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0 N E  of the first letters that I received on becoming President last summer, 
was a fine, constructive, cheering note from K. Dorothy Ferguson, of 
San Francisco. Most of us who have attended S. L. A. Conventions in 

recent years remember her friendliness and humor, her good, practical contribu- 
tions to any subject under discussion. Her letter to me reflected alI three of these 
characteristics, because, in addition to being friendly and funny, she added, "Are 
we any nearer to having a permanent Book Review Conlmittee in S. L. A.? I t  is a 
thing for which I have been pleading - year after year." And she went on to esplain 
why our Associatioll should and how it could further this project. 

How right she is that special librarians are pecul~arly fitted to sponsor book re- 
views. Because each of us knows a few subjects thoroughly, we can more easily judge 
the relative values of books in our special fields. Surely we can claim to know our 
source material more intimately than general librarians. And though we have for a 
long time exchanged opinions informally with each other, i t  is obvious that we need 
machinery for recording these opinions, that they may actually guide people in the 
selection of new books. So I welcomed Miss Ferguson's suggestion that this work 
should head up under the Groups in our Association and wrote to each chairman. 
There was a general expression of interest, approval and willingness to make. this 
their major project of the year. As usually happens, the person responsible for a good 
idea has to  take i t  in hand, work out plans and become a Chairman. The definite steps 
taken so far have been these: last November Miss Fcrguson started work with the 
Group chairmen who in turn got a few people to agree to  report regularly on thc 
new, significant books issued in their respective fields. Each comment received by 
the Group chairman is to be checked hy several others so that a consensus of opinion 
is reached. Reviews will then either be issued in bulletin form to  members of the 
Group, or held till the end of the year when a list of recommended books may be 
issued, or they may appear from time to time in SPECIAL LIBRARIES. Plans are still in 
the making and suggestions from each of you will be so welcome. 

Did you notice that Marion Mead's section in the last issue of SPECIAL LIBRARIES 
reported this work well under way in the Commercial Technical Group? A~ld  in a 
characteristically efficient way, Laura Woodward and the Insurance Group already 
have a sufficient number 'of reviews submitted by their members to make possible 
the issuing of their first bulletin on Insurance books. Naturally the Financial review 
work is thriving since that is Miss Ferguson's own group, and pet.'So we are really 
off to a fine start, and I hope to hear that all the Groups can report progress soon. 
Think how fine i t  will be when we have a t  Headquarters and in the possession of 
the Groups, a basic list of the best books on a11 important subjects, together with 
recommendations on new books, regularly contributed. Such lists will be in great 
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demand. M y  one great desire in this Book Review number of the Magazine is to 
arouse every member of S. L. A. to contribute to this work of book reviewing and to 
profit by it. If you accept the responsibility for furnishing a review, you will find 
that you make a much more intelligent s tudy of a book, a t  the same time checking 
up on others in your library on the same subject, with the  result of much wiser book 
selection in these days of reduced budgets. I hope very much tha t  our reviews will 
surely avoid the hackneyed form tha t  simply indicates contents and method of 
treatment, bu t  will instead be real appraisals of books and contain reliable advice 
to purchasers 

I had a long talk the other day  about S. L. A. with a writer who contributes 
regularly to  the more important business magazines. I-Ie knows the  subjects that 
interest business men and understands their needs, and  so I asked him how our 
Association could begin to  tell our story to  the world. 14-e members of S L. A, know 
that there will be new spec~al libraries formed only a s  we are able to explain and 
illustrate the value of this application of library service. Business will have urgent 
need for this in the nest  few years. So tha t  S. L. A. and  what  i t  stands for must be 
understood by the world. I asked this writer for his opinion as  to  what  we might do 
effectively, inexpensively and soon. His reply was t ha t  we should sponsor lists of 
books, opinions of books. He  believes t ha t  business men are in the  mood to buy small 
collections of books to  help them solve their everyday problems, bu t  tha t  they need 
advice as to which are best for their purpose and why. Surely, we special librarians 
are equipped to supply such lists and advice. If, - no, when, - we begin to work out 
this educational program for S. L. A., we shall ceriainly look to the functioning. 
Book Review committees of our Groups for help. Will you all be  ready? 

