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MUNICIPAL REFERENCE LIBRARIES.

The committee of the National Municipal
Teague, appointed in 1909, of which Mr,
Horace I8, T'lack is chairman, to repor{ upon
the subject of municipal reference libraries,
gave their report at the Buffualo conference,
After reviewing the subject m a general
way the committee cane to these conclu-
slens:

1. That municipal reference libraries
should be established 1n all large cities.

2, That as a general rule such libraries
should be under the conirol of the public
library.

3. That such librarics should Dbe localed
in the city hall where feasgible,

4. That the qualifications for Lhe head of

such a Tihrary should he a liheral educa-
tion, with special training in politieal
sclence, economics, municipal government,
and methods of oraanization and admianis-
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tration, and he should be seleeted for merit
alone,

5. That the head of the municipal refer-
ence library he selected by that method
whieh, in the particular city, will, under Lthe
local conditions there prevailing, tend most
completely to eliminate political considera-
tions, In some cities, the most satisfactory
results may be obtained by lodging the ap-
pointing power with ibe publle hbrarian or
library trustees, Tn other citles, conditions
may make it advisable to have appointment
made by a select, impartial and non-political
hoard.

6. That the municipal
be made the agency for
municipal documents,

7. The functions of the library should
not be resiricted 1o any particular phase of
work r=o long as that work relates only to
the collerting, collating, compiling and dis-
semuinating of datfa or information. It will
also be one of the funciions of the library
to aid in the drafting of ordinances. Of
course, the prinecipal work will be concein-
ing municipal questions, and special efforts
should be made (o secure such mmformation
for the city officials who are responsible [or
the administraiion of the city's affairs; bul
to he of the greatest value such a library
must undertake to furnish iniormation to
the public generally. Such a burean will
e used extensively Ly the press and this 18
one of the hest ways ol reaching the public,
Jocial, civiec and improvement associations
will also frequentily have occaslon to use
sueh a lbrary, and its value to a city can-
not casily he overestimated. I the hureaun
be under the control of the publle library,
1t would seem advisable to lssue a bulletin
containing interesting comments for news-
paper purposes and showing how the refer-
ence library can be of assistance {o officials
and Lo the public, as each matter of general
interest geis the cenler of the stage.

It would also be cxpected that the refer-
ence libraries tear up and [ile all helpful
things together—all the information pos-
sible on each particular subject—so that
when one wanls to know what has becn
said, lor example, about the health depart-
ment, police department, ele, it will not be
necessary to go over fifty or one hundred
volumes.

The head of the library should, by all
means, mauain a neutral attitude on all
questions; for i{he very moment he begins
to advoecate or OppoOse any measure or prop-
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osition, he will begin to make less effective
the work of his department. He musl not
make it possible for anyone to say that he
in collecting information hecause of any
personal bias of his own. FHlis only inter-
cst should be to secure the data and let the
facts speak for themselves.

In reaching these conclusions, we were
aware that conditions existed 1a some cities
where better results might be had by the
estakhishment of separate and digtinet bu-
reaus, but where this is done we cannot
urge too strongly that the departmen_t he
placed under the control of a non-political
board. T such libraries become subject to
political patronage, they are likely to be-
come not only useless, but really harmful
TIrless they can he inaugurated under con-
ditions which will keep them out of politics,
it would be better not to have them.

In presenting the above recommendatinag,
the committee realizes that such libraries
of themselves will not bring about an im-
mediate reform in cily government, nor will
efficiency in municipal administration follow
a5 a necessary result of their establishment.
But it is respectfully submitted that such
a hibrary would be a valuable instrument or
agency in the efforts to make our municipal
governments niore business-like and more
eflicient. The library will not of itself do
swav with the abuses which exist, but it
will furnish the means whereby such abuses
can be lessened, for it will be able to sup-
ply the data and the knowledge which are
cerential to all good government,

MUNICIPAL REFERENCE
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of Cualifornia Libraries, April, 1909, p.
534)

Chicago City Club. Proposed department of
Information and publicity. 5p. (Bulle-
tin, v. 2, No, 12, July 8, 1908.)

