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A N N U A L  MEETING SPECIAL LIBRARIES 
ASSOCIATION. 

Ottawa, Canada,, June 26--July 2, 1912. 
The program pf t he  Special Libraries 4s-  

sociation pronlises to  be one of unusua1,in- 
terest. There will be two independent,and 
two joint sessions. Each seasmion will , cen- 
ter  around' a single main topic and ample 
time will be allowed for discussioq by Ian- 
nounced speakers and also from the floor. 

The  first session will take up the plan, 
purposes, scope and results of special libra- 
ries. The main question will be: What  is 
a agecial library? It is  expected that  light 
will be thrown on the  reaJ setting of t he  
special library in the library field. Some 
contend tha t  the special library is not dif- 
ferent from the general library $except in 
i ts  specialization; others point out that the  
real work of the special library has little 
resemblance to the work of the general 
library The  general library, i t  is true, does 
some special library work, and the special 
library often does general library work, but 
i t  is one of the m a h  contentions of special 
library workers that the  special library has 
a distinct fleld and method. 

The second independent session will have 
for i ts  topic: The libnasy as a business 
asset or the earning power of special libra- 
ries. The results of library work a r e  like 
all educational activities, intangible. We 
spend the public money for public libraries 
but no one can show an  exact return The  
business man lms recognized that  results in 
dollars and cents do come from the  library 
and he  spends money freely for this kind 
of service. H e  maintains his special libra- 
ry because he can sec a money return. Just 
how it. is R money-maker through increased 
lrnowledge o r  efflciency will receive detailed 
consideration. 

A joint session will be  held with che 
American Association of Law Libraries, Na- 
tional Association of State Libraries and( 
the Bibliographical Society of America, at 
which the question of legal bibliography 
will be dlscuased. 

The  fourth session will be a j o b t  one 
with thc American Ausociacion of Law 
Libraries and  National Association oi Stace 
Libraries. The  subjects to be discussed a r e  
principally those relating to legidative 
neference and  allied work. 

PROGRAM FOR SPECIAL LIBRARIES 
ASSOCIATION 

Flrst Sess ion  
Thursday, June 27, I?. M. 

Paper: 
The Plan, Scope and Result~l of Special 

Libraries. M. S. Dudgeon, Secretary 
of the Wicconsin Library Commission, 
Formerly chief draftsman of the Legis- 
lative reference department. 

Dlucussion: 
A. G. S. Joaephson, John Crerar Llbra- 

ry, Chicago. 
TV., P. Cutter, Epgineering . Societies Li- 

brary, New Yorlr City. , , 
'Charles McCarthy, Legislative Refer- 

ence Librarian of Wiscorisin. 
Charles B. Galbreath, Secretary of the 

Ohio Constitutional Convention. 
Paper: 

The Boston Coloperatiie Information 
Bureau. 
T. J. Homer, Librariap Social Law Li- 
brary, Boston. 

Second Session. 
Friday, June 28, A. M. 

.Joint session with the  Amerioan Asnocia- 
tion of State Libraries, and Bibliographi- 
cal Society of America. 
Paper : 



SPECIAL LIBRARIES 

The  Legal History of the Province of 
Quebec. 

Prof. F. P. Walton. 
Paper: 

The  Present Statue of Legal Bibliogra- 
phy: General Statement. 

John H. Wigmore. 
Pa per: 

The  Bibliography of the History of Law. 
J .  B. Crossley. 

Paper. 
The Bibliography of Criminology. 

F. W. Jenlrins. 
Paper: 

The  Bibliography of Canadian Law 
Prof. A. McGoun 

Discuss~on: 
Opened by G. E. Wire. 

Third Sess~on. 
Mon,day, July 3 ,  A, M. 
Pa1)er . 

Earning Power of Special Librariefl 
J. N. Handy, Insurance Library Asso- 
ciation, Boston, Mass. 

