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E ACH city and each community presents its own problems, and reflects its 
individuality in the  character of its institutions, in spite of the fact that we - 
as a people -are becoming more and more standardized on the surface. 

Philadelphia, we feel, has a unique situation that  is clearly brought out when a 
survey is made of the special library field. The  nation's third largest city, with its 
wealth of tradition containing some of the  best of America's background, has a great 
deal to offer in source material, and the atmosphere of solidity and conservatism, 
which is imparted by some of its institutions to  the most modern esponents of its 
cultural and business life, is a characteristic that  is typically Philadelphia's own. 

In these days of constantly changing values, with the  discovery that much of 
our existing superstructure lacks a firm foundation, the  continued maintenance of 
some of these old libraries on special subjects started with such high ideals so many 
years ago, has an added charm and is a real heritage of the modern city ~n which 
we now live. 

This past is utilized as  shown b y  the fact that  the business and industrial libraries 
depend greatly upon their material, and the institutional librarians with their 
realization of present-day needs of business, industry and professions, have cooper- 
ated in a very splendid manner with the  "Special Libraries Council" since its in- 
ception in 1917 by making their treasures live, and representatives from all of Lhe 
libraries given below are in the  Council. I t  is impossible to do justice to each of 
them, so a survey is the only thing we can give. For this, we have called on collab- 
orators to  furnish the following material about the old ones as well as the new: 

SOME 0 F THE BA CKGRO UND 

The LIBRARY COMPANY OF PI-IILA- 
DELPHIA (founded by Benjamin Franklin) and 
the KIDGWAY BRANCH OF THE LIBRARY 
COMPANY. hlr Austin Gray, Librar~nn,  statez: 
"The present aims are to produce a complete up- 
to-date catalogue of all the collect~ons of the  
Library Company. Pending the  raising of funds 
for this purpose, our efforts are being directed 

toward cataloging the Americana and ult~mately 
arranging it altogether in one room as a separate 
collection. This includes maps, surveys. manu- 
scripts as well a s  books. When this has been clone, 
the collection -one of the best in the country - 
will a t  last be more available for research. 

"A secondary aim of the Library Comp.~ny is 
to contradict, by  fact and operation, the absurd 
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and untruthful statements which have passed 
current for fifty years In ncwSPaPcrS and books 
about phlladelphia on the subject of Dr. Rush's 
~ ~ 1 1 .  The persistent promulgation of these stories 
has greatly hampered the usefulness of the Ridg- 
way Library This branch is rich in play-bills, 
bound newspapers and in works on geology." 

~t was an interesting story that Mr. Gray told 
us one evening when we had a meetiw a t  this 
Branch, of how the growth was made from the 
small hbrary for scholars and recluses, planned 
for in the original WIN,  developing through the 
will's "attack of codicds," as he so aptly phrased 
it,  and still further enlarged in the final carrying 
out by the executors. I t  became a most inlposing 
and impressive looking building, far larger than 
its adnlin~stratlve headquarters. 

The AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SO- 
CIETY HELD AT PHILADELPHIA FOR 
PROMOTIKG USEFUL KNOWLEDGE. 
Laura E. I-Ianson, Librarian, contributes: 
"Franklin In h ~ s  Autobrography said in the year 
1727 . . ' I  united the majority of well-in- 
formed persons of my acquaintance into a club 
which we called the Junto, the object of which 
was to improve our understanding. We met every 
Friday evening.' The American Philosophical 
Soc~ety is the direct outgrowth of that Junto, and  
i t  claims the honor of being the oldest scientific 
society in America. I t  still holds its Friday eve- 
ning meetings, and a three days' annual meeting 
is held in April a t  which leaders in science and 
letters read and discuss papers on their various 
subjects. These papers are afterwards published 
in its Proceedings or Transactions. The Society 
has published one volume a year of its Proceed- 
ings since 1839 and its Transactions irregularly 
since 1769. The first volume of Transactions 
descr~bed the t rans~t  of Venus. 

"As its name denotes, its a m  has always been 
to  promote useful knowledge, and its library of 
nearly 80,M)O volumes is rich in the history of sci- 
ecce. Indeed the Society's own Minutes, prac- 
tically complete since 1750, afford material for a 
history of sclence in America whlch cannot be 
found elsawhere. Scholars and research workers 
find In this hbrary a wealth of manuscript ma- 
terial as well as the rare and out of print book. 
The library malntains a system of exchange with 
the learned societies and universities throughout 
the world. The library is open to the public for 
reference and lends books on the inter-library 
loan plan. 

