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Must your news files

be so big?

Think of all the shelf room you’'ve had to sacrifice in maintaining an
adequate reference file of newspapers and news magazines.

Why not start reclaiming that valuable space for other uses?

That’s exactly what you'll achieve when you start a file of The New
York Times on Microfilm. A whole year’s series of reels will take up less
than a cubic foot of space in a filing cabinet. Yet you'll be storing the com-
plete newspaper—all the news that’s published every day in the Late City
Edition, the one that is used in compiling The New York Times Index.

And besides saving you all that space, The New York Times on Micro-
film will save you money .. . the money you would otherwise spend in bind-
ing, repairing and replacing newsprint editions.

It’s a fast service, too . .. a new reel is completed every ten days, and
mailed to you within four days of the period it covers. And only $160 pays
for a whole year’s service.

In offering you all these advantages, your subscription will pay for
itself quickly. Why not send your order in today?

THE NEW YORK TIMES ON MICROFILM
229 West 43rd Street, New York 36, N. Y.
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For Complete Basic Financial Records of 230 Leading Industrial Firms:

NEW ferrick-Smith "INDUSTRIAL ANALYSES”

costs little ... yet indudes valuable data unavailable until now!

DESIGNED FOR QUICK,
EASY REFERENCE

@ Presents financial statistics only
on the 230 “most-referred-t0” indus-
trial firms; balance sheet, cash flow,
income account, common share, in-
terim data.

® Each firm’s record is on a single
page, tabbed alphabetically in
sturdy, loose-leaf binder.

® New printing process has high
legibility, speeds reference.

® Replacements are complete, re-
vised pages which keep INDUS-
TRIAL ANALYSES up-to-date as
stock splits, new data are an-
nounced.

Exclusive data make Herrick-Smith INDUSTRIAL
ANALYSES uniquely helpful in reference. Much is
rarely obtainable from other sources, if at all.
Examples: price-earnings ratios, cash flow, mean
yield, return on capitalization, expenses per sales
dollar, dividends as percent of earnings, working
capital per dollar sales. Also income and common
share averages for 1935-39, 1942-45, 1951-55.

Read the review of INDUSTRIAL ANALYSES
in Library Journal, Oct., 1955, page 2172, for an
evaluation of its special advantages to librarians,

Moderate cost covers both current edition and re-
placement service for one year. Sold direct only; $54
a year (less 20% to public libraries).

Send now for complete information with sample
page, indexes, explanatory notes. Or ask for INDUS-
TRIAL ANALYSES on approval for ten days. Write to:

Herrick-Smith & Co.

Dept. 14 401 Euclid Ave. Cleveland 14, Ohio

NEW!

NOUVEAU TRAITé DE CHIMIE MINéRAlE

ed. Paul Pascal
To be complete in 19 vols. appearing 1956-1960

Not a new edition of the previous “Traité”, also edited by
Pascal, but an entirely new work. Modern atomic theory will

Now ready

be especiallly emphasized.

vol. I: Généralités. Air. Eau. Hydrogéne.
Deutérium. Tritium. Hélium et gaz
inertes.
by G. Bouissieres, M. Haissinsky,
G. Pannetier, P. Pascal and R. Vial-
lard. 1102 pp. 275 il

cloth $25.00

STECHERT -HAFNER, INC.

FOUNDED IN NEW YORK 1872

The World’s Leading International Booksellers
31 East 10T STREET, NEW YoRK 3, N. Y.
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Place your arder

for any Springer - Verlag @ ENCYCLOPEDIA
@ HANDBUCH
’ @ SERIES or
through ® SINGLE BOOK
SPRINGER PUBLISHING COMPANY, INC.
NEW YORK

oqaae you M({%ecg these large new works?
® ENCYCLOPEDIA OF PHYSICS in 54 volumes

. . . just beginning—four volumes published so far. Two-thirds in English.

