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SPECIAL LIBRARIES presents a group
of articles upon the timely subjects of
atomic energy, electronics, and radio-
biology as applied to the library pro-
fession.

FrRep E. CroxTON and G. E. RaAN-
DALL, who are both at the Atomic En-
ergy Commission’s Oak Ridge plant,
have joined forces to produce an excel-
lent piece dealing with “Your Collection
of Atomic Energy Literature.” If your
collection in this important subject field
has been causing any undue trouble we
suggest that you read this article. It
may not solve all of your problems, but
it will provide some very able assistance.

In his discussion of the electronics
laboratory library maintained by the U.
S. Navy at San Diego, California, WiL-
LiaM E. JORGENSEN may well arouse the
envy of many of his fellow librarians.
One of the strongest technical libraries
on the West Coast, this laboratory libra-
ry is concerned primarily with the ap-
plication of electronics to problems of
naval warfare. No effort has been spared

to make it the best library in its field.

A third article, dealing with subject
indexing in radiobiology, is the work of
MELVIN B. MorGaN. Pointing out some
of the shortcomings of existing methods,
he goes on to present a proposal for a
unified system.

Having established a theme for this
issue we are then at liberty to depart
from it. EL1zABETH FERGUSON’S “Memo
on Writers and Special Librarians” is
indeed a provocative departure. This
brief piece is intended to stimulate in-
terest, so don't hesitate to send in your
comments.

On the subject of comments, we were
pleased to note the favorable response
created by the September issue. If you
have a suggestion as to what you would
like to see in SPECIAL LIBRARIES write
to SLA headquarters or to the Editorial
Governing Board expressing your de-
sires. This is your magazine; you may
think it is a good magazine—and it is—
but it could always be better. YOU can
make it better! Think it over.

Poriabde PHOTO-COPIER

End drudgery of @

longhand-copving and Contoura-copy {ull-
proof-reading notes.@®@ page graphs. charts,
Contoura-copied maps, prints or parts
manuscripts and docu-@ of pages., stamps,
ments are letter-per~- signatures, from
fect, need no check-@ books that can’t be
in

8. taken from library.
® &0 0 00

Used by librarians at University of Alabama, Beloit, Con-
necticut, Cornell, Duke, Florida, Georgia, Haverford,
Ilinois, lowa State, Kentucky, Loyola, Maryland, Miami,
Michigan, Mt. Holyoke, Nebraska, North Carolina, North
Carolina State, Notre Dame, Oregon, Pennsylvania,
Rensselaer, Rutgers, Smith, Southern lllinois, Stanford,
Union, Vassar, Washington State, and Yale, it's truly
PORTABLE; fits in briefcase; makes clear copies for only
7¢c; needs no darkroom and affords time and money sav-
ings. Models as low as $39.00. Write for FREE FOLDER
today.

Contoura-copy ex-
or entire
duplicate volumes. pages up to 817 x
Copy passages fromg@ 14”7, from non-circu-
rare or single copy lating books without
editions for reserve@ lugging heavy vol-
book shelf. umes to photo copy
@ company.

missing  or
damaged pages fromg@ cerpts.

Replace

F. G. LUDWIG Associates

17 PEASE ROAD WOODBRIDGE, CONN.

Please Mention Special Libraries When Answering Advertisements



Special Libraries

OFFICIAL JOURNAL OF THE SPECIAL LIBRARIES ASSOCIATION
Copyright 1951 by Special Libraries Association

Editorial Governing Board

ALma CLARVOE MITCHILL,
Chairman

DoRA RICHMAN
EDITH STONE
Managing Editor

HARRY R. SNOWDEN, JR.

