs. Tlentieita Dotson, who has heen an
assistanl in the Port of New York Authority
Library, resigned. She is now with the Queens
Borough Public Library in Jamaica.

Maria C. Brace, for the past year an assist-
ant in the Newark Business Branch, has taken
a position in the Reading (’a.) Pubiic Library
in the reference department.

Ann Barstad, 1s now with the New York
Academy ol Medicine Library.

Mr. Calvin Yoss, reference lihrarian of the
Montague Branch of Bigoklyn Public Library
for years, has recently becomec the librarian
of the Brooklyn Botanic Garden.

Natalie Brown (now Mrs. Friedheim) for-
merly librarian of the Foreign Policy Associa-
tion, is hack in New Yok, after a vear's
sojourn in Paris; a pait of that time she worked
on the staff of the American Library in Paris.

Mrs Frederick Cheriy (Frances Cox), for-
merly librarian of the Metropolitan Life Tn-
surance Company, who was maisied six years
ago and moved to Califurnia, has returned
with her fanmuly to New Yoik. Her many old
friends will be happy Lo see her again

Recent appointments to the staff of the En-
gineering Socicties Library are:

Mrs, Laura Anderson, formerly with Ar-
thui D, Little Company, New York, and
Gladys M Brown, Columbia Library School,
'20, ‘

Edna F. Winn of the Cataloging Depart-
ment, Engineering Societies Library, is ill at
her home at Fall River, Massachusetts.

Vera Knox of the Brooklyn Public Library
will jon the staff of the Standard Statistics
Company Library on December 2.

Miss L. H. Morley and Miss A. C. Kight
have changed their home address. They are
living al The Bellemore, 149 Harrison Street,
East Orange, N. J

Miss Matian Mead is now head of the Re-
search Department of the Iilinois Chamber of
Commerce, in Chicago.
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Associations

Boston

The Special Libraries Association of Boston
met at the Congregational Library, November
25, with a larger attendance than usual be-
cause of the interest in the program which was
a discussion of cucyclopedias.

AMr. Franl [T Chase, Reference Libiarian
of the Boston Public Library discussed and
analysed the new cdition of the Encyclopacdia
Britannica, first caplaning the tremendous
task of organizing the staff of 3600 editors and
contributors, the complete change in policy,
the work of publishing in a comparatively
short time the work that would ordinarily
take many years. Ile compared the new edi-
tion with the eleventh and said that where the
older edition was leisurely in form, selid,
aristocratic, literary and dignified, the new
edition is marked by expression of movement,
emphasis not on history but on process and
progress, timely and not timeless, dynamic
and not static. The Editor-in-Chief was wiscly
chosen as he is known to be the most inter-
nationally-minded editor of the times.

The Rev, Wilham M. Stinson of Boston
College explained the scope of ihe Catholic
Encyclopedia and advised that libraries having
this work be sure to complete their sets by
adding the 16th and 17th volumes containing
the Supplement and Index.

"“The Warld in Pictures,” a picture en-
cyclopedia just begun which shows everything
in picture form and defines it, was described
by Miss Ruth Bradbury of the Boston Public
Library.

“The Lincoln Library,” a one-volume en-
cyclopedia was discussed by Mrs. Bertha L.
[Tartzell, Supervisor of the Labrary Training
Schoal of the public library.

The New International Encyclopedia and
the Americana wete compated and ther
respective usefulness discussed by Nr. Ray-
mond L. Walkley, Librarian of Tufts College.

German, French and Spanish encyclopedias
were described and compared and many in-
teresting [acts brought out about them by Miss
Mildred Tucker of the cataloging depattment
of Widener Library., The Spanish encyclopedia
was particulaily stressed as being unusually
fine for detailec historical and bhiographical
reference.

During the business session several new mem-
bers were admitted and a resolution inviting

the librarians of the New England States Lo
convene at Swampscoll, Mass, in 1930, was
presented and accepted by vote  The Ter-
centenary Commitree reported that Special
Labraries Association’s oficr to assist in Ter-
centenary information was accepted by the
Teicentenary Officials and asked to hold itself
in teadiness for instructions  An informal din-
ner was announced for December 16, at which
time library problems will be discussed

