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For the First Time §
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Blbhography Today and Tomorrow
By Adelaide R. Hasse*

THERE is being published in Eng-
land today a series of books with
the gencral title ““Today and To-
morrow.” Each volume is complete in
itself, small in physical dimensions, but
startling in all other dimensions. The
idea back of the series is quite modern.
Pending momentous political, social or
scientific problems are focussed in the
light of our present understanding,—
not at all in the customary academic,
elucidating, acquisitional fashion, but
rather as a purely intellectual meteoric
performance. This focus is then used as
a basis for conjecture of the probable
and the possible future trend and out-
come of the subject of each little volume,
And it is in this conjecture that the
authors have indulged in all the daring
of which mental exploration is capable.
The series is published by Kegan Paul
at a uniform price of 2s. 6d. per vol.
Probably the most famous volume in the
series is by J. B. S. Haldane, entitled
“Daedalus, or the Future of Science.”
Among the other volumes is one by
Arthur Shadwell entitled ‘‘“Typhoeus,
or the Future of Socialism,’” another
entitled ‘‘Kalki, or the future of Civiliza-
tion,"” is by Professor Rhadhakrishnan,
in which the author looks forward to a
civilization truly world-wide and wel-
comes dissatisfaction with the world, as
this generation finds it, as a preliminary
to a higher synthesis. An amusing vol-
ume is entitled “Pons Asinorum, or the
Future of Nonsense.” The authors trace
nonsense from primitive ritual through
Tudor masques, Stuart revels, Georgian
eccentricities to American knockabout
films, and asks of its future: will it be
a new commercial stimulus, a factor
in international politics, a common
language, or just nonsense. Two volumes
on the future of Canada, one entitled
“Columbia” and the other '‘Achates,”
maintain respectively that the future

of Canada lies with the United States,
and that it will continue to lie, as before,
with the British Empire. “Halcyon, or
the future of monogamy," is a trenchant
criticism of present civilized social and
moral institutions. Possibly the most
startling volume since Daedalus is by a
lecturer in structural ciystallography
in the University of Cambridge, J. D.
Bernal, and is entitled "The World, the
Flesh and the Devil " Briefly it proph-
esies man and future progress in three
directions against three obstacles called
by the author the World (the unin-
telligent forces of nature), the Jlesh
(man's own body) and the Devil (man'’s
passions and stupidity). You will have
noted the fling in the pointedly fan-
tastic titles ‘‘Pons Asinorum, or the
future of nonsense,” ‘IHMalcyon, or the
future of monogamy,” etc. These titles
are a key to the serio-fantastic, not serio-
comic, concept of this stimulating series.

BisLiograrnty Tonay

Speculation as to the future of human
institutions and human progress is by
no means unique, but the nature of the
execution of this series does seem to put
it in a class by itself.

Speculation as to the future of bib-
liography may seem to some a sacrilege,
almost like speculating upon the future
of a precious heirloom. It might seem
so to those concerned with the classical
bibliography, bibliography of the col-
lector or the historian of book collectors
and collections. This is the bibliography
of the missing frontispiece, the usually
missing 27th plate, the millimeter mar-
ginal variations, one of five known per-
fect extant copies, the early paper edi-
tion, ctc, etc. There is real fascination
in this branch of bibliography. I still
feel the thrill of the chase which ab-
sorbed me when [ tried to work up the
record of New York colonial imprints

