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How to make your new library more functional, 
. more beautiful.. for substantially less money! 

VMP Library Stacks, Equipment and 
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. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 doz. S -26 ea. 
............. 100 to 500. .  24.00per 100 
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the colors desired. 
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Among recent PrenticeeHall books 
you'll see at the S.L.A. Combined Book Exhibit in Cincinnati 

Principles of Experimental Stress Analysis - Moore 
Presents philosophy, merits, and techniques of the experimental approach 
to this type of analysis. May '54, $4.00 

Noise - Van der Ziel 
Simple yet broad treatment of major noise problems; for advanced students 
or engineers. May '54, $10.35 

Active Networks - Rideout 
Covers fundamentals of all networks capable of amplification; uses four- 
terminal network analysis. April '54, $1 0.65 

Welding Pr,ocesses and Procedures - Morris 
Compact introductory treatment including many processes not usually 
explained in an elementary book. March '54, $5.00 

lntroduction to Nuclear Engineering - Murray 
First elementary guide for the college undergraduate or scientific worker; 
gives rounded view in relatively brief space. March '54, $9.35 

lntroduction to Experimental Physics - Fretter 
Describes important current procedures plus many techniques not elsewhere 
explained. January '54, $9.00 

How to Keep Real Estate Office Records - Hefti 
Systematic plans for maintahing records of sales, prospects, properties, and 
other activities in realty offices of any size. January '54, $4.95 

Real Estate Management - Sill & Bliss 
Comprehensive practical guide to all phases of the direction, operation, and 
control of real property. December '53, $6.00 

Effective Legal Research - Price & Bitner 
Two law librarians describe law books in all categories and explain all legal 
reference materials. August '53, $10.00 

And note these "futures" on our schedule- 
Successful Telephone Selling - DeVoe 

Broad and balanced explanation of tested methods for this special selling 
field; includes many model conversations. June '54, $4.95 

How to Overcome Objections in Selling - Horvath 
The well-known sales counsellor explains specific methods for countering 
every objection the prospective buyer may raise. June '54, $3.95 

Feedback Control Systems - Fett 
Unified treatment stressing the relationships among principle methods of 
analysis. August '54, $9.35 

Grignard Reactions of Nonmetallic Substances 
- Kharasch & Reinmuth 

Long-awaited reference for organic chemists and others. August '54, $20.00 

Fundamental Formulas of Physics - Menzel 
Comprehensive reference work with many distinguished contributors; in- 
cludes many hard-to-find formulas. September '54, $10.65 

Industrial Accountant's Handbook - Fiske & Beckett 
Practical information from twenty accounting experts on improving account- 
ing methods for better business management. September '54, $12.50 

W h y  not reserve copies of these future books now? 

Prentice-Hall, Inc., 70 Fifth AV~. ,  New York 11, N. Y. 
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L A N G E  
MAXWELL 

SPRINGER 
HANDBOOK OF ELLIPTIC INTEGRALS for Engineers and Physicists, 
by Paul F. Byrd and Morrls D. Frledman, NACA, XII, 340 pages, 22 figures, 
Berlin, 1954, $9.50. 

An English language publication in the well-known series Grundlehren 
der 'Mathematischen Wissenschaften, Volume LXVII. 

PROGRESS IN THE CHEMISTRY OF ORGANIC NATURAL PRODUCTS, 
edited by Professor L. Zechmeister, California Institute of Technology. 
Volume 1 - X, 1938 - 1954 $164.30. 

All volumes available separately. Detailed prospectus on. request. 

WHO'S WHO IN FRANCE, (Volume I, Paris, 1953/54), edited by Jacques 
Lafitte and Dr. Stephen Taylor, R.P.D. 1000 pages, over 5000 references. 
Supplementary index covering organizations, institutes and industry. $20.00. 

ABSORPTION TOWERS (with special reference to the design of packed 
towers for absorption and stripping), London, 1953, $4.20. 

LANGE, MAXWELL & SPRINGER, Inc. 
122 East 55 Street NEW YORK 22, N. Y. 

