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German Science 
Byrd, P. F. a n d  Friedman, M. D. 

Handbook of elliptic integrals 
fo r  engineers and  physicists. 
22 figures, Berlin 1954. . $ 9.42 

Cramer, F. Papierchromatogra- 
phie. 3rd ed. Weinheim 1954 

S 3.20 
Duerr, A. and  Wachter, 0. Hy- 

draulische A n t r ~ c b e  a n  Werk-  
zeugmaschlnen 3 r d  r e v l s e d  
ed 257 ,il Muenchen 1954 

$ 400  
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STUTTGART 

Gmelin Handbook of inorganic chemistry. 8th ed. System No. 44: Thorium 
. . . . . . .  and Isotopes. 35 figures, Weinheim 1955, in w r a p p e r s . .  .$54.48 

clothbound . . . . . . . . . . .  .$55.68 
System No. 60: Copper. Part  A. Section 1. 190 figures, Weinheim 1955, 

. .  in wrappers  ..$92.88 
Haeberlin, C. and Goeters, W. Grundlagen der  Meeresheilkunde. 21 ill. 

. . . .  . . . . . . . . . . .  Stut tgart  1954 .$  4.50 
Hecker, E. Verteilungs\~erfahr-cll im Laboratc~rium. 89 ill. 74 tables. Wein- 

heim 1955 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . $  4.75 
Hess, W. and Nissen, R. Operative Cholang~ographic.  Technik. Diagnostik, 

Praxis .  150 ill. Stut tgar t  1955 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .$I050 
Hund, F. Materic, als Feld. 40 ill. Berlin 1954 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ,5312.38 
Landolt-Boernstein Zahlcnwerte und Funktionen. 6th ed. Vol. IV:  Technik 

---Part I : StcilTa7erte und mechanischea Vcrhalten von Xichtrnetallen. 
1104 ill. Berlin 1955 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . $68.54 

t Vols. I - IV appeared previously I 

Moellering, I. H. Verfahren der  Gerbcrcichemic. Stut tgart  1954..  . .  ,517.12 
Meixner. J. N. and  Schaefke, F. M1. Mathieusrhe Funktionen und Sphaeroid- 

funktioncm. 29 ill. Berlin 1954 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $12.52 
Noeberling. G. Gmndlagcn  dcr  ana ly t~schcn  Tt)pologie. Berlin 1954. . S  7.80 
Srhramm. G .  Dlc. Riochemit der  Virltn. 67 ill. Berlin 1954. . . .  . S  8.57 
Staeger, H. Werkston 'k~indc der  elelr t rotecl~n~schcn Isolierungsstcjffe. 2nd 

revlsed ed. 318 ill. 130 tables. Berlin 1055 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .S18.'i5 

. . .  
Cllmanns Encklopaeclit .  der  txhl l ischen Chcmic. 3rd re\~ised 

ed. Vol. V: Calci~imcarbid hi..: Diisocyanate. March 1955. 
. St~bsrr ipt ion priccb for c , ~ ) n ~ p l c t c ~  set r r f  14 vols. .  .each S23.32 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  If bought scparstely clach S25.70 
(Vols. 111. I\-. 1- p i ~ b l l s h c ~ i  to dater 

\$'ittn~ben, S. H. Ph~~s~kal1:;cii-rilcr~1isc11c1 Ueiiehonpc~ti 
L I I I ~  W e c ~ I i s ~ l ~ ~ 1 1 ~ l i ~ i t i ~ c ~ 1 1  z\visc.hen Katalysatoi-en l111d 
c~hc~rnisc~iic~~. Sti.lllit~11.. f; 111. 0 t a b l ( ~  and  indcx. 
G(1et1 ingc~i  ;!If14 . . . . . . . . . . . . .  S 3.60 -- 
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Important publications of all German publishers are segularly 
carried in stock in New York for immediate delivery. 

STECHERT . HAFNER, INC. 
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LIBRARIES, MUSEUMS, 
AND A R T  GALLERIES 
Edited by Lionel R. M c C o l v i n  

This world-wide directory, last issued in 
1948, now contains up-to-date informa- 
tion on 3000 British and 3030 world 
institutions. For British entries, full data 
on the following is given; personnel, 
budget, special collections, stock, hours. 
For many important world institutions, 
the same information is presented. New 
in this edition; a subject index to libra- 
ries in the United Kingdom; an ex- 
panded, more detailed section on U. S. 
libraries with 600 entries; adequate cov- 
erage of countries (especially in Asia 
and Africa) never listed before; in the 
British section, a large number of in- 
dustrial libraries, technical college libra- 
ries, and newly opened museums which 
have never been listed before. Price, $7 
net postpaid. 