Ideas for a Weary World 

S PECIAL librarians will certainly wish to read a pamphlet just issued by Doane Eaton's Company, 
445 West 41 Street (New York) entitled "Ideas for a Weary World," price $1.00. They will read 

it with amusement but probably to good purpose, too. The author styles himself an Injore~alion 
Cosnselor but his methods and sources are those of any efficient reference librarian. The real purpose 
ol h ~ s  "Ideas for a Weary World" is to cornmercialixe the value of library and information work and 
to make sources of information available to everybody anywhere. He is trying to foster a series of 
directories of sources of information to be made by associations,.'one to a subject, produced in quan- 
tities a t  small cost and broadcast to the world. There are many other ideas therein and certainly mixed 
up with so many personalities and so much "ballyhoo" that you may miss the worthwhile points 

Perhaps librarians are too restrained in the kind of publicity they release. If so, we must be wdl~ng 
to learn and here is a chance to get an outsider's viewpoint toward our job. Mr. Eaton IS sure that 
we need better business methods and a commercial viewpoint toward the worth of our informational 
services. Can ~t be that we need a touch of Barnurn, too? - R. B. R. 
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The Librarian's Book Review 
By K. DOROTHY FERGUSON, Librarian 

Bank of Italy, San Francisco 

T 0 BUY or not to buy, that's the question - which these days confronts not 
only librarians, but business men, executives, and the great class of serious 
readers, who sooner or later have to consider the purchase of books. 

What aids are now available for the selection of books? Some professions have 
their literature fairly well reviewed such as law or engineering for which you wilt 
find very inclusive and authoritative book reviews. But i t  is the general student of 
economics, finance, and agriculture, who is left prey to the unscrupulous reviewer. 

I will not review for you the indexes and the well known lists of periodic literature, 
but let us consider rather the various types of book reviews. There is the very short 
review, containing beside the author, title, and date, merely a phrase, which amounts 
to barely more than a secondary title, with publisher and price. Or, there is the preju- 
diced review, one written with the main purpose of selling books - giving a summary 
of some of the popular phases of the contents. But how often do we find a comparative 
review- this surely should form the main character of the librarian's book review. 

By what other qualities should the librarian's review be distinguished? 
1. I t  should give an insight of the contents so that  the books under review will 

stand out clearly from others on the subject. 
2. I t  should offer comparison with others in the same field. 
3. I t  should enable us to decide whether the book studied is essential or replaces 

others already covering the subject; whether it supplements those already in use, 
and must be added to the collection, or whether i t  should only be bought by those 
librarians desiring all on the subject. 

4. The review should consider if possible whether the book will endure, or whether 
the interest of the subject will be only short lived. 

5. Finally, the reviewer should be quite frank in condemning a book which does 
not come up to the standard required of professional literature. 

We have all had experience with books which have been written on popular sub- 
jects by those who are not students, or by those who have hastily thrown together 
previous magazine articles so as to catch sales while popularity and interest in a 
subject is a t  its height. These books should be promptly condemned because al- 
though the title may be catchy, and the author's reputation sufficient to make one 
presume that the books are authoritative and worth purchasing, these books are soon 
dead material on our shelves. 

Why should the various professions expect t o  look to the special librarian for such 
reviews? We have by hard work and a wonderful interpretation of the word sewice, ac- 
customed the professional men and women to  look to us as to those trained by study 
and experience in the knowledge of source material and also in the knowledge of 
useful contacts whereby information not in printed form can be made available. 
These same professional men are now expecting us to answer that other query - 
"What is the best book on my subject?" Surely this should be as much a part of our 
daily work as to be able to locate through indexes any given piece of information. 

But how many of us stand ready to come forth and give this inforn~ation with a 
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feeling of sureness? I fear very few. And i t  is because of my own feeling of incompe- 
tency in this matter that I have so strongly urged that  we undertake the work of 
fearless and honest book reviewing. Our own members need such reviews. Many are 
not in the big book publishing centers where books are easily examined. Many are 
removed from those larger and longer established libraries that have a more affluent 
budget and who therefore buy more freely. Too many of us lack the facilities for ex- 
amining and comparing the new material in our fields. So to individuals as well as to 
the profession, these book reviews will be a much needed service, and for our Associa- 
tion one of the best advertisements we can give it. 

