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Latest design plus new knob 
activated card moving mech- 
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readability.Card holder auto- 
matically opens for insertion, 
closes and holds Microcar* 
firmly and always in "square. 

For complete infor- 
mation and price list 
of all models. Brit= 

N O  EYE STRAIN, PAGE AFTER PAGE 
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Libraries, public or  private, throughout 
the country are adopting the new Micro- 
card Reader for the quick, easy, convenient 
way to serve their readers. Books, charts, 
records, documents, etc. previously pre- 
served by Microcards are enlarged 26 times 
and centered on a screen 9%" x 10%". 
Focussing knob quickly brings type into 
sharp clean focus, control knobs locate 
desired page with a minimum of movement. 
The Model GA (illustrated) has fast F1.5 
lens and wide angle screen . . . $255.00 
The model 6 has an F3.5 lens for softer 
Light, and Fresnel type screen . . . $245.00 

THE MICROCARD CORPORATION 
R E A D E R  D I V I S I O N  

B O X  314B LACROSSE. WISCONSIN 

Arraaennenta haw been msde witb KodaL Ltd OI England to produce a simihr nada. 
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323 illustrations. xx, 782 pages. 1953 Berlin. 
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Vol. I Die Struktur des -freien Molekiils. 

By H. A. Stuart. 189 illustrations. 
xxi, 609 pages. 1952 Berlin. 
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Vol. I11 Ordnungszustande und Umwandlungserscheinungen 
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Vol. IV Theorie und molekulare Deutung technologischer 
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The World's Leading International Booksellers 
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Have you ever wanted to know whether a certain government report was 
unclassified or had been declassified? Then you can use 

CORRELATION INDEX 

This volume is a tabulation of unclassified and declassified government 
report numbers which have been abstracted in Volumes 1 to 17 of the 
BIBLIOGRAPHY OF TECHNICAL REPORTS published by the U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Office of Technical Services. 

The INDEX shows the relationship of the series report numbers to the 
Office of Technical Services PB report numbers, and serves as a checklist 
for the identification and procurement of unclassified and declassified 
serial-numbered reports. There are 792 different series, arranged alpha- 
betically on 221 pages. A Key to Series Abbreviations and a Key to Issuing 
Agencies is given. 

July 1953 281 pages Price: $1 0.00 
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I Five Thousand Years of Glassrnaking 
Corning Library Tells the Story 

ROBERT L. EDWARDS 
Public Relations Director, Corning Glass Center, Corning, N. Y. 

P EOPLE WHO LIVE in glass houses 
are generally regarded quizzically 

by their neighbors, but the occupants 
of the glass library in Corning, New 
York command the complete respect of 
their associates. 

The library of The Corning Museum 
of Glass at the Corning Glass Center 
has more information than any other 
institution in the world about the com- 
position of those glass houses. Not only 
do its volumes present the story of the 
modern engineering m a t e  r i a 1 - glass, 
but also the entire history of the tre- 
mendously versatile substance. 

Formed in 1951 as an integral part 
of the Corning Glass Center, the library 
provides a rich storehouse of informa- 
tion about glass, available to research- 
ers and scholars. Its collection consists 
of books, pamphlets, periodicals and 
prints that record virtually everything 
known to man about the art, history 
and science of glassmaking through the 
ages. 

Reference information ranges from 
rare 12th century manuscripts and in- 
cunabula to the latest technical mono- 
graph about glassmaking. The library 
possesses one of the few existing copies 
of Historia Naturalis written by Pliny 
the Elder and printed five hundred 
years ago in Venice by Johannes de 
Spira. At the same time, modern de- 
velopments are followed in current 
books and periodicals. 

The task of organizing this library 
-collecting the books, planning the 
physical arrangements, cataloging, and 
carrying out the hundreds of related 
details - was entrusted to Mrs. Cath- 
erine D. Mack, librarian of the Corning 

Glass Works Technical Library. A long- 
time member of the Special Libraries 
Association, Mrs. Mack completed the 
colossal task in less than two years by 
utilizing her experience in past library 
work and her vast knowledge of glass- 
making. 

"The scope of the project was cer- 
tainly awesome," Mrs. Mack comments. 
"It was decided that the new library, in 
conjunction with the already estab- 
lished library of the Corning Glass 
Works Laboratories, would include all 
possible published work on the art and 
technology of glass." 