Occupational 

I Literature: 
An Annotated Bibliography 

by Gertrude This annotated bibliography lists 3000 selected books 
Forrester and pamphlets alphabetically by occupation. Job titles 

and code numbers are taken from the revised edition 
420 pp' of the Dictionary of Occupational Titles published by 

6" x 9 % I. the U. S. Department of Labor. The annotations indicate 

,954 . scope of information and the special audience for which 
each publication was prepared. 

$4.50 

I 
Besides the main list of books and pamphlets, among the 
other sections which will be helpful to both librarians and 
vocational counselors are: Part V on "Pamphlets Pub- 
lished in Series, Arranged According to Publishers of 
Series;" and Part 111 on "Indexing and Filing Literature 
on Occupations." Late June publication 

THE H. W. WILSON COMPANY 
950-972 University Avenue New York 52, N. Y. 
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New Reprint 

Justus Liebigs 
Annalen der Chernie 
Now Avctiluble: 

Vols. 523-542, 1936-1939 
Cloth bound set . . . . . . . . .  
Single volumes, paper boul~tl . . .  

Vols. 421-522, 1920-1936 
(to be reprinted in runs of 

approx. 20 volumes during 1954 a d  1955) . 

Cloth bound set . . . . . . . . . . .  $900.00 

Single volumes, paper bound . . . . . . . . .  $ 8.35 

JOHNSON REPRINT CORPORATION 

I I To be Published Spring 1954' 

The first extensive German Periodical 
Bibliography since 1949 : 

11 DIE DEUTSCHE PRESSE 1954 
Lists 1500 newspapers and more than 5000 journals 

with full bibliographical data. 

Pre-publication price . $ 9.00 
Afterwards about . $10.00 

STECHERT. HAFNER, INC. 
FOUNDED IN NEW YORK 1872 

The  World's Leadiag International Booksellers 
31 EAST ~ O T H  STREET, NEW YORK 3, N. Y. 
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A Brief for Corporation Libraries. 1949 $1.75 
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Contributions Toward A Special 
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New HARPER Books 

The Intelligent Investor 
1954 Revised Edition 

By BENJAMIN GRAHAM 
President, Graham-Newman Corporation 

Adjunct Professor of Finance, Columbia University 

The eagerly-awaited revision of one of the wisest and most popular books in 
the investment field. In line with the author's own advice that investment theory 
and practice must be constantly adapted to the changes in economic climate, the 
book has been extensively revised and brought up to date, offering the author's 
conclusions as to the soundest policies for investors to follow in the years 
immediately ahead. "Provides the answer to general questions which have been 
asked by countless investors . . . The wider Mr. Graham's gospel spreads, the 
more fairly the market will deal with its public." - The Wan Street Journal. 

Coming M a y  26th. $3.50 

Determining the Business Outlook 
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Visual Instruction in the Use of 
A Medical and Dental Library 

ELIZABETH WEBB COOPER 
Order and Display Librarian, Medical Center Library, University of Alabama 

T HERE IS NO MORE gratifying experi- 
ence to a medical librarian than 

that of leading the faltering steps of a 
newcomer to the library through the 
labyrinth of medical and dental litera- 
ture until he can find his way alone. 
The success or failure of the modern 
doctor rests largely upon his ability to 
keep up with the vast amount of pub- 
lished literature on recent discoveries 
and new developments in his field. It is 
the responsibility of the librarian to see 
that students and doctors are properly 
instructed in the most efficient and con- 
venient methods of doing this. The ideal 
of medical librarians is to provide this 
guidance for each new patron. 

Such an ideal cannot be achieved 
without overcoming many difficulties. 
In the Medical Center Library we have 
developed a method of instruction which 
greatly - minimizes the obstacles to be 
surmounted. We find the use of visual 
media in the form of booklets and 
charts to be an effective aid in the 
orientation of new patrons. This form 
of instruction was developed after care- 
ful consideration of the problems en- 
countered in teaching the use of the 
library and its resources. 

