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San Francisco.

We print as the leading article the address of President Alcott
who not only reviewed the events of the preceding year, but
also took the opportunity to note the accomplishments which
have occurred during the life of the Association. We also present
as a prominent article the comprehensive address on the In-
dustrial West by Mr, F. T, Letchficld of the Wells Fargo Bank,

President’s Address

By William Alcott, Librarian, The Boston Globe

INCE last we met as an association,

we have been called upon to mourn
the loss of our most distinguished
member, John Cotton Dana, librarian
of the Newark Free Public Library, the
founder of Special Libraries Associa-
tion, and for the first two years its
president.

More clearly than any other man of
his time, Mr, Dana saw the meaning
of the new movement in the library
world, and he saw also the need of an
association of those engaged in this
new and special library field, and
through his leadership Special Li-
braries Assocjation was organized
twenty-one years ago. Throughout our
history, Mr. Dana has been a staunch
friend of special libraries and of their
association, and he will be missed in-
deed. At the first meeting of the execu-
tive board following his death on July
21, 1929, resolutions were adopted and
spread upon our records.

Last month a bronzc tablet was
erected in his memory in the Newark
Public Library, containing thesc senti-
ments, which will find an echo in the
hearts of all members of nur associa-
tion:

“Lover of books and beautiful things,
helper of men, he based idealism on
common scnse and jomned lovelincss
with utihty. He blazed intellectyal
trails in culture, education and in-
dustry,”

John Cotton Dana, idealist and prag-
matist, in his ideal of American art,
expressed a view which we as mem-
bers should hold toward S. L. A., when
he said:

“First, we must get it; then we must
study it; next we must eriticise it,
adversely where we feel compelled;
and finally, we must praise it where
we can,”

Members of this association will
long hold John Cotton Dana in grate-
ful remembrance.

LI B T

Today we reach a new milestone in
the progress of Special Libraries Asso-
ciation. This is our freedom birthday.
Today we attain our majority, we com-
plete 21 years of history, and I invite
your attention to a brief review of the
association through the wonderful
years of world history, and to a look
forward to the next things.

e e, A,
*ﬁaﬂ%‘i o

bl

5
S

5,
R

Tt

¥iss
53

i




N e v, s § v, R T N RS g e n,
R L B BT A o) VL el P DA b A A el S Ll S D et

S
L SNSRI o |

216 SPECIAL LIBRARIES July-August, 1930

Conceived in the brilliant mind of
Mr. Dana, Special Libraries Associa-
tion was born at a conference of the
American Library Association, meet-
ing in its 33rd year, in the White
Mountains of New Hampshire. From
those peaks one may look acruss the
landscape to the waters of the Atlantic
Ocean.

Today we have crossed the con-
tinent to the Pacific Ocean to celebrate
twenty-one years of achievement, and
to review the results of the past year.

John Cotton Dana did not create the
special library, but he did bring a new
type of library into the organized li-
brary movement, a type of library dis-
tinctively different from that with which
library-minded peovple of the time
were familiar. The special library had
already developed, and was performing
its part in the world of art, science
and business, without an organized
association,

In organizing the little group of men
and women who met at Bretton Woods
on July 2, 1909, and were interested in
this new field of library work, there
was a discussion as to the form which
the new association should assume.
Should it be a wholly separate entity,
or should it be a part or section of the
existing library body, the American
Library Association? That was the
chief question. The former plan was
favored, and in 1911, at a meeting of
A. L. A, in Pasadena, California, the
council of A, L. A, formally approved
affiliation. That arrangement has since
continued, and under its terms we are
required to meet once in three years
with A. L. A. and to pay each year to
that body a per capita tax of ten cents
for each of our members who is not a
member of A. L. A, Last January, un-
der this arrangement, the check of S.
L. A. went from our treasurer into the
treasury of A. L. A,

For these twenty-one years the two
associations have lived side by side,
each doing its own work, The newer
association in its special field attained
a growth in its first twenty-one years
somewhat larger than the older asso-
ciation did in its first twenty-one
years, while during the past twenty-

one years contemporary with ours, the
older association has grown more
rapidly than ever before. The develop-
ment of the special library field has
been the task of this association. To
this purpose it has devoted much time,
much eftort, and all the money it could
procure. A vast amount of unpaid vol-
unteer work has been done in the past
and is being done in the present, and
without this generous help we could
hardly exist.

One of the carliest declarations of
policy of Special Libraries Association
was that as an association we would
not undertake to do work which others
were already doing, and to this policy
we have steadily adhered,

Within the past year a situation
arose which seemed inimical to the in-
terests of S. L. A., and at the request
of the executive board your president
went to Chicago and discussed the
matter with the council of A. L. A,
As a result the council adopted a re-
port which declared illegal the election
of officers of the section complained of.

