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‘Important Books of the Year

A Symposium by Correspondence

An advertising agency librarian
writes

IF IT is of our most used books you
wish to know, I hope you will not
hold me too closely to 1935, but let me
use a fiscal year of rather indefinite
beginning. I'm asking this particularly
because Burton Stevenson's Home Book
of Quotations, published late in 1934 by
Dodd, Mead & Co., deserves the place of
honor. Qur older quotation books had
been worn to such raggedness and the
sinking feeling was increasing to such
acuteness whenever a request came for
‘‘an inspiring success quotation to key-
note the sales meeting!”’ The cultural
reference has its place, and probably
should have a larger one in business, but,
in spite of the title, industrial libraries
will appreciate Mr. Stevenson’s includ-
ing a splendid assortment from recent
business and public life, — recent enough
to include comments by the thirty-
second President. And what is more,
when these success quotations have been
worn threadbare there is a promise of a
new supply. Right now a new edition is
being started, — this one to incorporate
a section on advertising slogans with
origin, history, etc. The author has asked
for contributions from business firms
having slogans.

If this had been written a whole year
earlier Webster's New International
Dictionary, second edition, would have
been included. It was just that good to
find most of the post war vocabulary in

one alphabet. This year, however, The
Columbia Encyclopedia, by the Colum-
bia University Press, has done a remark-
able work collecting over 52,000 entries
between two covers. As must always be
the case in such a general collection of
very-ready-reference material, one is
never quite certain his particular ques-
tion will be answered therein. But the
chances are very good if it is a proper
name, for that is a prominent feature,
comprising three-quarters of the entries,
one reviewer estimates. We were particu-
larly glad to find pronunciation given.
To be sure, it seems not to have been
quite prepared for the Italo-Ethiopian
dispute, but again perhaps Addis Ababa
wasn't either.

We have never found anything so
satisfactory for the inquiring secretary
who wishes to keep her work up to par
as Sarah Augusta Taintor’'s The Secre-
tary’s Handbook. This year, with Kate
M. Monro as co-author, a completely
revised fourth edition has been published.
Queries on how to address officials and
dignitaries are ever recurring and here is
an unusually long list with approved
forms for any part of a communication.
Of course the usual chapters on writing
reports and manuscripts, points of gram-
mar, punctuation, etc. are very fully
treated.

Though it probably isn't the type of
book you had in mind, it doesn’t seem
fair not to include Fortune Magazine's
Five Year Index, 1930-1934. I believe
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we were thinking primarily of the won-
derful illustrations when we decided to
bind the magazine. But now, whenever
there is need of a comprehensive back-
ground for some company or product,
this index seldom fails to give a clue.
Industrial Arts Index did not include
Fortune until 1932. Which reminds me
that Readers' Guide has recently added
our most used magazine — that is from
a reference point of view — Time. Now
we shall not have to look in a second
place for the larger subjects, but I'm
sure we shall still rely heavily on Time's
own excellent quarterly index for all
those minute and often obscure refer-
ences to people and things which are
so useful to the publicity and copy
stafis.

Realizing this list has all the appear-
ance of belonging to a general reference
library, 1 will briefly mention some of
the ranking advertising texts. Bye and
large, Otto Kleppner's Advertising Pro-
cedure is a most satisfactory general
account of all phases of the subject. It
answers questions for the executive as
well as it furnishes a comprehensive
guide for students. All of this, of course,
has been true for the past ten years, but
I venture to include it because a revised
edition was published only little more
than a year ago after the first edition had
sold over 50,000 copies.

Possibly the extra enforced care in
planning budgets during recent years is
responsible for the renewed interest
apparent in advertising tests. L. E. Firth
has a book called Testing Advertisements
which makes the whole subject most
comprehensible, and more recently the
Bureau of Business Research of Harvard
University published a study entitled
Test of the Consumer Jury Method of
Ranking Advertisements. This is very
instructive in that the advertisements
and methods used are reproduced fully.
F. H. Young has long been a popular
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authority on layout and his recent work,
Modern Layout in Advertising, will
serve to enhance that reputation. An-
other guide to the subject, and very
practical and concise, is Eugene de
Lopatecki in his Advertising Layout and
Typography.

