




PLAN and SPECIFY modern functional bookstack equipment 

'1 

:--- Library Furniture 

Available Now! 

Sectional and Solid Card Cata- 

L 
lop; Cabinets -Book Trucks - 

Sectional Cabinet 
composed of - 

5-Drawer Section 
Sliding Shelf 
15-Drawer Section 
Leg Base 

~ i g a z i n e  Rack-Dictionary 
Stand- Wall Bulletin Board 
-Stools-Displayers and other 
Standard Library Furniture. 

Quarter sawed oak in light and 
dark finish only. 

Expertly made and beautifully 
finished to give years of service! 

~ 
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Now Auuiluble! 

SPECIAL LIBRARIES 
ASSOCIATION 

March 10, 1951 

Now, AT LONG LAST, an up-to-date 
Directory of Members of Special Li- 
braries Association is off the press. 
Section I contains an alphabetical 
list of members together with ad- 
dresses and the special membership 
code designating type of member- 
ship, Chapter and Division affiliation. 

The second section of this useful 
publication lists in alphabetical order 
the thousands of organizations, with 
addresses, where members are em- 
ployed. Through numbers used as 
cross reference, you can locate quick- 
ly the business affiliation of those 
persons who use a home address for 
mailing purposes. 

Planographed. 296 pages. 
August, 1951. 

Price: $4.00 

Order your copy totlay 

Special Libraries Association 
31 EAST TENTH STREET 

NEW YORK 3, N .  Y. 

IN THIS ISSUE . . . 
SPECIAL LIBRARIES turns for a mo- 

ment to the library scene outside the 
United States. 

The only exception to this general 
theme, aside from the regular features, 
is CHESTER LEWIS' clear and forceful 
analysis of the information services pro- 
vided by many libraries. This probing 
article is certain to set many a librarian 
and business executive pondering over 
his company's "information rating." 

On the foreign scene, DR. MARY DUN- 
CAN CARTER'S survey of special libraries 
in the Near East is interesting and in- 
formative reading. Her comments on li- 
braries in Egypt, Iran and Turkey are 
based on first-hand observation, and as 
such merit your attention. 

The Army Library Service in over- 
seas areas is the subject of an article by 
DOROTHY SARGENT and MARY PARKER. 
Their description of the Perm Base Li- 
brary on Guam and the daily problems 
with which they must cope will provide 
the reader with a clearer picture of what 
is required of and received by the army 
librarian. 

PROFESSOR DR. PRINZHORN, librarian 
of the Institute of Economic Research, - 
Bremen, Germany, expresses the Euro- 
pean viewpoint in his challenging article 
on bibliographic control. Dr. Prinzhorn 
is not among those who throw up their 
hands in despair at the mention of the 
term "bibliographic control." Rather, he 
advances a method by which the strug- 
gle to harness the great mass of pub- 
lished material can be continued. You 
may agree or disagree with his theories, 
but it is certain that you will read with 
interest what he has to say. 

On the lighter side is Souvenir de 
Paris, a short piece dealing with a libra- 
rian's holiday in Paris. This fictitious 
account of the adventures of one Mr. 
Tarps stands, we admit, in sharp con- 
trast to the more serious contributions 
in this issue. Such contrast, however, may 
serve only to make it more welcome. 

Remember, this is your magazine. 
Send us your comments, good or bad, 
together with any suggestions you may 
have for improvements. And, in any 
event, good reading! 
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I Recommend These Books 
To Your Company Executives 

I SEPTEMBER 
1 

ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS 
I by IRVIN GRAHAM, Account Executive, Roberts & Reimers, and Instructor in Adver- 

tising, City College of New York 
Advertising managers, sales executives and advertising agencies alike will find this book 
invaluable-the first volume to deal with the overall advertising campaign as an 
integrated operation in the promotion of sales. Here all the problems that confront the 
seasoned ad man are discussed in detail -charting of basic policies, selection of an 
agency, assignment of an advertising budget, what media to use for specific goals, and 
the various advertising techniques. The author then ties together all of these elements 
to show the use of each in developing the total strategy and conduct of the advertising 
campaign. "One of the most comprehensive studies of what goes into an advertising 
campaign that I have ever seen." - JULES B. SINGER, Federal Advertising Agency, Inc. 

