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Distribution Problems of University Presses
By Netta W. Wilson

Publicity Department, University of Minnesota Press

WAP" columns in the Sunday papers
are always worth glancing through
for the sake of the short, short stories
they suggest. Somebody wants to swapa
1921 Model T for a twin baby-buggy, ora
one-tube radio set for a pair of trained
fleas. Writers looking for tips might well
read the swap columns. So might econo-
mists who believe the public demandis
limited to certain staples and luxuries
commonly advertised. So might inven-
tors with an itch to create something
that, so far as they know, nobody ever
yet thought of wanting. Somewhere
somebody always wants the most un-
likely things, and is willing to pay for
them — often in real money instead of
old wind-up phonographs and hand-
churn washing machines.

Because this is true, the university
presses of this country have been born
and have lived to grow up. Any pub-
lisher will tell anyone in any other busi-
ness that his — the publisher's — busi-
ness is the most precarious in the world;
fluctuating costs, fickle public, and all
that sort of thing, But consider the'plight
of the university press! The commercial
publisher at least produces something
that somebody wants all the time and
that everybody wants some of the time.
The university presses, judging from
titles listed in their slim little catalogues,
are turning out books that few people
want at any time.

Yet a little more penetration into the

labyrinths of our business will show this
generalization to be as faulty as gen-
eralizations usually are. To begin with,
most university presses have at some
time or another come out into the sun-
shine with a best seller. Sometimes it
didn't sound in the least as if it were
going to he a best seller; often it was a
problem child that grew up to be a
credit to its parents and sponsors. And
no one was more surprised than those
same parents and sponsors, For the uni-
versity presses are not in business with
the idea of producing best sellers. Most
of them are not, properly speaking, “in
business” at all. For business implies
profit making. If a university press
makes a profit on one lucky book, that
little surplus is swallowed up at once in
the yawning deficit of some other book.

It is those deficit-making books, those
books that could never conceivably make
a profit, that are the distinctive prod-
ucts of university presses. It is in the
output of books that will sell, perhaps,
a few hundred copies only, that the uni-
versity press makes its most significant
contribution, And this brings us again to
our “swap’’ customers.

If you were a respectable citizen living
in a Middle Western city you probably
wouldn’t know that somebody on your
block wanted an elephant howdah and
was willing to give (a) a diamond ring or
(b) cash if he could get one in a hurry.
Likewise it might not occur to you that
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somewhere a prospective reader was
eagerly awaiting the appearance of “The
Vowel: Its Physiological Mechanisms as
Shown by X-Ray,” or "Martial and the
Epigram in Spain in the Sixteenth and
Seventeenth Centuries,” or ‘A Treatise
on Algebraic Plane Curves.” Those are
actual titles of bdoks published in the not
distant past by university presses. On a
university press you learn, after a while,
that if a man has something new to con-
tribute on any subject — from philoso-
phy to philately, from orthography to
the ornithorhynchus, from cautery to
Catullus — if he has obviously checked

- his sources carefully and handled his
material with scientific accuracy, then as
soon as his book is available the world,
that little world that is interested in his
subject, will make, not perhaps a path-
way to his door but at least a determined
effort to get hold of his book.

That is where the university presses
come into the picture. They publish, as
every librarian and every bibliophile
knows, books that no commercial pub-
lisher would undertake — not because
they are not good books, but because
there is likely to be loss rather than profit
in their publication and distribution,
The university press, sometimes with re-
search funds from its own institution,
sometimes with the help of private dona-
tions, usually with some contribution
from the author himself, publishes the
book. Now we have an equation with the
finished book on one side and the pro-
spective customer on theother. The prob-
lem is to bring them together —a
problem, in effect, of distribution. How
shall we make known to the man who
may be impatiently waiting, anywhere
from Leningrad to Trinidad, for our
freshly-issued treatise on “City Bosses
in the United States” or “Growth in
the Fetal Period,” that his long-desired
book is now ready?

