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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK

broken as every member of

the Board is here” These
words greeted the President when the
Executive Board of the Special Libra-
ries Association met for its Fall meet-
ing, November 4, in Cleveland, Ohio.
The endurance record was broken too,
for it is doubtful whether any Board
has ever stayed in a work session as
this one did, from 9:30 A. M. one day
until 1:30 A, M. the next. This is being
shared with you to emphasize that you
have a Board whose “unselfish, intelli-
gent, and honest devotion” to the Asso-
ciation is an inspiration! No Board
could have been more ready and willing
to weigh and measure the many sug-
gestions received from members on the
floor and through the letters and tele-
grams that came from all parts of the
country. Nor was any matter on the
agenda settled until all possible angles
had been considered. It is this member
participation which made Special Libra-
ries Association great in the first place
and which will assure its future.

To help inform more members of the
inner workings of our growing, virile
and enthusiastic organization the Board
agreed to send to all Advisory Council
members copies of the Minutes of this
year’s Board and Advisory Council
meetings with the request that they not
only be made available to all who ex-
press an interest but that this interest
be actively developed. No work goes on
“behind the scenes” which isn’t in reality
the concern of every member and it
should merit every member’s attention.
The books are open for all to see!

Other highlights of the Board and
Advisory Council meeting included:
study and revision of budget for first
half of 1949 . . . authorization of an
article to appear in January issue of
SpECIAL LIBRARIES on Association mem-
ber services and their cost . . . author-

“SOME kind of record is being

ization of a change in the Headquarters
charge made for loan of professional
materials from a flat service charge of
fifty cents per item for active and asso-
ciate members to a transportation
charge only for all members . . . clear-
ance for several new publications .

presentation of 1949 Los Angeles Con-
vention plans which include ample pro-
visions for group study and discussion
and a barbecue in place of the usual
formal banquet . .. much discussion on
the Savord and the Fountain reports,
which will be passed on to the Consti-
tution Revision Committee . . . an in-
teresting report from Miss Ruth Jacobs
who attended the International Federa-
tion of Library Associations meeting in
London as Special Libraries Associa-
tion representative, as well as the meet-
ing of the Association of Special Libra-
ries and Information Bureaux in Lon-
don . .. acceptance of excellent chron-
ology of Special Libraries Association
prepared by Miss Emma Boyer of the
Archives Committee . . . it will appear
in the Anniversary issue of SPECIAL

LIBRARIES . . . presentation of challeng-
ing plans of the International Relations
Committee . . . acceptance and approval

of preliminary outline for syllabus for
courses on special libraries prepared by
Miss Ruth Leonard . . . acceptance of
New Jersey Chapter’s invitation to hold
1950 convention in Atlantic City . . .
development of a public relations policy

. approval of means to have more
news of Association discussions and de-
cisions sent to Chapters to relay to
members who do not receive SPECIAL
LIBRARIES .

The Association is in a sound and
solvent financial condition. Unusual
expenses were incurred this past year
in the move to more adequate head-
quarters which have added to the Asso-
ciation’s prestige and were essential to
further the usefulness of the Association

339
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to its members and to the profession.
These capital expenditures of plant and
equipment had been planned for a
long time. The Secretary is to be con-
gratulated for negotiating the move and
keeping the expenditures within the
budget as her report, to be included in
the Minutes, shows.

A directory of all Chapter, Group
and Committee personnel was compiled
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and mimeographed in the President’s
office. Copies are available on request.

See the Minutes, which will be avail-
able on request, for other action and do
plan to attend the Spring Advisory
Council meeting in New York, March
25-26, 1949, and the Convention in Los
Angeles, June 12-17, 1949.

Rose L. VORMELKER, President.

Introductory Remarks on the Functions of the
Division of Statistical Standards in National

and International Statistics’

By DR. STUART RICE
Assistant Director in Charge of Statistical Standards,
U. S. Bureau of the Budget, Washington, D. C.

HE fact that the Division of Sta-

I tistical Standards is a coordinat-

ing agency is well known. Back
in the year 1790, our Government made
its first statistical report. It was not
from the decennial census of that year
but from the Treasury Department—a
report on foreign trade by Alexander
Hamilton.

Ever since then our statistical system
has been “decentralized” among the ma-
jor Government departments and units.
Its components are of four types. In the
first group are four major statistical
agencies whose primary function is to
collect and analyze statistics. These in-
clude the Bureau of the Census in the De-
partment of Commerce, the Bureau of
Labor Statistics in the Department of
Labor, the Bureau of Agricultural Eco-
nomics in the Department of Agricul-
ture, and the Bureau of Mines in the
Department of Interior.

1’This paper and the one following by Dr.
Ryan were presented before the joint meeting
of the Advertising, Business, Financial, Insur-
ance and Social Science Groups at the SLA
Annual Convention in Washington, D. C., June
6-12, 1948.

Although these can fairly be called
pure and simple statistical agencies, there
are an indeterminate number of other
statistical units attached to other arms of
the Government. Nearly every depart-
ment with administrative and regulatory
responsibilities has its own statistical and
research unit. These provide the second
type of component of our statistical
system. One cannot state exactly how
many such statistical units there are—
it depends on how they are counted.
Each is primarily interested in serving
the needs of its own agency; but it may
also provide data that are of general
interest.

A coordinating agency, the Division
of Statistical Standards, is the third
component. Its function is to coordinate
these diverse elements into an effective
system. It endeavors on a horizontal
basis to unify statistical programs of
agencies whose administrative responsi-
bilities are organized vertically.