Advertising Manager

MRS. KATHLEEN B. STEBBINS

SLA OFFICERS, 1951-52

GRIEG ASPNES, President
Brown & Bigelow
St. Paul 4, Minnesota
ELIZABETH FERGUSON,
First Vice-President and
President-Elect
Institute of Life Insurance
New York 22, New York

ELEANOR V. WRIGHT
Second Vice-President
Chrysler Corporation
Detroit 31, Michigan
FrReEDERIC C. BATTELL,
Secretary
Minnesota & Ontario Paper Co.
Minneapolis 2, Minnesota
MARTIN Lorrus, Treasurer
International Monetary Fund
& International Bank for
Reconstruction & Development,
Washington 25, D. C.

DIRECTORS

ESTELLE BRODMAN
U. S. Army Medical Library
Washington 25, D. C.
MRrs. LuciLe L. KEck
Joint Reference Library
Chicago 37, Illinois
ROBERT E. GRAYSON
New York Herald Tribune
New York 18, New York
M. MARGARET KEHL
School of Library Science
Drexel Institute
Philadelphia 4, Pennsylvania
KENNETH H. FAGERHAUGH
John Crerar Library
Chicago 1, Illinois
GERTRUDE Low
John Price Jones Co., Inc.
New York 7, New York
MRS. ELIZABETH W. OWENS,
Immediate Past-President
Mercantile Trust Co.
St. Louis 1, Missouri

CONTENTS

VOLUME 42 NovEMBER 1951 NUMBER 9

ARTICLES

Your Collection of Atomic Energy Litera-
ture, Fred E. Croxton and G. E. Randall 329

The U. S. Navy Electronics Laboratory

Library, William E. Jorgenson . . . 332
A Memo on Writers and Special Libra-
rians, Elizabeth Ferguson . . . . . 334
Subject Indexing in Radiobiology,
Melvin B. Morgan . . . . . . . 337
Standardization in Library Work and
Documentation, Janet Doe . . . . 338
SPECIAL LIBRARIES ASSOCIATION
Constitution and By-Laws . . . . . 339
Officers, Chairmen and Representatives,
1951-1952 . . . . . . . . . . 344
Tribute to a Gentle Gentleman: Morris
Schrero, E. H. McC. . . . . . . . 348
FEATURES
From the President’s Desk, No. 2 . . . 339
Chapter and Division Highlights . . . 349
Have YouHeard . . . . . . . . . 351

Indexed in Industrial Arts, Public Affairs
Information Service, and Library Literature

The articles which appear in SPECIAL LIBRA-
RIES express the views of the authors, and do
not necessarily represent the opinion or the
policy of the editorial staff and publisher.

SPECIAL LIBRARIES published monthly September to April,
with bi-monthly issues May to August, by The Special Libraries
Association. Publication Office, Rea Building, 704 Second Ave.,
Pittsburgh 19, Pa. Address all communications for publication
to editorial offices at 31 East Tenth Street, New York 3, N. Y.
Subscription price: $7.00 a year; foreign $7.50; single copies,
75 cents. Entered as second-class matter February 5, 1947, at
the Post Office at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, under the Act of
March 8, 1879. Acceptance Jor mailing at special rate of postage
provided for in the Act of February 28, 1925, authorized Febru-
ary 5, 1947



To be published November 14th

THE INVESTMENT COMPANY -
AND THE INVESTOR

by RUDOLPH L. WEISSMAN, Vice President, Franklin Cole & Co., Inc. Author of “The
New Wall Street,” etc.

What is the purpose of the investment company? How does it function? Here a well-
known authority on finance explains the operation of this new and increasingly popular
form of investment management, and the possibilities it opens to both large and small
investors. The discussion covers early experience with this type of investment; the
record of some of the leading companies today; and the policies and results achieved by
the two major types of organization — the “closed-end” and the “open-end” company.
Investors, students, and practitioners in this field will agree that “in providing a wealth
of pertinent information on this popular financial phenomenon with objectivity, intelli-
gence, and understanding, Mr. Weissman . . . has rendered a signal public service.” —
A, WILFRED MAY, Executive Editor, The Commercial & Financial Chronicle. $3.50