I look forward to the time when publishers of the more serious magazines will 
turn to S. L. A, and its various Groups for authoritative reviews instead of being con- 
tent with the log-rolling or high pressure sales variety, both of doubtful value for 
future and continuous selling. 

Some Thoughts on Book Reviewing 
By MARGARET JACKSON, Librarian 

Hoyt Library, Kingston, Penn. 

I DO NOT believe that I know anything about book reviewing which all your 
group who went to library school did not learn there. Perhaps experience counts 
here-some of us may know theories that we do not mentally grasp hard 

enough to apply. 
In all my teaching of book reviewing I have centered what I had to say on two 

things learned from Mr. Dana: 
Books which make men happier, wiser, and of more use to their fellow men are the best 

books after all. Unless a book meets one of these demands, i t  seems to me useless for a 
librarian to review it. We have or should have nothing to do with books which do not 
make men of more use to their fellow men and, to some extent, each one of us is his 
brother's keeper. 

What the busy reader wishes to know about a book is: 
What the book is about? 
Authority of the author? 
Whether for the student or general reader? 
What part of the field i t  covers? 
How i t  compares with others on the same subject? 

I have learned too that a criterion to be used in reviewing a book may be found in 
"Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor." And that stands for re- 
viewer these days, as well as  for author. Carl Van Doren has said that immental books 
are perhaps more dangerous than the so-called immoral ones. Is a book immental, or 
immoral, or both which takes individual selfishness or sensuality, or coarseness as 
typical of life to-day? Is the post-war generation bearing false witnessagainst itself in 
print whilst, in life, sacrifice, cleanliness and beauty still prevail? 

From "The Writing of Fiction" by Edith Wharton I have personally found much 
help, and also from the chapter in Virginia Woolf's delightful "Second Common 
Reader" -How Should One Read a Book? 
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The Convention-Why Go? 

I MAGINE, if you can, a brilliant sunny morning - March 4th. Miss Cavanaugh 
received us in the Board room of the Standard Statistics Company - a room 

with dark panelled walls and casement windows that  seemed to add lustre and ele- 
gance to  an occasion, for this was not an ordinary day, nor a n  ordinary meeting. I t  
was the beginning of the Bank Holiday and the meeting was called to discuss ways 
and means of carrying our S. L. A. through the year. Each member who came in 
through the doorway carried the morning paper with its headlines - and we won- 
dered ! 

When the President and Secretary started the business of the day we could not but 
sense the importance of each item - and were impressed once again by the time and 
thought these officers of ours put into the affairs of S. L. A. What a hard year it has 
been for them to administer things in a large \tay, with ever diminishing finances. 
How little the rest of us can do, except to g i ~  them full appreciation, gratitude and 
moral support. Our only means of expressing this latter is, of course, the Convention. 
Can we not all begin or end our vacations late this year, going via Chicago to what- 
ever Port of Fancy our vacation plans may point? There are so many reasons for 
going to  Chicago's Century of Progress that we sacrifice nothing, even if we have to 
steal from a vacation in order to spend October 16-18th with our S. L. A. 

EDITOR 
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Across the Secretary's Desk 
N EXECUTIVE BOARD meeting was held A in New York on Saturday morning, March 

4th, in the attractive Directors' roam of the 
Standard Statistics Co. It was the fateful morning 
when the bank moratorium was declared in New 
York. The sum total of the individual cash assets 
a t  that moment was only a few dollars - and the 
members from out-of-town wondered if they could 
get home again. 

Around a long table were gathered the Execu- 
tive Board and the Advisory Council (which is 
composed of all local chapter presidents, chair- 
men of groups and of committees), twenty-one 
persons in all. You who always attend our annual 
Conventions would not have t o  be introduced t o  
the officers of the Association. And those who 
read SPECI,\L LI~RARIES must feel that you know 
Mary Louise Alexander, president, Adeline hl. 
Macrum and Sophia J. Lamn~ers, vice-presidents, 
Angus Fletcher and Mr. Frederick Robertson 
who continue as members this year, and Mr. 
Herbert Brigham elected as a new member this 
year. Miss Woodward, the treasurer, was absent. 

