





AT LAST!

A COMPREHENSIVE

METALLURGICAL INDEX

WHAT IT IS:

The ASM-ALA Metallurgical Literature
Classification is a subdivided outline of
the entire science of metallurgy that pro-
vides a guide to the filing and indexing of
metallurgical literature and data collec-
tions. It can be used with standard card
indexing and literature filing systems or
with a specially designed punched-card
system. The complete classification outline
and instructions for its use are contained
in a handy 8% x 11 paper-bound booklet,
selling for a dollar.

WHO MADE iT:

The classification was prepared by a
joint committee of the American Society
for Metals and the Special Libraries As-
sociation. Its authority, accuracy and cem-
pleteness have been checked by experts in
all branches of metallurgy.

WHAT DO | NEED?

First, the booklet containing the classi-
fication proper—essential for all purposes
. .. Second, a set of looseleaf worksheets
which provide capacity for the individual
user to expand minor fields, to add new
subjects, and to develop desired sidelines
—essential only for the user who wishes
mote detail than provided in the existing
outline . . . Third, Punched cards and
punched-card equipment—a new and effi-
cient bibliography filing method.

WHERE DO 1 GET IT?

The classification book and the Work-
sheets are available from the American
Society for Metals, 7301 Euclid Ave.,
Cleveland, Ohie. The punched cards and
punched-card equipment may be purchased
from Lee F. Kollie, Inc., 35 East Wacker
Dr.. Chicago 1, 1I1.

For further details, write:

AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR METALS

7301 Euclid Avenve

Cleveland 3, Ohio
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Library Furniture

Avdailable Now!

Sectional and Solid Card Cata-
log Cabinets — Book Trucks —
Magazine Rack—Dictionary
Stand — Wall Bulletin Board
—Stools—Displayers and other
Standard Library Furniture.

Quarter sawed oak in light and
dark finish only.

Expertly made and beautifully
finished to give years of service!
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STOCKTON, CALIF.
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CERTIFIED
LIBRARY BINDERY

~ We're OLD enough to have the “know-how” for
- durable and attractive special library bindings.

We're YOUNG enough to keep our equipment and
" methods in tune with modern library requirements.
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RECOMMEND THESE BOOKS TO YOUR
COMPANY EXECUTIVES

® JULY - AUGUST @

BONDS OF ORGANIZATION
An Appraisal of Corporate Human Relations
By E. WIGHT BAKKE, Director, Yale Labor and Management Center

What are the forces and factors that underly good teamwork within a busi-
ness organization? This book reports a pioneering study of a large organization
from which emerged a new and basic concept of what the “bonds of organiza-
tion” really are. Shedding new light on the dynamics of industrial relations,
it is “worthy of a treasured place in the bookshelves of forward-looking
industrial relations and personnel executives.”-—NAM NEWS. $4.00

INDUSTRY’S UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Achieving Sound Industrial Relations and Fair Employment

By SARA E. SouTHALL, Formerly Industrial Relations Executive, Interna-
tional Harvester Company. Foreword by FOWLER MCCORMICK.

How to get such minority groups as Negroes into harmonious working
adjustment with other employees is becoming increasingly important to sound
personnel practice. In detailing the policy which has been successfully em-
ployed in numerous companies toward this end, this book makes “an out-
standing contribution to the history of industrial relations and to the cause
of fair employment in the United States.”—LAWRENCE A. APPLEY, President,
American Management Association, Inc. $2.50

PUBLIC RELATIONS IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY

By Louts B. LUNDBORG, Vice President, The Bank of America

“The best book on Public Relations which this observer has seen up to
now.”—ALVIN E. Dopp, Honorary President, American Management Associa-
tion. A frequently neglected but essential aspect of good public relations is
here fully considered for the first time. The author explains why any organi-
zation stands to profit from a “good neighbor policy” in its local community,
and gives numerous specific examples of how such a policy can be put into
practice. $3.00