B
HUMAN FACTORS IN MANAGEMENT

1951 Revised Edition
Edited by SCHUYLER DEAN HOSLETT, Professor, School of Business and Public Administration,

Cornell University.
The first edition of this book was hailed as “one of the important business publi-
cations of our time on the human problems that have developed between the
executive and the worker.” — California Personnel Management Association,
Bulletin. ‘This greatly enlarged revision — virtually a new book — now assem-
bles the most significant findings of recent years on the problems of human
relations in leadership, supervision, training, personality adjustment, labor-
management relations, and productivity. Coming November 14th. $4.00

ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS

by IRVIN GRAHAM, Account Executive, Roberts & Reimers

“One of the most comprehensive studies of what goes into an advertising cam-
paign that I have ever seen . . . an excellent addition to every advertising man’s
library, whether he is a newcomer to the field or an old hand.” — JULES B. SINGER,
Federal Advertising Agency, Inc. The only recent work to deal with methods of
coordinating the numerous phases of advertising and selling into an integrated
program, directed toward a specific objective. $5.00

GOALS AND STRATEGY IN COLLECTIVE BARGAINING

by FReEDERICK H. HARBISON, University of Chicago, and JoHN R. COLEMAN, M. L. T.

“Students of collective bargaining will be indebted to Harbison and Coleman for
this provocative analysis of types of union-management relationships, based on
first-hand research and other published case studies, and for their attempt to
define ‘constructive’ collective bargaining in terms of its consistence with the
goals of a free society.” — CHARLES A. MYERS, Professor of Industrial Relations,

M. I. T. $2.50

AT YOUR BOOKSTORE OR FROM

a9 East 33rd st. HARPER & BROTHERS  new vork 16, N. v.

Please Mention Special Libraries When Answering Advertisements




Your Collection of

FrRep E. CROXTON
G. E. RANDALL

Atomic Energy Literature

Mr. Randall is Assistant Chief of the
Reference Branch and Mr. Croxton
supervises the Bibliography Unit within
the Reference Branch, Technical Infor-
mation Service, USAEC, Oak Ridge Na-
tional Laboratory, Oak Ridge, Tenn.

EW, IF ANY, special literature col-

lections, even in the rapidly ex-
panding fields of science, are as young
as the atomic energy collection. Interest
in the properties of atomic and sub-
atomic particles originated just before
the turn of the twentieth century with
the work of Roengten, Becquerel and
the Curies. Each succeeding year saw
an increased number of items added to
the collection until the secrecy required
by World War II resulted in an agree-
ment by the American scientific press
to cease publication of such research in
1941. The announcement of the first
prodigious result of the closeted re-
search, the single plane mission over
Hiroshima, startled the world on Au-
gust 6, 1945. The curiosity of the lay
and scientific minds, whetted by this
announcement, was first appeased by
the almost immediate publication of the
Smythe report!.

Almost at once the subject of atomic
energy became exceedingly popular and
articles on all of its phases appeared
throughout the literature. Many of these
were non-technical papers written for
the layman. The scientific remainder
has been published as books, journal
articles and separates.

L Smythe, H. D. Atomic Energy for Military
Purposes. The Official Report on the Develop-
ment of the Atomic Bomb under the Auspices
of the United States Government, 1940-1945.
Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1945.

Publication of Separates

In this paper, the authors are prima-
rily concerned with the separates pub-
lished by the U. S. Atomic Energy
Commission, although they are aware of
the appreciable amount of information
pertinent to the program which is avail-
able from other sources such as the
United Nations Atomic Energy Com-
mission and the Naval Research Sec-
tion of the Library of Congress.

The publication of separates by the
Atomic Energy Commission was re-
quired by the desires of authors to dis-
seminate and the needs of users to obtain
data faster than was possible through
the normal publication channels. Inspite
of the large number of these separates,
especially now that a major part of the
basic data has been published, the peri-
odical literature will continue to be an
important source of information on nu-
clear science, and the librarian, being
experienced in the utilization of infor-
mation in this medium, will have little
trouble in exploiting it.