Paper : 
The Co~nmercial library: An eBciency 

Asset t o  the Business World. 
(Speaker to be announced) 

Discussion: 
R. H. Pack, Secretary and Comptroller 

Toropto Electric Light Co. 
I?. N. Morton, Librarian, United Gas 

Improvement Co., Philadeplhia 
Guy E. Marion, Arthur D. Little, Inc., 

Boston 
Miss Elizabeth Dobbins, Librarian, 

li'ilene Sons, Boston, 
Miss M. S,  Murray, Librarian, Edward 

Accounting liGrary, ~ m e r ~ c a n  Tel. & 
Tel. Co., W. Y. City, 

Question Box. 
G. W. Lee, Librarian, Stone , a d  Web- 

ster, Boston. 

Fourth Session 
Tuesday, July 2, A. M. 

Jo in t  session with the National Associa, 
Association of State Libraries and Ameri- 
oan Association of Law Libraries. 
Raper : 

Bill Drafting 
Jlames McKirdy, Associate Director 

Legielative Reference Dep't, Harris- 
burg, Pa. 

Plager : 
Snags, Stumbling Blocks and Pitfalla 

among the Session Laws. 
Charles J. Babbltt, Massachusetts 
State Library. 

Raper : 
(Subject to be lannounced.) 

John H. Arnold, Librarian Harvard 
Law School, Cambridge, Mass. 

PROGRAM O F  T H E  A. L. A. GENERAL 
MEETINGS A N D  O F  T H E  AFFIL IATED 

ASSOCIATIONS. 
Schedule of Sessions. 

(Subject t o  change) 
Wednesday, June 26. 

Afternoon-Executive Board 
Evening-Preliminary Session. 

Thursday, June 27. 
Morning-First General Session. 
Afternoon-Council; American Ass'n of Law 

Libraries; Special libraries Association. 
Evening-National hss'n of State Libraries; 

Agricultural Libraries Section; Catalog 
Section; Am. Lib. Institute. 

Friday, June 28. 
Morning--Second General Session. 
Afternoon-Joint Session 

American Aasn of Law Libraries 
National Assn of State  Libraries 
Special Libraries Association 
Bibliogr,a,phical Society of America 

Publishing Board 
Children's Librarians Section 
College and Reference Section 
State Library Associatians-Round Table 

Evening-League of Library Commisions ; 
College and Reference Sectlon; Trufl- 
tees' Section. 

Saturday, June 29. 
Morning-qhird Genenal Session 
Afternoon-Drive to  Experimental Farm 

and lun,ch--guests of the  Dominion GOY- 
ernment. 

Evening-League of Library Commisichm; 
Catalog Section; Government Documents 
-Round Table; Bibliographical Society. 

Sunday, June 30. 
Evening--.Library School Dinners. 

Monday, July I. 
Morning-Fourth General Session. 
Afternoon-Council ; Special Libraries Assn ; 

Children's Librarians Section. 
Evening-Fifth General Session. 

Tuesday, July 2. 
Morning-Joint Seasion 

American Assn. of Law Libraries 
National Aasn. of State Libraries 
Special Libraries Association 

Professional Training Section 
Am. Lib. Institute 

Afternoon-Sixth General Seasion 
Evening-Executive Board 

GENERAL SESSIONS. 

Preliminary Session, June 26, Evening 
Addresses of welcome 
Response to  welcome, President of the 

A. L. A. 
Address, Dr. Herbert Putman, Librarian of 

C~n~greas.  
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F i rs t  General Session, June 27, Morning. 
President's Address-The public library: 

"a leaven'd land prepared choice." 
&ports of officers and committees, 
Second General Session, June 28, Morning. 
Publlcity for the sake of informanon- 

Tessa L. Keleo and W. 13, Hatton,  
Publicity for the sake of support-Carl H. 

Milam. 
The breadth m d  limitations of book-buying 

-Walter L. Brown, 
The open door, through the book and the  

library; opportunity for comparison and 
choice; unhampered freedom of c h o i c e  
Jessie Wells and Ch'arles E. McLenegan. 
T h i r d  General Session, June 29, Morning 

(Joint session with Professional craihkng 
section.) 

The asdstQnt and1 t he  boolc-Mary E. 
Hnaelton 

The value of the book to  the public depend- 
ent  upon the ~nrtelllgent discrimination of 
t he  assistant-Edith Tobitt. 