This is still to some extent a problem,
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though the university presses have done
a good deal toward solving it. Part of the
solution consists of the Educational
Directory, a cobperative mailing list
maintained jointly by a number of
presses and operated from a central
office at the University of Chicago.

To a large extent, however, each press
must still solve its own distribution
problems. It must use judiciously its
small appropriation for advertising, it
must make the most of the goodwill that
has always been its lot from people who
understand its unique work. Always
bearing in mind that it must bring to-
gether the person interested in some par-
ticular aspect of a certain subject, and
the book on that phase of the subject,
the university press has found no like-
lier-looking customer than the special
library. It would be difficult — virtually
impossible — to find a book on any uni-
versity press list that would not be a
desirable accession for some special li-
brary. General libraries have always been
among our best and most appreciative
customers, but to special libraries our
work appeals even more pointedly. For
here is the ideal combination — an ex-
tremely specialized book, and a library
that wants almost nothing except ex-
tremely specialized books.

Both special librdries and university
presses are comparatively young. Both
are comparatively small. The young and
the small survive best when they com-
bine and develop through codperation,
With so much to be gained on both sides,
there is surely every reason why the
special libraries and the university
presses should draw much closer together.

We, the university presses, and vyou,
the special libraries, need permanent and
sincere cobperation with one another.
We have something that, from time to
time, you want; something that you can
get nowhere else and that we can sell
nowhere else. Let’s get together!
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Romance of a Picture—From the Photographer
to the Files
By Maurice Symonds

Librarian, New York Daily News

HEN a newspaper photographer is

sent out by the assignment editor to
obtain pictures on an important story, he
faces a task requiring intelligence, initia-
tive and sometimes courage of a high de-
gree, If it is of a train wreck, or a building
collapse or an automobile accident, he
must, first of all, arrive on the scene
quickly, either by plane, automobile, boat
or subway, to photograph the victims, or
what is left of the wreckage. He must be
prepared to overcome obstacles, some-
times interposed by the authorities.

Some assignments are easy, especially
those covered by prearrangements. It is
just a matter of having your object prop-
erly posed. But regardless of the type of
assignment in taking news pictures the
time factor is of vital importance. The
films or plates must be brought back to
the office expeditiously enough to make
the editions.

Wherever the photographer goes, he
usually carries with him his box of tools.
He must see that his camera, invariably
the speed graphic, is in order, and that
he has enough film, as well as several
bulbs. Flash powder is also included in
the photographer's equipment. It is used
only when taking a picture of a fire, or a
scene, which requires distance or range.

The use of film is also making heavy
inroads over the use of plates. Vast im-
provements have been made in their pro-
duction during the last ten years. The
speed of the emulsion placed on film has
been made faster and therefore many
photographers find that they can get
greater tone and better depth by employ-
ing film. Then again, from the librarian’s
viewpoint, consider the amount of space

saved in filing. An ordinary glass plate
measures in thickness one-eighth of an
inch, while the placing of five film nega-
tives together measures less than this.

Now, abandoning our digression, let us
focus our attention on our photographer
again. As soon as he returns to the office,
he goes into his dark rocomin the Studio to

develop his negatives. After all the nega-

tives are developed, the Studio Manager
makes a selection of the best ones, and
orders one or two prints knocked off of
each. When the photographer knows
what has been selected, and while they
are being printed, he writes his captions.
This done, the prints are sent over to the
Picture Editor.