*Address before Special Libraries Council of Philadelphia, November 1, 1929
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and succeeded by borrowing, measuring
and enlarging devices, in putting on
record some 900 where before less than
100 had been known. But the biblio-
graphical thrill of thrills is to find a lost
book. One of these colonial prints was
only a legend. Paul Leicester Ford, and
other bibliographers of colonial Ameri-
cana, have referred to a certain book as
undoubtedly once having been in exist-
ence, but that for some 200 years all
actual trace of it had been lost. I
simply could not let my list of colonial
imprints go out with a repetition of this
already frequently mentioned lost book.
I simply must find a copy of the book.
I sleuthed that book, its known history,
its last known presence, every con-
ceivable reason for its utter disappear-
ance, and finally had a suppositional
structure, as complete as that back of
any mystery best seller. Then I took a
four weeks’ holiday and with my notes
sailed off to London town, convinced of
the existence there of this book. It was
at a time of year when the opening hours
of the Record Office (for there I had
reasoned my quarry was lying) were late
and the closing hours were early, thus
appreciably cutting down my working
time. My fortnight in London was draw-
ing to a close. I had not found the
treasure and the world was drab. Re-
turn passage had been booked and there
were two more days of tenseness, Thurs-
day and Friday. Thursday through busy
Holborn, down Chancery Lane to the
Record Office. Too early. At last.
Scurrying down dark and chilly corridors
to a small, dim, chilly room. Then
another wait for the containing volume
to be brought from some internal, in-
fernal region. Oh, why this excruciating
indifference! All earthly concerns must
surely be obviated until I could exhaust
the evidence of this book and time was
so short. Footprints! Perfunctorily an
apparently damaged quarto of bound
up broadsides and pamphlets was laid
before me with the stern injunction that
I could use it this day only as the Editor
was at work on it and could dispense with
it no longer., Leaf by leaf, each one
scanned with magnified scrutiny. The
room was chilly. I was burning. Had
any one spoken to me I would have
shouted. Tomorrow was my last day
and this volume would not be available.
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Leaf by leaf. And then quite simply
there was my quarry, a 15-page quarto.
The moment of realized discovery was
truly quite overwhelming. I was dazed.
Then a feverish taking of notes, count-
ing lines and folios, measuring margins,
description of each page, the corrobora-
tive original signature and all the other
bibliographical items for the proper
recording of which I had to gather
together whatever rational power I
could command. That day I had to be
turned out of the premises. Late into
the night I worked over my notes, prov-
ing up each one. Back the next day
with a personal plea to the Editor for a
postponement of the return of the vol-
ume. Something convinced him and for
one more day I could leaf and examine,
describe and count. My notes must be
submitted to Mr. Eames, the dean of
Americana bibliography, and his test
would be thorough. The first day out
on the boat I found a flaw in my notes.
Should I leap overboard and swim
back? Remember I had not come into
the possession of the volume. [ had
only found a lost book. It wasin Govern-
ment archives and would never be on
the market. I had only my notes.

The records of classical bibliography
are full of “finds" and ‘‘disappearances'’
and immoral spurious trollops. By
classical bibliography I mean that
branch of bibliography which concerns
itself solely with the physical char-
acteristics of books, such as I have
indicated. In that sense it may not,
necessarily, be applied only to ancient
or even old books. The first edition of
“The Bridge of San Luis Rey" has, for
instance, a greatly appreciated market
value. I was told only a few days ago
that the numbered edition of Virginia
Woolf's “A Room of One's Own,"
published in October, 1929, was ‘‘a
good buy.” So whether ancient, old or
crispy new books are concerned, that
branch of bibliography which concerns
itsell with a record of their physical
characteristics may properly be referred
to as ‘‘classical,” in the sense that this
was all there was to bibliography as
originally recognized. What harm there
might be in making a jazzy forecast
of the future of classical bibliography
I cannot see. Nor what good. I ap-
preciate some good souls might be
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offended just as a connoisseur of vintages
might be offended at so rude a perform-
ance in regard to a product which has
inspired poets and Volstead. People
are writing books about the future of
subjects sacred to multitudes of hu-
mans. Some one has just written such a
book about heaven, in which a leader
in good works introduces Mother's
Day to heaven, and a worthy Ph. D.
takes care of the museurmn in heaven.
Something might be done with staging
a meeting of spurious editions and re-
spected originals, or with the resuscita-
tion of authors dissatisfied with post
mortem editions. Or one might attempt
the thing statistically. How much money
has been spent on bibliographical rarities
during the past five or ten years? What
is the trend, declining or increasing?
What factors are influencing the curve?
Are these factors likely to be constant
and is the present trend likely to con-
tinue and for how long? Or a market
survey might be made. Where are the
communities with both money dis-
crimination and inclination likely to
respond to the lure of rare books? Yes,
it seems quite probable as I write that
something might be done with what I
had at first thought improbable, i. e.,
a forecast of classical bibliography.
Nevertheless, seriously, it does seem to
shoot wide of that mark which is the
inherent attribute of a book.

There are various agencies interested
in the circulation of books accoiding to
the nature of which books acquire dif-
ferent attributes. The commercial
agency (book publishers, dealers, and
jobbers) and the general public library
are analogous agencies interested pri-
marily in the circulation of books. To
them books have attributes something
akin to commodity containers, parcels
or packages. They must be kept in
circulation to justify their keep. A stay-
at-home book is dead stock. On the
other hand, research institutes, refer-
ence libraries and special libraries are
analogous agencies to which books and
printed materials have the attributes
of carriers. These latter agencies are not
particularly concerned with volume of
circulation. They are more concerned
with service of content.