Briggs, W. B. Public library and the city
povernment; or what public libraries
should do for municipal departments and
officials, (In Labrary Journal, v 33, pp.
385-90, October, 1908.)

Darlew, G, Municipal reference section of
& public Hbrary. (In Public Libraries, v.
13, pp. 4-6, January, 1908,)
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cipal Journal and Bngineer, November 13,
1907.)

Munielpal reference library in Milwaukec.
(In Wisconsin Libravy Rulletin, v. 4, p 1§,
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CIVIC SECRETARIES' CONFERENCE.*

At the suggestion of Mr. Clinton Rogers
Woodrull, secretary of the National Muniei-
pal [.eague, a meeling of secretaries of
civic assoclations in America, was called to
be held in econnection with the Buffalo con-
ference on good cily government. As this
is the flrst time that the members of this
comparatively new profession have leen
called together, the mvitation sugpested an
informal discussion on threc points:

1. The purpose of local civic associations
How does it differ froin that of a business
organization, such as a chamber of com-
merc¢e, a charily organization society, the
city government? Should one civic orgauni-
zation seek Lo arouse {he inlerest of citi-
zens in all phases of community welfare,
or should there he a separale organization
for each of those matters which are of the
preatest importance, such as housing, gov-
ernment, clvie adornment, sanitation, ete?

2. 'The bhasis of membership in tocal elvie
associations, Should they be hraaches of
other organizations, such as a chamber of
commerce, and consequently draw their
memhership entirely from the latter, or
should they be independent? Should the
effort be made to sccure menmbers from all
classes of society.

3. The methods to be used by local civie
assoclations. Should these be simply cdu-
cational? Should the association as an as-
sociation take an active part in securing
the election of officials in sympathy with
ita views?

Twenty associalions were represented by
their secretavies at the meeting, and so evi-
dent was the value of the conference that a
permament organization was [ormed under
the title, “Civic Secretaries Committee of
the National Mumicipal League,” for the
purpose of “considering questions which
arise in coannection with the organization
and methods of work of civic agsociations.”
The officers elected were: Chairman, IElliot
H. Goodwin, New York; secretary, John
Thlder, 105 W. Twenty-second street, Ncw
York City; treasurer, Addison T.. Winship,
Boston City Club.

Fach member of the committee under-
takes, firsl, to put all {he olher mcmbhers
on his mailing list to rcceive the publiea-
tions issued by his organization; second, to
wake his office, 1f his organization 18 logal
in character, an information bureau regard-
ing all matters of civie interest 1n his clty;
1f national, reparding all matters falhng
within 1ts province.

*Proceedings RBuffalo Conlerence on Good City
Gosernment, 1800, p G186,

PUBLIC UTILITY REFERENCES.
G W. Lze
Franchises, Taxes, Regulatlon, Etec.
(Seec also Valuation,)

Street railway franchises. C, V. Weston,
Electric Railway Journal. (d.) October 14,
1910.

Ilements of a constructive franchise pol-
icy: the indeterminate franchise; disposi-
lion of earnings; amortization; division of
net profits, ete  Abs, D. F, Wilcox (National
Municipal League, November 15, 1910). En-
gineering News, December 8, 1910.

Public side of street railroading: state
should grant franchises. P. Calhoun, Street
Railway Bulletin, December, 1910

Indeterminate permit as a satisfactory
franchise. W. O., Morgan. Annals Ameri-
can Academy Dolitical and Social Science,
Jannary, 1911,

IFrauchise taxes in Massachusetts., Munici-
pal Journa! and Xngineer, Noveniber 30,
1910,

List of Massachusetts street railway com-
panfes, which have bheen assessed a fran-
chise tax this year, and amount., Street
Rallway Bulletin, November, 1910.