These plans were first discussed in 
1950 when directors of Corning Glass 
Works determined to erect the Corning 
Glass Center in commemoration of the 
company's centennial anniversary. The 
multi-purpose building would serve as 
a research center for the world of glass, 
a place to present publicly the complete 
story of an industry and a material, 
and facilities for a civic, educational 
and cultural center. 

Museum displays would depict 3,500 
years of glassmaking; a Hall of Science 
and Industry would show modern de- 
velopments; and a factory producing 
Steuben crystal would present skillful 
handmaking techniques. The museum 
library would be a vital key integrat- 
ing knowledge of the past with the 
present. 

Arthur A. Houghton, Jr., president of 
Steuben Glass, Inc. -a Corning Glass 
Works subsidiary-and former Curator 
of Rare Books at the Library of Con- 
gress, suggested that the Steuben Li- 
brary located in New York City could 
be used as a nucleus for the new library 



The visitor to the Corning Glass Cer~ter is introduced to the story o f  5,000 years of glassmaking 
b y  this dramatic exhibit o f  manuscripts and incunabula located at the Museum entrance. 

on glassmaking. The collection had been 
formed five years earlier for use of 
Steuben designers and it included many 
of the early source books on glass- 
making. 

Mrs. Mack also traveled to St. Louis 
where she consulted a former Corning 
researcher, Dr. John C. Hostetter, who 
had helped organize the company's 
technical library. His personal collec- 
tion of glassmaking books assembled 
over a thirty-year period were also ac- 
quired for the new library. 

The combination of the Steuben and 
Hostetter libraries with the addition of 
individual purchases and gifts formed 
the heart of this special library. The 
collection included 1,200 bound vol- 
umes, 500 pamphlets and 200 prints 
and engravings. I t  covered bibliograph- 
ical works on glassmaking from the 
17th century to the present; more than 
150 books were concerned with glass 
painting and staining alone. 

Meanwhile, building plans were dis- 
cussed with New York City architects 
and Mrs. Mack found that she would 
indeed be living in a glass house. The 
two outer walls of the library were to 
consist of 15-foot high glass plates ex- 
tending from floor to ceiling and bright 
sunlight was to be diffused by attrac- 

tive Fiberglas drapes. To discourage 
Glass Center visitors from disturbing 
the valuable collection, the stacks were 
to be located above the rare book cab- 
inets, easily accessible to library per- 
sonnel by a short stairway. 

Dedication of the ultra-modern Corn- 
ing Glass Center on May 19, 1951 was 
a gala affair, but the library staff-hard 
at work organizing the recently as- 
sembled collection - scarcely noted the 
throngs of visitors. Few of the people 
inspecting the new building appreciat- 
ed the tremendous task facing the li- 
brarians in cataloging the specialized 
volumes. 

Mrs. Mack conferred with leading 
library authorities to discuss the best 
methods to catalog the various types of 
material in the collection. Cataloging a 
13th century manuscript or a 15th cen- 
tury book would require a different 
procedure than listing a modern tech- 
nical book. 

Valuable assistance was given by 
Mrs. Anna Erickson, descriptive cata- 
loger at  the New York City Public Li- 
brary, who spent many weeks working 
with Mrs. Mack. Library of Congress 
classification was adopted and a special 
subject heading list prepared to take 
care of the collection since no existing 
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list was adequate. The resulting catalog cluded in the Steuben and Hostetter 
is a monument to Mrs. Mack's library collections, the library still did not have 
knowledge and technical appreciation a complete history of glassmaking dat- 
of glassmaking. ing from antiquity. I t  was decided to 

"Because so much emphasis was given acquire the early source books of the 
to the card catalog, it is as interesting Greeks and Romans and those of the 
an exhibit to visiting librarians as are pre-medieval scholars to complete the 

Scholars are impressed b y  the resources available in the library o f  The  Corning 
Museum of Glass. Here Laurence Gomme, past president of  the Antiquarian Book 
Sellers Association o f  America, examines a rare volume with Mrs. Catherine D. Mack, 
organizer o f  the library. 

the books and manuscripts," Mrs. Mack 
says. 

The library is particularly proud of 
the quality of its collection, as well as 
the number of individual works. Among 
the more important volumes is a first 
edition of Antonio Neri's L'Arte Ve- 
traria, the first complete printed treatise 
on the art and manufacture of glass. 
This edition printed at Florence in 
1612 is supplemented with thirteen 
additional editions ranging up to an 
1826 publication date and translations 
from Italian into English, Latin, French, 
German and Dutch. The volumes are 
bound variously in vellum and parch- 
ment and leather. 