PAPERBOUND BOOKS I 
in print I 

a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  guide to over 
4500 fine paperbacks 

Want to know what paperbacks are 
available in economics, science, govern- 
ment, biography, etc.? Now, at  a mo- 
ment's notice, you can survey the rapid- 
ly expanding paperbound field . . . over 
4500 titles of 40 publishers, all arranged 
in an  alphabetical author index with a 
selective subject guide of over 50 classi- 
fications. PAPERBOUND BOOKS IN PRINT 
is itself paperbound and sells for just $1 
net postpaid a copy; 60 cents each in 
lots of 5 or  more; special prices for 
larger quantities on application. Since 
the plan is to revise and reissue the 
catalog about every four months, there 
will also be a subscription rate of $2 a 
year. The first issue of PAPERBOUND 
BOOKS IN PRINT is now ready and may 
be ordered from 

Convenient bookstacks at end of read- * ing room follow plonned color pattern 
and offer low maintenance. 

Reading roam corner has attractively 
colored odiustable steel shelvina with 

ER GRADE SCHOOL 
LAFAYETTE, CALIFORNIA 

If you are planning a new library 
or modernizing an old one, Ames' 
experienced library equipment en- 
gineers will be glad to assist you. 
Write for our helpful illustrated 
catalog. 

Established 1910 I 

Rcprescntatiues in Principal Cities 

FREESTANDING SHELVING. MULTI-TIER CONSTRUCTION 
STOR-MOR BOOK DRAWERS. BOOKSTACK ACCESSORIES 
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Unequaled value for the economical, safe storage of magazines, books and pamphlets. 
Kraftboard construction, 39 sizes, labels furnished. Write for literature today to . . . 

for a periodical service 
0 that will kelp you simplify the details of ordering subscriptions 
0 that will give you a single source for all foreign and domestic 

periodicals 
@ that will give you "personalized" service and assistance in re- 

organizing your periodical lists and records 
that will help you reduce paper work and the internal costs of 
purchasing 

0 that will help make your job easier 

You will want to write to 

McGREGOR MAGAZINE AGENCY 
Mount Morris Illinois 

McGregor Magazine Agency, the agency which believes in automation and 
has developed new methods in library periodical service. Let us show you 
how our punched card subscription service also can simplify some of the 
periodical problems of your purchasing and accounting departments. 
Write for information or visit our exhibit during the SLA Convention at 
Detroit in June. 

Complete subscriptiolz service on all periodicals, foreiglz and domestic 
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People have asked what exactly 

makes librarians so pleased 

with our Freeline reading table. 

It i s  probably a number of 

things. Some people go for ap- There's something about a table 
pearance-and it certainly is a 

handsome table. Others are 

/' 

primarily concerned with the 

comfort of the reader, and they 

like the generous amount of 

room between table top and 

chair seat. Most of us like some- 

thing different and fresh; we 

recognize the flair of the Free- 

line. But all wise administrators 
There's n o t h k j  like a 

keep an eye on the future: they 

can see that here i s  something 

fable 

which will please the most for JOHN E. S J O S T R ~ M  COMPANY, INC. 
the longest time. 1739 N. T E N T H  STREET, P H I L A D E L P H I A  22, PA. 
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SPECIAL LIBRARIES ASSOCIATION 
"Putting Knowledge to Work" 

THE FORTY-SIXTH ANNUAL SLA CONVENTION WILL TAKE PLACE JUNE 12-16, 1955 AT THE 
HOTEL STATLER. DETROIT. MICHIGAN 

OFFICERS 
President 

GRETCHEN D. LITTLE 
Atlas Powder Company, Wilmington, Delaware 

First Vice-president and President-Elect 
CHESTER M. LEWS 

The New York Times, New York, N. Y. 
Second Vice-president 

I S ~ E L L A  M. FROST 
Lansing Library Service, Oakland, California 

Secretary 
MARGARET A. FIRTH 

United Shoe Machinery Corporation 
Beverly, Massachusetts 

Treasurer 
BURTON W. ADKINSON 

Library of Congress, Washington, D. C. 