* % %

Last September, S. L. A. was repre-
sented at the annual conference of the
Association of Special Libraries and
Information Bureaux in (Cambridge,
England, by Miss Isabel Towner, who
brought the greetings of S. L. A,

Reports from local associations and
chapters tell of a year of helpful mect-
ings and attendance uniformly larger
than usual. The executive board has
consistently aimed to develop closer
relations with them. The board at-
tended meetings of the two local asso-
ciations in Boston and New York, and
two members attended meetings of the
Special Libraries Council of Philadel-
phia. The president attended meetings
of Illinois and Cleveland Chapters, and
Miss Rankin, a former president, at-
tended the organization meeting of
Baltimore Chapter as the representa-
tive of the executive board. Baltimore,
Illinois and Cincinnati Chapters have
applied for affiliation and the applica-
tions have been granted. Cleveland
Chapter carried through successfully a
regional union meeting to which
Illinois, Pittsburgh and Cincinnati
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Chapters were invited. Special Li-
braries Association of Boston has re-
vised its constitution and changed its
name to Boston Chapter, S. L. A.

There is still need for closer co-
ordination of the work of the separate
chapters. The work of one chapter and
its accomplishments should be of help
and interest to others. There is need
for a deeper consciousness that as spe-
cial librarians working in our own
spheres we are also a part of a nation-
wide association seeking to promote
the interests of special libraries and
special librarians everywhere.

x Kk

Good reports come from the groups.
The Newspaper Group has carried on
a campaign for new members through
a large part of the year. The Museum
Group, learning that few of its mem-
bers would be able to attend the con-
ference in San Francisco, arranged
with the approval of the executive
board to meet this year with the
American Museum Association in
Buffalo, and to send reports of the
mecting to this conference.

x ok kK

Committee work has been active and
of conspicuous progress. The commit-
tec on classification, Miss Louis Keller,
chairman; the committee on member-
ship, Miss Florence Bradley, chairman;
and the committee on publications,
Miss Linda H. Morley, chairman, have
had unusually good results, The worlk
of the committee on classification has
grown into a department in our maga-
zine. Membership has increased twelve
per cent in the year. The publications
committee studied and passed upon a
large amount of literary material.

* kK *

Although a substantial gain in- mem-
bership was made during the year,
there is lack of contact between asso-
ciate membership and the national
body. Active and institutional mem-
bers maintain contact through the
magazine, which most associate mem-
bers never or rarely see. To meet this
situation the secretary has suggested
the publication of a little leaflet, pos-
sibly of four pages, to fit into an ordi-
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nary business envelope, which might be
sent four times a year or oftener to all
associate members, telling them the
news of the national association and of
chapters, groups and committees. I
recommend that the executive board
consider the subject.
* ok Kk Ok

The association has long been under
obligation to Mr. Herbert O. Brigham
for his splendid service in the position
of editor of the magazine, “Special Li-
braries.” I cannot too highly commend
his generous and valuable service. He
has constantly lifted the magazine to
a higher plane of usefulness; making
it easily the leader in the special li-
brary field. During the past year the
volume of advertising was the largest
in our history. In the whole year of
1923, the last full year before Mr,
Brigham became editor, the magazine
carried a total of six pages of paid ad-
vertising matter, In 1929, the magazine
carried 81 pages of paid advertising,
which was wholly the result of Mr,
Brigham’s efforts.

There are still opportunities for im-
provement in the magazine when time
and money afford, Further assistance
should be provided for the editor, and
he needs all the co-operation that
members of this association can give
him.

In recent years the executive board
has voted a small honorarium to the
editor, but the time has come when 8.
L. A. should do substantially more. Mr,
Cady, our former president, .pointed
the way to secure funds for maintain-
ing a paid secretary, and the plan has
worked perfectly. It would seem that
the same means might be used to se-
cure larger support for the magazine.
The effort of active members to sell
the institutional membership idea for
the betterment of the magazine would
be a commendable purpose.

One other suggestion on the maga-
zine—we have a committee on mem-
bership, and a very active and efficient
one, but we have no committee on sub-
scriptions. This list of members just
published throws a flood of light on
this phase of our work. It indicates all
subscribing libraries, and while there
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are subscribers in 44 states and 16
foreign countries, there are many
large libraries where the magazine
does not, but ought to go. I believe
that a committee to handle this piece
of work would be worth while.