"Through all its history the Society has elected 
t o  nlenlbershiplcadcrsof science andof lettersboth 
American and foreign and its rolls contain the 
names of representativemen down to  our own day. 

" I t  is of interest to  note that the Historical 
Society of Pennsylvania had its birth in the HIS- 
torical Committee of this Soclety. The Franklin 
Institute with its practical application of the scl- 
ences forms R most valuable complement to  the 
Amer~can Philosophical Society's theoretical side 
of the pure sciences." 

The HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF PENN- 
SYLVANIA was formed on December 2, 1824 
for the purpose of "eluc~dating the history of the 
State." Mr Ernest Spoffard IS Librarian. For 
many years the Society had no headquarters of its 
own. The first regular meeting place was the 
apartments of the Phrenological Society in Car- 
penters' Court. The Philosophical Society fur- 
nished shelter for a time, then the Athenaeum. 
The Soc~ety also occupied a building on the 
grounds of the Pennsylvania Hospital and finally 
removed to 13th and Locust Streets. In 1902 this 
latter building was made fireproof and today 
houses all the activities of the Society. 

Among the collections of special import are 
those of Charlemagne Tower's Colonial Laws, the 
C a w l  books in German, William S Baker's 
Washingtonia, the Kennedy drawings of ancient 
houses and the Dreer autographs. The contribu- 
tion of S~mon Gratz has been the most notable in 
the history of the Society, and amounts to  some 
58,000 items. Here can be found the original 
manuscripts of Proud's History of Pennsylvania, 
Watson's Annals of Philadelphta, Christopher 
Marshall's Diary and Pastorius' Laws of Ger- 
mantown. No society in America is richer in 
original papers. 

T H E  FRANKLIN INSTITUTE OF T H E  
STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA 

Alfred R&ng, librarian, who wriks the follow- 
ing, celebrated the lifliefh anniversary last year of 
his seroices un'th his nun instatutacn. He has been the 
Chairinan of flu Special Labraries Cound  of 
Phrladelphia for the past three years. 

The Franklin Institute was founded on Febru- 
ary 5, 1824 by two young men with much ambi- 
tion and more determination. A Committee on 
the Library was appointed and the collection of 
books began a t  once. I t  was not, however, until 
1830 that it was possible to open the reading room 
and hbrary in the building which had been built 
four years before. Since that time the collection 
has grown steadily and four months ago 105,000 
volumes and 30,000 pamphlets, as well as  photo- 
graphs, maps, charts, origmal drawings and his- 
toric prints, were transferred to  the new library 
quarters in the Benjamin Franklin Memorial. 

All phases of applied science and the useful arts, 
except medicine, are represented in this century- 
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old institution. The department of electricity, periodicals and society publ~cations are available 
chemistry and physics are especially strong, and for reference The reports of the patent offices of 
there are special collections on sugar, windmills, many countries a r c  also accessible, the whole ap- 
naval architecture and shipbuilding. Complete pealing especially t o  engineers, chemists, patent 
files of many of the scientific and engineering attorneys a i ~ d  others in the learned professions. 

I I 

COMMERCIAL, I N D U S T R I A L  AND SOCIAL LIBRARIES 
By CHARLOTTE NOYES TAYLOR, Librarian, Expermental Station, E. I duPont de Kemours 

and Company, Wilmington, Delaware 

Franklin's saying "read much -but not many 
books" may be good advice for philosophers who 
have more time for meditation but not for special 
hbrarians who must act quickly, and that  wise 
old man would be astonished a t  the amount of 
printed matter in the libraries existing here a t  
this time. 