To repeat, it is the responsibility of
the Division of Statistical Standards to
coordinate the whole system so as to
produce reliable figures needed by users
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both within and outside the Federal
Government.

The problems of developing an inter-
national statistical system are parallel
to those just indicated within our own
Government. The essential problem is
one of coordination—trying to fit pieces
together into a coherency that would
not otherwise exist. The development of
economic and social order in the world
depends upon the availability of infor-
mation. We need one world of statistics
to supplement and implement one world
of people.

The Division of Statistical Standards
very early, before the San Francisco
Conference, took initiative in trying
to introduce into the UN a system of
coordinated statistics. These efforts bore
fruit. We now have a United Nations
Statistical Commission on which I re-
present the United States. We also have
a United Nations Statistical Office head-
ed by Dr. William R. Leonard, formerly
deputy chief of the Division of Statis-
tical Standards.

Dr. Leonard’s problems are still those
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of coordination. The United Nations as
an organization is composed of various
Councils and other organs like the Gen-
eral Assembly, various functional and
regional commissions, and a Secretariat
composed of a number of departments.
All of these have statistical needs and
interests. All of them must be restrained
from the independent collection of sta-
tistics.

But in addition to the U.N., per se, we
have the “specialized agencies,” such as
the International Labour Office (which
was in existence long before U.N.), the
Food and Agriculture Organization, the
International Monetary Fund and
Bank, and so on. The Statistical Com-~
mission and Dr. Leonard’s office must
make sure that no statistical activities
are carried on unnecessarily by these
various groups but that among them we
obtain the figures that are important
and essential. The United Nations Sta-
tistical Office is doing a splendid job
toward this end. The central place to
watch from now on for international sta-
tistics is that office.

Current Developments in Statistical Services

of the Government

By WALTER F. RYAN
Assistant Chief, Division of Statistical Standards in National and
International Statistics, Washington, D. C.

S users of statistics no doubt you
A have often wondered what ar-
rangements, what criteria, had
been developed to guide the issuance by
the various Federal agencies of statis-
tical data. In this discussion I would like
to take you behind the scenes, as it
were, before a program which results in
the final publication of information is
actually launched.
Following out the approach of ex-
amining the procedures and some of
the arrangements that lie back of the

publication of statistical materials, I
want to review some of the stand-
ards for publication of statistical data
recognized by the Government agencies.
A publication, Standards for the Pub-
lication of Statistical Data, is issued
by the Division of Statistical Standards.
These standards do not represent any-
thing new but they are a codification of
existing practice. We have felt it would
be wise to codify these criteria and make
them available to the general public.
Firstly, all the statistical agencies rec-
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ognize that every piece of statistical
data should clearly indicate the nature
of the data and make reference to any
detailed technical descriptions avail-
able. When an established series is re-
vised, the character of the revision and
its effect upon the series should be ex-
plained. Descriptions of new and re-
vised series, when first issued, should in-
clude detailed information on methods
of compilation and qualifications as to
use.

Secondly, for periodic reports of all
but very simple data and for one-time
reports where applicable, there should
be available a reasonably detailed state-
ment containing the information essen-
tial to a competent technical appraisal
of the data. This statement should make
it possible to judge the appropriateness
of the data for any intended use, and
should cover the following principal
points: definition of what is measured;
type of respondent; method of collec-
tion; methods of processing and adjust-
ment; benchmark materials; indications
of reliability and accuracy where these
can be satisfactorily measured; warn-
ings of known limitations on use of the
data; changes in definitions; sample,
coverage, schedule or processing; and
appraisal of homogeneity, comparabil-
ity and component parts derived from
sources outside the agency.

Particularly when published statistics
are derived from a sample survey, there
should be available a detailed descrip-
tion of the plan which should appear
either in the published report accom-
panying the release of the data or in a
technical statement, available to the
public, to which the report refers and
should cover: sampling plan and type of
solicitation; size of sample and propor-
tion of coverage; percentage of response
and treatment of nonresponse; weight-
ing procedures utilized and method of
estimating the universe from the sam-
ple; estimates of the sampling error and
other measurements of the accuracy of
the data. There is normally established
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within the agencies procedures for the
processing of the data, and provision for
periodic reexamination of the data pro-
cedures and instructions.

Before publication, the final compila-
tions are normally reviewed by persons
familiar with the data and with related
data in the same field to show errors or
inadequacies in the procedures followed
and any likely source of misinterpreta-
tion. Every press release which presents
statistical data is normally checked with
qualified technicians within the agency
for final review before release to make
sure that the data are properly used and
interpreted. In those instances where
economic analyses are involved, agen-
cies make a clear distinction between
the actual data presented and interfer-
ences and interpretations made from
that data. Forecasts and projections
should be clearly labeled as such and
distinguished from historical series.

These are the principal criteria which
are in use by the agencies in the Fed-
eral Government with respect to release
of statistical information. Despite all
the care that can be exercised by the
agencies there are many pitfalls with
respect to public use of these data, and
many instances of confusion arise from
misinterpretations made by new users
of statistics. One involved a situation
with respect to one of the releases on
the labor force report made by the Cen-
sus Bureau. You will recall that the
Census Bureau releases each month a
report on the labor force which shows
the volume of employment and unem-
ployment within the United States. This
report is based on a sample survey of
25,000 households. It differs from the
Bureau of Labor Statistics report in
that it is a household survey. It is the
only indication of unemployment that
we have on a general universal basis.
Formal reports of the Monthly Report
on the Labor Force show total employ-
ment and unemployment from month
to month and changes in the total labor
force. The report usually carries the De-
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partment of Commerce masthead on one
side and the Bureau of the Census mast-
head on the other side of the first page of
the report. This particular incident arose
out of one observer’s realization that in
one journal he had read that unemploy-
ment had increased this month from
last month, The authority in that case
was the Census Bureau. Then he read
in another publication that employment
had increased and in this case the De-
partment of Commerce was the author-
ity. This observer wrote in to say that
these were screwball reports since the
Census one showed that unemployment
had increased while the Commerce De-
partment report for the same period
showed that employment had increased.
However, he did not realize that both
could happen at the same time because
the size of the labor force had increased
during that period.