Accounting features of the Cleveland Rail-
way Company's franchise. H. J. Davies.
1Zlectric Railwey Journal, October 15, 1910

New [ranchise conditions in Paris: fran-
chise from the goverament; franchise from
the city., Electriec Railway Journal, October
1, 1910.

Taxes and licenses. Abs, G E. Tripp.
Electric Railway Journal, October 15, 1910.

Report on railroad taxes and plans for as-
certaining fair value of railroad property.
(National Association of Railway Commis-
sioners.) Railway and Engineering Review,
December 10, 1910,

Double taxation. some of its evils; injus-
tice of assessing stock of public service cor-
porations 1n two different States, C. Crook-
er. Public Service, Novemher, 1910.

‘“Wlectric Railway Transportation”: Jan-
nary, 1911, issue Annals Amerlean Academy
Political and Social Science devoted to this
subject. Part I, Traffic and financial prob-
lems TPart II, Public regulation of electrie
railways. Annals American Academy Polili-
cal and Social Science, January, 1911,

Fruits of public regulation in New York:
Inief resume showing extensive authority en-
joved by commissicners of New York,
powers and duties; utilities conlrolled; im-
provement of equipment; matters relating
to gas and electricity; uniform accounting;
rapid transit M. R. Maltbie. Annals Amer-
ican Academy IPPolitical and Social Science,
January, 1811,

State supervision of public utilities: legis-
lation providing for establishment of com-
mission in Indiana urged at Tndiana Elec

e
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tric Light convention. T. C. McReynolds.
Public Service, October 1, 1910. .
llow New York, Massachusetts and Wis-
consin regulate and control public utilities.
C. 8. Congwer, 1 Ohio Journal of Com-
merce. [lectric Traction Weekly, January
7, 1911, . .

State supervision of electrie railways in
iVisconsin. B. H. Meyer. Annals American
Academy Political and Social Science, Jan-
nary, 1911,

Valuation, Accounting, Ete.
(See also Franchises, ete,))

Appraising the value of railway proper-
ties, with special reference to the Michigan
valuation:; reasons for and methods em-
ployed; physical values and methods for
their determination; non-physical values and
methods for their determination. Abs H, E.
Riggs (Proceedings American Society Civil
Engineers, v. 36, . 1369, November, 1910.)
Engineering-Contracting, December 14, 1910,
Journal of Electricity, Power aand Gas, De-
cember 24, 1910,

Physical valuation and capitalization.
comparative statement, prepared by DBur-
ean ol Railway DIcomomics, presenls some
interesting and significant facts. Railway
World, February 3, 1911.

Physical valuations and capitalization of
rallways 1n five States. S, Thompsoa. Rail-
way World, December 16, 1910

Physical valuation and capitalization:
Prof, Dixon refutes Mr. Thorne’s contention
that 1ailways are over-capitalized; physical
value 1n States of Washington, South Da-
kota, Michigan, Mianesota and Wisconsia;
Texas considered casually. Railway Age-
Cazette, January 20, 1911,

Logical basis for electric raillway valua-
tion. coaclusion ot valuaktle paper read at
Civil Engineers Railroad Association, Jan-
nary 19, 1911; pbysical property valuation;
franchise valuation; capitalization; securi-
ties; operating expenditures; taxation; tar-
iff rates; government owaership high cost
of hwving: regulation Flectric Tractioa
Weekly, January 21, 1911, January 28, 1911;
Electrical Review, January 28, 1911; Eleec-
tric Raillway Jowrnal, January 21, 1911, En-
pineering News, February 2, 1911,

Valuation of intangible street railway
broperty* tangible property, intangible
poperty fromn the standpoint of costs; stand-
point of value; C‘hicago streel railway valua-
tion ot 1906; Cleveland sireet railway valu-
ations of 1908 and 1909; Detroit street rail-
way commission valuation of 1910. F. R.
Ford. Amnnals American Academy Politieal
and Social Science, Jannary, 1911.