And then again, this could have been
written about the books th ld have
been most used had I known of their
existence. For instance, what do radio
libraries do for a check on popular songs?
I hope we may hear from a music library
—, again not too cultural in subject, since
that side seems to be fairly well covered.
— Mildred Treat, Campbell-Ewald Co.

A sclence museum librarian writes

As Helen Haines says, “To open the
great domain of science more fully to
public exploration and acceptance is an
inspiring enterprise. The advance of sci-
ence continues through the modern
world, but only as its aims are under-
stood and its results known can the
knowledge it releases be infused into
common living, Through the provision
and dissemination of the books that dif-
fuse this knowledge the library, more
vitally perhaps than any other agency,
participates in bringing the purpose of
science to unpredictable fulfillment.”

It has been an inspiration to partici-
pate in the selection of some 1,000 vol-
umes which have been acquired in the
Museum of Science and Industry Library,
Chicago during the first ten months of
1935. During this period two encyclo-
paedic sets have been completed — En-
cyclopaedia of the Social Sciences, 1930—
35 and Brockhaus, 1928-33, Some of the
recent handbooks and yearbooks which
have been used continually in the Library
are: Aircraft yearbook; Yearbook on
coal mine mechanization; American So-
ciety of Heating and Ventilating Engi-
neers, Guide; Bennett, H., Chemical
formulary, vol. 2; Machinerx's handbook



———————
Ry

December, 1935

for machine shop and drafting-room;
Magie, W, F., A source book in physics;
National Advisory Committee, Bibli-
ography of aeronautics, 1931; Roush,
G. A, ed., The mineral industry during
1934; U. S. Bureau of Mines, Statistical
appendix to minerals yearbook, 1934.

Numerous trade directories have aided
in the location of trade information. A
few outstanding titles are: Association of
British Chemical Manufacturers, British
chemicals and their manufacturers;
American Iron and Steel Institute, Di-
rectory of the iron and steel works of the
U. S. and Canada; American Society of
Mechanical Engineers, Mechanical cata-
leg, 1935-36; Keystone Coal buyers
manual; Paper and Pulp Mill Catalog;
Sweet's Catalog file; Thomas' Register.

In the field of science the list is un-
usually long. A few titles which have
been popular with our public are:—
Eddington, A. S., New pathways in
science; Gruenberg, B. C., Science and
the public mind; Huxley, J. S., Science
and social needs; Wolf, A., A history of
science, technology and philosophy in
the 16th and 17th centuries.

The literature on inventions has had
some real contributions to the subject,
such as: Gilfillan, S. C., The sociology of
invention, and Yates, R.IF., The artof in-
venting and what to invent.

Last but not least in any sense are the
following titles: Bradley, J. H., Auto-
biography of earth; Boyd, T. A., Re-
search the pathfinder of science and
industry; Hammond, j. H, Autobiog-
raphy; Lindbergh, A. M., North to the
Orient; Outhwaite, L., Unrolling the
map, the story of exploration; Leonard,
J. N., Taols of tomorrow, etc., etc.

These are only a few selected titles
which have been rather arbritarily se-
lected because they have been in con-
stant demand by our curatorial stafl and
the Nuseum public. -— fury B. Day,
Museum of Science and Industry.
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An industrial corporation’s librarian
writes

In writing about the newer books in
our Library, I am reminded of a question
I am so often asked by other librarians
(who know me well enough) when I go
afield to look up an out-of-the-way prob-
lem: “ Now please tell me what on earth
does that have to do with a storage
battery?"

The space here is not long enough, nor
am I asked to explain why we have found
a certain book useful to own, or why we
find others of only very occasional value.
This is not a publicity letter on our Com-
pany's product, so I shall only say then
that a storage battery gets behind the
scenes of many and varied activities of
modern life and there are more problems
under that rather uninteresting looking
black exterior than appears on that
surface.