The needs of students and teachers are well 
cared for by the collections at the various educa- 
tional institutions in the city, and in the outlying 
districts by the libraries of Swarthmore, Haver- 
ford, Bryn Mawr and Villanova. One library for 
Gtudents, however, in Philadelphia, which should 
have particular mention in this section is the 
LIPPINCOTT LIBRARY of the Wharton 
School of Finance and Commerce of the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania, because of i ts  broad 
range of commercial subjects which ~nclude ac- 
counting, commerce, economics, finance (money, 
banking and credit), geography, industries, 
insurance, law, statistics and others. A Methodol- 
ogy Collection has been worked up also as a dis- 
tinctive feature for research, and, in this group, 
sources are stressed such as indexes, directories of 
all kinds, and general reference publications. 
Economic planning and New Deal literature has 
been developed strongly within the past few 
months. While designed primarily for the use of 
the faculty and students, the Library renders a 
great deal of outside service t o  business men in 
the city, and daily answers many interesting and 
varied questions. Dorothy Bemis, Librarian, re- 
ports also that the alumni are using the Library 
increasingly, indicating that they realize the need 
for such facilities, and that the value is further 
evidenced by the effort of some of them to  insti- 
tute the organization of libraries in their own 
businesses. 

For those who wish to investigate problems of 
city management, there is a library a t  the BU- 
REAU OF MUNICIPAL RESEARCH, which 
comprises in its assets a very complete collection 
of informational material from governmental re- 
search agencies and administration surveys; for 
public health workers there is a collection a t  the 
ofice of the PHILADELPHIA HEALTH 

COUNCIL AND TUBERCULOSIS COMMIT- 
TEE. Those who need other commerc~al informa- 
tion will find many publications on foreign trade, 
economlc geography, the history of manufac- 
tures and commercial statistics at the PHILA- 
DELPHIA COMMERCIAL MUSEUM. Addi- 
tional financial interests are represented by the 
libraries of the FEDERAL RESERVE BANK, 
GIRARD TRUST COMPANY, and F. P. RIS- 
T l N E  AND COMP.4NY, BROKERS. .a general 
collect~on on science and technology 1s available 
for consultation a t  the Wagner Free Instrtute 
of Science, and there are many company libraries 
devoted to the different branches of these 
subjects. 

The subject of Franklin's experiment with the 
key and string 1s well represented. The generation 
of electricity for power arid light is the specialty 
of the Philadelphia Electric Company which 
maintams an 'imposing card file of abstracts. 
Electrical technology and electrochemistry are 
among  he apecial interests of The Electric Stor- 
age Battery Company, along with lead, rubber, 
wood and other materials used in the manufac- 
ture of their batteries. The library of the United 
Gas Improvement Company, established to serve 
the gas industry, has grown with the company's 
interests to include electricity also; in fact the 
whole field of engineering is covered In its weekly 
bulletin of abstracts. Electric railways and power 
plants are important to the PHILADELPHIA 
RAPID TRANSIT COMPANY LIBRARY, 
which is  interested also in transportation means in 
general, including buses, cabs and aircraft. They 
publish a Daily News Bullelin which abstracts 
items of interest t o  the transportation industry 
from the leading United States newspapers. 

Other companies have found it to their advan- 
tage to maintain libraries. The leather and lubri- 
cation field is the distinctive feature of the E. F. 
HOUGHTON COMPANY, A classified collec- 
tion of material on accident prevention, fire pro- 
tection and prevention, and industrial welfare, is 
a valued poascssion of the INDEPENDENCE 
BUREAU. Thoae indispensable industrial aids - 
trade directories and blue books - are filed by 
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the R. I-. POLK COJIPt\SY. The SH-4RP 
A S D  DOI-IJIE LILlR.IR't', devoted to blo- 
chemical, biological and pharmaceutical subjects, 
has a file of more than 22,000 clippings. The .IT- 
LASTIC REFIXING COMPANY'S LIRRARS' 
handles the technical information of the Process 
Div~sion and has a subject index of literature 
references on petroleum refining. In other cities 
~n the vicinity of Philadelphla there are also uell- 
establlshed industrial libraries. In Calnden, Sew 
Jersey, the I7CTOR TALIiISG X X I - I I S E  
DII'ISIOS OF THE R. C ;\ has a collection of 
literature on sound, especially the musical vari- 
ety, and on n~uslcal celebrities. In Kllrnington, 
Delaaare, the DLPOST COlIPASY and the 
I-IERCULES POiVDER COIIPASY have sev- 
eral aell-equipped libraries to serve them varied 
interests, coveilng both business subjects and 
pure and applied sclence with especial emphasis 
on chemistry 

The neaspaper group is well represented in 

Philadelphia. The PUBLIC LEDGER'S Library 
wris built up by the late Joseph Iiwapd into a 
treasure house of information and model of 
methodtc;il arrangement. The collecttons of the 
PI-IILADELPHIA INQUIRER and the E\'E- 
S I S G  BULLETIX do not suffer by comparison. 
In addition to  serving their editorial staffs and 
art departments, they answer many questions for 
harassed librarians seeking information too recent 
to have reached even the magazine artlcle stage. 