Coming October 3rd. $5.00 

GOALS AND STRATEGY IN  COLLECTIVE BARGAINING 
by FREDERICK H. HARBISON, Executive Officer, Industrial Relations Center, University of 

Chicago, and JOHN R. COLEMAN, Assistant Professor of Economics, M.I.T. 

What are the criteria by which we may judge whether union-management rela- 
tions are constructive and productive? That is the central question of this inquiry, 
based on experiences ranging from armed truce to active cooperation in over one 
hundred industrial organizations. In light of current developments, the authors 
chart a long-range course for the strategy and goals of collective bargaining, 
aimed at  once to strengthen corporate activities, provide an incentive to better 
management, and benefit the worker as an individual and union member. $2.50 

HOW TO READ THE FINANCIAL NEWS 
by C. NORMAN STABLER, Financial Columnist, New York Herald Tribune 

An invaluable reference for every business library. Here are clear and authorita- 
tive explanations of every item that appears in the financial section of a news- 
paper - exchange listings, crop reports, puts and calls, commodity markets, bond 
and stock issues, rates of exchange, operations of the Federal Reserve System. 
The author not only explains the technical language of finance, but shows its 
direct relation to world events and to the structure of industry, business and 
agriculture. Includes a roster of the "alphabetical" agencies operating in the 
business world, and a dictionary of current financial terms. $1.50 

PATTERN FOR INDUSTRIAL PEACE 
by WILLIAM F. WHYTE, Professor, New York State School of Industrial and Labor Relations, 

Cornell University 

"Read it  for drama, suspense, conflict, and action. Read it for a clear, concise, 
and undogmatic report of a triumph in industrial understanding. Pattern for 
Industrial Peace . . . is an easy-to-read, thought-full history of the progress of 
union-management relations in one relatively small plant -a progress from bitter 
antagonisms and suspicion to mutual respect and self-interested cooperation . . . 
its inspiring record should help speed (the) conversion from industrial war to 
industrial cooperation." - Christian Science Monitor. $3.50 

Write for free catalog of 
"Harper Books on Industrial Relations and Personnel Problems" 

AT YOUR BOOKSTORE OR FROM 

I 419 E ~ S +  33rd s+. HARPER & BROTHERS ~ e w  ~ o r k  16, N. Y. 

Please Mention Special Libraries When Answering Advertisements 



Special Libraries in the Near East 

Dr. Carter was formerly Regional Li- 
brarian, United States Libraries in the 
Near East. 

I N THE NEAR EAST, special libraries 
are almost as old as recorded his- 

tory. Clay tablets dating back to six 
thousand years before Christ have been 
unearthed at Nippar, Babylonia. These 
were the reading materials of an ancient 
special library where the clay tablets 
were kept for reference and study in a 
building specially designed for their 
preservation and use. The cuneiform 
tablets themselves dealt with commer- 
cial, legal and sacerdotal affairs. 

Archaeologists have found a refer- 
ence to the library of Khufu (Cheops), 
the man for whom the Great Pyramid 
was built thousands of years ago. Ram- 
esis I1 of Egypt, who lived from 1300 
to 1236 B.C., owned a famous library in 
Thebes, referred to as "the dispensary 
of the mind." Pisistratus is credited with 
the establishment of the first library in 
Greece about 550 B.C., though the most 
famous libraries of Greek ant iqui ty  
were founded in Alexandria, Egypt, by 
the Ptolomies (323-221 B.C.) and total- 
ly destroyed by fire in 391 A.D. 

The Moslem-Arab Empire had its li- 
braries in the twelfth century when it 
was the fashion for caliphs, princes and 
governors to act as patrons of science 
and learning, to found libraries and to 
foster the production of books. The 
Moslems are credited with the knowl- 
edge of the use of paper which came by 
way of Bysantium and Spain. As early 
as 794 A.D., a paper mill was operating 
in Bagdad. In Constantinople, a revival 
of literary studies was developed from 
1261 until 1453, when the city fell to 
the Turks. 

I t  is a far cry from these beginnings 

of library consciousness in the Fertile 
Crescent, known as the Near East, to 
modern special  l ibrar ies  in Turkey, 
Iran and Egypt. During the past few 
years I have visited many libraries in 
this area. From these, I have selected 
examples which should be of interest to 
special librarians familiar with modern 
standards for the collection, arrange- 
ment and housing of special materials 
for effective use. 

