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MUNICIPAL REFERENCE L I B R A R I E S .  

The  committee of the  Nationnl Municipal 
Ttea.sue, appointed in 1 9 0 9 ,  of whicli MI.. 
I-Ioracc 15. Plack i b  cllairn~an, to  re l~or l  upcm 
the s~ibject  ol munici1)al refereace libraries, 
gave their report a t  the nnfPalo conferei~cc.. 
After reviewing thr: sub jwt  111 n general 
way the coininittee came to these corlclu. 
slo!ls: 

1. That  municipal reference libraries 
should be estnbhshecl 111 nll large clties. 

2. That  as  a general rulc snch l i b r ~ ~ r i e s  
should be 1111der tho control of the 1)nl)lic 
library. 

3. That such l ibr t~rics  slzoulcl bc locoted 
in tlic city hall where feasible. 

4. Thnt the c ~ u ~ l ~ l i r a l i o n s  for i he  head of 
such n llllrary ellonlcl be :I li11el':ll etlucn- 
tion, with spec~nl  t r a~n ing  ill politirnl 
science, economics, inunicillal povernmcnt, 
:111tl nlcthorls or or?nni:<;~tion mid i~clmiais- 

tr3ntlon, ant1 he shonld be sclcctcd for mcrlt 
alonc. 

5. Thnl the head of the mu~~ic ipnl  refrr- 
elwc library Ilc selected by tha t  method 
nrhic1~, in the g a r t ~ c u l : ~ r  city, will, under l h ~  
local conditions there prevailing, tend nlost 
completely t o  eliminnte political considera- 
Iiotis In some cities, the 111os.t satisfactor'J' 
rcsults may bc obtained by lodging thc nil- 
]minting Ilower with the pul~llc Ilbrnrit~u or 
11br:1ry Lru~tees. 111 other clties, conclitions 
inny nlalce i t  advisable to have appointineiiL 
made by n select, iinpnrlinl niirl non-golitic:~l 
11oxrtl. 

6. Tlml the municipal r c f e r~nce  lib~tr!' 
be made the  ngcucy for tllc cxchangc ol' 
mrmicipal clocume~~ls.  

7. The In~lct ions ol thc librnry shoulcl 
not bc ~~es t r i c t ed  l o  any p:irticular phase of 
work FO 101ig ns tha t  work reliltcs only to 
the collertin g, collating, compihng and dis- 
scmlnating of rliitn or  iul'onntltion, It will 
also be one of' thc f ~ ~ n c t i o n s  of the libri~~';\ '  
to aitl in the  dlnl'ting oC o~.diilm~ces. 01' 
course, the prj~lciptll worl( will bc COnCCIil- 
ing ml~nicipal quest , io~~s,  and s ~ ~ e c i n l  elforts 
shor~ld be made to secure s w h  ~nformation 
for the city oilicials who m e  responsible lor 
Ihe nrlministraiion of the cily's affairs; I J L I ~  
to 11e ot the grmtes t  value s11ch n librnry 
must undertnltc to 1'11rnisll inlormation to 
thc publlo genernlly. Such n burenu will 
I:c wet1 estensiuely by the ln'ebs nucl this IS 

one of the I ~ e s t  ways of reaching the public. 
Social, civic and iml~rove~rleut  nssocii~iiollfi 
will also f r e q ~ ~ c n l l y  have o r c ~ s i o ~ l  to us0 
such a lil)r:uy, and  its value Lo a city c;m- 
not casily I,e ovcrcstimntetl. I l  the hurenu 
hc nnrler t he  control nl' the publlc Ilbrary, 
~t wonlil sr-em ndvi~nl) le  to Issue ;I bulletin 
coniainlng interesting cnmiucnts for news- 
11:lpc1- purl~oacs and  showing how llle refer- 
cncr  lil)~.nry can be of nssistlulcc lo 0fIi~iiXls 
and Lo the public, a s  ench mnttcr or gcneral 
intcreut fieis the ce11Lc.r of the stage. 