Advisory Council members who joined in the 
discussions this month were Mrs. Fertig, vice- 
president of the Pittsburgh Chapter; Marion 
Mead, president of Illinois Chapter; Mr. Red- 
stone, president of Boston Cl~apter;,Miss Green- 
wood, president of New York Chapter, and the 
Commercial-Technical and Financial Groups 
were represented as well. The Editor and Adver- 
tising Manager of SPECIAL LIBRARIES and six 
committee chairmen completed your Associa- 
tion's representation. Those who were not able 
to attend received minutes of the discussions a t  

the meetings. The  Advisory Council and Execu- 
tive Board numbers 36 In all; a t  the March meet- 
ing 19 were present. The Secretary's part in the 
Board consists in sending notices, preparing the 
calendar, recording the proceedings and preparing 
the minutes of the  meeting. . 

Many pol~cies are discussed and determined 
by the Board. Actions result~ng from such de- 
termination may be carried out by certain com- 
mittees, or groups or through the Secretary's 
office. Plans are now being made for the annual 
Convention t o  be held in Chicago during tlie 
Century of Progress World's Fair. At the invita- 
tion of the American Library Association we are 
meeting with them this year so that our members 
may avail themselves of those meetings. Our 
Association will convene for only three days, 
Monday-Wednesday, October 16-18. A. L. A. 
begins the previous Saturday and extends t o  the 
following Saturday. We likewise wish every mem- 
ber t o  have time to enjoy the World's Fair itself. 
Committees will soon be a t  work planning an  
attractive program for the meetings. CONGRESS 
HOTEL is S. L. A.'s headquarters during the 
Convention. If you have any ideas for a conven- 
tion, please pass them along to me and they will 
be used. 

A Business Library Textbook based on tlie best 
practices of our special libraries secured through a 
Methods Clinic is being evolved, and within a 
year may be a reality. 

A membership campaign is all set to be carried 
forward by loyal members. You shall read of that  
in another column. REDECCA B. RANKIN, 

Sccrefary 

An Opportunity 

w ORD has come from 0. E. K~essling, of the Bureau of Mines, that  about two hundred sets 
bound, of "Mineral Resources of the United States," 1919 t o  1927, have been placed a t  his 

disposal for distribution. These sets, of a market value of about twenty-five dollars each, were origi- 
nally intended for oficlal use, but have now been made available for outsiders. Mr. Kiessling, who 
wishes to distribute them in a manner most useful to the publlc, feels that  technical and engineering 
l~braries which have either incomplete sets of this reference work or no copies a t  all should be given 
priority in claiming them. 

There are also, in addit~on to the sets mentioned above, a supply of odd volumes for the same years, 
requests for which will be entertained but not handled until the sets have bees dispensed. Requests 
will be handled on a "first come, first served" basis, and the privilege IS reserved of withdrawing the 
volumes from distribution a t  any time. 

All applications, for sets or for single volumes, should be sent directly to 0. G. Kiessling, Chief 
Economist, Division of Mmeral Statistics, Rureau of Mines, Department of Commerce, Washington, 
D. C. - R. B. R. 
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Our Membership Campaign Program, 1933 
By MARIAN C. MANLEY, Chairman 

w ITH S. L. A, as with the national govern- 
ment, local governments and individual 

businesses, the question of Income for the year ia 
vital. To  "consolidate our position" as quickly 
and effectively as pss~ble ,  a special membership 
d r~ve  is planned for the spring. The goal is the 
greatest possible increase in Active membership 
for each chapter. In order to score our local 
associations, let one Institutional membership be 
counted as three Active, and five Associate mem- 
berships as one Act~ve membership, thus giving a 
fair common denominator for membership stand- 
ing. Each Membership Committee member will 
be supplied with the lists of their respective chap- 
ter members showing their status by dues. 