New York

The New York Special Libraries Association
held its monthly dinner meeting at the Home
Market Center, Grand Central Palace, on
December 2nd. The association had as its
guests members of the Executive Board, who
had been in conference curing the afternoon.
After dinner Miss Florence Bradley, President
of the Association, introduced as the first
speaker, Mrs JAlary II Brigham, Executive
Secrctary of the National Association, who
discussed the work of the General Office and
noted some of its problems. Herbert O.
Brigham, Editor of SPECTAL LIBRARIES,
gave a brief history of his early connections
with the S. L. A. and his assumption ol the
editorship in 1924, Ile showed the difficulties
of the work and outlined pluns for the future.
Robert L. Smithey, of the Dixic Business
Book Shop, gave an interesting and enter-
taining talk on books 1elating to speculation,
e distributed a partial list of titles and an-
swered numerous questions on financial books

Philadelphia

The November meeting of the Special Li-
brarics Council of Philadelphia and vicinity,
was held at the Franklin Institute, preceded by
an informal dinner at the Prince of Wales.
Mr. Rigling presiced at the meeting.

The speaker of the evening was Miss Ade-
laide IMasse, who has had a long carecer in li-
brary work both 1n civic and national institu-
tions and has since 1923 held the position of
bibliographer to the Institute of Economics in
Washington. Miss Hasse spoke on bibliography
from a forward looking point of view and de-
scribed the fascination of bibliography to work
up a record of a subject and the thrills which
come with the ediscovery of the lost book.
The librarian and the rescarch worker are
interested in bibliography from different view-
points—the librarian from the point of service
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while the research worker is interested in
volume by getting every reference on his sub-
ject and related subjects.

Miss IMasse gave a description of bibliog-
raphical work of the future which will work in
co-operation with libraries and not in opposi-
tion.

The meeting was concluded by a talk by Mr.
Rigling, who described the work of the library
and the history of the Franklin Institute,

* * *

The second meeting of the Special Libraries
Council of Philadelphia and vicinity occurred
on Friday cvening, November 22, when the
subject of Bibliography was further discussed,
under the lcadership of Miss Charlotte G.
Noves.

Various suggestions were made as to phases
of the subject to be discussed, Certain au-
thoritative books were mentioned for study,
bibliographical notes—their form and use-
fulness and the subject file and its index both
came up for their sharc of criticism and sug-
gestions.

A comnutiee of two was appointed consisting
of Miss Carson and Miss Gruner to draw up a
report on phases of bibliography to be taken
up at future meetings. Another meeting
of the group will be held in February.

San Francisco

An informal discussion replaced the usual
program at the regular monthly luncheon
meeting of the Special Libraries Association
of San Francisco which took place on Thursday,
November 21st Miss Annectte Windele,
Librarian of the American Trust Company,
discussed selecticv cataloging, justifying and
explaining its use in special libraries, and
various recent publications of general interest
were exhibited.

Definite progress was reported on the re-
vision of the 1927 Dircctory of Special Li-
braries of California, under the direction of Mr.
Thomas Cowles, Assistant Librarian of the
California Academy of Sciences in Golden
Gate Park.

A development of great interest to the San
Francisco group is the establishment of the
first department store library in this vicinity
at the Emporium, under the direction of Miss
Margaret Hatch. Miss Bonnie Strong, former-
ly assistant to Miss Hatch at the Standard
Oil Library, will assume the duties of librarian
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beginning December 1st and will be assisted
by Miss Mary Taylor and Miss Janice Russell.

Cataloging Groups

The Boston Group of Catalogers and
Classificrs held their Fall Mecting on Thursday,
Noveniber 14, 1929, at The-Vendome. The
mecting at 7.15 was preceded by a Social petiod
and dinnet, The speakers of the evening were:
Mr. Gairdner M. Joner, “The A. L. A. Con-
vention in Washington;"” Mrs Frances R. Coe,
“Report of the A L. A. Catalog Section;'
Mr. T. Franklin Currier, “‘Co-operative catalog-
ing," and Mr. C. F. D. Belden, “The First
World Library Congress."

» * *

The Maryland, Virginia, and District of
Columbia Regional Group of Cataloguers
and Classifiers met, at the invitation of the
Virginia Library Association, at the Jones
Memorial Library, Lynchburg, Va., Friday,
November first. An informal round-table was
held, at which the Chairman, Miss Mary
Louise Dinwiddie presided. The group at-
tended the banquet and reception given in the
evening at Randolph Macon College, at the
dedication of their new library building.

Executive Board

The Executive Board met in New York on
Monday, December 2nd, to consicer the budget
for the forthcoming year. Reports were received
from the officers and various committees. The
Conference for 1930 was discussed and it was
voted to make a final decision at the next
meeting of the Board on January 2nd. The
publication of proceedings was a cause of
considerable debate and the matter was left
in abeyance The Committee on Publications
reported plans for the coming year and the
Committee on Ways aund Means, through its
chairman, presented an informal report. The
allotment of the budget was considered at an
acljourned meeting on Tuesday morning.