The procedure for servicing (catalog-
ing, etc.) of books for the commercial
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agency (book publishers, etc., and the
general public library) is developed, ac-
cepted, and fairly adequate, with
reservations. The procedure for servic-
ing (cataloging, indexing, etc.) of books
for research institutes, reference libra-
ries, and special libraries is undeveloped
and inadequate, without reservations.
This state of affairs is far more serious
than such a casual statement would
seem to indicate. There was recently
called to my attention the fact that
Research Institutes in the United States
are increasing in number so rapidly
that the depletion of research work in
the Universities caused by the already
multitudinous and ever increasing Re-
search Institutes has become not only a
matter of comment but of concern to
the Universities. The use made of
libraries and library material by the
research worker and research student
is quite different from that made of it
by the general reader and general
student. The research worker has the
literature of his subject under control.
He may need to refer to standard au-
thorities for corroboration, but for little
more On the other hand he delves,
he employs assistants to delve for him,
he and they find or go without or con-
struct anew, What is it they are delving
for? Not books. They are after data,
or in the words of the subtitle to the
latest Whaley-Eaton pamphlet “Facts,
not Fancy." Data in the form of tables,
charts, graphs, commitments before
legislative committees, trade and tech-
nical associations. Now then, as these
delving staffs of the new research or-
ganizations increase, it may not un-
reasonably be assumed that there will
be developed a procedure which will
ensure to them the service of required
data with a minimum of waste in
delving. It may furthermore be, not
unreasonably, assumed that this de-
velopment will come from within the
research body itself. So that just as
it has deprived universities of certain
activities it will deprive libraries of cer-
tain activities, Already there is in
existence a group of '‘Abstracts”’ Chem-
ical, Botanical, Biological, and the very
recent Social Science Abstracts, pro-
ceeding from research groups. It would
seem then that the apparent trend is that
libraries will concentrate upon the care
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and collecting of books and book mater-
ial, but that the analysis of this material
will more and more become the work of
special groups.

To forecast the possible future of the
present bibliographical situation neces-
sitates consideration of the factors that
have gone into the creation of that
situation.

The orthodox library manipulation of
books is as containers,—and do please
be assured that this is not in any way
thought of as an aspersion upon libraries.
I am simply trying to see straight-
forwardly a picture of forces at work in
relation to each other. So far as the
user is concerned this manipulation is
confined to cataloging, charging and dis-
charging, i. e., the identification of the
book as an item of stock and the record
of circulation of that stock item. This
entire manipulation is wholly to be
commended, it is necessary, desirable,
and approved. But the researcher is
only incidentally interested in this item
of stock. He is far less concerned with
it as a container per se, than he is with
so much of the contents as contributes
to his particular inquiry. How does he
learn of the existence of this fragment
of the contents of a volume? Not from
any library analysis yet devised. Prob-
ably from casual hearsay or from a
reference in some other book. So that,
putting the case very crudely, the trans-
mission of data for the research worker
is today, to a very large evient, cir-
cumstantial. There are, very likely,
quantities of references, tabulations,
and data which escape him, and which
will continue to do so until some, as yet
undeveloped, process of reclamation and
distribution is devised.

BinLiogRAPHY TOMORROW

Judging only from my own experience
in attempting service to the research
worker 1 should say that the greatest
weakness of present aids is that they
operate backwards. All the aids at our
command operate centripetally. Refer-
ences on a given subject,say the Young
Plan, which happen to come under the
notice of compilers are assembled. This
is not a criticism. It is a statement of
progress of information service. It
holds good for P. A. 1. S, for the German
“BibliographiederSozialwissenschaften,”
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for the more recent League of Nations
list, The research worker, however,
works at the references to his subject
centrifugally. He starts with the Young
Plan and wants all he can get in the way
of references. This statement of a two-
way system seems to me to present the
situation of data research as it exists
today most concretely.

I am not offering a solution of today’s
system, although I would be immensely
interested in listening to one. Any
change in the system will be brought
about not by surgical methods but by
weight of pressure of the needs of the
research workers. Darius Green and his
flying machine have turned out to be a
rather substantial success. So that even
if our present conception of the func-
tioning of research service may be a
failure or even an object of ridicule, it
need not frighten away the dream for
there is always the possibility of a
chance that it may harbor a fruitful
germ, awaiting the coming of some mas-
ter mind to create, out of it, a com-
mercial bibliographical craftsmanship.