The development of the Standard
Commeodity Classification and the
Standard Industrial Classification sys-
tems has been important. These sys-
tems, which were developed by the Bu-
reau of the Budget in cooperation with
other agencies, provide the basis from
which we can get comparable informa-
tion collected from diverse sources of
the Government.

The Standard Commodity Classifica-
tion is used for commodity collections.
Reports collected by several agencies
are tabulated and presented on the basis
of the Standard Commodity Classifica-
tion. The Standard Commodity Classi-
fication was developed in 1942 as it was
needed by the War Production Board.
It was revised in 1946 for more normal,
present-time needs. The revision is out
and has been in current use by Federal
agencies as well as by industrial firms.

The Standard Industrial Classifica-
tion is in two sections: manufacturing,
which has been revised and is already in
print, and nonmanufacturing, which is
in the process of revision. The non-
manufacturing section was revised
through the normal procedure of the
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Federal Government under Division of
Statistical Standards committees, repre-
senting the principal users in the Fed-
eral Government and the principal users
among industry and commerce, brought
together in a series of committees. It is
expected that revision of the nonmanu-
facturing section will be completed
shortly, and, if funds are available, will
be printed.

With this background I will now
discuss some of the current statistical
developments.

STATISTICAL DEVELOPMENTS IN
CURRENT PROGRAM

The Census of Manufactures is in
process of being taken, returns are in on
1947 and editing and processing are
under way. A Census of Manufactures
has not been taken since 1939. There is
statutory authority that it be taken bi-
annually but during the war years the
1941 and 1943 censuses were suspended
and the data collected by the War Pro-
duction Board during those years used
instead. In developing the 1947 Census
of Manufactures we had to insure that
it would be comparable with earlier
Censuses. The actual means of obtain-
ing the Census information is by mail.
You will recall that the Census provides
a common body of information about
all manufacturing plants. That for in-
dustry, showing value of shipments, etc.,
is obtained on one schedule sent to all
manufacturers—250,000 establishments.
To secure detailed commodity informa-
tion some 200 different product sched-
ules were formulated. In formulating
these schedules the Census Bureau con-
sulted with as many industry groups as
it could contact.

Each schedule has had industry re-
view and we also processed the general
schedule through the Division of Sta-
tistical Standards. We have had, since
1942, an Advisory Council on Federal
Reports representing seven leading or-
ganizations in the country concerned
with statistical materials and commer-
cial practices: The United States Cham-
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ber of Commerce, the Controllers In-
stitute, the American Retail Federation,
the American Trade Association, and
others, Through the mechanism of the
Advisory Council on Federal Reports
we were able to consult with industry
representatives who were familiar with
the problems of reports by industry and
who knew whether or not questions pro-
posed could be answered without exces-
sive cost and burden on the respondents.
We have in the 1947 Census of Manu-
factures an outstanding source of infor-
mation about our manufacturing estab-
lishments. Pretests were made for the first
time to insure that the method of asking
questions would yield the type of infor-
mation the sponsors had in mind. Much
more in the way of preparation was
made for the 1947 census than ever be-
fore. Generally the Census of Manufac-
tures has been presented in three sec-
tions: (1) a summary volume—this will
be followed in publishing the 1947 Cen-
sus—to contain key information by ma-
jor industry groups and by individual
States and individual areas; (2) a vol-
ume showing detailed statistics by re-
gion and by States; (3) a volume based
on commodity statistics. I am not cer-
tain that this latter volume will be pre-
sented, but plans are set up to do so.
In addition to manufactures we will
have additional information which will
arise out of the passage of legislation
which was enacted in June by the Con-
gress (Public Law 671—80th Congress,
approved by the President, June 19,
1948). The new legislation provides a
new time period for several censuses.
Both the Census of Manufactures and
the Census of Business will now be
taken every five years and taken con-
currently covering the same year. This
new legislation also provides quinquen-
nial censuses of mineral industries, and
a new aspect will be a census of trans-
portation which will also be a quin-
quennial one. This legislation provides
specific statutory authority for the
current reporting programs of the Cen-
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sus Bureau. Current authority has been
placed in the organic act which states
that the Secretary of Commerce will
undertake such surveys as he deems
necessary. It was thought that more re-
cent and specific authority was needed
and so it has been provided in the new
bill. It also provides that surveys to fur-
nish annual and other current data on the
subjects of the census may be manda-
tory. Only periodic censuses are manda-
tory now. This means that monthly or
quarterly program statistics are at pres-
ent on a voluntary basis.