Special Libraries in Turkey 

The development of modern libraries 
in Turkey began in 1928, at about the 
same time the modern alphabet was in- 
augurated. Copies of all the books pub- 
lished since then are housed in the Pub- 
lications Department of the Ministry of 
Education, Turkey's equivalent of our 
Copyright Division of the Library of 
Congress. 

The majority of special libraries un- 
der government control are located in 
the capital city of Ankara. Among these 
are libraries in the Ministries of Com- 
merce, Labor and National Defense, the 
Military College, the Mining Research 
Institute, Ankara University's Facul- 
ties of Languages, Political Science, 
Agriculture, Science and the College of 
Teachers. Many of them have been ad- 
ministered by trained librarians since 
the Ministry of Education sponsored a 
library school in the Faculty of Lan- 
guages at Ankara University under the 
direction of Adnan  tii ikon. From 1941 
to 1950 about one hundred and fifty 
librarians were graduated. The library 
training course was discontinued be- 
cause there is no legislation in Turkey 
guaranteeing the status of the profes- 
sion of librarianship. This has limited 



recruitment and placement of trained cated on an upper floor of the Parlia- 
librarians. ment building. I t  contains about one 

The Upper Agricultural School Li- 
brary at Ankara University is housed 
on the second floor of a modern build- 
ing. The main reading room has a seat- 
ing capacity of ninety; the enrollment 
is one thousand. The library, established 
in 1933, has a collection of approxi- 
mately sixty thousand volumes in Turk- 
ish, German, French and English. Al- 
though the present English collection is 
small, there is increasing interest in 
books in this language. Volumes are for 
both reference and circulation. 

The Political Science School Library 
at Ankara University serves about five 
hundred students who have been care- 
fully selected for different branches of 
the civil service. The collection of ap- 
proximately thirty-five thousand vol- 
umes is mainly in the fields of social 
science, economics, finance, law, includ- 
ing international law, and public admin- 
istration. Within recent years the classi- 
fication has been changed to the Dewey 
Decimal System. Books circulate to both 
professors and students, although there 
is also a reference collection. On the 
wall of the reading room hangs a quota- 
tion of President Inonii's : 

I t  is impossible to discover 
and to learn by instinct alone. 
Investigation, knowledge and 
experience must be acquired 
by each individual reader. 

The Teachers' College Library occu- 
pies a building in which all the student 
teachers are lodged. It contains about 
sixteen thousand volumes, 50 per cent 
in modern Turkish, 10 per cent in Eng- 
lish and the remainder in French. The 
reading room is small; it seats only forty 
of the six hundred student teachers. 
Readers may therefore borrow books 
for an hour every day and may read 
them anywhere in the building. The li- 
brarian remarked that Building America 
was of particular interest to the readers. 

The National Assembly Library is lo- 

hundred thousand volumes in the fields 
of law, political science and history in 
many languages. All official Turkish pub- 
lications are included in this collection 
as well as numerous government docu- 
ments, magazines and newspapers from 
other countries. There is a long file of 
the Journal Asiatique covering one hun- 
dred and twenty-five years. This library 
is also the depository for the publica- 
tions of the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace. 

When I visited this library five years 
ago, there was a prominent display of 
American publications on one of the 
reading room tables. Among them, I 
found: a six-months old Life, fairly re- 
cent copies of Newsweek and Time, a 
four-months old Atlantic Monthly, a 
five-months old American City, and a 
copy of Father Divine's New Day! 

On this same visit I was shown a 
nine hundred year old manuscript of a 
poem written in Persian by a Turkish 
poet, Mis Ammod Al-Hasani. This was 
just one of the hallowed manuscripts 
in the collection. 

It seems to me that special libraries 
in Ankara are developing rapidly,  
lodged adequately and placed in charge 
of trained librarians cognizant of mod- 
ern methods. 

In contrast to the relatively new city 
of Ankara, built as the capital by the 
first president of the Turkish republic, 
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, the antiquity 
and charm of Istanbul creates an indeli- 
ble impression. Here is a city rich in 
old manuscripts, many of them in the 
ancient univers i ty  l ib ra ry  of Siiley- 
maniye Kiituphanesi; other MSS remain 
in mosque libraries which are now used 
as public reading rooms. 

Before considering modern special li- 
braries, it is pleasant to pause at the 
gateway of the Koga Rogib Pasha Li- 
brary, founded some two hundred and 
fifty years ago. Over the entrance there 
is an inscription in ancient Turkish 
which reads: Here are Precious Books. 
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