The Picture Editor’s desk is situated in
the Art Department. He is, of course,
fully familiar with the news of the day.
He has already seen the assignment
schedule and knows what stories are be-
ing covered. When the prints are turned
over to him, he selects the best of them
to appear in the paper. Some are laid
aside for the front page; others for the in-
side center pages, and those dealing with
sports are usually placed on the back
page. Several are marked to go with mis-
cellaneous stories. Whatever the type of
picture, it is assigned the proper place-
ment in the paper. Unusual pictures are
put aside for the Rotogravure. In addi-
tion to pictures provided by the staff
photographers, some are purchased from
salesmen of the various syndicates, who
make their rounds of newspaper offices
each morning. Frequently many are ac-
quired from these outside sources. In
some cases, shots are bought from private
individuals who happen to have some-
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thing of news value. But before any pur-
chase is consummated, the library is con-
sulted in order to ascertain whether such
photographs may not be in the files.

The library file clerk’s first duty each
morning is to gather all the published
pictures from the Art Department.
Others, made from the extra negatives,
but which were not used, are also col-
lected from the Picture Editor. Several
pictures which have been retouched, and
of which cuts were made, but not used,
are also picked up in the Composing
Room. These are called holdovers, and
are sometimes published the following
day. Then, too, there are the unused As-
sociated Press wirephotos and originals
and also those of the Acme service which
the Picture Editor sends into the library.
Including those coming through the
mails, and the batches sent in by the
movie, drama and sports departments, it
is safe to say that the total of pictures
received by the library each day easily
reaches the 400 mark,

Now we come to the job of separating
the published and the unpublished prints.
This is essential to make possible the cap-
tioning of those that were published. If
among the daily collection are prints made
up for the Advance Rotogravure or Sun-
day sections, they are placed in a special
drawer so marked and held until date of
publication.

Starting with the last edition, captions

e
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underneath the printed pictures are
dated with a rubber stamp and cut from
the paper. Captions are then sorted in
this order: men, women, doubles, groups,
subjects and sports. The next step is to
sort the published pictures in the same
manner. These are then matched with the
proper captions cut from the paper. All
used prints must be accounted for.

Now the captions are pasted on the
back of each picture. The date thereon
tells when it was used, and the printed
word gives all the information.

Unused photographs must then be
gone over carefully. Many are saved for
the permanent file, while others, known
as third, fourth, and poor prints, are put
in a day by day folder, filed in a drawer,
and held for several months. Many extra
prints on personalities are saved, espe-
cially when they show a pose different
from the one which already has been used.

Pictures for the permanent file are
marked with a heavy blue pencil. The
marker, having considerable experience,
knows just where they should be stored.

Filing is the next step. First, group
picturesarecross-filed. The remaining ones
are sorted in an A-to-Z arrangement and
placed. So at last, the job of gathering,
sorting, captioning, dating, discarding
and filing of pictures has been completed.
And the newspaper photograph finds its
orderly repose in the files of the modern
metropolitan newspaper library.

Conference News
Montreal, June 16-19, 1936

ITH Mary Jane Henderson, In-

vestment Librarian, Sun Life As-
surance Company of Canada, as Con-
vention Chairman, the Montreal Special
Libraries Association has swung into ac-
tion and is preparing for the 1936 Con-
vention. Up to the present, the chairmen

of four important committees have been
appointed. They are as follows:

Committee on Local Arrangements — Mrs.
Percy Newman, Secretary of the Mc-
Gill University Library School.

Programme Commitiee — Miss M. E,
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Martin, Librarian, Royal Bank of
Canada.

Local .Advance Publicily Committee —
Mr. W. H. Hoyes, Bureau of Econom-
ics, Canadian National Railways.

Banguet Committee — Mrs. W. S. Cald-
well.