The separates, comprising the litera-
ture emanating from the Atomic Energy
Commission, may present, however,
some problems to the librarian. They
vary from blueprints to pocket size re-
ports; they range from a single page to
several hundred. Some have no covers
and are bound with a single staple. The
clarity of the printing varies from
blurred mimeograph to the best of off-
set printing. The subject matter in-
cludes the fields of genetics, organic
chemistry, laboratory construction, nu-
clear physics, prospecting, ore treat-
ment, the characteristics of electronic
circuits, and many other curiously ap-
plied topics. Included in the literature
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is writing on many different levels.
Some are hastily written papers to re-
lease new bits of information while
others are carefully composed master-
pieces of scientific exposition.

Varying Series

One of the operating principles of the
Atomic Energy Commission has been
to obtain contractual and cooperative
agreements with established agencies to
perform research and production func-
tions in the fields in which they spe-
cialize. The multiplicity of sources, oc-
casioned by the breadth of subject cov-
erage, contributes to the difficulties of
handling the reports. Each issuing in-
stallation uses its own report number-
ing system or systems. Basically, this is
the use of initials indicative of the issu-
ing installation followed by a sequential
number. Thus, the report numbered
BNL-412 is report 412 issued by the
Brookhaven National Laboratory. Sim-
ilarly, reports emanating from the
Knolls Atomic Power Laboratory are
assigned a KAPL series number. How-
ever, reports issued by the General
Electric Company at Richland, Wash-
ington, carry an HW number indicative
of the more common name of the instal-
lation, Hanford Works.

Perhaps more confusing are the series
used by the Atomic Energy Commis-
sion itself. The first 1,779 reports which
were formally declassified were issued
in the MDDC series. (The exact mean-
ing of the letters is not known, but a
good guess is that it meant “Manhattan
District Declassification Code.”) With
the assumption of responsibility by the
Atomic Energy Commission in 1946,
this series was continued as AECD with
1,780 being the first number assigned.
In 1948 certain areas of research were
determined to be without security re-
strictions, and reports written in these
subject fields were issued as unclassified
reports. When received by the Atomic
Energy Commission they were assigned
AECU numbers even though they may
have carried a number in a series as-
signed by the issuing installation. This
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procedure was subsequently discarded
and the AECU series is now used only
on reports which do not carry another
number. Other series are used by va-
rious subdivisions of the Atomic En-
ergy Commission and some reports in
these series are also available to the
public?.

Binding and Storage

Because the same series is often used
for reports containing restricted data as
well as for reports without security re-
strictions, the librarian will receive only
scattered holdings in most of the series.
Although no series may be complete,
the use of the series number as an ar-
rangement mechanism should present
no serious problem except for binding.
Only in those cases where a complete
sequence of ten to twenty-five reports is
held is it safe to bind. Even now, four
years after the last MDDC number was
assigned, the Atomic Energy Commission
occasionally will distribute an MDDC
report to the public for the first time.
The varying size of the reports also con-
tributes to the difficulty of binding.

Unbound reports may be stored in
several ways. Pamphlet boxes, the ad-
vantages and disadvantages of which
are well known to librarians, are fre-
quently used. One or two Atomic En-
ergy Commission installations have
built wooden stacks with thin vertical
dividers at two- or three-inch intervals.
This minimizes the tendency of the re-
ports to curl or slip but makes it diffi-
cult to shift or interfile additional re-
ports. Other librarians have placed their
reports in loose-leaf binders and found
this system quite satisfactory.

If ample space is available, letter-
size filing cabinets or transfer files offer
many conveniences. The size of the re-

2 For a more complete account of the series
used, the reader is referred to Technical In-
formation Service. Availability of USAEC Re-
search and Development Reports. Oak Ridge:
USAEC, August 1951. 17p. (TID-4550).
Gratis, and will be sent on request by the
Technical Information Service, USAEC, P. O.
Box 62, Oak Ridge, Tenn.
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