The Board made the following appoint-
ments' Miss E. Louise Lucas, Fogg Museum,
Boston, Chairman, Museum Group; Miss
Laura J. Gage, Central Trust Co., Chicago,
Chairman, Financial Group; Miss Ethel A,
Shields, Eastman Kodak Co, Rochester,
Chairman, Committee on Continuation Read-
ing; Miss Marion Bowman, Old Colony Trust
Co., Boston, Chairman, Committee on Meth-
ods.

PRV SR,
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Events and Publications

Rebecca B. Rankin, Department Editor

The Reference Library of the New York
Federal Reserve Bank has recently inaugurated
a "Library News" for the Bank. It is in
mimeographed form and consists of a carefully
selected list of new accessions, with a good de-
scriptive note after cach entry.

The new Municipal Reference Library in
Los Angeles 1s trying various ways of reaching
the city employees and attracting them to the
Library  Vivid colored leaflets “Know Your
Job," containing suggested reacling courses
for definite cily positions are being circulated.

‘“What Place has Lhe Advertising Agency in
Market Rescarch' is a sturdy by Prof. W. J.
Reilly and printed as Rescarch Monography,
no 3, of the University of Texas.

The Library Bulletin of the Public Service
Corporation of New Jersey, of October, 1929,
is prefaced by a short history of Trenton.

The Book Club idea has now reached the
field of business, Business Libraries, In-
corporated, 46! Eighth Avenue, New Yok
City, C. Lester Walker, ’resident, is the first
“Book Club for All Business Men''—their
slogan—which has come to our attention.
Another has also been formed, we arc told.
The local New Yok Special Libraries As-
sociation intends Lo devole a meeting to the
discussion of these boolk clubs,

Mr. Frederick MacMillin, who has been
librarian of the Milwaukee Municipal Refer-
ence Library for some years, 1esigned a few
months ago Lo accept the secretaryship of the
Wisconsin League of Municipalities. An an-
nouncement for an examination for the posi-
tion by the Municipal Civil Service Com-
mission in Milwaukee, aroused some feeling
among the women's organizations because they
felt women were being discriminated against
in the selection of a candidate for the position.
There seems Lo have been a misunderstanding.
To obviate this, the Library Board of Mil-
waukee requested the civil service commission
to hold another examination, making it clear
in advance that therc are no sex restrictions.

An article on the Broadcasting by the New
York Municipal Reference Library, appeared
in the October 1ssue of The American City.

The Burcau of Business and Social Research
of the University of Buffalo, has made a study
of “Retail Trade Mortality 1n Buffalo, 1918-
1928; groceries, drugs, hardware and shoes.”

The Executives Club, a sub-division of the
Boston Chamber of Commerce, has or-
gamzed a circulating libtary for the use of its
members. The nucleus of the library, some
sixty books, was selected fiom a list of nearly
four hundred volumes upon the recom-
mendation of the American Management As-
sociation. The list appears in Bosion Business
for June, 1929

The Pennsylvania Branch of the Women's
International League for Peace and Freedom
have prepared for distribution a leaflet entitled
""Materal Suggested [or Programs for Armistice
Day, Woarld Goodwill Day and Memorial Day.”

A pamphlet issued by the Western Society
of Enginecrs entitled "The Engineering Centre
of the Middle West," in a few words describes
the value of the library to the members and
contains attractive illustrations showing views
of the library.

The Bureau of Ruilway Economies continues
to produce bibliographies of impoitance, Bul-
letin No. 49, “A list of publications on the
government ownership of railways,” covers
the period from 1917 to 1929, continuing the
editions printed in 1913, 1914 and 1917 The
information is world-wide in 1ts scope and con-
tains a key letter system indicating the location
of the valious publications The Bureau has
alsu recently issued references on ‘“I'he Chinese
Eastern Railway" and “The O'Fallon Case.”

Many of our readers may not be aware that
the United French Publishers, represented by
J. J. Champenois, 1819 Broadway, New York
City, act as the American branch for books
issued by Larousse, Colin & Plon, and also
undertake to secure all other French publica-
tions in any field of science and learning. No
stock is carried by the otganization in the
United States, but all books ordered through
the U. F. P. aie shipped from Paris A De-
partment of Bibliographical Rescarch is main-
tained by the U, F. P as part of their services.
Bulletin No. §, recently issued by the organiza-
tion, conlains a list of French reference books of
importance.