It wol~lrl also be  cxj)ecletl thnt the refer- 
ence lilirnries tea r  up ancl file all helpful 
things together-all the inrormation 110s- 
s i l~ le  on each I ~ I  ticnlar sul)jcct-so tha t  
whcn one wliirs to know what ha#  been 
e:url, lor cxwul)le, about the het~l th depart- 
ment, police dcllnrtnle,nt, eic., i t  will no t  be 
necessary to  go o ~ e r  fifty 01' one 11u11dl'~il 
voluines. 

The  ht.11~1 ol t he  library should, by all 
means, mn111tail1 n nouL~'al eltitudc on all 
q11cstiolls; for the  ycry ~noment  he  bcgiiis 
to nflvocnt~ or oppose mly mcaswe or prop- 
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osition, he mill begin to malre less effective 
tile worlr of his department. He must not  
make it possible for anyone to say illat he  
ir: callectii~z informntlon because of any 
personal b ~ a s  of h ~ s  own. His only inter- 
r?t should be to secure the data and let the  
facts speak for themselves. 

In reaching thcse conclusions, we were 
aware that condltlons existed 111 some cities 
where better results might he had by the  
e s t a t l ~ t h m e ~ ~ t  of seaarate and d ~ s t m c t  bu- 
yeaus, but where this is done wc cannot 
urge too strongly that the department be 
placed under thc control of a non-politicnl 
b0ni.d. T f  ~ u c h  libraries become subjecl t o  
political patronage, they a r e  likely to be- 
come not only useless, but really harmful. 
1111le:s they can be inaugurated under con- 
ditions which will Beep them out of politics, 
it would be better not to have them. 

In presentmg the above recommenclntiona, 
the committee realizes that  such libraries 
of them~elves will not bring ?bout an im- 
Aed~nte reform in city gorofiment, nor  wlll 
efficiency in municipal adm~nistratlon follow 
2s a necessary result of their establishment. 
But it is respectfully subm~tted t ha t  such 
a library would be a valuable instr~lment  or  
agency in the efforts to make o w  nlunicipal 
governments nlore business-like and  more 
eflicient. The library will not of itself do 
rwpv wtli lhe abuses vrrhich exist, but it 
will furnish the means whereby such abuses 
can be lessened, for i t  w ~ l l  be able to  sup- 
ply the data and the knowledge which a r e  
c??ent:nl to a11 qood government. 

M U N I C I P A L  R E F E R E N C E  
B I B L I O G R A P H Y .  

Baltimore. T egislntive reference, degart- 
mcnt of. New clepartn~ent of legislalivc 
7-ference, l?altimore, remarks at  a round 
table, February 26, 1907, by Theodore 
hIsrburg and others 43p. 

Campbell, R. A. Legislative and municipal 
reference degwt~nent. ( In News Notes 
of Cl~lifcrnia Libraries, April, 1909, 1,. 
534 ) 

Chicago City Club. Proposed department of 
Informs tion and publicity. I (Bulle- 
tin. v. 2, No. 12, July 8, 1908.) 

Briggs, W. B. Pnbl~c hbrary and t h e  city 
Government: or what public libraries 
should do for mu~?~cipal departments and 
officials. (In Llllrary Journnl, v 33, pp. 
385-90, October, 1908.) 

Darlcw, G ,  Munic~pal reference section of 
a ~~ubl ic  library. (In Public Libraries, v. 
13, PP. 4-6, January, 1908.) 

Flack, H. E. Department of legislative ref- 
erence in Ealllmore. (In Municipal Engi- 
neering, Septel?ll:er, 1908 ) -- . Municipal reference Ilbraries. I r a  
National Conference on Good Clty Govern- 
ment, Pittsburg, 1900, p~ B O E - I G  ) 

---. Nunicipal reference bureaus. (In 
Municipal Journal and Engineer, January 
IS,  1911,) 

Hadley ,  Chalmers.  Municipal reference 
work. ( I n  Public Libraries, 8.  12, pp. 232- 
1, Jnne, 1907 ) 

L a p p ,  J. A. Municipal reference. (In 111- 
dinnapolis News, October 14, 1908, 1) 8.) 

M c C a r t h y ,  Charles. City library a s  a busi- 
ness investment. (In A. 1,. A. Bul l~ t in ,  
v. 2, pp. 190-6, September. 1908.) 