-4 complete mention of all of the Ilbraries would 
sound like a catalog, and a number of  he ones 
given deserve a separate article. IIon ever, as  an 
industrial clty, Philadelphla has many more possi- 
bilities for the future development of special 
libraries both technical and commerc~al, and the 
Council is alive to the necessity of educating the 
heads of other buslnesj organmtions to  a realiza- 
tion of the service that can be rendered by the 
establishment of their own libraries a i th  persons 
alert to  their needs. 

I11 

PROFESSIONAL LIBRARIES 
By AD-4 STOR31 CAPiVELL, Librarian, PhiIadelphia College of Pharmacy and Sclence 

Thc professions themselves, perhaps, are re- 
sponslble for the fact that their libraries have 
been largely taken for granted. In many of the 
libraries, those connected uith the 
medical schools, the service does not extend be- 
yond that given to the student bodies, associa- 
tion and staR members. Such a lmited field 
makes "advertising" unnecessary. 

In using the term "professional," reference is 
made especially to medicine, pharmacy, and its 
related sciences, and law. Philadelphia is unusu- 
ally fortunate in its hbraries of t h ~ s  type. From the 
University of Pennsylvania to Temple University, 
representing the oldest and the newest in terms 
of years, the medical colleges of Philadelphia all 
have splendid libraries. 

Hr\kISEM-ISS MEDIC;\L COLLEGE Li- 
brary started in 1867 with a few hundred books, 
butnow has26,OOOvolumes They areused by mem- 
bcrs, students and faculty, but are not for general 
circulation Hahnemann is very justly proud of a 
fine Paracelsus Library. It 1s the best and largest 
in Amerlca and one of the largest in the world. 

The JEFFEKSOS MEDICAL COLLEGE 
LIBRs\KY has had a rapid growth. Beginning in 
1898 w~th  current material, the collection now 
numbers over 29,000 volumes. Students, staff 
members, and faculty have access to the books 
and they have an exchange system with the 
3ledical .-lssociation. 

A new medical library to be watched with in- 
terest is that of the County hledical Society, 
which has just been catalogued and can already 
boast of 3,000 books and 5,000 journals. 

These I~brar~es ,  all doing a splendid work 
within their own circles, are not for the use of the 
general public. It IS, therefore, with much in- 
terest that ure come to the COLLEGE OF 
PI-IYSICIASS. The College was modeled upon 
the lines of the Royal College of Physicians of 
Lo~idon. Its purpose IS to advance the Sclence of 
Medicine I t  has never been a teaching institu- 
tlon in the ordinary sense of the term. The Li- 
brary was established In 1788 and has grown in 
size and importance until now it has a proniinent 
position among the great medical libraries of the 
world. It contams approximately 170,000 vol- 
umes with more than 200 medical incunabula 
IVhen mountlng the grand stairway, one is Im- 
pressed, even before enterlng the library itself, 
with a fine sense of dignlty \\'ith the members of 
the staff one feels the splrit of cooperation and 
helpfulness. This is extended not only to  members 
and friends of the College but to visitors as well, 
for the Library is free and open to anyone inter- 
ested or in need of the material on its shelves. 

A library of a sllghtly diflerent type but closely 
related to the medical library is the one devoted 
to the pharmaceutical needs. Here the service is 
extremely varied because of the many allied sci- 



April, 1934 S P E C I A L  L I B R A R I E S  85 

ences \Ye find pharmacy, chemistry, medicine, 
biology, pharmacognosy, and numerous others all 
Interwoven and overlapping. 