The Local Advance Publicity Com-
mittee for the convention feels that the
members should have every opportunity
of knowing before hand some of the
scenic and historical attractions of Mont-
real and the Province of Quebec. Believ-
ing the Old Chinese Legend, “One Pic-
ture is better than 1,000 words," it has,
through the codperation of the Canadian
National Railways Publicity Depart-
ment, made it possible for each of the
Chapters to have a showing of one or
more films of the locale of this year’s con-
vention and the surrounding territory.
This presents a splendid opportunity to
create interest,

During the past ten years, Montreal
has become increasingly popular as a
convention city. There are many reasons
for this, not the least of which is its ac-
cessibility. Situated as it is on an island
at the junction of the Ottawa and St.
Lawrence Rivers, the city is approach-
able from every direction and by every
means of transportation,

The convention visitor finds himself in
a city of sharp contrasts —a modern,
cosmopolitan city with an old world
charm of atmosphere, a great seaport
which is one thousand navigable miles
from the open sea, the metropolis of an
English-speaking country where the of-
ficial langnage is French, a city where
two dominant races of people live happily
side by side in friendship and harmony.

With Mount Royal rising in the back-
ground, and beautiful Lake St. Louise at
the side door, Montreal offers to its in-
habitants facilities for every form of
6
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recreation. The city itself is of great his-
torical interest, and there are many
places to visit in this connection — the
Chéteau de Ramezay, the Round Tow-
ers, and Marguerite Bourgeois Farm, to
mention but a few.

Each year a greater number of people
find it profitable to combine summer
holidays with a convention at Montreal,
because of the many opportunities for
side-trips. A great favorite is the voyage
up the Saguemay River which also in-
cludes a visit to Quebec City. Some find
it interesting to continue down the St.
Lawrence to Prince Edward Island, while
motorists seem unable to resist the
famous Gaspé tour, and even those with
only a few extra days at their disposal
may proceed to Cornwall and sail
through the Thousand Islands to Roches-
ter, N. Y. So that no matter how hur-
riedly or uninterestingly one may arrive,
there is no possible excuse for a drab re-
turn.

Preliminary Travel Notes

From most parts of the United States
and Canada there is a 30-day summer-
excursion rail fare, but it is not yet
known what the rates will be next June.
Approximate round-irip fares from a few
of the big centers are given below, to help
delegates in planning their attendance:

Boston. .. coooiivens siieiiniiaias $20.00
(If ten travel together on going trip,
this would be reduced to $13.38.)
New York City,.....covvvvneneianans 22.45
Philadelphia....... «.c.ociciiennnn 31,65
Washington . ....ovveveraiieeneinnss 35.50
Chicago. . ....covv vivviieiniiinnes 43.85
Detroit. o oovverieriereeseransre oo 29,10
QuebeC. . ..t ivniiie it 10.15
Toronto. .o.vevvvenen civnr crnaen 20,70

Reservations at the Mount Royal
Hotel should be made direct. Rates are
$3.50, $4.00 and $5.00 for single rooms,
and $5.00, $6.00, $7.00 and $8.00 for
double rooms with twin beds.
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Statistical Reference Work
By Linda H. Morley

Librarian, Industrial Relations Counselors

Part I1. Sources of Statistical Information

WHILE in general library reference Richmond Mayo-Smith,! devoting one

work one may turn first to such volume to economics and one to sociol-
publications as encyclopedias, yearbooks ogy, gives a history and appraisal of
and other compilations that give many statistics up to the date of publication
figures, most special librarians use these and under each division of the subject
only as a last resort because not only are treated, a “bibliographical note" in
they secondary sources but they seldom which the sources of old figures are
indicate the source of the figures given, described.
and most specialists, statisticians, re- John Koren’s *“History of Statistics’?
search workers and others using special 1s often of assistance when statistics of
libraries want to use primary sources foreign countries are needed. It tells
only. what government and other bodies have

" Among the most used published compiled statistical series and in what
sources of business statistics may be fields. From time to time the business
mentioned: periodicals, documents, serv- librarian wants to know at what intervals
ices, directories and publications of all and how far back the census has been
organizations carrying on research. For taken in a certain country and what in-
recent statistics, however, recourse must formation was collected. Koren is a use-
be had in many cases to primary sources, ful guide here because it is arranged by
that is, the organizations and individuals country. Its principal value for our own
who are collecting the data. These in- country is for the information given on
clude federal, state and local officials; state statistics,
associations; research and service organi- Of greater value for the United States
zations; research departments of educa- is'Schmeckebier’s “‘Statistical Work of
tional institutions, banks, insurance com- the National Government,” * which can
panies, publishers and other businesses, be used as a source book for statistics

compiled by the departments and bu-

Guides to Statistical Sources reaus at Washington.