DIRECTORS 
HELEN MARY P n s  

Sun Oil Co., Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
MRS. NELL STEINMETZ 

Pacific Aeronautical Library 
Los Angeles, California 
EUGENE B. JACKSON 

National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics 
Washington, D. C. 
CLARA G. MILLER 

Imperial Oil, Ltd., Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
SARA M. PRICE 

The Port of New York Authority 
New York, New York 

ELSE L. SCHULZE 
Procter & Gamble Co., Ivorydale, Ohio 

Immediate Past-President 
MRS. L u c n ~  L. KECK 

Joint Reference Library, Chicago, Illinois 

PUBLICATIONS 

Aviation Subject Headings. 1949 $1.75 

A Brief for Corporation Libraries. 1949 $1.75 

Classification Scheme and Sub- 
ject Headings List Loan Col- 
lection of SLA. Rev. Ed. 1951 $1.50 

Contributions Toward A Special 
Library Glossary. 2nd Ed. 1950 $1.25 

Correlation Index Document Series 
and P B  Reports. 1953 $10.00 

Creation and Development of an 
Insurance Library. Rev. Ed. 1949 $2.00 

Directory of Special Libraries. 1953 $10.00 
Fakes and Forgeries in the Fine 

Arts. 1950 $1.75 
Map Collections in the U. S. and 

Canada, A Directory. 1954 $3.00 
Nicknames of American Cities, 

Towns and Villages Past and 
Present. 1951 $1.00 

Numerical Index to the Bibli- 
ography of Scientific and In- 
dustrial Reports, Vols. 1-10. 1949 $10.00 

SLA Directory of Members. 1951 $4.00 
Source List of Selected Labor 

Statistics. Rev. Ed. 1953 $2.00 
Subject Headings for A-ronaut- 

ical Engineering Libraries. 1949 $4.00 
Subject Headings for Financial 

Libraries 1954 $5.00 
Technical Libraries, Their Or- 

ganization and Management. 1951 $6.00 
Visual Presentation. Our Library. 1953 $10.00 
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informaGion, write to- the Gecutive Secre- REPRINTS may be ordered immediately prior 
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OUT 
SO0 

The 1954 annual volume of The New York Times Index will soon be off 
the press . . . with around 1,200 pages of interesting facts about recent 
events, and the people involved in them. 

In this single, compact book over a half million news items published 
in The New York Times last year will be organized and summarized 
under thousands of different subject and geographical headings . . . 
and under tens of thousands of names of individuals, institutions, or- 
ganizations and companies. 

Each news reference will be dated to show when (and where) the story 
appeared in The New York Times . . . or when i t  may have been men- 
tioned in other news sources you keep on file. What is more, there'll be 
thousands of skillfully written news summaries that  give you the basic 
facts in a minimum of time-and save you many hours of tedious research. 

The 1954 volume of The New York Times Index will be printed on long- 
lasting rag paper, and attractively bound in library buckram. It can be 
purchased separately for $35, or you can get i t  with a year's subscrip- 
tion to the twice-a-month Index a t  the low price of $50 . . . a com- 
bination rate that  saves you $20. 

If your library has not arranged for a copy of this time-saving guide to  
all the news of 1954, we suggest you hurry in your order. Almost the 
entire press run is earmarked for current subscribers to  the complete 
New York Times Index service. There won't be many copies left! 

THE NEW YORK TIMES INDEX 
Times Square, N e w  York 36, N .  E: 
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What "ASA" and "239" 

Mean to Librarians 
RUTH E. MASON* 

Editor-in-chief, American Standards Association, New York, N. Y 

M ANY LIBRARIANS know the Ameri- 
can Standards Association as 

the place to call when they need a 
standard on machine tools, pipe and 
piping, or test methods of any kind. But 

they may not know that ASA itself 
does not prepare standards in any of 
these fields. What it does is to offer a 
procedure that makes it possible for 
the groups who want a standard to get 
together and agree on what they need. 
The American Standards Association 
then decides whether the standard these 
groups prepare has a broad enough ac- 
ceptance to be considered an "Ameri- 
can Standard." It does not vote on the 
basis of whether the standard is basic- 
ally good. Instead, in effect, ASA says 
to the committee, "Is this what you 
think is good? Is this what you want?" 
If all the groups concerned with the 
standard have had an opportunity to 
present their viewpoints and to register 

* Miss Mason is editor of The Magazine of 
Standards and ASA staff representative for 
Sectional Committee 239, Standardization in 
the Field of Documentation and Library Prac- 
tice. 

their votes, and if there is no legitimate 
objection from some important interest, 
ASA then says, in effect, "This standard 
has received nationwide approval by 
the groups concerned and therefore is 
entitled to be listed as an American 
Standard." 