The PIIILADELPI4IX COLLEGE OF 
PHARMACY X S D  SCIENCE possesses one 
of the largest and most complete collect~ons of 
books on pharmacy and related sciences in the 
country. Founded in 1821 with a mere handful of 
books, it now contains betwcen 15,000 and 20,000 
volumes Small in number when comparing years 
of growth with other professions, but large when 
comparing pharmaceutical l~braries It is also 
free to the public. \.lsltors are not only welcomed 
but encouraged to come and make use of the 
books. There is an effort made to inculcate in the 
minds of the student body a spirit of helpfulness, 

and this is extended to all NI IO deslre to come to 
the College L~brary for assistance in any of the 
branches that come within the field of the phar- 
maceutical Ilbrary. 

A professional library should be active and 
alive, a real haven for the man in search of ~nfor- 
mation. Someone has said, "To the layman in 
search of knowledge there is something very fasci- 
nating about a library." That could have been 
meant for the professional library, for to those 
of us urho serve there. it is the most fascinating 
of all. \Ye urould like to emblazon above our door: 
Enter, here are your friends; all that we have we 
freely give. Drink deeply of our Fountain of 
Knowledge and go hence, refreshed and strength- 
ened for your brief ramble in the World of Books. 

I V 
LIBRARIES O F  THE FINE ARTS 

Ry DEBORAH MORRIS, Librarian, School of Fine Arts, Unwersity of Pennsylvania 

A statement is asked as to what our libraries in 
the field of line arts have done. The best one can 
do honestly is to nrlte about those things we have 
wished and tried to do. Certainly it would not be 
honest to claim for this group any credit for the 
classification bibliography which is being brought 
forward by one member. Nor can Philadelph~a 
claim any share in the remarkable achievements 
of the S. L. A. Museum Group. 

For some years past, one library has been at- 
tempting  hat, compared with larger projects 
now under consideration, seems somewhat like an 
amateurish union catalog. Scattered through 
its own book catalog are cards for books not con- 
tained in its collection, but which can be found in 
the collection of various other libraries in the 
Philadelphia area. Each of these supplementary 
cards shows, above the call number, the name of 
the library to which that call number applies. 

The same library, many years before the life- 
saving "Art Index" came into being, had, in card 
form, its own art index. This old index, which is 
still thumbed as much as the new one, lists illus- 
trations (articles are included in the book catalog) 

under geographicat location: architect, pamter, 
sculptor, and subject heading such as theatre; 
fountain; garden; mural decoration; etc. Each 
card contains six references for the same building, 
painting, etc.; giving for each reference the book, 
volume, and page, with a brief description of the 
illustrations. 

With sufficient staff or funds these two puny 
offerings could have been counted as noble con- 
tributions instead of feeble attempts. A6 it is, in- 
complete though they are - their incessant use 
proves their worth. 

Another art  library is now, with the aid of 
C. W. A. workers, compiling a list of the art 
books contained in other local libraries with 
which to supplement its book catalog. 

There is in the Philadelphia area a vast amount 
of library material on the fine arts, and probably 
the Union Catalog now being planned for this 
area will reveal to each library some local treasure 
of which it is now unaware - but there ex~sts 
among these libraries at  present, a fair knowledge 
of each other's collections, and a free interchange 
of courtesies. 

RELIGIOUS LIBRARIES 
By DR. FRANK GRANT LEU'IS, Librarian, Crozer Theological Seminan., Ducknell Libmr: 

The religious libraries of the Philadelphia area, 
particularly those identified with the Special 
Libraries Council, have been concerned, both in 
general administration and in personnel, with the 
largest library service at  all practicable, both in 
the usual methods of responding to the wishes of 
readers interested In the  field of religion and in the 
organized forms of library activities for which 

Philadelphia libraries have undertaken a rela- 
tively large part. 

Such cooperation Has shorn, for example, in 
the preparation of the volume entitled a List ol 
Serials in the Principal Libraries of Philadelphia 
and Its Vicinity, and its Supplement, which were 
published in 1908 and in 1910. From the begin- 
ning of the pioneer work on the part of the Special 
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Libraries Council of Philadelphia and V~cinlty in 
preparing a Unlon card catalog of holdings of the 
libraries of Philadelph~a and thc surrounding area 
and in the Issue of ~ t s  Directory in 1923 and 1926 
alth supplements later, the rel~gious l~braries of 
the entire community cooperated on the same 
basis and wth thc same Interest exhibited by 
libraries of other types. When the plans Here be- 
ing formed for the Union List of Serials in the 
Libraries of the Unlted States and Canada, two 
libraries, namely, that of the AMERICAN 
BAPTIST HISTORICAL SOCIETY and that 
of CROZER THEOLOGICAL SEbIINAKY, 
entered mto t h ~ s  ambitious project and have con- 