McGregor ,  F. H. Miunic~pal referenc bureau 
or Wisconsin. (In American City, Febra- 
a r s ,  1910, pp. 65-8.) 

M e r c h a n t s  Ass'n of N e w  Y o r k  City. List of' 
the business or conmercial, ciwc, board 
of trade, mnnicigal, legislative reference 
l i b r a~ i e s ;  and departments of public and 
other libraries devoted to these topics. 
June, 1909. 2p. 

M e y e r ,  E. C. Helping cities to help them- 
selves; how the state university, through 
i t s  extension division, is placing the prac- 
tica.1 assistance of experts a t  the disposal 
of Wisconsin cltles. (In I,afollette's, Sep- 
tember 26, 1909.) 

M o w r y ,  D. E. Municipal reference libraries 
(In City Hall, v. 10, No. 4, October, 1908.) -. Reference ltbrnries in cities-Baltl- 
more a s  a type. (In Public Libraries, v. 
12, pp. 278-9, December, 3907.) 
Tvlunlcipal legislat~ve reference work in 

Baltimore. (In Dial, hfay 7, 1907, 11. 277.) 
Munlcipal reference h r e a u .  (In Ameri- 

can hfuniciyalilies, April, 1907.) 
h1unicil)al reference librarlcs. (Tn RIuni- 

cipal Journal and Engineer, h'oveml~er 1::. 
1907.) 

RTunlcipal reference library in M~lwnukec. 
( I n  Wisconsin Librm'y nulletin, v. 4, 11 IS, 
January, 1908; and in Milwaukee Sentinel, 
December 14. 1907.1 

Newark's bureau of stntistical inlorma- 
tion. (In City Hall, Sel~tember, 190s.) 
Ranck, S. H. Municipal legislative refer- 

ence libraries; ahould they 11e establishecl 
and  maintained as  a part of the public 
library of a clty or a s  an independent cle- 
pnrtment or organization? (In T,ihrary 
Journal, v. 34, pp. 345-60, August, 3909 ) 

-. Public library a s  a pnrt of the mu- 
nicipal gorernment. (In Public T~~braries ,  
v. 12, pp. 386-7, December, 1907; and in 
Library Journal, v. 32, pp. 432-3,) 

Rex, Freder ick .  Rl~~niclpal library. ( In  Ed-  
ucational ni-Monthly, v. 4, pp. 288-8, Apr11, 
1910.) 

Robinson, L. N .  German stadtetag. (In An- 
nels of American Academy of Folitical 
~ n d  Social Science, v. 31, pp. 704-0, May, 
1808.3 

W h i t t r n ,  R.  H. Proposed library or munici- 
pal aflalrs and city departmer~t I~braries. 
(In T~ibrary .Journal, v. 33, gp.  224-6. Jnne. 
1908.) 
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CIVIC  SECRETARIES'  CONFERENCE.*  
At thr  sl~ggestion of Mr. Clinton Rogers 

TT'ooilruTf, serretnlsy of the Nstional Munici- 
Pal Ideasue, i l  meeting of secretaries of 
civic r~ssoclations in America, was called t o  
be held in connection with the  Buffalo con- 
h e n c e  on good city government. As this  
is the flret time that  the members of this  
comp,n':~t~vely ncw profession have been 
cnlled together, the ~nvi ta t ion  suggested an  
inforrnnl discussion on t l~ r ec  points: 

1. The purpose of local civic i~ssociatious 
I-low does it differ froin that  of a business 
organization, such a s  n ch:uinber of com- 
merce, a charily organimtion society, the  
city government? Should one civic organi- 
zation seek to nrolise the interest  of citi- 
zens in all phases of con~muni ty  welfare, 
or should there be a separate  organization 
for each of those matters  which a r e  of the  
areatest imllortnnce, such a s  housing, gov- 
~ r n m e n t ,  civic ndo~mnent ,  san i tn t~on ,  e tc?  