There are so many publications that Now that the United States has taken
act as guides to statistical sources in Steps toward cobrdination of all govern-
different fields that it would not be possi- ment statistical activities by the estab-
ble to describe them here, nor would it lishmentof the Central Statistical Board,
be desirable, because each librarian is We may hope that in the not too distant
familiar with those in his own field. future a general index to current sta-
Occasionally, however, we need to obtain  tistical data issued by the several depart-
economic or social statistics covering a ments, etc., may be provided. (Although
long period of years or want to know this board was created by executive order
where current series of general business  !Pt. I. "Statistica of Sociology,” N. Y., Columbla Uni-

. s . veralty Press, 1910, 399 p, and Pt. II, *Statistica and Eco-
statistics are compiled. There are a few nomics” I, Y., Macmstian, 1899, 467 p.

aids of this character that may be worth 1N. Y., Macmillan, 1918, 773 p

.. . . . 1L. F. Schmeckebier, Baltimore, Johna Hopkins, 1925,
reviewingXThe “Science of Statistics" by sup l !
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to codrdinate statistical activities in
furtherance of the recovery program, it
is thought that it will be made permanent
by the present Congress.) They might
well follow the example of Great Britain
in its valuable® Guide to Current Statis-
tics of the United Kingdom," * which has
been published annually since 1922 and
indexes statistics published in all British
documents, by subject. A beginning in
the direction of supplying guides to the
federal statistics was made last year
when the Census Bureau published the
“Topical Index of Population Census
Reports 1900-1930."" *

Although most United States docu-
ments make an effort to give an explana-
tion of the statistics they present, it occa-
sionally happens that fuller information
is required as to methods of compilation
in order to know how to interpret or use
them. For instance, one may want to
know under what broader class of the
census a less important industry or occu-
pation is included. In such cases the
instruction manuals and classifications
prepared for use of census enumerators
and statisticians often provide the clue,
While these documents are not printed
for general distribution or sale, they may
often be obtained if the reason for the
request is made clear.

The only recent index to the mimeo-
graphed publications and releases of the
federal government in which much sta-
tistical data are first available, is * United
States Reference Publications, 1932 Sup-
plement,” ¢ prepared by Mr. Wilcox of
the John Crerar Library. This brings up
to date the S. L. A. list of government
mimeographed statements,” now out of
print. It is also useful as an index to other
documents containing statistics.

4Gt. Brit. Permanent Consultative Committee on
Official Statiatics, London, Stationery Office.

¥ Washington, D. C., 1934, 76 p.

 Boston, Faxon, 1932, 135 p.

T Descriptive Ilat for acquiring and discarding U. §
mimeographed periodical statements, S, L. Providence,
R. L., 1929, 78 p.
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Probably most librarians when in
search of current business statistics of a
general character turn first to such publi-
cations as the Survey of Current Business,?
Federal Reserve Bulletin,® The Annalist,'®
and similar publications. There are
many partial guides to current sources,
several of which have been issued by the
United States Department of Commerce
and there are, of course, the two S. L. A.
charts, Statistics on Commodities," pub-
lished several years ago, and Statistics of
Canadian Commodities,”* just off the
press. There is probably no better way of
keeping informed on current govern-
mental projects and surveys that will
vield statistics of value, than by a careful
reading of the annual reports of those
departments and bureaus whose activi-

ties are related to the special interests of

the organization, and to keep currently
in touch with progress through notes in
the Journal of the American Statistical
Association® and the YUnited States
News, ¥ although the latter has very
much decreased in value for this purpose
since it became a weekly. It is so often
true that figures are available in the
departments in Washington a year or
more before they appear in print that it is
essential to know about the govern-
ment's activities while they are in prog-
ress, and a record in the catalog or else-
where in the library is of great value in
reminding us of such projects when in-
formation is wanted. Of course, for indi-
vidual industries or activities the current
periodicals in each field report on activi-
ties of interest.