tinued to share in the work of maintaining this -1- 

dispensal~le tool for service in the entire field. At 
the present time, as the Union Library Catalog of 
the hletropolitan Area of Philadelphia is being 
organized as an outgrowth of the movement 
begun ill 1931 under the leadership particularly of 
the University of Pennsylvania Library, to secure 
eventually a card catalog which will show each 
titlc in all of the libraries of this entire district 
with the locat~on of each title, the religious li- 
brarics, in common with those in other fields of 
life and thought, were identified with the begin- 
ning of this movement and are undertaking to 
carry their part of this large respons~b~lity. 

DEPARTMENTAL COLLECTIONS 

The specla1 libraries contained in the collections of t he  FREE LIBRARY OF PHIL.ADELPHI.4 
and the LlURARY OF THE UKIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA are anlong the much used re- 
sources, and the following dormation is furn~shed by Franklin H Price, Acting Librarian of the 
former, and C. S. Thompson, Librarian of the latter: 

THE FREE LIBRARY OF PHILADELPHIA 
"Collections numbering more than a milhon 

Items arc at all tmes available to the special 
libraries of Phlladelphia and v~cin~ty.  Of these 
lnore than 100,000 volumes are available for 
home use, of which 26,004 are on open shelves 
where they may be freely consulted. 

"..\mong the outstanding spec~al collections 
may be ment~oned, The Hampton L. Carson col- 
lections, illustrative of the Growth of the Com- 
mon Law; The John Ashhurst collection of Title 
Pages and Prmter's Marks, The Edwln A. 
Fle~sher Music Collection; The Rawle Law 
Library of Philadelphia; The John Frederick 
Lewis Collection of Portraits, and a collect~on of 
more than 600,000 public documents, including 
all documents distributed to public libraries by 
the United States Government, all available 
documents issued by cities, and a select~on of 
documents issued by foreign countries and prov- 
mces as well as a complete set of the publications 
of the League of Nations. 

"Some other collections are art, architecture, 
archeology, biography, chess, Confederate im- 
prints, costume, engraving and printing, fine 
arts, illustrations, Italian books, Judaica and 
Hebraica; maps, atlases and guide boob,  pam- 
phlets (100,000 arranged by subject) and pictures 
(25,000 arranged by subject). 

"There is a special Music Department, con- 
taining music, biographies, opera scores, librettos, 
miniature scores, etc., together with more than 
15,000 Victor records on the appreciation .of 
music and sound proof piano and victrola rooms. 

"The Newspaper Department contains 53 
newspapers published in Phlladelphia, 100 of the 
pr~nc~pal  newspapers of the United States and 
3,400 bound volumes of Philadelphia newspapers. 

"The Reference Department, in addlt~on to 
the usual reference works, has d~rectories of 422 
of the prmcipal American cities together with 
current telephone books of cities of the United 
States w ~ t h  over 100,000 population. 

"The Library has a depository Catalog con- 
sisting of an alphabetical author list of the books 
in the  Library of Congress. 

" Photostats of the material are available from 
the equ~pment lo the Library building." 

UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA 
LIBRARY 

"The  Library of the University, which ranks 
ninth in size among American university libraries, 
contams in all, approximately 775,000 volumes, 
exclusive of about 90,000 in the Biddle Law 
Library. All of these are available in the central 
library building, with the exception of the Penni- 
man Library of the School of Education, the 
Lippincott Library of the Wharton School, and 
several department libraries. 

"The general Library is notable not only by 
reason of size but for many special collections 
for advanced work. Especially noteworthy among 
these are the Henry Charles Lea Library of Medi- 
eval History, and the Horace Howard Furness 
Memorial Library of Shakeapeareana, both of 
which provide exceptional opportunity for ad- 
vanced research in these fields, supplementing the 
resources of the main library. Among other collec- 
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tions which'have given the University h~gh  rank 
are the Francs C hlacauley Collect~on of Dante, 
-Petrarch,and Tasso, and the Rennert Collect~on 
of early American drama and early American 
fictron have few equals elsewhere. Mention should 
be made also of the Curtis Collection of Franklin 
Impruits, which is one of the most complete col- 
lections of books printed by Benjamin Fmnklin. 
For historical research the Library is rich in its 
collections of American and English govern- 
mental publications, and the chief collections of 
official source material of England, France and 
Germany. 