The cfllciency of the library ataff ahd scienti- 
fic management-Adam Strohm. 

What library schools can do for  the profes- 
sion-Chalmers Hadley. 

Discussion : 
Fourth General Sqssion, July 1, Morning. 
"Canada Day" (tentalive program) 
Dominion Day and i t s  associations-Hon, 

George E. Foster, Canadmn Minister of 
Trade and Commerce. 

Conservations in Canada-James tV. Robert- 
son, C. M, G. of the Commission of Con- 
servation. Subect to be treated no t  so 
much from the material point of view )as 
from tha t  of character building. 

Address (Subject not amnounced)-Prof. 
Andrew Macphail, McGi11 university 
Tha Library habit-Dr. George H. Loclce 
F i f th  General Session, July 1, Evening. 

Address-Dr. George E. Vincent, President 
University of Minnesota 

Slxth General Session, July 2, Afternoon, 
Boob advertising: Information as to sub- 

ject ahd scoge of books-Charles B. Roden. 
Rook advelXtising: I l luminat~on as  to  at- 

traction of real books-Gnace Miller 
Business. 

J O I N T  SESSIONS.  
American Assocmtion of Law Libraries, 

Nat~onal  Association of S ta te  Libraries, 
Special Libraries Association and Biblio- 
graphic Society of America will hold a 
j o h ~  session for the discusLsion of "Legal 
bibliography." 

Following IS the tentative program: 
The  legal history of the  Province of Que- 
bec-Prof. F. P Walloni 
The  present status of legal bibliography: 
General statement-Dr. John H. Wigmore. 

The bibliography of history of law-l. B. 
Crossley. 
The bibliography of criminology-F. W 
Jenkins. 
The bibliography or Canadian lam-Prof. 
A. McGoun. 
Discuaeion opened by Ds. G. E. Wire 

The first three above mentioned associations 
will hold a, joint session at which will be 
discussed the  repoit of the committee on 
natioqai legislative reference service ahid 
other macters, Including following pagers; 
Bill D ra f t i ng4an l e s  McKirdy, asst, direc- 
tor. lenislative reference bureau, Harrls- 
burg, Pa. 
Snags, stumbling blocks and picfalls 
among the session 1la.ws-Charles J. Bab- 
bitt. assistant, s tate  library of Massa- 
chusetts,, Boston. 
A paper by John H. Arnold, librariab, 
H~arvard law school, Cambridge, Mass. 
(subject to  be announaeclr later) 
The  Professional training section and the 
mein, body of the  A. L, A, will hold a 
joint session a t  the ihird general sesslon, 
(For topics see un,cler General Sessio',ns) 

N A T I O N A L  ASOClAT lON O F  S T A T E  
L I B R A R I E S ,  

There will he  two join1 sessions as noted 
elsewhem At the independent session 
the following progaa,m 11s planned: 

Address of welcome-Alfred D. DeCelles, 
Library of Parliament, Ottawa. 

Some suggestions relating to co-ogeration 
between legislative refcreb~ce deparlrnents 
-George S. Godard, State Librarian of 
Connecticut. 

Trials and trll~ulations of a document llbra- 
rim-\Villiam R, Reinick, Department of 
public documents, Free Library of Phfla. 

Inderlng and care of l~amphlets i~ a state  
libnwy-Herbert 0. Urigham, State Lib- 
~larian of Ithoile Island. 

Business. 
A series of round ttlblc conference will be 

held, a t  which t he  reports of the  following 
committees will be presented: 
Co-operation between legislative reference 
departments-John 4. Lapp, Chairman. 
Exchange and distribution of state docu- 
mdnts.-Herbert 0. Drigharn, Chairman. 
Legislative reference service. George S. 
Godnrd, Chairman 
Public Archives. T h o n ~ s s  L Montgomery, 
Chairman. 
Publication of a municipal year-book. 
James L. Gillis, Chairman. 
Systematic bibliography of state officl,aJ 
literature. William R. Reinick, Chair i~an.  
Uniformity in preparation and publication 
of session laws. Claarence B. Lester, 
Chairman. 
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L E A G U E  O F  L I B R A R Y  COMMISSIONS.  