Rates and valuation: discussion by rail-
road commissioners, M, R Malthie and J.
C. Lawrence and others. FElectric Railway
Journal, December 17, 1910,

Physieal appraisal in relation to account-

ancy, examination of some of the basic fal-
lacies regarding plant valuation. A. K.
Woodbury., Journal of Accountancy, Decem-
ber, 1910.

Valuation of public utilities: depreciation
and present value; deduction of formula
for expressing the latter; age and decreas-
ing efficiency considered. C. 8§ Burns. Mu-
nicipal Journal and Engineer, November 30,
1910.

Valuation of the Chicago Consolidated
Traction property. track; electric power dis-
tribution system; power plant equipment;
capital account value of property. Electric
Railway Journal, December 3, 1910.

Costs. methods of conducting the valua-
tion of the physical properties of the Chi-
cago Consolidated Traction Company, with
summaries of costs. P. ). Kealy. Engineer-
ing-Contracting, September 28, 1910.

Some principles established by the Wis-
consin commission: rate-making, valuation
and other mmportant pomnts. E. 8. Mack
(Wisconsin Electrical Association, January
18-19, 1911). Electrical World, January 26,
1911; Electrical Review, January 28, 1911;
Electric Railway Journal, January 28, 1911;
RElectric Traction Weekly, January 21, 1911.

May reserve fund to renew obsolete equip-
ment: new principle in connection with val-
uation of special franchises in New York;
recent decision, Electiic Traction Weekly,
December 3, 1910.

Some accounting features of the Cleve-
land Railway Company’s franchise: set of
corrected tables, submitted by H. J. Da-
vies, author of paper presented at Octoher
convention, A. 8. I, R, A. Electric Railway
Journal, December 17, 1910.

Cost accounting: objects 1n ascertaining
cost; classiflcation of costs; the accouating
cost system., J. R, Wildman., Journal of
Accountancy, November, 1910,

Uniform street railway accounts in New
Jersey: proposed system, Electric Railway
Journal, November 5, 1910.

Street Light and Power Costs, Rates, Gen-
eral Service and Comparisons.

Central station rate schedules for retail
customers. A. C, Einstein. Electrical
World, November 3, 1310.

Safe energy rate for small central sta-
tions. 8§ \W. Borden, Hlectrical World,
October 13, 1910.

Rates' scientific charging methods as ap-
plied to gas business Abs. H. L. Doherty,
And discussion. (National Commercial Gas
Association, Boston, Decemher 6-9, 1910.)
Progressive Age, January 10, 1911,

Special rates for speclal service: one of
the complications that beset the application
of dogmatic rational rate systems. DP. H.
Thomas., Electrical World, Deccmber 22,
1910.

One cent’s worth of electricity: what it




SPECIAL LIBRARIES 25

will do. Journal of Electricity, Power and
Gas, Qctober §, 1910.

Utihty cominissions and gas planis: re-
view of recent decisions in different States
where public service corporalions are regu-
lated. A. E. Forstall Public Service, Jan-
nary, 1911; American Gas Taght Journal,
Januavy 23, 1911,

Newhuryport (Mass.) rate case. Tlectri-
cal World, December 1, 1910; Idngineerng
Record, December 3, 1910.

Methods of charging for public service:
tactors thal enter into making eqmtable
rates for gas, electric and 'phone companies.
H. I. Doherty (National Commercial Gas
Association, December 6-13, 1910.) Pub-
lic Service, Janunary, 1911,

Rate and accounting questions at Tllinois
State Electrical Association convention.
Klectiical World, November 3, 1910.