As a recognition of the work of khe chapters in 
this field, a banner will be awarded to the chapter 
showing the greatest percentage of gain in active 
memberships in 1933 over 1932. The present 
holder of the record IS Milwaukee, which showed 
a garn of 94% in Active memberships over 1931. 
The table by rank provides food for thought: 

RANK I N  ORDER OF INCREASE IN ACTIVE MEM- 
B E R ~  (OR EQUIVALENTS) 

1931 1932 Change ?& 
Milwaukee.. ......... 16 31 15 94 
Cincinnati . . . . . . . .  11 19 8 72 
Pittsburgh ........... 26 41 15 57 
So. California ........ 17 24 7 41 
Michigan.. . . . . . . . . .  35 41 6 17 
Cleveland.. ......... 19 21 2 10 
Baltimore . . . . . . . . . . .  15 16 1 6 
Illinois . . . . . . . . . . . .  65 67 2 3 
San Frar~cisco . . . . . . .  47 46 -1 -2 

. . . . . . . .  New York 319 296 -23 -7 
. . . . . . . . . . .  Boston 95 84 -11 -11 

The June issue of SPECIAL LIBRAKIES will give 
the standing of the various chapters in this con- 
nection. Since the banner will not be awarded 
until the October meetmg with the dues as re- 
corded up t o  October lst, chapters will have an 
opportunity between June and October to ad- 
vance their standing. Additional Institutional 
members are particularly effective in this con- 
nection. The banner will be held by that chap- 

ter w t h  the high record until the next conven- 
t~on ,  when it may retain ~ t s  position or yield to 
another chapter. 

While the first list shows the chapters grouped 
in the order of their percentage gain in member- 
ship, the list of members ranged in the order of 
percentage of Active members or their equiva- 
lent shows changes. In this list Montreal, our 
most recently organ~zed chapter, through its 
many Institut~onal members, has the unique 
distinction of the equivalent of an active mem- 
bersh~p of 142 percent of ~ t s  members by indi- 
vidual count. True to form, Pittsburgh is found 
well toward the head if we line up our locals, in 
the order of their rank, expressed in percentages 
of Active members (or equivalents) compared t o  
total memberships: 

Total 
Name Members 

. . .  Montreal 12 

. . . .  Pittsburgh 41 
Illinois ........ 73 
Milwaukee ... 34 

. .  New York . .  368 

... Michigan.. 56 
Baltimore.. .... 23 
San Francisco . . 67 

..... Cleveland 36 
Cincmnati . 32 
Boston ......... 196 
So. California . 57 

A cflve 
Members or 
Epuivalenfr 

17 
41 
67 
31 
296 
41 
16 
46 
2 1 
41 
84 
24 

As Miss Alexander said in the November issue 
of SPECIAL LIBRARIES, I.... most of us give the 
time we d o  to S. L. A. because we enjoy doing i t  
and because it helps us personally. . . .  A 
chance to work on common problems and keep in 
touch with others who are accomplrshing things, 
cannot but make us more effective in our own 
jobs." W e  know this and we know that we need 
not feel hesitant in offering the opportunity to 
others. T o  fully share in the work of the Asso- 
ciation, we must do so. Let us all do what wecan 
a s  individuals to foster this professional devel- 
opment. 

Wanted! 
HE University Library of the University of California is anxious to secure copies of the "In- T .  dustr~al Arts Index" for 1916 and 1917. Any one who has copies for sale, or who can suggest a 

possible source of supply, is asked to communicate with Harold L. Leupp, Librarian 
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New Members-January 1st to March 20th, 1933 
INSTITUTIONAL 

E. I. DU PONT DE NEMOURS & CO. 
The R. & H. Chemicals Department 
Niagara Falls, N. Y. 

Mr. Marvm S. Carr, Ln. 
FITCH PUBLISHING CO., INC. 