A book dealing somewhat with a part
of the externals as well as the internals
which we have found of much interest, is
““The Science of Rubber’’ by K. Memm-
ler and translated from the German by
the research staff of the Firestone Tire
and Rubber Company. This was pub-
lished late in 1934. It has passed so closely
from one laboratory man to another that
I have had little chance to get acquainted
with it. However that fact in itself
speaks well for it, but one feature I do
know is that it has a voluminous and
excellent bibliography at the end of it,
compiled by Hilda Albaugh, librarian of
the Firestone Company, It is a fine piece
of work and a real contribution to rubber
literature research.

Qur spectrographic laboratory in their
work with metals delves into problems
which few of us can follow. For their
interest and problems we bought "“X-
Rays in Theory and Experiment” by
A. H. Compton with S. K. Allison. This
is the most outstanding book on the sub-
ject this vear and gives the latest theo-
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ries, according to what I am told. “A
Study of Crystal Structure and Its
Applications,”” by Wheeler P. Davey
(1934), is a scholarly work on crystal
forms and differs from Compton because
of its practical technique. Professor
Davey was formerly with the General
Electric Company and is now Research
Professor of Physics at State College,
Pa.

“ Properties and Structure of Matter,”
by Herman T. Briscoe, is a good text-
book for a person wishing to have a pic-
ture of the modern structure of matter.
It is more elementary than the others.
(The word ‘‘elementary’’ is not mine!)
“Colloid Chemistry,” by Arthur W,
Thomas (1934), Professor of Chemistry,
Columbia University, is another useful
and thorough textbook.

“Electron Tubes in Chemistry,” by
Keith T. Henny, is an interesting, up-to-
date book for electrical engineers working
with that problem. Elements of Elec-
tricity,” by Anthony Zeleny, was ob-
tained and is used on fundamental prob-
lems for review for those wishing it, and
for those others with intelligent curiosity
who are on the fringes of the deeper
technical questions.

Volume 2 of the ““Chemical Formu-
lary,” by H. Bennett, was published this
year as a companion to Volume 1 which
came out in 1934, Both of these are
handy for all sorts of odds and ends in
the work, as well as in personal hobbies.

“Industrial Maladies,” by Sir Thomas
Legge, is a thorough work on this sub-
ject. Though written from a British view-
point, he is a well known authority and
after all, all flesh (British or American)
is heir to the same ills!

Nineteen thirty-five brought another
volume — the 14th — to the monumen-
tal inorganic chemistry of Mellor's, and
another supplementary volume to
Thorpe's ** Dictionary of Applied Chem-
istry,” both of which are so well known
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to all librarians with chemical problems.
Without these sets it would be hard to
navigate.

“Diesel Engines,” by J. W. Anderson,
though recently purchased, promises to
be generally useful as a reference for the
fundamental principles of marine or land
diesels of many applications. Storage
batteries are used for starting purposes
so that it is necessary for our engineers to
know as much about the characteristics
of these engines as possible.

May I mention the 1935 Special Li-
braries Directory as a personal desk
companion which certainly deserves to
be counted in as one of the most useful
of the newer publications.

These cover the main interests, I
believe. Some of the annuals which are
common to most of us are probably more
widely used for general reference than
any of the above, but I shall leave those
to others for mention. — Gertrude W.
Moaxwell, The Eleciric Storage Baltery
Company.

A fine arts department librarian
writes

Here are the book notes — but do the
books have to be useful? One of the nicest
of this year's books just can’t go in that
category. It is William Blake's * Book of
Job” (Morgan library, $75). All the
drawings and engravings made for that
series have been collected and beautifully
reproduced, together with an interpreta-
tive explanation by Geoffrey Keynes.

One of the books I have found most
really useful is not an art book, strictly
speaking. It is the first volume (Aa-
Goetheana) of Lexikon des gesamten
buchwesens, edited by Karl Loffler and
Joachim Kirchner. As far as I have
found, it lives up to its title, having short
notices on all subjects connected with the
book arts, including technical terminol-
ogy, illuminated manuscripts, printers
and publishers, names and designers of
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type faces, famous libraries, and collec-
tors. There are many cross references,
sometimes even referring from the French
or English term to the German, where
the word is defined, with its equivalents
in other languages. Bibliographies at the
end of each article add to the dictionary’s
usefulness.