BUSINESS LETTERS
Third Revised Edition

By WALTER K. SMART, Emeritus Professor of English, and Louis WILLIAM
McKELVEY, Professor of Business Writing, Northwestern University

A new revision of one of the most successful and effective books of its
kind available. Incorporating much new illustrative material, the book
explains in detail the basic principles and forms for every kind of business
correspondence, and contains hundreds of sample letters representing the best
practice of progressive firms. “A complete and modern guide to the writing of
all types of business letters.”—PUBLISHERS’ WEEKLY. $5.00

—_———
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HARPER & BROTHERS ® 49 East 33rd St. @ New York 16, N. Y.
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Widening Horizons

The present International Relations Committee of Special Li-
braries Association can report that its major activity — that of
acquainting special librarians in foreign countries with the aims,
techniques and accomplishments of SLA and its membership has
definitely been accomplished.

One of the results of this accomplishment was seen last year
when the July-August issue of SPECIAL LIBRARIES was devoted
exclusively to articles of an international character. Our foreign
colleagues responded so generously at that time to requests for
material that lack of space precluded tne publication of all that
was received. This material was considered too interesting and too
informative to be discarded, however, and accordingly, a second
international issue was planned.

The International Relations Committee has for some time an-
ticipated the possibility of taking part in or promoting some formal
plan that will bring groups of working librarians from specialized
fields to this country. Such a congress could make an invaluable
contribution to an enlarged and more unified concept of special
librarianship. It is hoped that this idea will take tangible form in
the not-too-distant future.

In the meantime, the Chairman of the International Relations
Committee and the Editor of SPECIAL LIBRARIES take pleasure in
presenting to the readers this second issue of international scope
which they hope will help to cement to some degree the growing
bond of international professional unity.

ELEANOR S. CAVANAUGH, Chairman,
International Relations Committee.
ALMA C. MITCHILL, Editor
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KARL EMERIK OLSONI

Some Libraries and Library
Problems in Finland

Dr. Olsoni is Director, Publication
and Library Department, State Insti-
tute for Technical Research, Helsinki,
Finland.

LL FINNS READ, as should be ex-
A pected in a country which is one
of the oldest democracies of the world
and where the educational standard is
very high. In total book production,
Finland stood thirteenth among the na-
tions, while the United States was
eighth in 1940. (See Union Catalogs in
the United States edited by Robert B.
Downs, Chicago, ALA. 1942, pp. 79-
82.) This fact is an impressive one for
a country the size of Montana and with
the population of Massachusetts. The
present production is about 3000 new
titles, 1200 periodicals and 500 news-
papers a year.!

Fundamentally, library problems are
universal. The amount of knowledge to
be mastered and brought to library
patrons is practically the same every-
where. But in a small country like Fin-
land the problems are sometimes more
acute and more pressing.

The war and reconstruction after the
war brought the problems of libraries
into focus with the sharpness of an
emergency and made wider circles

1 Recent articles about Finnish libraries in
English:

Tudeer, L. O. Th.,, The Scientific Libraries
of Finland, 1939-1946.

Kannila, H., The Public Libraries of Fin-
land, 1939-1946.

Niemi, Taisto John, reviews in the Library
Quarterly for January 1949, p. 75, the presant
situation, on the basis of Finnish library re-
ports.
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aware of the importance and indispens-
ability of libraries. Industry was taxed
especially by war demands, and after
the war, by production problems to sat-
isfy reparations and to serve reconstruc-
tion. Finland had to change its indus-
trial structure to new fields, especially
as heavy industry expanded. Finland
discovered through costly experience
how important libraries are. During the
war libraries had to be evacuated to
safer places and the principle important
technical library was lost through bomb-
ing. This was the Library of the Fin-
land Institute of Technology in Hel-
sirki with about 80,000 volumes, con-
sisting mainly of irreplaceable scientific
and technical periodicals and serial sets.
It was the only technical library of im-
portance in Finland. Only 800 volumes
were saved. It was a nerve-racking and
most difficult problem to evacuate books
in such a way that they would still be
accessible.