Problems 
There are three main difficulties to 

be overcome in order to give each new- 
comer adequate orientation: 
First, individual instruction, or some 
effective substitute for it, must be pro- 
vided. Since the number of new patrons 
in most medical libraries is so large 
that the librarian can no longer give 
individual attention to each, new ways 
of teaching must be developed to over- 
come this handicap. 
Second, the method of instruction used 
must be adjusted to the varied back- 
grounds of new patrons. There is a wide 

difference in the bibliographic experi- 
ence of new students, interns, residents, 
members of the house staff, professors, 
local physicians and visiting foreign 
doctors. All of these patrons must be 
given a varying amount of instruction 
in the use of the library. 
Third, the instruction must be avail- 
able at all times. Although a large num- 
ber of new patrons come in at the be- 
ginning of the school term, others arrive 
later. There is, in fact, a steady influx of 
newcomers all through the year. It is 
impossible, therefore, to complete the 
period of orientation in any specific 
time. 

Lecture Courses 
In some medical libraries, steps have 

already been taken to overcome these 
difficulties. Lecture courses in bibliogra- 
phy are given in a large number of 
medical schools. The bibliographic tools 
are explained in great detail, the stu- 
dents are taken on tours of the library 
and given laboratory periods with writ- 
ten assignments for practice. In many 
libraries lectures on bibliography and 
tours of the library are given also to 
the interns, residents and any new pro- 
fessors who desire this instruction. 

Such steps are a great help in solv- 
ing the problem of adequate instruction 
in bibliography, but they are not with- 
out their imperfections. The bibliogra- 
phy course is given to the student usual- 
ly in his freshman year, although he 
may not actually put it into practice to 
any extent until he reaches his junior 
or senior year. The time allotted in the 
course for the explanation of the bibli- 
ographic tools, such as the medical in- 
dexes and the card catalog, is rarely 
sufficient for the students to obtain a 
complete understanding of these instru- 
ments. This situation, which exists be- 



cause of the complexities of a crowded 
curriculum, is usually one which can 
not be easily remedied. The librarian 
can do very little, therefore, except 
exert every effort to make the best of 
these unfavorable circumstances. 

Mechanical Aids 
In doing this, there are various me- 

chanical aids which may be employed. 
Orientation by use of a motion picture 
such as the one prepared by Thomas 
E. Keys, The Mayo Clinic Library - 
An Introduction to its Use, is an excel- 
lent way of giving an introduction to 
new patrons. The use of lantern slides, 
however, is a less expensive and more 
widely-used method. 

It is quite simple to take an individ- 
ual, or a small group, to the card cat- 
alog and the index table, where the 
object of discussion may be seen, and 
the idiosyncrasies explained. 

When the groups of newcomers are 
too large to makessuch a practice feas- 
ible, however, it is a tedious task to 
make the explanation of these intricate 
tools clear enough for the student to 
understand and remember what he has 
been told. 

Lantern Slides 
The handicap of being unable to 

give the instruction through actual use 
of the catalog and indexes can be over- 
come to a large extent through the use 
of lantern slides which present the tools 
almost as clearly as if they were at  
hand, and in some ways more effectively. 

When this method is employed, the 
preparation and selection of the slides 
to be used should be done with much 
care. Their number should be limited 
to prevent the danger of boredom, and 
the photography should be expert so 
that the subject is perfectly clear. 

If these procedures are successfully 
executed and the slides are then pro- 
jected in a partially-lighted room where 
the students can see the instructor, the 
use of slides can be a most effective 
method of teaching. However, there 
will always be those students who are 
unable to grasp at first glance all that 
the instructor is telling them, and there 

will also be those few who will either 
mentally or physically sleep through 
the lecture. 

Booklets and Charts 
In order to reach these students, and 

also to provide a simple review for 
those who might easily forget what the 
instructor has said, we have devised a 
system which preserves for permanent 
reference the main points discussed in 
the lecture. 

Photographs are developed from the 
negatives made for the lantern slides 
which we use in our lecture on the in- 
dexes and the card catalog. These photo- 
graphs, with an explanation of each, 
are mounted in the form of booklets 
and charts which may be conveniently 
employed for detailed instruction in the 
use of the items pictured. 

Indexes 
The booklet which was prepared as a 

guide to the use of medical and dental 
indexes in the Medical Center Library 
is mounted in a durable back and kept 
on the index table where it is readily 
available to those who need instruction. 
This booklet is composed of photo- 
graphs of carefully selected sample 
pages from each of the indexes. The 
topics chosen as examples for study are 
underscored on the photographs and ac- 
companied with a detailed explanation. 

