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Handbuch der Physik 

Encyclopedia of Physics . 
4 

Edited by S. FLUGGE, Mnrburg 

N o w  Available: / 

\-OLUME 2 
Mathematical Methods I1 
330 pp.. 98 figs. Cloth bound 
"Subscription price, valid until 
.l/lnrch 31. 1956. $16.75 
1,ist price. $20.94. 

VOLUME 7, PART 1 
Crystal Physics 
i20 pp., 234 figs. Cloth bound 

 subscription price, valid until 
Ilnrch 31. 1956, $23.32 
1,i.t price. $29.15 

VOLUME 33 
Corpuscular Optics 

Approx. 700 pp. 4bout 500 figs. Cloth bound 

"Subscription price, valid until J4arch 31, 1956, $23.32 
List price. $29.15 

Available early 1956: 
VOLUME 21 VOLUME 2 2  
Discharge in Gases I Discharge in Gases I1 

VOLUME 47 
Geophysics I 

L 

THE EARTH'S BODY 

Februarq 1956, about 670 pp.. and 300 illustrations 
Subscription price, calid until March 31. 1956, $22.46 

List price. $28.03 

*Orders for the complete set, ant1 those for separate volumes ordered prior t o  
.llarch .?I, 1956, will be filled at the sub scrip ti or^ price, which is twenty per cent 
lower thar~ the list price. 

Each volume is available separately at list price. 
Standing orders will he filled automatically. 

Please address orders urtd requests for t~ren t r -pqge  lenflet on the entlre H A C D B U C H  to 

Walter J. Johnson, Inc. 
125 East 2 3  Street, New York 10. New York 

PLEASE MENTION SPECIAL LIBRARIES WHEN ANSWERING ADVERTISEMENTS 



now 
and in 

years 
come . . . . . G/W FREE-STANDING STUDY CARRELS 

WILL FIT YOUR NEEDS 
Globe-Wernicke specially designed free-stand- - 
ing s tudy carrels  can be arranged and re- 

r arranged in so many different ways. Made up 
of standard components, these carrels can be 
assembled in various forms to provide optimum 
work conditions in minimum floor space. As 
future expansion or  reorganization demands, 
these carrels can be dismantled and re-adapted 
to meet 'new requirements. Wiring provisions 
are made so that individual fluorescent lights or 
business machines can be 
connected=c?irectly to out- 
lets on the carrel. Sin- 
gle-faced f ree-s tanding  
carrels are also available. 
For more information, 
\+rite for Catatog ' 314, 
Dept. SL. 

Manufacturers of the World's Finest Of ice  Equipment, Syctems, Filing Supplics and Visible Records ~ i n r i n n n ; i  12, Ohio 
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his, and quick, courteous door t o  door service, too! 

h Modern trucks with alert, factory trained drivers now 
cover a 15 state area. It's easy t o  schedule service with 
a Heckman truck. A post card will bring a Heckman 
truck t o  your door, ~ i c k  up your books, deliver them to 
our modern plant and return to you again, all within 
28 days! 

BOUND TO PLEASE Skilled craftsmen, and fair, courteous service has made 
Heckman one of the largest exclusive Library Binderies 
i n  the United States. You'll like Heckman's dependable 
service! Cal l  or write today1 

FOR FILMS of ALL TYPES 

Educational Film Guide 
Completely Revised, 1 1 th Edition, 1953 

The NEA Journal has called this Educational Film Guide and the Filmstrip 
Guide bolow "the best single sources of information" on audio-visual ma- 
terial. The Ed. Film Guide has entries for more than 11,000 16 mm films and 
3000 of these are available ot no charge. The bound 11th ed. is $7.60; 
semi-annuol supplement service through Spring of 1957 is $7.50. Both 
togmther arm $12.50. 

Filmstrip Guide 
Completely Revised, 3rd Edition, 1954 

New and completely revised, this comprehensive Guide lists 5,882 
35 mm filmstrips released since 1947. The 3rd edition is $5.00; supplement 
service through the fall of 1957 is $5.00. Both together are $8.50. 

ORDER FROM 
THE H. W. WILSON COMPANY 950  University Ave., N. Y. 52, N. Y. 
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The RANCHER Reference Unit 

Maximum utility i s  the keynote o f  this original RANCHER 

Reference Unit-still another New Life innovation by  Siostrom. Combining a 

30-drawer card catalog, auxiliary shelving, and counter-height reference table, 

this unit gives you "just what you have always wanted." 

It is 68" 1. x 3 1" w. x 42" h. The top shown is 

linoleum. Also available in rubbed maple or MICOLOR*. 