The compilers of bibliographies and
periodical indexes often lose the oppor-
tunity to make their work valuable to

* Washington, D. C,, U. S. Bureau of Foreign and Do-
mestic Commerce, Monthly, .

* Waslungton, D. C., Federal Reserve Board, Monthly

¥ New York, Weekly.

U New York, Special Libraries Asgoclation, 1931,

1 New York, Speclal Libraries Assoclation, 1935,

# New York, American Statistical Assoctation, Monthly.
# Washington, D. C., Weekly.

Y
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that large part of the world which seeks a
means of measuring and comparing the
activities and affairs of life today.'\'l ‘Pub-
lic Affairs Information Service”” and
“Industrial Arts Index” list separately
articles and publications having ex-
tensive quantitative data under the sub-
head “statistics.” Some bibliographies
group together references to statistics,
but all too frequently one must search
through general lists for significant titles
and then scan the articles themselves.
If, for economy’s sake, the additional
entry must be saved, both indexes and
bibliographies could at least designate
articles containing statistics by a note
after the entry under the general heading.

To a limited extent indexes and bib-
liographies also indicate statistical series
appearing as regular features of certain
periodicals. The extension of this practice
to cover many more such series would
make these publications more valuable
to business librarians and others. A very
welcome additional practice would be the
inclusion of a note after such entries to
indicate the periods covered, the units of
measure and the breakdown employed
in such statistical series.

There are a number of business libra-
ries which are interested in regional or
locality statistics. It is indeed surprising
to find how many libraries have a collec-
tion of material of this kind in a geo-
graphic or locality file. There is much
statistical data available in both state
and municipal documents, local bank
letters, journals of chambers of com-
merce and other regional associations,
the bulletins of the Federal Reserve dis-
trict banks and the bureaus of business
research at state and other universities.
State documents giving such information
are usually annual reports, but a good
many state departments collect statisti-
cal information that is of value to busi-
ness and publish it in monthly or weekly
bulletins in printed or mimeographed
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form. In the library that needs such local
figures frequently, it may be well worth
the time to prepare an analysis of the
data currently appearing in the state
bulletin and other publications giving
regional statistics. There have been a
few cases in which local organizations
have prepared charts or lists of the
sources of current economic statistics for
their territory. A good example of this
character was the table issued by the
Research Committee of the New England
Council * a year or so ago".*The Reference
Chart of City and Regional Business
Indicators,’® published by the United
States Bureau of Foreign and Domestic
Commerce indicates sources of some
twelve or fifteen items for over one hun-
dred cities and states and is reasonably
up to date.

It is more difficult to keep in touch
with the statistical activities of bureaus
of business research and other groups in
educational institutions. The Business
Research Council in ‘‘Economic and
Business Research in American Colleges
and Universities” 17 prepared a list of
the current publications which reported
statistical series. There has been a high
mortality in this type of publication and
many of the bulletins listed there are no
longer published. It is highly probable,
however, that the universities are still
collecting the figures in many cases
although money is not available for
publication.

Although there are many valuable
guides which have not been mentioned in
this brief survey of business statistical
sources, the group of reports prepared by
the President’s Research Committee On
Social Trends should not be overlooked.
They are a by-product of the well-known
report on ‘“‘Recent Social Trends’’, and
are issued in separate volumes under the

general editorship of Stuart A. Rice and
1 Boston, Maess,, 1931 (?), 16 p.
» Washington, D. C., 1933, S p.
17 New York, 1932, 84 p.



















