* k%

One of the early actiofis of the
executive board this year was to pro-
vide for printing the list of members.
The first list of special libraries ever
published appeared in Library Journal
in September, 1909, two months after
S. L. A. was organized, and comprised
a roster of the special libraries inter-
ested in the formation of this associa-
tion. In the third issue of our own
magazine, “Special Libraries”, in
March, 1910, a fuller list of special li-
braries was printed. Again in 1912 and
in 1915 directory lists were published,
the latter showing 370 libraries, but all
these lists were of libraries rather than
of librarians. In 1921 came the first
directory of special libraries, followed
in 1925 by a second edition, a book of
188 pages, listing 975 special libraries.
Since then local directories have been
issued in Boston, New York, Philadel-
phia and San Francisco, but S. L. A,
was without a complete published list
of members. It is, therefore, a matter
of much gratification that a list of
members of S. L, A. as of May, 1930,
has been published, and copies of it are
available here in San Francisco for dis-
tribution and sale. By vote of the
executive board the price is one dol-
lar. It will be sent to all institutional
members free, and will be sold to our
own members for fifty cents.

* K k% -

A review of our twenty-one years of
history shows accomnlishments like
these:

The association formed in 1909 has been
maintained and developed The benefits first
desired of knowing who else was engaged in
special library work, and where, has been and
is being achieved, for it is a never-ending
pursuit,

The association has held an annual con-
ference of inestimable value, every year since
the beginning

Tt has repeated itself many times over
througt the organization of lozal associations
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and chapters spread across the continent
And it has repeated itself in a sort of re-
fined degrec through -the organization of
groups of particular interests.

It gave impetus to the organization of a
similar association in England,

It has published a magazine throughout the
years, often times under great difficulty, and
developed it into the very finest magazine in
its field

It has published national and local direc-~
tories of special libraries and list of special
librarians.

It has published many bibliographies of
suhjects useful to the special librarian and the
library world.

It has published descriptions of every spe-
cial library that could be discvoered.

If has compiled and published union lists
of periodicals in important centers.

It has made a study of special library
methods, made an exhibit of them, and pub-
lished the results.

It projected Public Affairs Information
Service and carried it on to the point where
it could become an independent and success-
ful business enterprise,

It originated Industrial Arts Index and
subsequently turned it over to the publish-
ing house of H. W. Wilson ' Co.

1t compiled and published a Handbook of
information services, and is now preparing a
revised edition.

It has conducted educational courses in
special library work,

It has co-operated in the formation of
training courses for special library work in
library schools,

It has co-operated with the Library of
Congress and with commercial associations
in mutual projects,

Tt has projected and held library exhibits
in many parts of the country,

It has done constructive work in solving
new and difficult problems of classification
for modern business and industry.

It has maintained registration committees
to aid members in securing employment.

It has established a permanent office.

It has procured the services of a paid sec-
retary.

The association has become incorporated.

It has helped those in special library work
to know each other better, to know of other
collections of source material, and to serve
their organizations more efficiently.
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Within the past year the executive
board has worked together effectively
and harmoniously. Six meetings have
been held, one in Washington, one in
Boston, three in New York, and one on
the train overland bound for San
Francisco, and with so many meetings
we have all been able to keep in close
touch with the affairs of the associa-
tion. A summary of our activities
should include these things:

A system of monthly statements has been
inaugurated showing income and expenditures
and liabilities.

The plan of paying all bills within 30 days
has been effected.

Needed furniture and equipment for the
general office has been provided.

Files of our own magazine have for the
first time been permanently bound.

An inventory of the stock publications on
hand has been made.

Property of the association in Providence
has been insured against fire,

A set of forms to show the cost of each
separate publication, and whether its publ-
cation was a financial gain or loss, have been
prepared and will be put into effect imme-
diately.

The year shows a substantial gain in in-
come

Membetship gains netted 12 per cent with
4 total of 1274, as compared with 1129 last
year.

A new chapter was organized at Baltimore,

The Cincinnati special librarics club asked
for afhliation.

Members of the executive board have made
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unusual effort to come in contact with the
local associations and chapters.

The editor of the magazine made a new
record for the amount of advertising secured.

For the first time the full list of members
of the association has been published.

The executive board continued the record
of not refusing a single request of a local
association for funds.

* ¥ &k x

In closing may I speak a personal
word. It has been a joy to discover the
universal spirit of co-operation which
obtains in S. L. A, and it has been 2a
great pleasure to work with officers
and members for the association. From
one and all I have received utmost
consideration. The executive board has
been superb, attentive to the meetings,
alert to the interests of S. L. A., busi-
ness-like, faithful and co-operative. To
officers, to committees and to mem-
bers 1 express my gratitude and ap-
preciation.

Five years ago, in the preface to
Special Libraries Directery, John Cot-
ton Dana used these words:

“The growth of special libraries is the
outstanding feature in recent library
history. The end is not yet. The ex-
tension of the field is limited only by
the growth of modern science and
by the growing desire for accurate
fact information.”

To those of us who are engaged in
this great field of service a new day
has dawned, and prospect is full of
promise.
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