The Census of Distribution will re-
quire much the same preparatory effort
that has gone into the Census of Manu-
factures. The Bureau of the Census has
already sought the advice of interested
industry groups with regard to the con-
tent of the Business Census. You may
have seen the publicly selected ques-
tionnaire relating to the next Census of
Business issued by the Census Bureau
and sent to interested industry groups
asking for comments on the general
structure of the forthcoming Census. In
any Census there is certain basic infor-
mation which must be obtained in order
to establish identities and also to pro-
vide the continuity with earlier Cen-
suses. The type of information in the
Census of Business—retail, wholesale
and service trades—covers small units.
One of the basic essentials is the cover-
age of all units that exist. That means
that you cannot use a mail survey tech-
nique. You have to have door-to-door
enumeration and that is a relatively ex-
pensive proposition. Hence, there is a
premium on selecting the type of in-
quiry which will be in accord with busi-
ness. Minimum data on total sales, re-
ceipts, employment and payrolls, and
some identifying information on the lo-
cation of the business and the type of
organization should constitute the next
Census of Business.

The Census of Mineral Industries will
follow the same pattern as was used in
1939. The Bureau of Mines is princi-
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pally a statistical agency concerned with
metals and minerals and in the taking
of the Census does much of the actual
collecting and tabulating for the Cen-
sus Bureau.

The new aspect in the current list is
the Census of Transportation, which is
an example of how programs are formu-
lated in the Federal Government. Over
two years ago an interagency committee
was established to examine the needs
for transportation statistics, taking into
account data available from the Civil
Aeronautics Administration, the Inter-
state Commerce Commission, the Fed-
eral Trade Commission and other agen-
cies concerned with transportation, in-
cluding the Maritime Commission and
the Board of Engineers. All of those
agencies collect a great deal of informa-
tion on carriers’ regular activities. How-
ever, there are gaps and it is difficult to
combine the information for administra-
tive purposes into the type of informa-
tion necessary for an over-all economic
analysis. The committee studied rail-
road transport, air transport, water and
highway transport. Its recommendations
turned largely to the fact that there was
little information on highway transport.
The Interstate Commerce Commission
has some data on Class I transport
which covers interstate transportation
but does not cover intrastate transpor-
tation. Other recommendations were
made for supplementing other fields:
air, water and railroad. In that process
we have developed in air transportation
statistics a complete plan for statistical
information which will require collec-
tion of information, if and when imple-
mented, by six or seven Federal agen-
cies. The information to be collected in
that area is designed so that it will be
combinable in an over-all picture and a
logical source of information. In par-
ticular with regard to highway transpor-
tation recommendations of the Commit-
tee emphasized the need for coverage
of truck carriers in interstate and intra-
state commerce. As a result the Census
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legislation states that a Census of Trans-
portation will be taken every five years
covering those means of transportation
for which carriers are not now required
to report to regulatory agencies. The
legislation has recognized the existence
of information from regulatory agencies
and provides that the Census will cover
other areas for highway transportation.

One part of the transportation prob-
lem is the use of trucks, which are used
by manufacturers, wholesalers, retailers
and the service trades. These would
not be covered by this Census, as they
are private and not public transporta-
tion. The Census of Manufactures in-
cludes a new inquiry this year dealing
with the number of types of trucks
owned or leased by the manufacturing
establishments. If the situation permits,
the Business Census will include a sim-
ilar inquiry. When the Census of Agri-
culture is taken in 1950, along with the
1947 Decennial Census, a similar in-
quiry on trucks owned or leased by
farmers will be included. In the next
three or four years we will have a clearer
picture of the use of our highways for

commercial needs. This information will -

also be of significance to the War De-
partment in development its plans for
possible industrial mobilization.

There are other evidences of planned
programs which are highly significant
resulting from activities of the Federal
agencies. One is the preparation of inte-
grated sets of data in one particular
field even though the source may be
two or more agencies.

An instance of this is the publication
of quarterly financial statistics, started
in 1947, and issued jointly by the Se-
curities and Exchange Commission and
the Federal Trade Commission. This
series presents financial information on
American industry and is a continu-
ation of a program adapted to the
circumstances of the wartime reporting
development. During the war the Office
of Price Administration developed an
elaborate reporting system, involving
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balance sheets and profit and loss state-
ments obtained from industry. This
type of information is useful in develop-
ing national income estimates. When
the OPA was liquidated the activities
involved in their Forms A and B re-
porting system were transferred partly
to FTC. The SEC obtained financial
statements from corporations registered
with the Commission. The unlisted cor-
porations presented the problem. It was
decided that the FTC develop a sample
survey of unlisted manufacturing con-
cerns and obtain the same information
from them as was obtained from the
listed corporations by the SEC and that
the data be combined and industry
tabulations made. This was done and the
results were quarterly financial surveys.
It is proposed that this quarterly sur-
vey be supplemented by a much more
detailed yearly survey. Plans have been
developed and await appropriations. We
probably will not have them for 1949,
but they will be perfected during the
next year.

You are probably familiar with the
preparatory work undertaken in connec-
tion with the Decennial Census. If we
have authority this may include legisla-
tion for a census of Housing. A pre-
liminary test of procedures for taking
the Census of Population has already
been made by the Census Bureau. In
this field, enumeration of whole counties
to test enumerative techniques has been
made to give estimated costs of different
approaches to the problem. The Census
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Bureau is developing a schedule which
can be self-enumerated and which is
left at a household for the people of
that household to fill out. This pro-
cedure has been tested as opposed to
having an enumerator obtain the infor-
mation directly. In one county one-
fourth of the schedules left with the
people were of the self-enumeration
type. These were later picked up by
the enumerator. The other three-fourths
were enumerated in the usual fashion.
Results are now being compared and an
attempt is being made to determine
which is best to use. Further work of this
type will be underway for the next year
in preparation for the Decennial Census.