2. The basis of membership in local civic 
a s s o r i n t ~ o ~ w  S l ~ o ~ ~ l d  they bc l~rnnches  of 
other organizations, such a s  n chamber of 
commerce, and conseqnently draw their  
nlemhersliip entirely from the  latter,  o r  
sllonld they be ~ndepenclent 7 Should the  
effort be macle to s c c ~ r e  n~enthers  Prom all 
clnsscs of society. 

2. The methods to be used by  local civic 
nssociations. Shonld these be simply cdu- 
rational? Should the association a s  an as- 
socintion take a11 active part  i n  securing 
tbc  ~ l e r t i o n  or oflicials in syinl)il(l~y with 
its views? 

Twenty associalions were rel~reeented by 
their secretn~~ies u t  the nieet i i~g,  and so w i -  
(lent was the value of the conference that n 
permament orjianizat~on was Pornled under 
the title, "Clvlc Secretaries rommit tee  of 
the Knt~oual  RJ~micipal Leaglie," for the  
~)urpose of "considcrihg questions which 
wise in connection with the organization 
and methods of morli oC civic associations." 
The officers elected were: Chairman, Elliot 
H. Goodwill, New York; secretary,  .Tolni 
IlilAcr, 105 W. Twcnty-second street ,  Ncw 
York City; trensurer, Addison L. TVinshiy, 
R3sto11 City Club. 

Each nlember of the committee nnclcr- 
takes, firsl, to pa t  all the olher  mcmhei-s 
on his nlalli~lg list to receive the pnblica. 
t ~ o n s  issued by his orp,apizatlon; second, to  
make his ofllce, if his orgmizntion 1s local 
in character. an informnt~on b ~ ~ r e a u  regnrcl- 
inp, all matters oC civic interest 111 his city: 
iP national, regarding all mat te rs  falling 
within ~ t s  proriilce. - 

*procrrtliiig?; T(r~fT,lln C1111Ic~rc~nc~ on G o o d  City 
(:I,\ Pl~lllllclll, l ! l l l l ,  11 ,I 16. 

P U B L I C  U T I L I T Y  REFERENCES. 
1': TT. LEE 

Franchises, Taxes, Regulation, Etc. 
(See  also Valuation.) 

Street  railway franchises. C. V. Weston. 
Electric Railway Journal. (d.) October 14, 
191 0. 

Elements of a const~~uctive franchise pol- 
i c ~  : the indeterminate franchise; dispoei- 
lion of enrnlngs; amortization; division of 
net  ofits, its, e tc  Abs. D. F. Wilcox (National 
Municipal League, November 15, 1910). En- 
gineering News. December 8, 1910. 

Puhlic s ide of street railroading: s tate  
should grant franchises. P. Calhoun. Street 
Rnilway Bulletin, December, 1$10 

Indeterminate germit as a sati~factorg' 
franchise. Mr. 0.. Morgan. Annals Ameri- 
can Academy Political nntl Sociul Science, 
January, 1911, 

TQxuchise taxes in Massachusetts. Munici- 
pal Journal and Engineer, November 30, 
1910. -. 

List of Massachnsetts street railway com- 
~ lnn fe s ,  which have been assessed a fmn- 
cbise tax this  year, and amount. Street 
Railway Bulletin, November, 1910. 

Accounting features of the Cleveland Rall- 
wny Company's franchise. H. J. Davies. 
Electric Railway Journal, October 16, 1910 

New Crauchise conclitions in Paris: fran- 
chise from the  goverament; franchise from 
the cit.y. E l ec t r~c  Rxilway Journal, October 
1, 1910. 

Tares  and  licenses. Abs. G E. Tripp. 
Electric Railway Jo~u'nal, October 15, 1910. 

Report on raflroncl taxes and plans for as- 
certaining fair value of railroad property. 
I hTational Assoc ia t io~~ of Railway Commis- 
sioners.) Railway and Engineering Review, 
Deceinbe~ 10, 1910. 

Doul)le taxation. some of its evils; injus- 
tice of assessing stock of public service cor- 
porations ~n t~ o chfferent States. C. Crook- 
er. Public Service, November, 1910. 