*MICOLOR being Sjostrom's fresh, new 

Formica fops in blendable colors. 

LIBRARY FURNITURE 

JOHN E. S J O S T R O M  COMPANY,  INC., 1731 NORTH T E N T H  STREET, PHILADELPHIA 22, PA. 

PLEASE MENTION SPECIAL LIBRARIES WHEN ANSWERING ADVERTISEMENTS 



The new look in  libraries is strikingly 
e x e m p l i f i e d  i n  C i n c i n n a t i ' s  n e w  
$3,250,000 steel-and-glass structure. 

Librarian: Carl Vitz. 
Architect : Frederick 

W. Garber & Associates. 
General Contractor: 

Frank E. Moser & Son. 

CHOSEN FOR ANOTHER DISTINGUISHED AMERICAN LIBRARY- 
VMP BOOKSTACKS AND LIBRARY EQUIPMENT - 

Multi-tier, top braced stack in  Cincinnati's 
new library is pictured here before books 
were placed on the shelves. This type of stack 
is  fastened t o  the floor, and has channel 
members across the top of  the  columns t o  
assure rigidity. 

\171iatever tile 11eed in library equip- 
ment, VJIP call fill it. Sl~elves, stacks, 
desks, ligl~ts-eve11 col~veyors-are o t~ ly  
a fe\v of tile 111my products tnatle by 
VMP specifically for library use. 

VMP Itcl/)s j m r  / J ~ ~ I I .  In tlte earliest 
stages of planning: VI\IP3s Library Plan- 
ning Sen ice  call be of special 11elp to 
architect or owler.  \\'it11 years of 
specialized experience bel~incl t l ie~u, 
VhlP's skilled engineers can I~e lp  settle 
s u c l ~  basic 21s wlretlrer to have 
~nulti-tier o r  free-sta~~tling booksl~elves. 
M'itl~ VXIP's tecl~uical aid, i~eeclless 
cluplicatiolt of ~ l e v e l o ~ t n e ~ ~ t  work is 
avoicletl. T h r ~ s ,  over-all construction 
costs are pareel. 

Crrtalog o11 r rq~mt .  W'e will glatlly send a 
7-page folder \$-it11 details ; u ~ d  specilica- 
tions on V l I P  library bookstack equip- 
ment. Aclclress i~~cjuiries to Dept. SL-2. 

O R A N G E ,  V I R G I N I A  

Subsidiary of  Chesapeake Industries, Inc. 
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SPECIAL 
LIBRARIES 

Official Journal 
Special Libraries Association 

Volume 47, No. 2 C O N T E N T S  FEBRUARY 1956 

Aeronautical Documentation Practices in Europe and America 
EUGENE R. J 4CKSON 

Aeronautical Documentation in the Netherlands 
GERTRUDE S C H E R P E N I T U I J S ~  and A. C. DE KOCK 

. . . . . . .  Aeronautical Documentation in France G. A. FRI.:NOT 

The Technical Information Bureau of the British Ministry 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  of Supply A. H. HOLLOWAY 

The Present Condition of Air Force Information 
Services in Italy . . . . . . . . .  BRUNO GARIMBERTI 

Aeronautical Documentation in the United States . W. KENNETH LOWRY 

On the Outside Looking In . . . . . . . . .  I,L~CY 0. LEWTOK 

SPECIAL LIBRARIES ASSOCIATION 
SI,A7s Publishing Program . . . . . .  MRS. MARGARET 11. FULLER 
Recorded on the Conference for the Practical Utilization of 

. . . . . . . . . .  Recorded Knowledge JAMES R ,  HAGLINI) 

NEWS ITEMS 
Have You Heard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
The Desk Set - Play Review . . . . . . . . . . .  
Off the Press . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

EDITORlAL STAFF COMMITTEE ON SPECIAL LIBRARIES 
Editor: M ~ R Y  L. ALLISON Cl~nirmnn: MRS. MARGARET H .  FULLER 
Business Mnnnger: MARIAN E. LUCIUS ROMANA JAVITZ, ALMA CLARVOF. MITCHI~.~. 

REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 
Middle W e s t :  MARION E.  WELLS West :  ALBERT P. BRADLEY 
South: DR. GOIJLD H .  CLOUD Canada: GRACE REYNOLDS 

SPECIAL LIBRARIES i s  copyrighted and published monthly September to April, bimonthly May to August, 
by Special Libraries Association. Editorial Offices: 31 East 10 St., New York 3, N. Y. Publication Office: 
Bletcher-Anchors Company Rea Building 704 Second Ave., Pittsburgh 19, Penna. .Subscriptions: U. S., $7; 
foreign $7.50; single copiks 75t. .Pap;rs published in SPECIAL LIBRARIES express the d e w s  of the  
authors, ond do not represent the opinion or the policy of the editorid staff or the publisher. Manuscripts 
submitted for publication must be typed double space on only one side of paper and mailed to the editor. 
.Reprints may be ordered immediately before or after publication. .Second class mail privileges authorized 
ar Pittsburgh, Penna., under the Act of March 3, 1879. Acceptance for  mailing a t  special rate of postage 
provided f o r , i n  the Act of February 28, 1925, authorized February 5, 1947. 

I N ~ E X K I )  In Indasfriul Arts I n d ~ x ,  I'ublic Affairs Information Surviru, and I.ihrory 1,ifrrrrtt:ru. 



SPECIAL LIBRARIES ASSOCIATION 
Putting Knowledge to Work 

OFFICERS 
President 

CNLSTER hl. LLWIS 
The  New York Times, New York,  N.Y. 

First Vice-president and President-Elect 
KAT H ~ R I N I :  L. KINDER 

Johns-Manville Research Center 
~Wanville, New Jersey 

Second Vice-president 
MARY JANE MACDONALD 

Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City 
Kansas City, Missouri 

Secretary 
~ ~ A R G . ~ R E T  A. FIRTH 

United Shoe Machinery Corporation 
Beverly, Massachusetts 

Treasurer 
KT~HTON w. ADKIKSON 

Library oj Congress, Washington, D.C. 
Immediate Past-President 

(;IIF.TCHF:N D. I,ITTI.E 
Atlas Powder Co., Wilmington, Delaware 

DIRECTORS 
ELIZABETH B. FRY 

United States Steel Corporation 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvnnio 

EIJGENE B. JACKSON 
National Advisory Committee /or 

Aeronautics 
Wnshington, D. C. 

CI..~IIA G.  MILLER 
Imperial Oil, Ltd. 
Toronto, Ontario, Canarln 

I)n. J E R ~ O L D  ORYE 
Air University 
Maxwell Air Force Hnse, Alabama 

S ~ R A  hI. PRICE 
The Port of New York Authority 
hrru York,  New York 

1 1 1 ~  ELSE L. SCHULZE 
Proctor & Gamble Compmn r 
Cmcin nati, Ohio 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY: M A I I I ~ R  E. IA I 1115 

Special Libraries Association 
31 East 10 Street, New York 3, NPW Yor1, 

hlEMBERSH1P 
h e s :  Institutional-$30; Active-$10; 
Associate-$5 ; Student-$2 ; Sustaining 
- $50; Lite - $250; Retired - $5. 
For qualifications, privileges and further 
information, write to the Executive 
Secretary, Special Librarieq Association. 

THE 47th ANNUAL CONVENTION WILL BE HELD AT THE HOTEL WILLIAM PENN, PITTSBURGH, PA., 

JUNE 3-7, 1956 

PUBLICATIONS 

Avjati011 So l~ j r t~ t  I-Ieadinge, 1949 ........... $1.75 Libraries for Kesearcll and Indurlry- - 
Hibliography of Engineering Abstract- Planning and Equipment (SL.4 Mono- 

. . . .  ing Services (SLA Bibliography No. graph No. 11, 19.55 ........... 83.00 
l ) ,  1955 1.50 \lap (:ollec~ions in the U. S. and Can- 

................ A Brief for 1.75 ada, A Director)., 19.54 3.00 
Contributions Toward a Special Librar-  h icknames of American Cities, Towns 

Glossary. nd Ed., 1950 ........................... 1.25 ant! Villagrs Past and Presrnt, 19.51 2.00 
. . .  Correlation Index Document Series & SIA Directory of Members, 19.51. 4.00 

PB Reports, 1953 10.00 Source List of Selected Lahor Statistics. 
Creation & Develop Rev. Ed., 1953 

2.00 Subject Headings 
......... Directory of Special Libraries, 1953 5.00 gineering Librar 

Fakes and Forgeries in the Fine Arts, Subject Headings for Financial Libra- 
1.75 ries, 19 5.00 

Technical 
.............................. and Ma 6.00 

1955 ................................................................................. .50 Visual Presentation. Our Library, 1953 5.00 
TECHNICAL BOOK REVIEW INDEX-Subscription, $7.50; Foreign, $8.00; Single copies, 7 5 t  



SLA'S PUBLISHING PROGRAM: 
SPECIAL LIBRARIES 

One of the measures of a professional society i s  its contribution to the literature 
of its field. Special Libraries Association makes its contribution through three serial 
publications and a program of nonperiodical publications. The serial publications 
are SPECIAL LIBRARIES, TECHNICAL BOOK REVIEW INDEX, and TRANSLATION MONTHLY. 
Of these, SPECIAL LIBRARIES has the largest circulation and i s  of general interest to 
special librarians. It i s  considered in some detail below. The other two serve special- 
ized purposes. The nonperiodical publications will be discussed in the March issue 
of SPECIAL LIBRARIES. 