We are today familiar with the im-
plication of the term ‘‘indexing,’” gen-
erally thought of as a dry-as-dust process
which arranges words in alphabetical
order. The accepted refinement of
ability in this process is about on a par
with the ability not to confuse gems
when they are “Gems of English
Thought"” or ““Gems and Precious
Stones.” The simple, ordinary, obvious
device generally called ‘‘Index” may
well be discarded as having any con-
nection with indexing as concerned with
the future of research service. It is
wholly probable that in method this
newer service will be a development of
what we today know as index. There is
no other known device for the reclama-
tion and presentation of data which
responds with the directness and the
flexibility that an index does.

Just to facilitate a tentative organiza-
tion plan of this service, let us assume
that there are various types of data, the
functional, the historical, regional, etc.
Then let us arbitrarily assign Prices
to the functional and an individual, say
Yves Guyot to the historical. Just as
illustrations. This research service of
tomorrow will be composed of affiliated,
but separately functioning-bureaus, of
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which a Bureau of Prices will be one,
The function of this Bureau will be not
to collect all the material in the world
on prices. As a matter of {act it will
have very little such material. But it
will be a service for the delivery of which
it will have a battery of card files from
which references to both the historical
and statistical price material can be
drawn off. By historical material 1
mean theoretical price discussion. The
card indexes would be so arranged that
any possible approach would be facili-
tated. One research student might want,
for instance, to have references to
French literature on price theory or
price history, another might want to
have those representing 18th century
knowledge of prices, another might
want a run of prices on opium. Had
such an agency been in existence in
1927 when McFall was getting out his
book ‘“The World's Meat" he would at
once have been able to get hold of the
long-range table of prices of meat in
England to the source of which he had
mislaid his reference and which I am
not sure that he ever did locate You
will recall the war-time price com-
modity studies of the War Industries
Board. I had not the privilege of par-
ticipating in any of them, but after the
war 1t was my very great privilege to
organize the files of this Board for future
preservation. They comprised over 700
4-drawer steel cabinets. A part of these
included the material collected for the
making of the price studies which were
under the general direction of Wesley
Mitchell and under whose immediate
direction the International Prices vol-
ume was prepared. The raw material
for the price studies was trade papers
and quotation sheets covering the several
commodities studied. From these were
regularly drawn off on large specially
ruled cards allowing on one side entry
for the name of the commodity, the
specified grade or quality, the unit,
and place at which the price quoted
either was fixed or of standard market
acceptance. On this same side wete the
rulings for the price notations, which
might be weekly, fortnightly or month-~
ly. On the reverse side was given, very
specifically, the source from which the
price notations were taken, reasons why
this source was selected, and any other
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annotations which it was thought might
be needed in connection with the use to
be made of the price notations. There
were a large number of these cards. The
graphs and tabulations used in the price
bulletins were made from them, There
were, of course, many other card bat-
teries in other war-time organizations,
notably the War Trade Board. But [
am not sure that there were others which
featured the bibliographical angles to
the extent which those of the statistical
division of the War Industries Board did.
Now, not only the raw material which
was the basis of these cards is probably
still being issued, but much has come
into existence since then, with the ex-
pansion of new industries, to cite only
radio, aviation, etc. The price and other
research data concealed in this raw
material is available only to each re-
search worker who makes individual
effort. This results in enormous waste.

In the case of historical data, as an
example of which an individual, viz.,
Ives Guyot was mentioned, the treat-
ment would be different. The cards
would be arranged to show everything
that Guyot had written, books as well
as articles, possibly in chronological as
well as alphabetical order, ingluding
translations of and comments and re-
views on his work, References o extant
portraits would be included. Not only
would these cards include all the editions
of a book, but if, as in the case of La
Science Economique by Guyot, theie
were a number of editions, the battery of
cards would indicate to the research
worker what were the outstanding
changes made in the wvarious editions.
Thus, after describing ed. 1, 2 and 3,
as to date of issue, etc., it would be
stated that ed. 1 and 2 are practically
identical, but that in ed. 3 there was
introduced Guyot's purchasing power
theory This is offered merely as an
illustration of ihe field which is open
to the new bibliographical reseaich as a
working companion to the new re-
search itself. Let your mind dwell for a
moment on the significance of such a
tool. In method it would obviously
neither duplicate present bibliographical
efforts, nor yet would it infringe upon
academic interpretation. It is an ex-
ception if the laiier enters upon dis-
section of the sort I have indicated.




















