138 Pearl Street 
New York City 

E. C. Olsen, Exec. Vice-Pres 
UNIVERSITY OF CALWORNIA LIBR~RY 

Berkeley, California 
RICHARD S. WORMSER 

22 West 48th Street 
New York City 

ACTIVE 
MARY E. FURBECK 

Publlc Affairs Information Service 
New York City 

IRENE HALE HEWES 
1605 W. Allegheny Avenue 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

JULIA IDESON, Ln. 
Houston Public Library 
Houston, Tewas 

MARGARET LEE KEITH 
N a p ,  California 

MILLICENT LEIJPBR 
Universlty of Pittsburgh 
P~ttsburgh, Pennsylvania 

HELGA LENDB, Ln 
Amer~can Foundation for the Blind 
New York City 

MR. WAVE L. NOGGLE 
University of Illinois 
Urbana, Illinois 

EDITH M. PEELPS 
H. W. Wilson Company 
New York City 

MARION RAWLS 
Art Institute 
Chicago, Illinois 

RALPH J. SHOEMAKER 
Public Ledger Library 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

HAZEL M. SKELHORNE 
Bureau of Public Administration 
University of Virginia 

HARRIET V. V. VAN WYCK 
American Ass'n for Adult Education 
New York City 

ASSOCIATE 
HELEN J. ADELMAN 

254 Barrett Street 
Brooklyn, New York 

JOHN BECAN 
New York Times 
New York City 

DORA BmNBAUM 
191 S. Second Street 
Brooklyn, New York 

THOMAS BRACKBN 
New York Times 
New York City 

HELEN GRANT CUSBING 
339 East 58th Street 
New York City 

DOROTHEA DAWSON 
Board of Education 
Detroit, Michimn 

MRS. H. E. FOOTE 
U. S. Bureau of Mines 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

MR. L. H. Fox 
New York Public Library 
New York City 

JOHN GOETZ, Library 
New York Evening Poet 
New York City 

LEONA HAWWR 
High School Library 
Harnmond, Indiana 

ELSA J. JAECK 
14-40 South 59th Street 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

WALLACE JONES 
New York Times 
New York City 

RICHARD KENDRICK 
725 Lombard Street 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

BERTHA K. KRAUSS 
4022 Cromwell Avenue 
Los Angeles, California 

ANTOINETTE LESLIE 
1623 Summer Street 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

JOHN A. MCCARTHY 
Philadelphia Record Library 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

MRS. DOROTHY McNnm 
Public Library 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
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MRS. ETHEL C. MARTIN, Library of 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 

WILLIAM A. MATHEWSON 
170 Hicks Street 
Brooklyn, New York 

DOROTHY T. MBRROW 
Kirstein Business Library 
Boston, Massachusetts 

MRS. EDITH G. NEWELL 
1101 N. Cayuga Street 
Ithaca, New York 

LOUISE REID 
611 West 110th Street 
New York City 

CLARE A. ROBESON 
Sheppard Library 
Boston, Massachusetts 

ALEXANDER M. RONALD 
14 Hobart Road 
Newton Centre, Maasachusetts 

GERALD~NB SCANNELL 
Boston Public Library 
Boston, Massachusetts 

EDITH B. SKINNER 
Free Library of Philadelphia 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

HARRlBT W. STEWART 
Mercy Hospital 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

CHARLESSTOLBEPG 
New York Sun 
New York City 

HARRIETT SWIFI 
Boston Public Library 
Boston, Massachusetts 

MRS. CARYENINA TOYASSINI 
Medical College Library 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

HELEN TULLIS 
University of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

VIRGINIA TURRELL 
169 Elm Avenue 
Mt. Vernon, New York 

MISS M. P. VINAL 
Remington Rand, Inc. 
Boston, Massachusetts 

W. FRED WARRINGTON 
Philadelphia Record Libnry 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

MRS. GRACE WATKINS 
Northeastern University Library 
Boston, Massachusetts 

JOHN R. WESTWOOD, ~ R D  

340 North 52nd Street 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

WILDA SUTER 
820 Corinthian Avenue 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
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SNIPS and SNIPES 
Highhghls and lowdowns. . . . Our Executive 

Board, including such out-of-towners as Marion 
Mead - who drove from Chicago in two days - 
Adeline M. Macrum, pro lent of Albany, Mrs. 
Fertig, acting head of the Pittsburgh Chapter, 
Mr. Redstone of Boston and Mr. Brigham of 
Providence, met in state in the Directors' Room 
of the Standard Statisttcs Company on March 4, 
1933 Snooping about abit, we learned that 
several interesting things are in the woiks: For 
instance, three manuals will soon be ready to tell 
troubled chairmen - 

