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“A public library should fit itself to its times. It
should be first in the field with collections of
modern industrial and social material. Librar- ;
ians should be not only ancient and literary;
they should be also modern and deadly practical.”

—John Cotton Dana.
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forthcoming conference a success.

One important feature at the convention will be an exhibit which is
being planned by Miss Alta B. Claflin of the Federal Reserve Bank.
Cleveland. The committee plans to show all publications of the
S.L. A. and its various Groups and Committees articles by and about
special librarians, publications in printed or mimeographed form repre-
senting the work of special libraries. This includes all types of internal
publicity, articles about the library in staff magazines or in outside
publications, special methods for doing things in the library and, in
addition, publications or house organs issued by the corporation,
school or institution with which the library is connected in the prepara-
tion of which the librarian has been of assistance or in which the
librarian in some way collaborates

The Program Committee is bringing to us a group of excellent
speakers, including some notable Clevelanders.

The Association is particularly fortunate in having headquarters
in the recently constructed Terminal Group which not only includes
the hotel itself, but a bank, a department store, office buildings and
numerous restaurants.

The committee plans a well manned information desk where informa-
tion of all sorts can be obtained. For those who are going to Cleveland
by highway Miss Helen Prouty, Chairman of the Information Com-
mittee, will be glad to furnish a highway map. Address her at the
Research Service Corporation, Cuyahoga Building, Cleveland.

Arrangements are being made to accept the invitation of the
Detroit Chapter, extended by Miss Caroline Lutz, Librarian, General
Motors Corporation, to spend Saturday, June 13th, in Detroit. The
attractions in Detroit are numerous and doubtless many will accept
the invitation.

A final word of caution! Make your reservation early. Apply
direct to the Hotel Cleveland,

Cleveland Convention
As the magazine passes through the press, the news comes to us that
the Cleveland members are endeavoring in every way to make the
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HIS issue features the addresses and
the subsequent discussion at the
San Francisco Conference on the subject
“"Public Libraries for Business Use." We
have deviated from our usual practice
and present the material in continuous
form giving a graphic cross section of
the second general session on Tuesday,
June 19, 1930.

PrEsIDENT ALcorT: We come to one
of the most important sessions of the
conference, and our subject “Public
Libranies for Business Use'" is one of
the most pertinent subjects which can
be discussed by the Special Libraries
Association.

Those of you who read the account
by Mr. Brigham a year ago, in the
Library Journal, on the subject of
Development of Special Library As-
sociations, will remember that he said
that in the early days the municipal
and reference libraries seemed to dom-

inate the association. Domination seems
to have been succeeded by other interests
and today there is no doubt but what
the dominating interest in Special Li-
braries Association is the Business Li-
brary, and this morning's session is to
be devoted to the subject: Public
Libraries for Business Use. This pro-
gram had been arranged by Miss Marian
C. Manley, Librarian of the Business
Branch of the Newark Public Library.
As many of you know, she met with
a distressing accident since her arrival in
California and is prevented from being
here this morning, but the work which
she had arranged will be carried on to
the best of our ability. The first paper
will be, “Summary of National Survey
of Public Business Libraries and Sug-
gestions for Cooperation Between Them
and Special Libraries.”” This paper will
be read by Miss Marguerite Burnett
of the Federal Reserve Bank of New
York, New York City.

Public Libraries for Private Use

Summary of National Survey of Public Business Libraries and Sug-

gestions for Cooperation Between Them and Special Libraries

By Miss Marian C. Manley, Librarian, Business Branch, Newark Public Library

HAVE wondered if, in reading over

the program for the Special Li-
braries Association meetings as it ap-
peared in the library periodicals, a few
were not somewhat surprised that a
report on the Survey of Business Ser-
vice in Public Libraries in 109 Large
Cities should be given before a session
of the S. L. A. instead of before, for
example, a section of the American
Library Association? The reason for
this is that this Association, especially
those members in the business world,
can probably do more to help in the
development of this work in the country
than can any other professional organiza-
tion.

Miss Vormelker is to talk on individ-
ual cooperation between special libra-
rians and public librarians My theme
is the promotion of business work in
public libraries, and the responsibility
of theS. L. A. for its adequate growth.

Special librarians are accustomed to
dealing with a different type of material
from that in general public libraries
and with the greatest freedom possible.
It is this new point of view that public
librarians must acquire in dealing with
material for business development.

Special libraries in business houses
and business sections or branches in
public libraries are closely allied in
interests. The public library collection
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consisting of material for business work
such as trade directories, city directories,
business magazines, business services,
etc., must be handled from this different
point of view if the work is to be efficient.
The methods must much more closely
follow those in effect in the private
libraries of business houses. There red
tape and rockbound methods of pre-
servation have been to a great extent
eliminated.

It is because of this community of
interests that we can so emphatically
say that the Special Libraries Associa-
tion and its members can do more to
foster the adequate development of
public library work for business men
than can any other body. As for special
librarians themselves, what benefits ac-
crue to them through the satisfactory
development of an adequate public
business library collection in their vicin-
ity? Such a collection gives the special
librarian access to a much more com-
prehensive directory collection than she
would have occasion to develop in her
own library. City directories with their
thousand uses are there available. Trade
directories for fields other than her own
are on the shelves. The most important
state documents, market surveys, special
reports, can be consulted there rather
than encumber the always limited space
of the special library. The special
librarian's course can be made easier
time after time through access to a good
public library and when that good
public library includes the forward-
looking development of business col-
lections, the special librarian may con-
sider herself blessed.

With the future development of the
work under consideration, a more thor-
ough knowledge of its present stage was
desirable. Just what was the status of
development of business library work
in public libraries? Because we had
every reason to know that the interest
along this line was growing more pro-
nounced each year, and because we could
not tell how far it had developed in
all sections of the country, a survey of
the field seemed advisable. The Business
Branch of the Newark, New Jersey,
Public Library is longer established than
any other. Mr. Dana was always in-

terested in work for the business man,
the library's most important support.
In 1904 he took his first definite step
in their service by establishing in a small
downtown branch of the library a col-
lection of trade and city directories.
His interest in Dbusiness gervice re-
mained unabated with the result that
in 1930 we have our own buijlding three
years old, an income of around $30,000
a year for the support of this separate
department, a staff of twelve people
handling the work and the enthusiastic
support of the librarian, the Board of
Trustees and the tax-payers of the city
of Newark. )

" In Newark we knew that many busi-
ness libraries had developed throughout
the country. For years we had friends
and comrades in the Minneapolis and
Indianapolis Business Branches. Pitts-
burgh was a comparative newcomer in
the field. Savannah had taken first steps
in the development of the work. We
had heard from San Francisco and we
knew that Boston was preparing for
their new branch, while Hartford we
considered our special foster child.

We knew that more activities must
be underway in the country It seemed
a good move to take stock, so we planned
a questionnaire which would bring out
to some extent the special business
branches or departments and definite
sections in the public libraries doing
this work, the annual cost of the work
for each library, the number of assistants
engaged in it, the amount of money
spent on investment material, on trade
directories, on magazines, the scope
of the business book collection, the
amount of advertising done and the
type. We found, in sending out this
questionnaire to all public libraries in
cities in the country with a population
of 70,000 and over, interesting develop-
ments.

Peoria, Illinois, had started a business
room. San Diego had a separate business
and technical annex. Portland, Oregon,
had an active business and industrial
department. Here and there around the
country other libraries were working
along these lines. In Duluth, in El
Paso, in Knoxville, in Little Rock, in











































