F i rst  session. 
Libraries in state  institutions 
Rcport of federal prisons committee 
Committee reliorts: 

City cbarter provisions for  public lib- 
raries 

Library post 
School library systems. 

Second session. 
Cornnuttee reports: 

Publications 
Study outlines 
Lcague year-book. 
Uniform financial reports. 

C O L L E G E  A N D  R E F E R E N C E  SECTION.  

Two sessions will be held. Froin the eigh- 
teen topics suggested for discussion 
'va.rions members of the section, 'it is evi- 
dent tha t  discussion is likely to be ,active. 
Robert K. Shaw, librariau of t he  Worcester 
public library, will lead in the  discussion of 
"A central reference bureau." J. C. M. Han- 

A M E R I C A N  ASSOCIATION O F  L A W  
LIBRARIES.  

There will be  a t  least one independent 
session in additiarl to the two joint ses- 
sions noted elsewhere. The  following 
program is being arranged: 

Address of welcome. H. H. Bligh, K. C. 
Library of Supreme Court, Ottawla. 

Prcsiden,t's address. 
Repoi-t of Treasurer. 
Report of Executive Committee 
Report 01 Special Committees; B~bliography 

o i  bar association proceedings; Diblio- 
gralihy of American statute law; Reprint- 
i i ~ g  of session laws; National legislative 
inforniatiotl service; Lisl of law 1ibra.ries 
and law libaa,rians; Latin-American laws; 
Committee to  confer with t h e  Llbrary of 
Congress on shclf classification ; Lessen, 
ing fees charged by clerks of Federal 
Courts tor col~ies  of oginions; Legal biblio- 
graphical training; Binding. 

Library school trainilng for employees of 
law 1ibi:a.ries-John B. Kaiser, librarian 
of Llle deparlment of economics and socio- 
logy. University of Illino~s. 

Books of the beginnings-Mrs. M. C. Klingel- 
smith, law library, University of Penn- 
sylvania. 

Matters pertaining to law and  legislative 
libraries in Carmda-E. 0. S. Scholefleld, 
legislative library of British Columbia. 

Round Tables: 13iscussion of committee 
reports. "Tentative headings and cross 
references for a subject catalog of Amen- 
can and English 18a,w," recently published 
by the Library of Congress. This will be 
discussed and suggestions for the defilnli- 
tive edition sought. 

son, of the University of bhicago Library, 
will lead in the diacuaslon of "Departmental 
library problems;" Dr. W. K, ,Jewett, will 
present ,a gaper oh "Thc proportion of uni- 
versity library income which should be 
spent on administration;" and Willard 
Austen, of Cornell university library, will 
present a paper on "The rights of all users 
of a university library, and how io preserve 
thein." Other subjecls which may be pre- 
sented are. "Inter-library l ams ;  " "Special 
referer~ce collecLions In ,Cana,dian libraries;" 
"University library advertising," and "The 
circ~ls~t ion of books to university students." 

C A T A L O G  S E C T I O N .  
F ~ r s t  session: 

Sym~osium on subject headings 
A. L. A. List of subject headings-Mary 

J. Briggs, Buffalo public library. 
L. C. List of subject headings-Mary Mc- 

Nair, Library of Congress. 
Round Table discussion: Dl4. E. C. Rich- 

ardson, Dr. G. E. Wire, J. C. M. Hanson 
and others. 

Second session: 
Program not yet announced. 

CHILDREN'S  L IBRARIANS '  SECTION,  
First sesslon: 

T.\'orlc of spbciaJ l~braries  with children. 
With the children in Canada-Mary S. 
Sax, Westmount public library, Montreal. 
C o ~ ~ n t y  work with children-Alice Godard, 

head of childre~l's degartment, public 
library, I-Iagerstown, Md. 

Second session: 
Work with schools. 
Teaching library use in normal and high 

schools-Frank Keller W8alter, vice- 
director of the N. Y. State Library 
school. 

Discussion: 
Dr. S. B. Sinclair, dean of the school for  

teachers, MacDonald college, Ste. Anne, 
Quebec. 