Publishing is both an expense and a source of income. However, it should be 
kept in mind that the main purpose of SLA's publishing program is  not to make 
money but to provide tools necessary for high professional achievement. 

The Association's official journal i s  regarded throughout the library profession 
as one of the outstanding publications in the field. Financing i t  i s  one of the major 
problems of SLA's budgeting. However, there i s  general agreement that publishing 
SPECIAL LIBRARIES i s  one of our most important activities. 

One of the major factors influencing the financial picture of SPECIAL LIBRARIES 
i s  that i t  is included without charge in the membership privileges of the majority of 
the members of the Association. At the end of 1954 almost 3800 copies of the 
journal were distributed to members. At the present subscription rate of $7.00 a 
year, this represents income of $26,600. However, the amount actually applied to 
SPECIAL LIBRARIES from the dues of these members was only $1.60 a member in 
1954. According to the budget this figure, which i s  based on the difference between 
the expenses and income of the journal, wil l be $2.09 in 1956. 

In addition to circulation to members, there were 700 subscribers at the end 
of 1954 bringing in actual income of about $5,000. An additional source of income 
was the sale of advertising space which accounted for approximately $7300. 

Comparable figures for 1945 showed 2800 members receiving the magazine, 
400 subscribers at $2400, subscription rate of $5.00, and cost of about 60 cents a 
member. Advertising income was $5,300. 

On the expense side, the greatest percentage increase since 1945 has been in 
editorial work. Until 1946 the editorial work was almost entirely contributed by 
Alma C. Mitchill as editor with the assistance of a member of her own library staff 
at Public Service Electric & Gas Company, Newark, New Jersey. In that year an 
editorial assistant was added to the staff at Headquarters to do the work previously 
done by Miss Mitchill's assistant. With Miss Mitchill's resignation as editor in 1951 
it became necessary to replace her with a paid editor at a substantial salary. As a 
result, editorial expenses rose from $500 in 1945 to $5,750 in 1954, an increase of 
1050 per cent. Few members are able or willing to devote the time that Miss 
Mitchill contributed for ten years to a voluntary project, nor are many companies 
as generous as hers. 

The largest item in the SPECIAL LIBRARIES budget i s  for printing and i t  has 
increased in common with all printing costs. The quality of paper has been improved 
during this period so that pictures and advertising cuts can be accepted and the 
number of pages has been increased. Printing expenses rose from $8,000 in 1945 to 
$1 1,300 in 1954, an increase of 28 per cent. 
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Over this ten year period, therefore, S ~ W X A I ,  LIBRARIES expenses have increased 
by 97 per cent while the increase in income has been only 77 per cent. In the 1956 
budget the difference between income and expenses has risen to $8,035 in  spite of 
all the Finance Committee and the Executive Board were able to do to cut expenses. 

There remains the possibility of increasing income. One of the particular aims 
of the present Committee on SPECIAL LIBRARIES is to increase income from adver- 
tising. However, SPECIAL LIBRARIES is not a commercial publication but a journal 
designed to assist special librarians in their work and to keep them informed of 
Association and professional activities. In addition, it must be remembered that 
thirteen and one half pages a year are devoted to exchange ads which enable SLA 
to advertise its publications in other library lournals, and at least ten pages are 
devoted to advertising our own publications. Unless the proportion of advertising 
to text is greatly increased, it will be difficult to make advertising pay any larger 
part of the cost of copies distributed to members. Part of the cost of these copies 
will probably always have to be met from dues. Support of the only journal de- 
voted entirely to the interests of special librarians seems a legitimate use of the 
members' money. 

MRS. MARGARET H. FULLER, Chairmarl 
Committee 0 1 1  SPECIAL T J B R A R I E S  

MESSAGE FROM ADVISORY COUNCIL CHAIRMAN 

In 1909, foreseeing the specialized 
needs of a large group of librarians, a 
group of farsighted individuals created 
the Special Libraries Association to 
provide for the librarian of tomorrow. 
The "tomorrow" of 1909 is today, and 
the Association created for tomorrow 
must face a new tomorrow. The increas- 
ing complexity of today's operations in 
business, government, and science is 
placing a heavy burden on the practic- 
ing special librarian. Some regard the 
burden as intolerable, others regard it 
as an opportunity for accomplishment. 