This applies to library practice as 
well as to machine tools, screw threads, 
and pipes and piping. 

The way a standard gets started and 
the reasons why are described rather 
entertainingly in a cartoon booklet 
about Digby Holeston Postlewaite, is- 
sued by ASA recent1y.l Digby has a 
great deal of trouble with many va- 
rieties of post holes until, as the car- 
toon shows, agreement is reached on an 
American Standard. When you look 
over this booklet, I am sure you will be 
able to translate Digby's experience 
into terms of library practice. 

Origin 
ASA's procedure of bringing groups 

together to agree on standard practice 
was started following the First World 
War. It was discovered during the war 
that the various engineering societies 
frequently had entirely different stand- 
ard dimensions for parts that had to fit 
together. So the American Institute of 
Electrical Engineers, the American So- 
ciety of Mechanical Engineers, the 
American Institute of Mining and Met- 
allurgical Engineers, the American So- 
ciety of Civil Engineers, and the Ameri- 
can Society for Testing Materials all 
got together and organized a coordinat- 
ing committee for standards. In only a 
few years this committee was enlarged 
to include insurance organizations, gov- 
ernment departments, and trade asso- 
ciations in many fields. This was due to 



the need to bring together all the groups 
concerned with safety of industrial work- 
ers to agree on safety standards for use 
by industry itself, and also as a basis 
for state and local regulations to pre- 
vent industrial accidents. 

As a result, the standards coordinat- 
ing committee was reorganized as the 
American Standards Association. Now, 
ASA has a membership of more than 
one hundred trade associations and 
technical societies as well as some 2,300 
companies. The associations and so- 
cieties that are "member bodies" are 
the governing organizations. Each has 
membership on the "Standards Coun- 
ci!," the organization that has the final 
decision on all technical work, initiation 
of new projects, and approval of stand- 
ards. The member bodies take turns in 
nominating members of the Board of 
Directors which has the final responsi- 
bility for policy matters and financial 
matters. 

The financing of the Association comes 
principally from the 2,300 company 
members. 

Organization 

Members of ASA committees are ap- 
pointed by national societies or asso- 
ciations of users, producers, and, in 
some cases, labor representatives, and 
include government departments and 
special interest groups such as the in- 
surance groups who have a special in- 
terest in safety standards. Because the 
Standards Council is so large and there 
is such a wide variety of different sub- 
jects to work on, the Council has set 
up small branches to head up the work 
in different fields. For example, there 
are standards boards for the mechan- 
ical and electrical fields, for mining, 
consumer goods, construction, safety, 
photography, highway traffic, materials 
and testing, graphic standards, and 
under discussion is an acoustical stand- 
ards board. These boards review the 
work of the committees in their fields 
and make recommendations to Stand- 
ards Council on approval of standards, 
personnel of committees, on starting 
new projects, and any other problems 
that arise. 

Sponsorship of Projects 
As you can imagine, the process of 

Work on standards is now being done reaching agreement among all the 
in nearly four hundred projects- Most groups and individuals on an ASA corn- 

them are 'ponsored by a mittee is not easy. I t  takes time to de- 
trade association or technical society velop an American Standard. But one 
that has a special interest in the sub- 
ject. These sponsoring organizations have of the basic tenets of ASA is that Ameri- 

the responsibility for keeping the work can Standards must be reviewed a t  

of the projects moving. T~~ work on least every five years and either be re- 

machine tools. for example, is spon- affirmed as up date, Or revised. 

sored by the kmerican society of - ~ e -  
chanical Engineers, the National Ma- 
chine Tool Builders Association, the 
Society of Automotive Engineers, and 
the Metal Cutting Tool Institute. Some 
of the work on textiles is sponsored by 
the National Retail Dry Goods Asso- 
ciation, some by the American Associa- 
tion of Textile Chemists and Colorists, 
and some by the American Society for 
Testing Materials. 

The work on documentation and li- 
brary practice is sponsored by the Council 
of National Library Associations. 

A new list of American Standards 
has just been published by ASA, show- 
ing what the 1,450 American Standards 
cover. 

It should be mentioned that Ameri- 
can Standards are not mandatory stand- 
ards- their use is voluntary. In some 
cases, of course, state and municipal 
governments have adopted them and 
made them mandatory as state or local 
regulations. But the great majority are 
used by companies and other organi- 
zations on a voluntary basis. 
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