Dr. Rice mentioned in the preceding
article that the Council of Economic Ad-
visers was one of the principal con-
sumers of statistical information in the
Federal Government. As a result of
its use of the data collected by other
agencies and presented to CEA, the
Council has developed several tech-
niques for the preparation of statistical
information with the Joint Committee
on the Economic Report to Congress.
This was found very useful and the
Council has undertaken to publish this
presentation under the title Economic
Indicators. The first issue is out and is
a graphic presentation of the types of
information which CEA has found use-
ful and necessary in its Council. The
Joint Committee also requires this type
of information.

Plan Your 1949 Summer Holiday Now! Include
SLA’s FORTIETH ANNUAL CONVENTION



THE ORGANIZATION AND ACTIVITIES
OF A PATHOLOGY MUSEUM

By MARGARET SCHELL
Formerly Librarian, Pathology Museum, St. Luke’s Hospital, Chicago, Illinois

1. PRACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS

N any institution or department
I where one is confronted with a large

amount of visual and research ma-
terial, the question immediately arises
as to its proper organization, integration
and correlation, with all the attendant
problems of classification and indexing,
Both the amount and kind of material
on hand and as many of the existing
classification systems as possible should
be given careful consideration, and
those systems should be selected which
best suit the requirements and objec-
tives of the institution of which the
pathology museum is a part. The quali-
fications of the librarian in charge of
such a museum are important. There are
controversies as to the desirability of
library school training for a medical li-
brarian, but not enough emphasis is
placed upon the value of actual experi-
ence in organizing, managing ability
and all-around working knowledge of
the basic fundamentals of biology and
medicine, ie, physiology, anatomy,
pathology, general and organic chem-
istry and biochemistry. In addition,
where there are collections of micro-
scopic slides, a course in histology will
be useful. With the good judgment and
maturity arising from years of organiz-
ing and managing and with a good
background in the fields outlined, the
librarian of a museum of pathology will
have no difficulty in setting up a work-
able and practical unit which can effec-
tively deal with all problems encoun-
tered during the first years of its exist-
ence, It is also of importance to ac-
quaint oneself thoroughly with as many
existing classifying systems as possible
so as not to overlook any possibility
later, when the classification of addi-

tional collections is to be considered.
Even an ingenious system like Melvil
Dewey’s Decimal Classification and Rel-
ative Index, an extremely thorough and
elaborate medical classification system,
such as the Standard Nomenclature of
Disease and Standard Nomenclature of
Operations by Edwin P. Jordan, M.D.
and others less well known, such as
Eileen R. Cunningham’s A Classifica-
tion for Medical Literature and the Li-
brary of Congress’ Classification (Class
R: Medicine) will miss their mark en-
tirely if used indiscriminately. While
not disputing the good points and even
the excellency of some of these systems,
it is always a wise procedure to analyze
a museum’s specific objectives and the
material on hand before deciding on a
suitable system.
(a) Material Available for Visual Edu-
cation and Research Purposes in a
- Modern Metropolitan Hospital.
An outline of educational material
suitable for a pathology museum,
the advantages of slides and photo-
graphs over the space-consuming and
inflexible gross specimens in glass jars,
and the general arrangement of such
slides and photographs, has been pre-
pared by Edwin F. Hirsch, M.D,, of
the Department of Pathology, St. Luke’s
Hospital.! Over a period of almost thirty
years, pathological records comprising
from ninety to one hundred thousand
surgical tissue reports and approxi-
mately five to six thousand postmortem
protocols have been assembled and
bound in volumes which have been

1 Edwin F. Hirsch, M.D. A Photographic
Museum of Pathology. (Presented at the Thir-
ty-sixth Annual Meeting of the International
Association of Medical Museums, Chicago, Ill.
May 15, 1947.)
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filed chronologically on book shelves.

Each tissue and postmortem record vol-

ume has a front index for: (1) diseases,

(2) names of patients and, in some

cases, (3) names of attending phy-

sicians. Each book carries on the out-
side the year of the report and its
contents so that it is easy to locate any
pathological gross, histological descrip-
tion or the findings of any postmortem
held in the hospital since 1919, in all its
gross, anatomical, physiological and
histological aspects. These also include
the bacteriology, clinical history, fat
stains, results of brain examination (if
permission was given for it) and other
details so valuable for research phy-
sician, clinician or resident physician

in examining all available data on a

given disease or combination of diseases.

Thousands of gross and microscopic

photographs accompany such descrip-

tive scientific material, a great many of
them available for projection or educa-
tional purposes in a duplicate photo file.

The large Kodachrome slides com-
prise about 2000; the black slides, only
600; and the bantam (35 mm) size,
400, at the time of this writing. The
original microscopic collection num-
bered 800, to which about 1000 slides
were added by a resident in pathology
and another 1000 slides by the mu-
seum librarian. Two wall cabinets were
provided for monthly exhibits of the
large Kodachromes, and a large Multi-
flex stand permitted a bi-annual change
of photographic exhibit.

(b) Classification and Indexing of Vis-
ual Education and Research Mate-
rial.