An aggressive and foresighted asso- 
ciation cannot be content with stopgap 
measures to meet each crisis as it de- 
velops. The Association must chart its 
course boldly and wisely so it can con- 
trol to a maximum its own destiny. 

Recently the Advisory Council was 
formally organized through the election 
of a chairman at the 1955 Fall Meet- 
ing of the Executive Board and Advis- 
ory Council. These moves have estab- 
lished strong additional resources for 
serving the SLA of today and preparing 
for the SLA of tomorrow. 

It is proposed that three important 
steps are in order: 

(1) Study-research into the needs of 
the special librarian of tomorrow; 

(2  ) Education-sponsoring of seminars 
by leading library and documentation 
educators to provide special librarians 
with quick, effective, and profitable re- 
fresher courses or highly informative 
and helpful introductions into new 
methods and resources; 

( 3 )  Positive action-leadership in un- 
dertaking new projects which will raise 
the technical and financial sights of the 
special librarian. 

Bold steps have already been taken 
in the above directions. Bolder and more 
incisive steps will be required in the 
future. The Chairman of the Advisory 
Council will need determined and eager 
support and guidance by the members 
in grappling with the difficult problems 
and in uncovering opportunities for 
positive action to bring before our 
President and his Executive Board. 

ALLEN KENT, Chairman 
Advisory Council, 1955-56 

SPECIAL LIBRARIES 



AERONAUTICAL DOCUMENTATION 
PRACTICES IN EUROPE 
AND AMERICA 

EUGENE B. JACKSON 
Chief, Division of Research Information, National Advisory Committee for 

Aerorrautics; Chairmarr, AGARD Documentation Committee 

0 VEK TWO HUNDRED SLA members and guests from six foreign 
countries attended a "Review of Current Technical Documenta- 

tion in Europe and America" at the Kresge-Hooker Scientific Library, 
Wayne University, Detroit, June 16, 1955. This meeting was a post- 
convention feature of the SLA 46th Annual Convention. It was under 
the joint sponsorship of the Science-Technology Division and the 
Documentation Committee, Advisory Group for Aeronautical Research 
and Development, North Atlantic Treaty Organization.* 

E. B. Jackson 
Upon learning that AGARD would meet in Ottawa, Canada, during 

June 1955, the Sci-Tech Chairman, Margaret Hilligan, conceived the idea of the joint 
meeting. Cooperation was forthcoming from the concerned SLA and AGARD officials, 
Wayne University. and the invited speakers. 

The morning session was intended mainly as a briefing of the European visitors on 
American documentation research. It was arranged by the chairman, W. Kenneth Lowry, 
Air Research and Development Command, Baltimore, who is the AGARD Documenta- 
tion Committee's coordinator on documentation research. His speakers were Saul Herner, 
Atlantic Research Corporation: Calvin Mooers, Zator Company; James W. Perry, 
Western Reserve University; and Williaim A. Wildhack, National Bureau of Standards. 
European research was represented by the paper "Information Theory" by R. A. Fair- 
thorne, Royal Aircraft Establishment, Farnborough, England, that was read by R. G. 
Thorne. This paper was published in SPECIAL LIBRARIES, October 1955. 

The afternoon session was intended to be a briefing of the domestic participants by 
European visitors on their national aeronautical documentation practices. The current 
issue contains those contributions on the situation in the Netherlands, France, Italy, and 
the United Kingdom. An article on American aeronautical documentation practices pre- 
pared by W. Kenneth Lowry rounds out the picture. 

Some background remarks may be in order for orientation. European aeronautical 
documentation centers are more centralized and more authoritarian than Ameriran 
ones. Accordingly, it is not possible to cite exact parallels. 

The Dutch National Luchtvaartlaboratoriinn (NLL) corresponds roughly to thr 
NACA. Its documentation office is solely or largely responsible for Dutch aeronautical 
abstracting, aeronautical subject classification, international reports acquisition, research 
reports publication, translations, and the usual technical library services. 

In France the Service de Documentation et d'lnformation Technique de 1'ACronau- 
tique (SDIT) combines the equivalent functions of the Armed Services Technical In- 
formation Agency (ASTIA) and the Office of Technical Services (OTS) . 

" AGARD was described by the writer before the Engineering Section, Sci-Tech Division, at the 45th 
Annual Convention, May 1954. Copies of an official AGARD informational brochure may be obtained 
upon request to him. 
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