"Electric liail'cvay Transportation": Jan- 
nary, 1911, issue Annals American tlcadenly 
Poli t~cal  and Socit~l Science devoted to  this 
subject. I%rt I. Traflic and financial prob. 
lems Par t  IT. Public regulation of electric 
railways. dllnals American Academy Pollti- 
cal and Social Science, January, 1911.  

Fruits of public regiilatioll in New Y0i-k: 
111 ief resllme sl~owing extensive authority en- 
joyccl by comniissianers of New York, 
powers and d~l t ies  ; ~~ti l i t ies  conlrolled ; im- 
proveinent of equipment; matters relating 
to g s s  and electricity; uniform accounting; 
~ 'npld transit AT. R. Maltbie. Bnnnls Amer- 
ican Academy Polilical and Social Science, 
January, 1911. 

State  superwsion of public utilities: legls- 
lalion providillg for establishment of corn. 
mlssion in Indiana m'gecl at hc l~ana  Eleo  



SPECIAL LIBRARIES 

trip Light conventiou. T. C. ITcReynolds. 
l>nljlic Service, October 1, 1!110. 

Ilow New York, Blassach~~setts and U7is- 
ponsi~l regnlnte and control public i~tilities. 
C .  S. Congwcr, In Ohio Journal of Com- 
merce. Electr~c Traction Weekly, January 
71 inll. 

State supervision of electric railways in 
lfrlsconsin, B. H. Meyer. Annals Americnn 
.lcademy political and Social Science, ,Jan- 
I I ; L ~ ~ ,  1911. 

Valuation, Accounting, Etc. 
(see also Franchises, etr.) 

I\ppraising the value of railway proper- 
ties, with special relerence to the Mich~gan 
valuation; reasons for and  neth hods em- 
ployed; physical values and met.hods for 
tlleir determination; non-physical values and 
lnetllods for their deter~~unation.  Abs H. E. 
~ ~ g g s  (Proceedmgs American Soclety Civil 
Engineers, v. 36, 11. l::G9, November, 1910.) 
Engineer~ng-Contr~cti~lg, Decem11e1- 14, 1910, 
dournal of Electr~city, Power and Gas, De- 
cember 24, 1910. 

Physical valuation and capitalization. 
comparative statement, prepared by Bur- 
eau ol Rnilmay Econon~ics, presents some 
interest~ng ancl s~gnificant facts. Railway 
World, February 3,  1911. 

Physical valuations and capitalizntion of 
ra~lways In five States. S. Thompson, Rall- 
may World, Dccember lG, 1911) 

Phyfiical valuation and capitalization: 
Prof. Dixon refutes Mr. Thorne's content~on 
that lailways are over-cagitalizetl; physical 
value 111 States or Washington, South n a -  
kota, M~chlgan, hIimesota and  Wisconsin; 
Texas considered caeually. Railway Age- 
Gazette, danuury 20, 1911. 

Log~cal basis for electric r a~ lway  ralua- 
tion. c o ~ l u s ~ o n  ot w111akle pager read a t  
Civil Engineers Railroad Assoclatlon, Jan- 
!~ary 19, 1931; physical property valuation; 
franchise valuation; capita lie at lo^^; securl- 
ties ; operat~ng ex l~end~twes  ; taxnt~on ; tar- 
iff rates; government ownership high cost 
of Ilvlng: regulntlon l?lec,tric Tractioa 
Weekly, January Y] ,  1911, January 28, 1911; 
L'lectrical Review, .January 28, 1911; Elec- 
tric Ra~lway Joarnnl. J a n i ~ t ~ ~ y  21, 1911, En- 
!:ineering Il'ev:+, February 2, 1911. 

Valuntion of intangible street railway 
Property tangible PI operty , intangible 
111 ollerty from the standpoint of costs; stand- 
1Ioint or value; C'hica go streeL l.a~lv;ay valua- 
tl0n ot 190G; Cleveland r l reet  railway valu- 
atlonfi of 1908 ancl 1909; netroi t  street rail- 
way commission valuation of 1910. F. R. 
h ~ d .  Annals American Acaclem y Polltical 
and Social Sc~cr?ce, Janimry, 1911. 