The subjects selected point out the 
various arrangements of each of the 
indexes. These differences and the par- 
ticular advantages offered by the indi- 
vidual indexes, as well as the methods 
employed by each, are thoroughly ex- 
plained. For example, in order to show 
the differences in the subject headings 
used in the four series of the Index 
Catalogue of the Surgeon-General's Of- 
fice we have selected a subject and 
followed it through by using a photo- 
graph of a page from each of the four 
series. Details of the other indexes are 
covered in a similar manner. The ex- 
planations are brief and to the point, 
but no important detail is omitted. 

Card Catalog 
The booklet on the card catalog is 

similar to that on the indexes. The ex- 
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planation of this important tool is 
made vivid by enlarged photographs of 
sample cards of each type used in our 
catalog. A list of the information which 
may be found on the cards is given 
with references to each item on the 
examples photographed. The classifica- 
tion system is explained, the main rules 
for filing the cards are presented, and 
a list of the special files in the catalog, 
with a detailed account of each, is in- 
cluded. 

During the period of student orienta- 
tion we place above our card catalog a 
large chart which is composed of a brief 
outline, or summary, of the most impor- 
tant information given in the booklet 
on the card catalog. On this chart the 
photographs of the sample cards are 
enlarged even more than those used in 
the booklet and the explanation is let- 
tered so that it may bk easily read 
from a distance. 

Newcomers who hesitate to ask ques- 
tions about the simple functioning of 
the cataloging system, often remain in 
darkness about some important detail 
rather than expose their ignorance. The 
use of a chart explaining the operation 
of the catalog removes the necessity 
for questions which might cause embar- 
rassment. The information is in plain 
view for anyone who wishes to read it. 

Medical History 
In addition to the booklets on the 

card catalog and the indexes, we have 
prepared similar booklets on the Ala- 
bama Medical Historical Collection and 
on cataloging the rare books. Our His- 
torical Collection is composed almost 
entirely of gifts. When a doctor is con- 
sidering making a gift of some historical 
item, we feel that he will be much more 
inclined to present it to our library if 
he understands how we take care of 
such material. 

Our booklet on the Historical Col- 
lection explains each step in processing 
the material placed in this Collection 
for permanent preservation. The pages 
of the booklet are detachable so that 
they may be slipped out and mounted 

on a chart similar to the one on the 
card catalog. This chart may be used as 
an exhibit at meetings of historical so- 
cieties and similar organizations. Used 
either as a booklet, or an exhibit, it is 
a great help in explaining our Historical 
Collection to those interested in mak- 
ing donations and we believe it has 
been responsible for some of the gifts 
we have received since it was prepared. 

The same thing is true in the case of 
rare books. The booklet, Cataloging 
fhe Rare Book, which is a detailed ac- 
count of how we handle our Rare Book 
Collection, is also prepared in such a 
way that the pages may be detached 
and used as an exhibit. It, too, encour- 
ages our patrons to consider leaving 
their treasured rare books with us for 
proper storage and care. 

Unless patrons are familiar with the 
many facilities offered by the library 
and are aware of the services it renders, 
no library can live up to its greatest 
possibilities. Through these instruction- 
al booklets the patrons of our library 
are continually reminded of the exten- 
sive resources offered and are thus stim- 
ulated to make use of the library's 
many services. 

This visual method of instruction is 
also a good supplement to the courses 
in bibliography. I t  offers an excellent 
substitute for individual  instruction. 
The freshmen students use the book- 
lets as a means of reviewing the course 
before examination. The booklets also 
serve as a summary and review for the 
junior and senior students who may 
have forgotten what they learned in 
their freshman course in bibliography. 

Students are not the only patrons to 
profit from this form of instruction. I t  
offers a means of bridging the wide 
gaps which lie between the backgrounds 
of newcomers to the library, from the 
inexperienced intern to the polished, 
foreign, visiting physician. The book- 
lets may be considered a kind of serve- 
yourself style of instruction by which 
information is placed on display so that 
the patron may take or leave as much 
of it as he sees fit. 

MAY - J U N E ,  1954 






























