Replacement of Losses

The second great problem was the
replacement not only of the losses, but
of the great gaps resulting from the fact
that very few foreign books could be
acquired since 1939. This is a difficult
task as every librarian well knows, but
it is especially so when funds are lack-
ing and when currency difficulties and
other restrictions complicate it. There
is a feeling of optimism in Finland at
present since the situation has steadily
improved since the war. The lack of
space is probably the number one prob-
lem now. Finland has been very fortu-
nate in receiving generous gifts from
the United States through the Ameri-
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can Book Center and other agencies, as
well as through individuals. This kind
of help is most encouraging to a coun-
try which has decided to cope with it
difficulties as it has coped with its debts.
The Library of Congress and the New
York Public Library, to mention two
individual institutions, have played an
important role in this work.

However, the lack of literature, espe-
cially in the field of science and tech-
nology, is still enormous and the needs
are great. As an example of existing
gaps it may be mentioned that the En-
gineering Index is available only from
1946 to date in any Finnish library.
The American Information Centre in
Helsinki, a most useful and excellent
institution and a library of great impor-
tance, has the 1945 volume. But that is
all in the whole of Finland. The tech-
nology of Finland must work at pres-
ent without this fundamental tool.

Interlibrary Cooperation

Since Finland is a small country, it is
absolutely imperative that the main
scientific and other larger libraries serve
the nation as a whole and not only their
paternal institutions such as univers-
ities, societies, research institutes, etc.;
they do this essentially on a basis of
equality. Interlibrary loans throughout
Finland are a necessity; every book
brought in to the country must reach
every possible patron. It is a matter of
economic necessity. This necessity has
in practice brought about arrangements
somewhat like those established by the
Farrington Plan. The different branches
of the sciences and of the humanities
are divided broadly between the major
libraries. The main cooperative tool is
the printed catalog of foreign accessions
in the most important scientific libra-
ries, (Tieteellisten Kirjastojen Lisaluet-
telo. 1929) published continuously. This
catalog and the corresponding Swedish
catalog are the main tools for locating
materials in the libraries of Finland and
Sweden. The generous and extensive in-
terlibrary cooperation with the excellent
libraries in Sweden has been of im-
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mense value. This cooperation between
the Scandinavian countries makes all
Scandinavian material available to all
The development of microfilm and
photostat has made this intercountry
use of material still more effective and
the airplane has made it quick. The use
of photostat and microfilm is propor-
tionately very great and is increasing.
The national bibliographies are of high
quality. The published catalogs of ac-
cessioned books make it easy for small
libraries to locate books. The main dif-
ficulty, as always with current bibliogra-
phies, lies in getting them published in
time and at present, of course, in cov-
ering the backlog accumulated during
wartime. To cover this gap and to as-
sist the patrons, all the major scientific
libraries and special libraries publish
weekly or monthly accession lists of the
same type as the ones issued by the
Science Museum in London. These lists
not only assist the patrons but aid libra-
rians in their acquisition work, where
the great problem is to decide what
books to buy and which to eliminate
and how to secure the most for the
money. It is a different situation from
that in the great American libraries,
where the question is: Do we have
everything worth while? The Finnish
problem is utmost selectivity, the Amer-
ican, relative completion.

Abstracting Journals

All the main technical and scientific
periodicals and serials print abstracts
or references of their articles generally
in English. They are also classified ac-
cording to the Universal Decimal Classi-
fication. They can be ordered in card
form (3 x 5) like the Engineering index
cards from the Teknika Literaturrills-
kapet in Stockholm (Swedish equiva-
lent of the Special Libraries Associa-
tion). These cards cover all material of
importance in technical fields published
in Sweden and partly published in Fin-
land. Both in Denmark and in Norway,
cards are published in much the same
way but they include also foreign ma-
terial in those countries. These tools, to-
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