Even with the many fine books in- 

knowledge of glassmaking preceding 
Neri's historic work. The few existing 
copies of such great encyclopedias are 
usually found today in the important 
libraries of the world - the Biblio- 
th&que Nationale, the British Museum, 
the Bodlean Library at Oxford, the Li- 
brary of Congress and the Vatican Li- 
brary. Under  t h e  d i rec t ion of Mr.  
Houghton, Corning acquired first edi- 
tions of many of these great works. 

Among the titles in the Corning col- 
lection are Josephus' De Bello Judaico, 
Augsburg, 1470; Strabo's De Situ Orbis, 
Venice, 1472; Vincent  of Beauvais'  
Speculum Naturale, Strassburg, c1478; 
Mappae Clavicula, Flanders 12th cen- 
tury manuscript; and Sir John Mande- 
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ville's Travels, an English manuscript, 
c1475. 

Two other interesting titles printed 
in the 16th century are Biringuccio's 
Pirotechnia, Venice, 1540 and Agri- 
cola's De Re Metallica, Basle, 1556. 
These metallurgical treatises with their 
chapters on glassmaking help bridge 
the gap between the works of antiquity 
and Neri's book dated 1612. 

The library not only depicts glass- 
making as recorded in manuscripts and 
the printed word, it also presents to the 
scholar and layman who is interested 
in typography the works of some of the 
great printers of all time. In the six- 
volume Aristotle printed at Venice be- 
tween 1494 and 1497, the work of 
Aldus Manutius is cherished as a clas- 
sic in printing technique. And again, 
Valente Panizzij of Florence in his Due 
Trattati by Cellini depicts street scenes 
of his native city in small woodcut 
initials. 

Although the library has the best 
collection in its field, there are still a 
number of voids in written accounts of 
glassmaking, Mrs. Mack admits. Little 
is known, for instance, about glassmak- 
ing prior to the Rennaissance, although 
recent archeological findings constantly 
add to the knowledge. Oriental glass- 
making techniques are also shrouded 
in mystery. 

Knowledge of American glassmaking 
is still not complete. Sales catalogs of 
many early glass firms yield invaluable 

- - 

information for the researcher,  but 
these price lists rarely appear on the 
market. The library has been fortunate 
to receive some of these catalogs as 
gifts. One such gift was a series of 
Whitall Tatum catalogs published in 
the 1880's and 1890's showing druggist 
ware. 

Most frequent use of the library is 
made by staff members of The Corning 
Museum of Glass who find the collec- 
tion invaluable in cataloging and in- 
vestigating new glass acquisitions. The 
authoritative information on all phases 
of glassmaking is supplemented by 
books dealing with allied subjects, mak- 

ing it possible to investigate thoroughly 
all fields of endeavor relative to the 
manufacture of glass. The collection to- 
day includes 2,000 bound volumes, 
1,000 pamphlets and 35 incunabula 
and early manuscripts. Together with 
the Corning Glass Works Technical Li- 
brary of 10,000 volumes, it comprises 
the largest collection in the world con- 
cerned with the art, history and manu- 
facture of glass. 

The reputation of the collection as 
the finest of its type is recognized by 
scholars of art, history and archeology. 
Library facilities are available to all re- 
search scholars and students. Duplicate 
card catalogs of Corning's collection are 
deposited with the Library of Congress, 
the New York State Library at Albany 
and the Toledo Public Library. Mrs. 
Mack points out, however, that rather 
than borrow single volumes, research- 
ers are more interested in coming to 
Corning where they may have the en- 
tire collection at  their disposal. 

Illustrated Lecture 

For bibliophiles who are interested 
in such a library, but who have been 
unable to visit Corning personally, Mrs. 
Mack has prepared an illustrated lec- 
ture, "The History of Glassmaking as 
Recorded in Literature." The hour-long 
presentation includes  Kodachrome 
slides of rare books, bindings, wood cuts 
and similar material. 

Responsibility for administering the 
unique library is taken in her stride by 
Mrs. Mack, a veteran of thirty-three 
years service with Corning Glass Works. 
She first became associated with the 
company in 1917 while still a high 
school student and after graduation 
from Meeker's Business Institute in 
1920, she joined Corning Glass Works 
as a full time employe. Mrs. Mack re- 
calls that she first reported for work 
as a stenographer in the research lab- 
oratory on Thanksgiving morning and 
rushed home at noon for the holiday 
turkey, terribly excited about her new 
job. 
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