The possibilities of the high school library 
-Mary E. Hall Librarban of the Girl'a 
high school, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Discussion: 
Gllbert 0. Ward, supervisor of high school 

branches, Cleveland, 0. 
General Discusaian. 

SPECIAL L I B R A R I E S  ASSOCIATION 
See Page 125 

PROFESSIONAL T R A I N I N G  SECTION..  

~ u s i n e s s  session followed by an informal 
program: 
The new quarters and resources of the New 

'York State library school--$. K.' Walter. 
Trainmg versus teaching; or the differance 

between training and teaching-Agnes 
Van vallrenburgh. ' 
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A llrojacccd normal course a1 thc Pra t t  Tn- 
bLiLute school -Joselll)in.e A. Rathbone. 

O ~ ~ m r t u n i l ~  for  any school which i s  doing 
new work to set forlh ~ t s  advantage and 
plans, nind gencral di~cussion. 

A G R I C U L T U R A I L  L IBRARIES SECTION.  

Ol~cwlng ndclrcss (speaker not nnnounced) 
Library crtenslon work o,f the  state agri- 

trullul~nl colleges-lvnl. M. Hel~bnrn, 
T~iljrarlnn, Purcluc University. 

Suggcstions ill regard to a policy of ndmih, 
i s l ~ ~ ~ t i o n  01 agricultural college and ex- 
l~cr imont  s la l io~l  1ibra.ries. (Speaker not 
a~lnomicc~d) 

Sonle types of agricultu~-al college and ex- 
periment s t t~t ion libraries. 

Agricullural college and experiment 
sl t~ l ion  libuaries combhed aln~d sepa- 
m l e  L'rom llie University llbrary, but 
under its control Wisconsin college 

of agriculture libraryhclnrence S. 
1-1 ean, Librarian. 

JCxl~orimcat slation library separate 
from Ihc college or university library 
but  under iLu control. 
S b ~ l o  collegc of Washil~gton Library 
-As& Uo'n Dickinson. 
I ~ x ~ ~ e ~ ~ i i n c a l  slation l~b ra ry  consoli- 
rlatctl will1 the  university or college 
1ib1'ary. 
Unlvcrsily 01 Illinois library- Miss 
RIIarg,zrel I-Iulchins, reference depart- 
men t. 
Oregon Agricultural collegc library- 
Mrs Ida A. Kidder, librarian. 

Sympo~iurn  on recent referencc books and 
new lm'loclio~ls of special ~ n t e r e s l  to argl- 
cullural libraries. 
1. New l~erlodicals 
2, Agricullural reteronce books 
3.  Rcfercnce books in che sciences relat- 

ing lo agriculture. 
Thc program for the trustees section has 

n o t  ye t  been announced. 

A M E R I C A N  L I B R A R Y  I N S T I T U T E .  

Two sessions are being arranged. The  
cosl  of library adnlinislration will be con- 
s ldsrcd and papers will be contribmed by 

C. We1lm;ln and Arthur E. Bostwick 

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL S O C I E T Y  O F  
AMERICA 

In addilion to the joiht session elsewhere 
noted there will be obe independelit session, 
with the  following program: 

T h e  literary ourput in French Canada- 
Prof. James  Geddes, Jr.  

T h e  index to Can,sdi.aa documents-L. J .  
Burpee 

Reporls of oflicers and committees. 
Election of officers. 

T H E  SCOPE AND PURPOSES OF SPE- 
C I A L  L IBRARIES.  

M. S. Dudgeon, Secretary Wisconsin Free 
Library Commission. 

The special library is, of course, related 
tc and a development of the gexleral refer- 
ence library. I t  is impossible to fix a bound- 
ary between the flelds occupied by the two 
The efficient modern reference library does 
much work and has much material very 
similar to that  of a special library. On the 
other hand, a sgecial library is often used as 
a general reference library. In t h e  comgari- 
sons ancl contrasts suggested bctween the 
two in this discussion, it must be understood 
in the  first place that  we a re  peaking in the 
most general terms;  and 1n the second 
place that we a r e  not dealing with the func- 
tions of the two in the zone where they 
blend into one another, bu t  are speaking of 
the typical reference library a s  compared 
with the typical s l ~ e c ~ a l  library. 