Keeping in mind the practical con-
siderations set forth in the opening
paragraphs, an outline of tentative
groupings was made as follows: Slides,
to be filed chronologically in their re-
spective cabinets, with numbers corre-
sponding to their pathological record
numbers; and the “location index”, set
up in an alphabetical cross-index, with
separate sections for photographs and
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slides. It was found at the end of the
first year that this was the most prac-
tical system and, therefore, it was con-
tinued and elaborated upon. The alpha-
betical cross-index system 1is broken
down into (1) diseases like asthma,
tuberculosis, lymphosarcoma, etc. and
(2) organs or anatomical location such
as: arteries and veins, kidneys, lungs
or heart, keeping in mind that where
any uncertainty exists or where there
are several descriptive titles it is always
a good rule to make as many cross-
references as possible. An index in a
pathology museum forfeits its purpose
unless the items can be readily found,
not only by the librarian, but also by
the doctor, nurse or research worker
making use of the museum’s facilities.
If the museum is staffed by persons
other than the librarian in charge dur-
ing evenings, Saturdays or holidays, it
is best to use punched cards, held in
place by a metal rod, because of the
tendency of searchers to draw out cards
and, sometimes, to misplace them. The
cards themselves are 3 x 5, white for
large kodachromes, so that the librarian
or one familiar with the color key
placed in front of this index, can more
quickly and easily locate the kind of
slides desired. To summarize, material
chronologically filed, enables the libra-
rian to draw it out in chronological
units; otherwise, it can be located by
organ or disease in the location index.

A similar system was adopted for the
duplicate photographs and the location
index of these items, with a slight devia-
tion in arrangement in the file. The
photos mounted on white mats were
also grouped alphabetically but only
under organs. If material for specific
diseases was requested, it could be lo-
cated in the alphabetical cross-photo
index. To further facilitate search, col-
ored “make-your-own” index tabs were
used? colored headings for organs, clear
tabs for their sub-divisions, and the
opposite for the slide index. This per-
mitted a wide range of flexibility in ar-
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rangement.

The microscopic slides are grouped
under a topographic system. Simplified
systems may be found in the front index
of any text book on physiology or re-
lated fields and usually include a dozen
or more headings. These may be ar-
ranged alphabetically or in any other
manner suitable to the individual re-
quirements of a museum devoted to
scientific research. The sheets under
each heading, such as respiratory sys-
tem, gynecology and fetal tissues;
genito-urinary system, etc., contain the
number of each slide corresponding to
the number of each slide in the respec-
tive boxes and the box (sheet) number.
For instance, slide II-91 belongs in the
cardio-vascular system (II) and is 91st
in place on the descriptive sheet and in
the box. The microscopic slide collec-
tion is amplified by a separate unit
labeled “Miscellaneous autopsies” and
a “Normal histology” collection for stu-
dents of histology. Both have, in a sep-
arate file or container, case histories for
the autopsies and histological descrip-
tions for each slide in the normal his-
tology collection. A fourth project con-
sists in especially interesting surgical
tissue slides with unusual, specific or
rare disease features. These also were to
be accompanied by a histological de-
scription for each slide filed in a special
binder with corresponding slide and
report numbers,

The labeling of the slides and photo-
graphs was done with white ink on the
border of the large kodachromes, the
diagnoses supplied by a resident in
pathology in accordance with directives
supplied by the attending pathologist.
Slides and photos were then recorded in
chronological order with numbers, dis-
ease, amount of slides and/or photo-
graphs on sheets grouped together un-
der “Autopsy and Year” and “Surgical
and Year” titles. A brief history was
supplied for each kodachrome unit and
filed in a special drawer for the current
year and for the preceding years; the
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little cards cut to the size of the koda-
chromes, were filed with their respec-
tive kodachrome(s).

Research material was dealt with in
another manner. Since it was impossible
for one person to cope effectively with
all aspects of such material, the most
important were selected in the fre-
quency requested. Most staff physicians
had their residents assemble statistics
from about 200 volumes, and abstracts
were made of all, drawing out uncom-
mon diseases, setting these forth chron-
ologically, separating them according to
disease (respiratory items, diseases of
the bone and joints, neurclogy, disturb-
ances of fat or CHO metabolism, etc.)
and marking each with a different color.

A special autopsy index contained all
pathological (anatomic) diagnoses in
the postmortem books between the
years 1919 and 1938. It, too, was built
around the alphabetical cross-index sys-
tem by disease and organ, taking into
consideration the importance of carci-
noma research and listing all cases of
carcinoma first in the “Carcinoma A-B,
C-E, F-H,” etc. section and then under
the respective “Kidney, carcinoma” or
“Lung, carcinoma” or “Heart, tumor”
or “Heart, carcinoma” heading.
ACTIVITIES OF A PATHOLOGY MUSEUM

The pathology museum under the
supervision of a competent librarian
working with a vast amount of care-
fully executed kodachromes, photo-
graphs and pathological reports, can
render an important service to the hos-
pital or research institution of which it
is a vital part. The pathology depart-
ment finds ample use for such a museum
in looking up the case histories of pres-
ent or former patients, in comparative
study of unusual or puzzling microscopic
disease slides, and in the use of photo
and slide material for its own study
and for the pathological seminars. The
staff physicians, notably the surgeons,
gynecologists, researchers and physicians
in other diagnostic departments, such as
cardiology and roentgenology, find that
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the correlation of pathological diagnoses
with their own aids them considerably.
The urologists and neurologists have
frequent occasion to make use of the
educational and research facilities of
the pathology museum, as do the in-
dustrial and general surgeons, clinicians
and physicians engaged in various other
fields. There are frequent requests for
the “Normal Histology” collection, and
the dermatologists and tumor experts
find ample and extensive material for
their needs in the pathological sections.