Rates and valuat~on: discussiol~ by 
road ~0111nli~~i0ners. M. K Maltl)ie and J. 
C. Lawrence and others. Electric Railway 
Jouraal, Ilecen~ber I;, 1910. 

I'll! SIC31 npl)r;l~~nl in relation to account. 

aacy, exammation of some of the basic fal- 
lacies regarding plant valuation, A. I<. 
Woodbury. Journal of Accountancy, Decem- 
ber, 1910. 

Valoatlon of public utilities: depreciation 
and present value; deduction oC formula 
for expressing the latter; age and decreas- 
ing  efficiency consiclered. C. S Burns. Mu- 
nicipal Journal and Engineer, November 30, 
1910. 

Valuation of tho Chicago Consoliclated 
Traction property. track; electric power d ~ s -  
t r i bu t~on  system ; power plant equipment; 
capital account value of property. Electric 
Railway Journal, December 3, 1910. 

Costs. methods of cond~~c t i ng  the valna- 
tion of the physical properties of the Chi- 
cago Consolidated Traction Company, with 
summaries of costs. P. J. Kealy. Engineer- 
ing-Contracting, September 28, 1910. 

Some principles established by the Wis- 
consin commission: rate-making, valuation 
micl other  ~nlportant  pomts. E. S. Mack 
(Wisconsin Electrical Association, January 
18-19, 191 1). Electrical Worlcl, January 2G, 
1911; Electrical Review, .January 28, 1911; 
Electric Railway Journal, January 28, 1911; 
Electric Traction Weekly, January 21, 1911. 

May reserve fund to renew obsolcte equip- 
ment:  new principle in connection with val- 
natlon of spec~al  franchises in New York; 
recent  decision. Elect1 ic Traction Weekly, 
December 3, 1910. 

Some accounting features of the Cleve- 
land Ra~ lway  Company's franchiae: set OF 
correctcd tables, submitted by H. J. Da- 
vies, author or paper presented at  October 
convention, A. S. I. R. A. Electric Ra~lway 
Journal, December 17, 1910. 

Cost accounting: objects In ascertaining 
cost ;  classiflcation of costs : the accounting 
cost system. J .  R. Wildman. Journal of 
Accountancy, November, 1910. 

Uniform street railway accounts in New 
Jersey:  proposed system. Electrlc Railway 
Journal, November 5, 1910. 
Street  L ~ g h t  and Power Costs, Rates, Gen- 

eral Service and Compar~sons. 
Central station rate schedules for retail 

customers. A. C. Emstein. Electr~cal  
World, November 3, 1910. 

Safe energy rate for ~111x11 central sta- 
t ~ons .  S \V. 13orden, Electrical Worlrl, 
October 13, 1910. 

R a t e s  s c~en t~ f l c  charging mcthods as  ap- 
plied t o  gas bnsiness Abs. H. I,. Doherty, 
and discussion. (National Commercial Gas 
Assoc~ation, Boston, December 6-9, 1910.) 
Progressive Age, January 10, 1911. 

Special rates  for special service: one of 
t h e  complications that beset the apgl~cation 
ot  dogmatic ral~onnl  rate systems. P. 1-1. 
Thomas. Electrical World, Deccmber 22, 
1910. 

One cent's wnrth of electricity whnt it 
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will do. Journal of Electricity, Power and  
Gns, October 8, 1910. 

Uiillty commissions and gas plants: re-  
view of recent decisions in cliflerent States  
where 1)rrbhc servlce corl~oralions a r e  regw 
lated. A. E. Forbtall Public Service, Jnn-  
uary, 1911; Alnericnn Chs Light Journnl, 
January 23, 1011. 

Newburyport (Mass.) ra te  case. Electri- 
cnl World, Deceinbe~* 3 ,  1910; Bng~necrlnp, 
Record, Decemller 3, 1910. 

RlethoQs of charging for public service: 
tnctors thnL enter into rnalring eqnltable 
ratcs for gas, electric and 'phone companies. 
F I .  I:. Dohcrty (National Co~nrnercial Gas 
Assoc~at~on ,  December 6-13, 1910.) IJub- 
Hc Scrvicc, January, 1911. 

Rate nnd acco~unting questions a t  Illinois 
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