The Special L ibrary  Arose to Meet a Defi- 
nite Demand. 

When a scientific, sociological or profes- 
sional problem has been fully solved or is 
well on lts may toward solution, some one 
writes a book recording the facts. A sys- 
tematized collection of these books consti- 
tutes n general reference library. Such 
books interest the student alld as  long as he 
remains a mere student, the book is suffi- 
cient. 

When, however, a worker begins to do 
original \!-orli, he must attack problems 
which have not yet reached the stage where 
there aye grinted books dealing wllh them. 
This is true whether the worker 1s an ag- 
gressive alderman, an  intelligent legislator, 
an industnal chemist, o r  an ingenious en- 
giueer. Nothing is so new, however, but 
that some one else has worked on the prob- 
lem or is working on ~ t .  So this worker, 
attacking the solution of the ~roblem, 
aisely demands the latest data In order to 
iniorm hmself  as  to jus t  how far others 
have gone, what  features of the problem 
have been solved, what  work has  been well 
8one, what work needs going over, and what 
mistakes have been made. With little tlme 
in which to do many things, he requires that 
this data lle placed in his hands, although 
it may not be i n  print in  any form. I t  must 
also be ready for instant use. He has no 
time for research work and cannot devote 
his energies to  dlgging out the data The 
research work must  be done by others; the 
data must be  collected, summarized, ana- 
lyzed, grouped and placed In negotiable form 
ready to be transferred to him. In other 
words, he needs a special library. The need 
for  the legislative reference library has been 
thus stated: 

"The difficulty of the legislative problem 
cc~nstantly and  rapidly increases as social 
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and econonlic conditions become more com- 
plex. Indeed the needs of society have be- 
come so varied that a political legislature 
unassisted is  well nigh helpless to meet 
them. * * * It is to be remarked that 
the legislative problems before all civilized 
communities are essentially similar. Every- 
where are groblenls growing out of crime 
and pauperism; marriage and  divorce prob- 
lems; problen~s relating to hours of labor, 
child labor, and wages; various problems 
connected with the relation of labor and 
capital and t he  rights and duties of both; 
problems arising out of insurance, inheri- 
tance, taxation, and the regulation of pub- 
lic service corporations. Wha t  the legisla- 
tor needs to  lcnow is what efforts other 
communities a r e  nlalring to solve these prob- 
l e m  and how they are succeeding, so that 
good measures may be adopted from other 
communities and failures need not be  dupli- 
cated." (Yale Review, Nov. 1907.) 

I t  is  the gnrposc of the general reference 
library to serve, as well as  may be, all per- 
sons interested in any topic within t he  field 
of human knowledge. Tt'has something on 
everything The special library offers to  
this worker all  the best material obtainable 
in some one small subdivision of t he  field 
of human knowledge. It  seeks to give him 
what he needs in concise form, unobscured 
by unimportant details. The  general refer- 
ence library is  in a sense the Jack-of-all- 
trades. The special library i s  the expert in 
one line. Conditions similar to those which 
make i t  necessary for men to  become spe- 
cialists make it necessary for libraries to  
e~ecial ise  

Function of  the Special Library. 

The function of the special library is to  
Celiver to the  busy worker, ready for his 
use, the records of other men's thonght and 
work and experience, in order tha t  there 
may be no duplication of experimental ef- 
fort and no regetition of errors. 

In  order to accomplish this  function, the  
material in the  library, the qualification of 
the librarian, and thc nature of t h e  work 
done, must differ from those of a general 
reference library. 