A rate with an *“‘active-lamp” readiness-
to-serve charge: the Chippewa Valley Rail-
way, l.ight and Power Company. Electrical
World, December 28, 1910,

Reasonahleness of rates: \Wisconsin rul-
ings; citations from a number of the more
prominent decislons. B1Bngineering Record,
November 14, 1910,

Gas processes and rates: gas manufac-
tured from coal and [rom crude o1l; list of
gas rates in cities ol about 5,000 to 106,000
population, showing wvariations, DMunicipal
Engineering, January, 1911,

Gas power plant costs' iasiallation costs
of what 18 probably largest gas-driven sta-
tion in ihis country, supplying power for
elecimie rallway work; located on l.ake
Michigan. IPower, Necember 6, 1510,

Comparson of Lhe cost of oporating dif-
ferent clagses of buildings with central sta-
tion and 1solaied plant service. Absa. (. M.
Ripley (Blue Room BEnpgineering Society of
Grealer New York, Octolber 29, 1910). Emn-
gineermng-Contracting, December 7, 1910,

AMinor street hpghting at Bosion. elec-
tricity making progress against gas. Elec-
trical Review, September 24, 1910,

Gas and electricity for strect lighting:
comparicon ol coste and effects. Abstractls
irom “Slreet [aghting by Modern Electric
[Lamps,” H., T. I[lairsoa. Journal of (as
Lightinsa, December 6, 1910.

Street lighting by modera electric lamps
in Borough of St. Marylehone: incandescentl
gas lamps recently replaced by metul fila-
ment lamps; cost of conversion and ol
maimfaining electric lainps 18 set out  H.,
T. Harrison (Institute Itlectrieal Engiaeers,
November 24, 1910). Rlectrician, November
25, 1910, Deecember 2, 1010

Investigation of street hghting in Chi-
caro: sireet lightiig by gas lamps, gasoline
lomps; electric street hghting., TBlectrieal
World, Novemhe1 10, 1910,

New cra in electrical illumination: tung-
sten: Auer process of making tungsten fila-

ments; analysis of cost of operation of tung-
sten and carbon lamps. R. W. Hutchinson.
gg%‘nal Engineering Magnzine, December,

Tungsten street lighting in Boston. Elec-
trical World, Tanuary 19, 1911,

Daylight and dark-day charts al Milwau-
kee' prepared each month by Milwaukee
Tlectrie Railway and Light Company. Elec-
tmcal World, November 17, 1910,

Streect lighting tables for 1911, lectrical
Woild, December 15, 1910.

Candle power: requirements 1n preseat
contracis for supplying gas in New York
City. II. T. Owens. American Gas Laght
Journal, October 10, 16810,

Depreciation, Rates, Returns, Etc.

Puhlic service rates and depreciation: how
these accounts should be kept. Electrical
Review, January 14, 1911,

Depreciation and its relation to apprais-
als: calculatiag depreciation. IM. M, Towle.
f2loctrical World, Octoher 6, 1810.

Depreciation in water works operating and
accounting: kinds of depreciation; methods
ol computing; rates of Interest to be al-
lowed upon sinking fund depreciation ac-
counts, f.. Metealf, and discussion. (N, Io.
W W, September 22, 1510.) Journal of
National Engineering Water Works Asso-
clation, December, 1910, (Abstracts liagl-
nesring Record, December 24, 1910; Engi-
neering News, November 3, 1910; Engineer-
ing-Contracting, November 16, 1910.)

Depreciation methods of making compu-
tations for depreciation in public utility
plants. Criticism of [. Metcalt’'s paper in
Engincerng-Contracting, November 16, 1910.
Thgineering-Contracting, December 28, 1910,

Public service capitahzation. counsidera-
tion of ratio to gross carnings; two or three
rmost important iactors. I. R. Nash. Stone
& Webster Public Service Journal, October,
1610,

Rate of return: a 10 per cent. dividend
fair. T. N. McCarter (& E R. A, January
27, 1911), Electric Traction Weekly, Teb-
ruary 4, 1911; RBlectric Rallway .Tournal,
Pebruary 4, 1911.