The pathology museum at St. Luke’s
Hospital, Chicago, assists resident phy-
sicians preparing for their board ex-
aminations by providing a place for
study, microscopes and slides, and by
loaning out boxes of slides from a dupli-
cate microscopic collection, recent addi-
tions to which were salvaged from cast-
off slides that represented the ten-year
surplus from the tissue room in the hos-
pital laboratory. From the numbers on
the labels of such slides, the diagnoses
could be established, and of the thou-
sands of slides on hand, a suitable num-
ber were selected for the duplicate loan
collection. The urologists and gynecol-
ogists, as well as the general surgeons,
have been alert to recognize the advan-
tages of such supplementary study as
an aid in preparing for their board ex-
aminations.

Staff physicians send their students
and interns to the Museum to study the
current exhibits, to familiarize them-
selves with the facilities and when the
occasion arises, to return for specialized
study. Staff and resident physicians
have also been making good use of the
slide-loan and photo-loan facilities of
the Museum. A record is kept of the
number and kind of material taken out,
and the date and the name of the bor-
rower. Occasional tardy borrowers are
first gently, and then insistently, re-
minded to return material. Physicians
avail themselves of the facilities of the
Museum mainly for aid in preparing
lectures, papers and statistical reports.
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Another useful collection within the
Museum’s archives is a file of reprints
of papers written by the Chief of the
Pathology Department of St. Luke’s
Hospital and by the residents, to which
is added, from time to time, papers on
subjects in gynecology or neuropath-
ology or other such important contribu-
tions. The Pathology Museum cooper-
ates effectively with the medical library
in exchanging requests for research items
or in assembling bibliographies, refer-
ences or statistics. Since the medical
records library and the conference rooms
for lectures are all located on one
“educational floor”, check-ups and ex-
change of information within the various
educational libraries are effectively
made. A slide-viewer is set up in the
Museum and a projector is also avail-
able. One of the walls is painted white
to constitute a screen for the projection
of slides and photographs for use in
pathological seminars or special sessions.
All material contemplated for exhibits
is submitted to the Chief Pathologist for
approval before being posted on the
various bulletin boards. Slides and photo
material is selected from the location
indices and photo file following a survey
of diseases in a special exhibit file. Care
is taken not to repeat any item too often
and to inject variety and appeal, in ad-
dition to scientific interest, into the ex-
hibit. Small strips of explanatory text
are inserted under interesting slides in
the wall cabinets.

CONCLUSION

From the foregoing it will be apparent
that in the organization of a pathology
museum, consideration should be given
to the kind of material available and to
a practical, rather than an elaborate,
organization and classification. The mu-
seum should be well-supplied with edu-
cational material for the facilitating of
research so as to cut red tape down to a
bare minimum. It will, thus, be able to
render quick and efficient service and
relieve the busy physician and research-
er of much burdensome and time-con-
suming detail.
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By RUTH 1. MUSHABAR!
Formerly Librarian, University of North Carolina

region, nation and, indeed, the

world are being dramatized for
students of the University of North
Carolina through the medium of a
dynamic research laboratory workshop.
In this unusual laboratory of the social
sciences there has been established a
new kind of special library to provide a
conveniently accessible working collec-
tion and a more specialized and indi-
vidualized library service for students
majoring in Sociology, Anthropology
and City and Regional Planning.

The Sociology, Anthropology and
Planning Library, a unit of the Univer-
sity of North Carolina Library, was or-
ganized in October 1947 in the Region-
al Laboratory Workshop, which is main-
tained by the Institute for Research in
Social Science. This laboratory, equipped
with the working tools of the social
scientist and planner, serves young men
and women who will be tomorrow’s
teachers and research workers in social
science and the planners of our cities.

The Sociology Department and the
Institute for Research in Social Science
place special emphasis on a regional ap-
proach to the study of social problems.
Carrying out this study and research
program, the Laboratory-Workshop
stresses Southern regional development
in its operations as exhibit hall, confer-
ence and class room, and reference li-
brary of live printed materials.

The Laboratory, a huge high-ceiling-
ed room about 75’ by 45, and covering
approximately 3,375 square feet of

PROBLEMS of community, state,

1 Miss Mushabar is now Librarian, Library
Reference Service, Housing and Home Finance
Agency, Washington, D. C.

space, is housed on the fourth floor of
the Alumni Building, home of the Insti-
tute for Research in Social Science and
the Departments of Sociology and An-
thropology, and City and Regional
Planning, An assembly space with seat-
ing capacity for 100 people occupies
half of the room. Overhead lighting and
indirect ventilation make it possible to
use this auditorium for showing moving
pictures and slides in connection with
course work. The large wall area, cov-
ered with burlap wall surfacing mount-
ed on masonite, is well adapted for con-
venient mounting of maps, charts and
exhibits from floor to ceiling.

A professional graphic artist is re-
sponsible for the form and arrangement
of these exhibits, which depict various
phases of world, American and southern
regions, and community development.
It is planned that development and
changing of wall and material exhibits
will be a part of the graduate and under-
graduate training process to develop in
students basic skills for visualization
and graphic presentation of research
materials. Travelling exhibits of such
organizations as the Tennessee Valley
Authority, the Museum of Modern Art,
Life Magazine and the Soil Conserva-
tion Service are also being secured on
loan for display in this room.

The library book collection is ar-
ranged in the half of the room opposite
the assembly space on low built-in book-
shelves, 42" in height with a slanting
top about 20" wide, to accommodate
current periodicals. Shelves are spaced
to allow room for large books, and a
current file (one year) of periodicals
set up horizontally. Back issues of peri-
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odicals, prior to binding, are kept in
closed cabinets elsewhere in the build-
ing.