The ever present need for authorita-
tive surveys on special subjects is this
year filled by David Talbot Rice’s
Byzantine art and Roger Hinks' Car-
olingian art — painting and sculpture in
western Europe, A.D. 800-900. Both are
scholarly, readable, and stimulating ap-
proaches to the subjects, with well-
chosen illustrations, some of which are
published for the first time. The Byzan-
tine art is rendered more useful by an
historical table, several maps, and good
bibliographies. The sources of Carolingian
art are brought out in Mr. Hinks’ book
for the first time in a comprehensive and
entertaining manner.

Japanese scroll painting, by- Kenji
Toda, deals with a subject inadequately
treated in most books on Oriental art.
Mr. Toda’s knowledge of Oriental litera-
ture and life and his understanding of the
western viewpoint makes his interpreta-
tion of the scrolls particularly interest-
ing. It is a key to books and scrolls pub-
lished only in Japanese as it has lists of
titles, artists, temples, and much used
words in Japanese characters and their
transliteration. Relegation of some other
factual material to the appendix along
with the notes on technique would have
made the book more readable.

An interesting survey of art history,
Art in the Western world, by D. M.
Robb and J. J. Garrison, is not only a
good textbook (with a glossary and
chronological table) for students of col-
lege art history but also an entertaining
summary for the general reader. The
histories of architecture, sculpture, and
painting are treated separately, each pre-
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ceded by a chapter on principles and
technique.

One of the titles which has been pub-
lished over a period of years was com-
pleted this year, namely the publication
of Sir Arthur Evans, covering his thirty
years’ excavations in the palace of Minos
at Knossos. The last volume continues
the high standard set by the first, which
appeared in 1921.

Some of the most interesting material
of the year is to be found in periodicals
and serials, among them Dolphin and
Colophon. Colophon has changed its
format and is now more satisfactory
from a librarian's viewpoint as it has
continuous pagination throughout each
number. The book is designed by W. A.
Dwiggins whose work is described in
Dolphin.

If you don't want to run a private
press or bind a book after reading the
second number of Dolphin, at least you'll
begin collecting fine printing with re-
newed fervor. There is a useful article
**On recognizing type faces’ and a good
one on binding, as well as many others of
interest to librarians and collectors. —
Sarak Si. John, Depariment of Fine Arts,
University of Piitsburgh.

A librarian ‘‘off-the-record”

Since the Editor provides me with the
opportunity to mention the important
books in the life of one librarian, it is
amusing to realize that the year has
been one of quite intensive mental
training; an exception rather than the
rule. Although some novels have been
read, only * Lightship,”” by Archie Bev-
ins, stands out; a fine book in the opinion
of many besides reviewers.

Of books, not novels, the list is more
complete, Among those that have given
me a better grasp of current conditions,
Paul H. Douglass’ book on ‘' Controlling
Depressions” was hard work but more
successful than anything similar. “Tools
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of Tomorrow,” by J. M. Leonard, was a
revelation of exciting possibilities to a
non-technically minded reader. ““The
Great Wall Crumbles,” by Grover
Clark, was an engrossing picture of
China. After reading it, one wonders, to
paraphrase a familiar quotation, if Japan
should conquer China, would she gain
the whole land to lose her own soul?

“Is This America,” by John Gibbons,
was such an amusing, sympathetic pic-
ture of a part of America that it was a
particularly delightful vacation com-
panion. ‘Bermuda in Three Colors,” by
Carveth Wells, kept me layghing and
pining to go there. In an entirely different
line, ““The Doctor and the Public,” by
J. P. Warbusse, was fascinating with its
revelation of the ramifications of medi-
cine’s service to humanity, and the sane
and penetrating comments of the author.