Decreasing financial returns upon urban
rtreel railway properties, one important fac-
tor 18 due to rapid growth m use of frawis-
fer, silatisties of different cities. T. Conway,
Jr.  Annals American Academy Political and
Social Science, January, 1911

Annual reports: review of 1910 rcports;
chart showing relative increases in Lhe in-
come account from 1899 to 1910: sevealecen
roars, Raillway Age-Gazette, Deecember 30,
1910,

A sorious electric railway gituation: showa
by preliminary report Massachusetls Board
Railroad Commissioners for mine months,
ending June 30, 1910; only 35 out of 78 comn-
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panies filing reports have paid dividends.
Electrical Review, January 21, 1911,

Report of New Haven subsidiary proper-
ties. results of aperation of Connecticut
company and Rhode Island company for the
year ending June 30, 1910, Electric Railway
Journal, October 8, 1910, November 12, 1970.
Railroad and Street Railway Rates, Fares,

Transfers, Ete.

Shall railwav rates be raised? A brief
history of the actual finaneing of an impor-
tant railyay system, questions of capitali-
zution and efficiency presented. W, D.
Hines. Outlook, December 10, 1910,

Rates and rate-making, Electric Railway
Jonrnal, December 3§, 1910,

Adjustment of American sireet railway
rates to the expansion of city areas: an
analysis of street railway service in cities
of the United States for a period of years.
G. H. Davis (American Engineeriag Railway
Asgociation, January 2%, 1911). Blectric
Traction Weekly, February 4, 1911; Electric
Railway Journal, February 4, 1911.

Increased rates oa interurbans: editorial
on conditions in Middle West. Electric
Traction Weekly, December 3, 1910,

Insufliciency of present street railway
fares advertisement of Milwaukee Blectric
Railway and Light Company, Milwaukes,
}\élsl Electric Railway Journal, January 14,

11

Iive-cent car fare; is it equitable? Re-
view ol conditions m Grand Rapids shows
advancement made 1n modern transporta-
:tli‘;jll}‘. M. Foote. Public Service, November,

Transler laws and suggested changes,
Abs. L, 3. Hoffman (A. 8. and I, R, A., Qe-
Lober 10, 1910). Electric Railway Journal,
(d), October 13, 1910; Hlectric Traction
Weckly, October 15, 1910,

Abuse of ithe transier privilege; street car
companies lose thousands of fares annually
through dishonest pasgeagers; type of trans-
fers bemg lntroduced by Philadelphia Rapid
;1‘({1361sxt Company. Tublic Service, October,

Rooke system ol fare registering; its ad-
vantages. Electric Tracfion Weekly, De-
cembet 31, 1910

Use of metal tickets, Abs. G. L. Radchiffe.
Electric Railway Journal, (d), Oectober 14,

%ﬂ]lg Electric Traction Weekly, October 22,

Electric Rallway Problems in General; Mu-
nicipal Ownership, Etec.

The electric railway situation: demands
made by the pubhic and how they showld
bg met; public service companies and poli-
cies. D. N. McCarter. Electric Rallway
Journal, December 31, 1910. ’

Street railway rehabilitation in Chiecago:
report on progress, Calumet and South Chi-
cago; publicity of accounts; table of oper-
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ating statistics, ete. Electric Railway Jour-
nal, October 8, 1910.

B. J. Arnold on Chicago traction systems:
transformation effected in street railway
properties since early part ot 1907. Elec-
tric Traction Weekly, January 7, 1911,

Twelve years’ development of rapid tran-
sit in Boston: the extensions and additions
of the Boston Elevated Railway Company.
Engincering News, January 26, 1911

Boston electrification problem: abstracis
ot report of New York, New Haven and Hud-
son River Railway estimates, etc. Electric
Railway Journal, November 19, 1910.

Electrification of steam railway lines en-
tering Boston report of Joint Board oa
Metropolitan Improvements Engineering
Record, February 4, 1911; (Abstracts) Engl-
neering News, February 2, 1911; Blectric
Railway Journal, February 4, 1911.

Tramways in Great Britain: observations
on same. I. Description of Glasgow sys-
tem, success of which is due to peculiar lo-
cal conditions rather than to municipal own-
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