First. The material required In the special 
library differs from that  found In a gen- 
eral reference library. 
I t  must be borne in mind always that  the  

nork  of the special llbrary is  not t o  dupli- 
cate but to supplement the general refereuce 
library. It should take up the  worlr where 
the general reference library lays i t  down. 
Miss Louise B. Krause, librarian for H. M. 
Byllesby & Co., says on this point: 

"H. M. Byllesby & Co. adopted a t  the  
s tar t  this library policy, which some of you 
recognize as  an aspect of the discussions 
on coordiuation of libraries, in which t he  
American library association is interested: 

W e  will keep our library d o w n  as fa r  a s  
r~ossible to a small working collection or 
books, and our librarian s h a l l  be a go-be- 
tween us and the other  l i b r a r y  facilities 
of the city of Chicago, when  we wan t  in- 
fcrmation not available in o u r  own collec- 
tlon." (Public Libraries, Dec. 1910.)  

If a general reference l i b r a r y  is  within 
reach of those patronizing t h e  special li- 
brary, the special library should  be  stoclrecl 
with the following: 

(1) With printed material  s o  special in  
i ts  nature a s  n ~ t  to be found in the  general 
reference library. 

(2 )  With material found in t h e  general 
referenae library but so i l i t lmately related 
t c  the special librarian's worlr a n d  s o  much 
iu demand tha t  i t  will be f requent ly  needed. 
l 'hls  should be  placed in t he  special  library 
so a s  to be accessible w i thou t  t h e  delay 
incurred in sending to a l i b r a r y  for  it. I t  
will be readily understood t h a t  t h e  more 
Alstant the general ref'erence l ibrary the  
lsrger must  be  the proportion of t h i s  class 
ol' material. 

13) With printed material f ound  i n  some 
form in a general reference l i b r a ry  b u t  re- 
arranged and i n  new form so as to be  mol'e 
readily accessible and usable b y  t h e  worlcer. 
The form must  be such t h a t  a reasonably 
ccmplete collection of ma t e r i a l  upon any 
given topic may be handed to t h e  mquirer 
and cnrrled away by hlm w i t h o u t  difflculty. 
For example, the busy w o r k e r  m a y  be un- 
able t o  stay in the library a n d  look LIB half 
a dozen articles in half a dozen  bound vol- 
Limes of a magazine. H e  m i g h t  be  able, 
3owever, to carry away a ~ ~ H n p h I e t  box in 
which had been placed t he  s a m e  artlcles 
either in the form of r ep r i n t s  o r  in t he  
form of pages removed f rom t h e  periodical. 

(4 )  Wlth material specially prepared for  
special reference worlr of a k i n d  n o t  of ten 
found in print, such as  tabulat,ecl s tat is t ics  
and statements, digests and  summar i e s ,  data 
collected by correspondence, typewri t ten 
translations of valuable f o r e i g n  m a t e r ~ a l ,  
etc., etc, 

As illustrative of what shou ld  be  placed 
in a special library, we quote f r o m  an article 
on t he  legislative reference l i b r a ry  found ill 
the Yale  Review for Nov. 1907:  

"Prior to each session a spec i a l  effort is  
laade to  get  copies of every l aw  on  every 
6ubject which is likely t o  be  leg is la ted  upon 
ar t he  current session. All d a t a  bearing 
upon the success or failure of the  legisla- 
tion enacted in other s t a t e s  a n d  countr ies  
are a l s o  collected. If a m e a s u r e  h a s  falled 
or has been repealed, t h e  r e a s o n s  for t he  
failure or  repeal are sought. I F  it h a s  been 
successful, i ts provisions a r e  careful ly stud- 
ied and analyxed with a v i e w  t o  their 
adaptability to  local needs. 

"Books a re  not always n o r  of ten  up to  
date on current legislation, a n d  hence  let- 
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ters, legal briefs, and articles and clippings 
upon legislative subjects are carefully col- 
lected and classifled. Experts, including both 
university men and men of practical expe- 
rience, are asked to make criticism and 
con~nlent  upon existing legislation. A store 
of critical data has been thus collected. 
Every effort has been made to so classify 
and arrange material as  to render it quickly 
accessible and to place i t  in such form as to 
make i t  understandable to the man who de- 
sires to  make a hurried study of any qnes- 
tion. 