Many books introduced me to people
that I wanted to know. ‘‘Men of Tur-
moil” helped to make contemporary
events clearer through its pictures of
leading personalities, by authors of
distinction. Other volumes that served
this purpose were ‘“‘Strange Street,” by
Beverly Baxter, with its vigorous and
entertaining picture of English politics
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as seen from the managing editor’s office
of a great paper, and ‘“Mpyself,”” by
John R. Commons, the vivid, valiant
story of one of the men who has been a
leader in the study of workmen's com-
pensation and labor legislation, and was
himself a person of warm human con-
tacts. Perhaps the most enthralling
biography was that of Thomas Mott
Osborne, R. W. Chamberlain’s ‘' There
Is No Truce.” David Lanson’s ' We Who
Are About to Die,” written in the death-
house of San Quentin, is a book that for
courageous and objective writing, I shall
not soon forget.

Of many other books that meant
much to me personally: “On Liberty
Today,” by C. E. Joad, because of its
brilliant penetrating analysis of current
political thought; *‘ New Minds for Old,”
by Esmé Winghield-Stratford, because of
its charming, sound and practical appli-
cation of psychology to normal living
conditions; and ‘““The Woman Asks
the Doctor,” by Emil Novak, for its
simple, straightforward discussion of
health problems. On a subject frequently
wrapped in flowery evasions, the author
deserves congratulations for his clear un-
sentimental style.~— Sue, Oulgoing Mail.

(To be continued)

What Books Shall We Buy?

NY library, regardless of size, finds
judicious book selection an ever-
present problem. The development of
many current lists, stressing different
phases has simplified the task to a great
extent. It is as well, however, for each
librarian to consider, in the light of her
particular problem, the manner in which
each tool assists in such selection.
Regardless of the library, a foundation
stone in an understanding of the philoso-
phy of book selection is Helen Haines'

“Living with Books."” This opens a whole
new world of possibilities in adequate
book service. Its study will give constant
stimulant and refreshment, and re-read-
ing or dipping into its pages will serve to
secure that necessary fresh point of view.
While it is intended primarily for public
library use, the theory is as suggestive
and the style as invigorating for special
librarians.

With Miss Haines' book at hand for
general guidance, what are the book bul-
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letins for current use? For general selec-
tion, three monthly lists are particularly
useful, Emma Bgldwin's Book Selec-
tion Service, The DBooklist, published
by the American Library Association,
and ‘‘Publications of Special Interest”
in SpecIAL LiBraries. While all of these
stress different aspects, in many cases, all
three would earn their way in any library.

The Booklist covers reasonably current
books giving full descriptive notes. The
selection is based upon votes by leading
public libraries. Titles are arranged by
class, The annotations are conservative,
and describe rather than evaluate. Emma
Baldwin's Book Selection Service consists
of recommendations of books she has ex-
amined before they are placed on sale.
Her bulletin lists titles to be published
within the coming month. It is primarily
intended to enable the small library to
buy with judgment and without waiting
for reviews. Miss Baldwin has had years
of experience in book selection and much
practice in skillful annotation. Her serv-
ice covers fiction and general non-fiction.
These two publications are particularly
helpful for special libraries with large
personnel circulation.

“Publications of Special Interest’ in
SPECIAL LIBRARIES gives brief, evaluat-
ing annotations for books in the varied
fields of special library interests. Fea-
tures of particular usefulness to libraries
are stressed. Economics, sociology, busi-
ness, and the arts are given primary
attention. Strictly technical books, fiction,
essays, poetry and drama are omitted.

Such are the selective, general, an-
notated book list bulletins available as
guides. Other lists appear in Publishers
Weekly, New York Times Book Review,
Books, and in other weeklies announc-
ing forthcoming publications. These are
frequently useful as checklists when the
element of library selection is not es-
sential.

Among the specialized book bulletins
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that serve different types of special
libraries, the new S. L. A. Technical Book
Review Index is the most comprehensive
and important. This bulletin, published
ten times a year — September to June,
covers around 300 titles a month. It
gives author, title, page, and price, and
includes extracts from reviews of the
books listed. The bulletin is arranged
alphabetically by author, and there is a
cumulative subject index which refers by
number to the various publications. This
cumulative index will be particularly
useful to those technical librarians who
wish to be certain of complete collec-
tions. While they may have noted eighty
percent of the titles included, the chance
to check the remaining twenty .percent
will be of particular value.