"The Library is exceptionally well equipped 
for bibliographical research In its collection of 
trade bibliographies covering the publicat~ons of 
practically all countries, and the printed cata- 
logues of the British Museum and the most im- 
portant French and German libraries There is 
also a collection almost unrivaled in this country 
of the printed catalogues of manuscripts in the 
principal English and continental libraries 

"The L~bra ry  is accessible to everyone for 
reference purposes. The privdege of borrowing is 
extended to all who are connected in some way 
nvith the  University " 

LIBRARY TRAINING FA CILITIES 
"In preparing this section, the question natu- 

rally arises," says Mrs. Anne W. Howland, direc- 
tor of DREXEL LIBRARY SCHOOL, "how 
successful are library schools in training for spe- 
cial library work? The question may be best an- 
swered perhaps, by stating the objectives of a 
basic one year course in librarianship, such a s  that  
offered by Drexel. 

"First, t o  give the students a knowledge of the 
fundamentals in library service, which are appli- 
cable to all types of library work, and thus t o  
lay the foundation for special~zation through fur- 
ther study. Second, to enable students to choose 
the type of work best suited t o  their ab~lities, by 
giving them a survey and introductory knowledge 
of the various fields of library service. 

"The curriculum offered in this basic one year 
course is the result of study and experimentation 
to meet changing conditions in library work and 
t o  fulfil the standards established by the Ameri- 
can Library Association Board of Education for 
Librarianship. 

"The best test of how well the curriculum is 
able to meet modern requirements in the field is 
the performance of ~ t s  graduates in actual service. 

The  Drexel Library School has at present a nurn- 
ber of its graduates holding successful pos i~~ons  
in special libraries, which would seem to indicate 
that a basic course in  librarianship offers a satis- 
factory foundation for specialized work. 

"A sampling of the alumni, engaged in such 
work, hold key positions in some of the following 
types of libraries: Army and Navy Libraries. 
Libraries of Public Documents, Educational Li- 
braries, Legislative and Municipal Libraries, 
Scientific Libraries, Medical Libraries, and Divin- 
ity School Libraries, a s  wgll as others." 
TEMPLE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 

SCHOOL, under the direction of Miss Bessie 
Graham, offers a three summers' training course 
in library work for the school I~brary, the chil- 
dren's library, the smaller library. The library 
course which covers cataloging, classification, ref- 
erence work, bibliography, book selection and 
library methods with practical laboratory work, 
strives t o  give also, though in a series of vacation 
periods, a knowledge of the fundamentals in li- 
brary service. Graduates from this school have 
eecured positions in medical, business, financial, 
religious, school, suburban and private libraries. 

To the Memory of Joseph F. Kwapil 

T RIBUTES to the memory of the late Joseph Francis Kwapil, for nearly twenty years librarian of 
the Public Ledger, were paid on the evening of February 3rd by  h ~ s  former friends and associates 

a t  a meeting of the Special Libraries Council of Philadelphia, held in the auditorium of the Franklin 
Institute, Twentieth Street and the Parkway. 

The program for the meeting was arranged by the Newspaper Group of the Special Libraries Coun- 
cil. Speakers told how Mr. Kwapil had made the Public Ledger library one of the model newspaper 
librariesin the country, and had been largely responsible for developing the old newspaper "morgues" 
frequently set off in some small musty room, into modern, efficient reference libraries. 

Lettera and telegrams received from all sections of the  country paid tribute to Mr. Kwapil's un- 
selfish interest in the development of other newspaper libraries, and  his helpmg of young librarians. 

"Mr. Kwapil was the only man in the library profession that I know who would tell any secret of 
the profession," Franklin G. Price, acting librarian of the  Free Libnry  of Philadelphia, said. "The 
Public Ledger library as developed by him is one of the greatest of newspaper libraries and has been 
a model lor thousands." 
