I a local chapter by Thomas 
Cowles 

How to run a group by Alta B. Claflin 
a convention by Eleanor Cava- 
naugh 

, . And the Publications Committee wdl pub- 
lish Mildred Pressman's "Annual index to cur- 
rent literature dealing with casualty insurance" 
which the National Bureau of Casualty and 
Surety Underwriters has issued for the last five 
years. . . Marian (Betsy Ross) Manley plans a 
membership campaign which you just read about 
~f you d~dn ' t  skip. . . N. Y. S. L A. President 
Josephine Greenwood is going to gather statistics 
on unemployment among N. Y. Specials. . . . 
The best thmg we turned up in our prying was 
that plans are on foot for a one-day Regional 
Conference on June 17th, a t  Briarcliff Manor. 
As our hero, Bert Lahr says, "Some fun!" De- 
tails later. . . . 

K.  D. F. fells all . . . K. Dorothy Ferguson 
writes to the curious "Tell them 'K '  is only 
included for euphony. D. F. sounded bad." . . . 
As the only other K. D. F. we know, what do 
you say, Miss Frankenstein? . . . 

Snippels. . . . Pittsburgh Chapter has nearly 
con~pleted its Union List of Periodicals and re- 
ports a busy year under its acting president, Mrs. 
Fertig late of Buda Pest, and now librarian of the 
technical library a t  the Westinghouse Company. 
. . . S. L. A. has joined the American Association 
of Adult Education. . . . The Chase Bank Li- 
brary received a unique gift the other day from 
the senior director of the bank, the Hon. Henry 
W. Cannon: eight scrapbooks of financial clip- 
pings from newspapers dating from 1866 to 1905. 
Yes, panics and depressions are well represented 
. . . Library school students are afoot again. 
Those from McGill Library School came down 

from Toronto to visit New York special libraries 
and Colunlbia Library students' dexended 
Morningside Heights for their semi-annual p~l-  
grimage. . . . Municipal Reference Library 
Notes, Rebecca Rankin's brain child, became a 
monthly instead of a weekly publication. . . . 

Sonety nole. . . . The Business Branch of the 
Newark Public Library announces the engage- 
ment of its staff member, Mildred Clapp to Mr. 
Ralph Turner, Engineer. . . . 

Touchi. . . . Margaret Hatch, librarian of the 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company Branch in 
San Francisco, pleads guilty for herself and the 
California Chapter t o  President Alexander's 
recent charge of "notor~ous inarticulateness" on 
the part of the S. L. A. membership. But Miss 
Hatch makes noble amends: " I  do want you to 
know that the San Francisco group appreciates 
SPECIAL LIBRARIES. . . . The national officers 
really should know how much their work is felt 
here I t  is reflected In local activities." . . . 

PoerryDeparlmenf. . . . CharlotteNoyesfrom 
her DuPont Library sent out some overdue 
notices recently. In return she received from a 
chemist this pleasant improvisation on that old 
familiar theme - " Never even saw the book": 

I have not stolen from your place this book- 
Nor swip6d, nor in other manner took; 
Nay, I have never seen the blasted thing, 
Know not its color, whether blue or ping. 
In fact your book I do not even covet, 
I have a private, prs 'n ' l  copy ovet. 

Space grabbers. . . . It's impossible to keep 
the Newspaper Group from figuring prominently 
in this Department, what with Mr. Kwapil 
stirring-things-up and Marie Anne Walker play- 
ing stump-the-leader. On February 23rd, the 
N. Y. S. L. A. had a meetmg a t  which Mr. Angus 
Fletcher was the speaker. He pointed out the 
antiquity of the newspaper library, the first men- 
tion of which appears in Ben Jonson's descrip- 
tion "its several rolls and files of news by the 
alphabet and all put up under their heads." . . . 
The March meeting of the New York Association 
was newspaper night, and Dr. John H. Finley of 
the New York Times was the speaker of the 
evening. Rarely has the libranan been called so 
many pleasant things in a few moments. Dr. 
Finley - we quote unblushingly - named us 


