What is wanted 1s not so much a n  exhaust- 
ivo study of a subject as a honcise presan- 
tation of it. A mass of material which 
might be of great value to the university 
man with lelsure to go into a subject in a 
scholarly way would be in too much detail 
to be of use to the legislator in his hurried 
view of the same subject. One of the prob- 
lems in collect~ng the material is  to keep 
i t  concise and to prevent it from growing 
to unnecessarily large progortions." 

Second. The special ilbrarian must have 
special knowledge as well as llbrary 
techn~que. 
A coinmittee of the National Municipal 

League appointed to investigate and report 
upon nlunicipal reference libraries came to 
this conclusion: 

"That tho qualifications for the head of 
such a library should be a liberal education, 
with special training in political science, 
economics, municipal government, and meth- 
ods of organization and administration, and 
bc should be selectecl for merit alone." 

It seems to be conceded tha t  special 
linowledge of the subjects upon which ma- 
terial is  collected and handled is  a pre- 
requmite to special librarianshig. Special 
Llbrarles for Sept. 1911 thus phrases it: 

"The first essential of the ofRce library is 
the person in charge. Special training and 
special q~lalifications are necessary. * * * 
The librarian of an engineering firm needs 
to have training in engineering; for a flnan- 
cia1 institution, training in economics, stn- 
tirtical method, and flnance. In addition to  
this special technical training, however, 
there is needed a knowledge of library 
methods and special capacity for the sys- 
tematic collection, classilication and Index- 
ing of material. This is.a climcult comlbina- 
lion and as  the profession of librarian- 
statistician has not been established, i t  is 
often necessary to take some one who is 
expert in only one of these two flelrls but 
who has t he  capacity of becoming expert 
in the other also," 

Robert H. Whitten 111 a paper read before 
the Special Library Association in New York 
City words i t  thus: 

"The purchase of a lot of books on a par- 
ticular subject cloes not make a specla1 

library. The first essential of a special li- 
brary is a special librarian. Without t he  
librarian the library is dead. The  special 
hbrarian is needed t o  put life into the col- 
lection and make of it a vital, growing, 
vorking force. * * * The librarian of the 
sl ecial library must t ake  an intelligent, ac- 
tlve interest in  the problems to which his 
special collection relates. He must read and 
study many and know the contents of more 
of the lbooks i n  his charge. He must look 
at each problem from the viewpoint of the 
investigator and collect in advance the data 
from every source that  rvlll be wanted for 
its solution!' 

There bas been a somewhat extended dis- 
cussion as to whether the proper process of 
making a special librarian is to take a per- 
son already a trained librarian and glve him 
knowledge of t h e  subject or to take a per- 
son with special knowledge and give him 
library training. 

We have always maintained that no 
amount of technical training can render a 
librarian of a public library efficient unless 
there i s  back of the professional technique 
a fundamental knowledge and understand- 
ing and appreciation of literature and of 
books. The person of literary taste and 
scholarly attainments can acquire sumcient 
library science to make good, while on the 
olher hand a person with abundant tech- 
nical training who has no impulse toward 
Looks can never acquire any literary appre- 
ciation. By a similar course of reasoning 
we are impelled to the conclusion that  i t  
13 more important tha t  the special librarian 
should have an  original taste for and a 
knowledge of the subjects treated in the  
special library than that he be a trained 
librarian. I t  is  easier to teach library tech- 
nique to the specialist than to give special 
knowlege to a librarian without any taste 
for it. But i t  is  equally clear tha t  the per- 
son with special knowledge who undertakes 
to run a special library without regard to 
library teahnique wlll make a sorry failure 
of it. As well try to  run a commercial plant 
without plan or system or booklreeping. 
After all, however, the important consider- 
ation is  that the successful librarian have 
both sl~ecial knowledge and library tech- 
nique, and i t  is  of comparatively little im- 
portance which is first acquired. 
Third. Methods of work of the speclai 

Librarian differ from those of the general 
reference librarian. 
The general reference librarian has ger- 

fcrmed his function when he has acquired 
the material, accessioned, classified, cata- 
logued, and arranged it so that i t  is readily 
accessible to the patron. I am aware tha t  
the modern efficient reference librarian 
often does much more than this: Witness, 
for example, extensive bibliographies. But 
even such work as  this serves only the pur- 




