The Technical Book Review Bulletin,
published quarterly by the New York
Public Library, is a selective book list
covering some 350 titles in the year. Prices
are frequently noted, and quotations are
given from book reviews. The bulletin
is arranged by subject, and not indexed.

Book bulletins helpful in other fields
are not so elaborate. The quarterly In-
surance Book Review Bullelin, issued by
the Insurance Group of the Special
Libraries Association, gives annotated
lists of insurance books arranged by
broad general groups — fire insurance,
etc. Much pamphlet material is noted.
This Bulletin is a helpful, and construc-
tive activity on the part of the Group.

Municipal Reference Library Notes,
published monthly, is useful in the field .
of municipal administration and allied
topics. While only a few books are re-
viewed in each issue, the reviews are long
and specific, and are of decided value in
selecting such material.

Two book bulleting on business as a
whole are published by business depart-
ments of public libraries. The Bulletin of
the Business Information Bureau of the
Cleveland Public Library appears at
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irregular intervals. Instead of covering
new books per se, as a rule, each issue
gives an excellent bibliography on some
special topic, as for example, the four
page bibliography on ‘Durable Goods:
Sources of Information,” in the Sep-
tember 1935 issue. Brief annotations are
given for each entry.

Business Literature, compiled at the
Business Branch of the Newark Public
Library, and now in its seventh volume,
appears ten times a year from September
to June, and consists of annotated lists of
books or references to special subjects
particularly in demand at the Business
Branch. These lists are supplemented at
frequent intervals so that the series on
accounting or marketing, for example,
give a general view of the literature of the
subject.

Emma Baldwin's Book Selection Serv-
ice, Denville, N. J. $2.00 a year.
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Booklist, American Library Associa-
tion, 520 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago,
Hlinois. $2.50 a year.

Bulletin of Business Information Bu-
reau, Cleveland Public Library, Cleve-
land, Ohio. 50 cents a year.

Business Literaiure, Business Branch
of Newark Public Library, 34 Commerce
Street, Newark, N. ], $1.00 a year.

Municipal Reference Library Notes,
New York Municipal Reference Library,
Municipal Building, New York, N. Y.
$2.00 a year.

Publications of Special Interest, Spe-
CIAL LiBRARIES, 345 Hudson Street,
New York, N. Y. $5.00 a year.

Technical Book Review Bulletin, New
York Public Library, 5th and 42nd
Street, New York, N. Y. No price.

Technical Book Review Index, Special
Libraries Association, 345 Hudson Street,
New York, N. Y. $5.00 a year.

Notes on Bibliographies

OME varied bibliographies have recently
passed through Headquarters. The most
impressive in point of size and subject content
is the first supplement to the London Bibliog-
raphy of the Social Sciences. This subject cata-
log of the British Library of Political and
Economic Science at the London School of
Economics, the Goldsmiths' Library of Eco-
nomic Literature at the University of London,
the Libraries of the Royal Statistical Society
and the Royal Anthropological Institute, and
certain special collections at University Col-
lege, London, and elsewhere, lists their addi-
tions from June 1929 to May 31, 1931. No an-
notations are given, nor are prices, but the
volume is a comprehensive guide to sociological
literature. The list of subject headings is
interesting as an indication of English practice.
Economic movements, especially as they
relate to the government, have been among the
most fertile fields for bibliographical reference.
The Library of Congress has compiled a list of

some 200 references covering state income
taxes, arranged first by general references and
then by state. The New York State Employ-
ment Service has issued a selected bibliography
on unemployment insurance compiled by Hazel
Ohman, arranged under the headings General
Works, United States, and Foreign Countries.
The contribution of the Florida Emergency
Relief Administration is an impressive *Bib-
liography of Transient and Homeless” of 87
odd pages, giving annotations and prices. Be-
sides the list by topics, there is one by periodi-
cals covering references from approximately
1932 to 1934. A list of directories and bibliog-
raphies is also included, as well as an author
index. The great service in indexing legislative
measures given by the Federal Emergency
Relief Administration library is particularly
clear in the state series. The cumulated bulle-
tin is an impressive indication of the efforts
made. Other series cover federal measures and
summaries by states. Miss Carroll has done

















