The permanent book collection of
the departmental library, which con-
sists of volumes transferred from the
Main Library, and the formerly separate
collections of the Department of City
and Regional Planning and the Institute
for Research in Social Science, now
comprises almost one thousand vol-
umes. The Main Library Catalog De-
partment is preparing a dictionary cata-
log for this collection. In addition to
this core collection, faculty members
of the departments generously lend to
the Departmental Library each quarter
copies of books from their own personal
libraries, which are set up on reserve
reading tables, allocated for the individ-
ual courses. The Departmental Library
prepares temporary catalog records for
this valuable loan collection

In the fields of interest of this library,
it is readily understandable that cur-
rent pamphlets and unbound reports of
individuals, private organizations and
government agencies, federal, state and
local, are of vital importance. With this
fact in mind, the Departmental Libra-
rian, with the advice of faculty mem-
bers, is carrying on an active program
of acquisition of these elusive materials.
Careful attention is being given to their
arrangement so that maximum utility
can be achieved. A detailed logical
scheme of classification has been pre-
pared and is in use for this material,
which is filed in eleven legal size file
cabinets. Cataloging and subject analy-
sis on McBee Keysort cards is contem-
plated for this whole collection, if it
proves successful for the city and re-
gional planning materials. This small
and compact part of the collection is
serving as a guinea pig for one of the
pioneer efforts in adapting I.B.M. equip-
ment to subject analysis of a library
collection.!

The collection and facilities of the
Departmental Library are open seven
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days each week, not only to students
and faculty of these departments, but
to all departments and readers on the
campus. Books and pamphlets reserved
for use in conjunction with course work
may only be borrowed from the time
the Library closes until its reopening
the following day; but the balance of
the collection, with the exception of
current periodicals, may be borrowed
for one week, subject to renewal if the
publication is not in active demand.
Current periodicals are loaned for two-
day periods. No system of fines has been
arranged for library users who ignore
regulations. This honor system has not
been entirely satisfactory, but infrac-
tions have not occurred often enough
to demand such a penalty system. In
general, students are willing to abide by
the rules when they realize that they
have been established to make a limited
collection most useful to everyone.

The Departmental Library functions
as a unit of the University Library
which exercises supervisory responsi-
bility on policies and procedures, in line
with the customary services and prac-
tices of other campus libraries. Imme-
diate direction of the collection’s de-
velopment rests upon the Special Li-
brary Committee (composed of repre-
sentatives of the Departments, the In-
stitute for Research in Social Science,
and the Main Library), serving in ad-
visory capacity to the Departmental
Librarian. The staff of the Department-
al Library, as originally planned, was to
consist of a professional librarian, two
part-time graduate assistants and a ste-
nographer. The present staff is com-
posed of a professional librarian, with
specialized experience in fields related
to those of the Departmental Library,
a graduate assistant who is majoring in
City and Regional Planning, and a ste-
nographer.

1 See the September 1947 issue of SPECIAL
LI1BRARIES for detailed discussions of uses of
this kind of equipment in other libraries.
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The Departmental Library has be-
come a popular study place for stu-
dents whose work program is concen-
trated in the building, as well as for
those who are enrolled only in intro-
ductory courses. The spacious room is
equipped to seat thirty readers without
crowding. Attractive and informative
wall exhibits, displays of current pam-
phlets and periodicals, and a lively in-
formal atmosphere are added features
in making the room a real working re-
search laboratory. Pamphlets and re-
ports, often relegated to a background
position in libraries, are featured in
this collection and actively used by the
students. A workable classification
scheme makes it possible for the stu-
dent to find his own pamphlet and re-
port materials, and he is encouraged to
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do so. Browsing in the files here is as
common as browsing among the book-
stacks. Another factor in the popularity
of the Departmental Library is the
availability of a personalized bibliogra-
phical service which students and fac-
ulty have come to rely upon to provide
them with necessary information and
assistance.

The staff of the Sociology, Anthro-
pology and Planning Library has been
fortunate, in the course of its develop-
ment, in obtaining the cooperation of
the faculty and of the staff of the Main
Library. Through real teamwork among
teachers, librarians and students, it has
been possible, in a relatively brief pe-
riod of time, to develop a worthwhile
special library collection.

Report of the 1948-1949 Nominating Committee

SLA By-Law IX, Section 2, the

names of the candidates for the
next election with their written accep-
tances were presented to the Executive
Board in session November 4, 1948, as
follows:

IN accordance with the amended

President

Mrs. RutrH H. HOOKER
Naval Research Laboratory
Anacostia Station
Washington 20, D. C.

First Vice-President and President-Elect
MRs. EL1ZABETH W. OWENS
Mercantile-Commerce Bank & Trust
Company
St. Louis, Missouri

Second Vice-President
Miss BEATRICE V. SIMON
McGill University
Montreal, Canada
Mrgs. DoroTHY B. SKAU
U. S. Department of Agriculture
New Orleans, Louisiana

Treasurer
MRr. Davip KESSLER
U. 8. Railroad Retirement Board
Chicago, Illinois
MR. DONALD WASSON
Council on Foreign Relations
New York, New York

Director
Miss ELIZABETH FERGUSON
Institute of Life Insurance
New York, New York

Miss ESTELLE BRODMAN
Medical Library, College of Physicians
& Surgeons
Columbia University
New York, New York

The Directors whose terms have not
expired are Donald Clark, Graduate.
School of Business Administration, Har-
vard University, Boston, Massachusetts,
who retires in 1950, and Miss Margaret
Hatch, Pacific Coast Head Office,
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company,
600 Stockton St, San Francisco 20,
California, who retir