® MODERN METHODS OF PLANT ANALYSIS

in 4 volumes . . . just completed. Two-thirds in English.
® ENCYCLOPEDIA OF PLANT PHYSIOLOGY
in 18 volumes . .. one volume published so far. Largely in English

and German.
Subscriptions to sets, any time before their com-
pletion—at a 20% saving compared with list price.
Orders for individual volumes accepted.
Prepublication orders for individual volumes—at
20% saving.

SPRINGER Publishing Company, Inc.,  pept. sv-1
44 East 23rd Street, New York 10, N. Y.

FOR FILMS of ALL TYPES
.

Educational Film Guide

Completely Revised, 11th Edition, 1953

The NEA Journal has called this Educational Film Guide and the Filmstrip
Guide below “the best single sources of information” on audio-visval ma-
terial. The Ed. Film Guide has entries for more than 11,000 16 mm films and
3000 of these are available at no charge. The bound 11th ed. is $7.50;
semi-annual supplement service through Spring of 1957 is $7.50. Both
together are $12.50.

Filmstrip Guide

Completely Revised, 3rd Edition, 1954

New and completely revised, this comprehensive Guide lists 5,882
35 mm filmstrips released since 1947. The 3rd edition is $5.00; supplement
service through the fall of 1957 is $5.00. Both together are $8.50.

ORDER FROM
THE H. W. WILSON COMPANY 950 University Ave., N. Y. 52, N. Y.
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THE FINEST
IN LIBRARY
FURNITURE

Finest because

Siéstrém emphasizes quality,
looks ahead to tomorrow,
meets new needs with

new designs.

Just introduced

are the units shown

and MICOLOR—Formica
tops in 4 basic colors.

Catalog L-54 describes
the "New Life" line;
Circular C-553 describes
the units shown

and MICOLOR tops.

Ask for either or both.

NO. C-282 Multi-Level Circulation Desk. A desk with
MICOLOR top and shelving wing. Cabinet on exterior

side closed with sliding doors.

NO. 291-30RS Reference Unit. i Combines 30 drawer card catalog with

auxiliary shelving (reverse &b side) and counter-height table.

200-series FREELINE table with : MICOLOR top in satin smooth Formica.

SJOSTROM

1717 NORTH TENTH STREET, PHILADELPHIA 22, PA.

OF PHILADELPHIA
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With a building and equipment cost of
$1,650,000, the new University of Toledo
Library combines modern functional fea-
tures and traditional good taste.

— >

Librarian: Mrs. Richard E. Gilham. Architects: Bellman, Gillett, and Richards. General Contractor: John H. Berkebile & Sons, Inc.

CHOSEN FOR ANOTHER DISTINGUISHED AMERICAN
LIBRARY —VMP METAL BOOKSTACKS AND CARRELS

Whatever the need in metal library stacks
and partitioning, vMP can fill it! Shelves,
stacks, desks, partitions, doors, conveyors
—the list of vmp library products of
value to the architect and owner is both
long and complete.

VMP HELPS YOU PLAN, The use of vMmP’s
Library Planning Service often results
in substantial savings in time and
money, eliminates needless duplication of
development work, lowers over-all con-
struction costs.

Catalogs and literature on request. We will
gladly send an 8-page folder with details
and specifications of vmp library book-
stack equipment, along with information
on VMP MOBILWALL partitions. Mention
if you are currently interested in vmp
Library Planning Service, and a capable
representative will contact you. Address
inquiries to Dept. SL-3.

VMP STACKS give the University of Toledo Library effi-
cient, low-maintenance storage. VMP carre! units provide
privacy, comfortable study conditions—at low cost.

[ * ® D ) -
irginia etal roducts, inc.

ORANGE, VIRGINIA
Subsidiary of Chesapeake Industries, Inc.
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SLA’S PUBLISHING PROGRAM:
NON-SERIAL PUBLICATIONS

Since 1945 Special Libraries Association has contributed twenty-nine publications
to library literature, an average of just under three a year. With few exceptions,
SLA publications have been compiled, written, or edited by members of the Asso-
ciation who have confributed their time and work to further the profession of special
librarianship. Considered as a whole these publications have more than paid their
printing costs and during the past few years have eontributed approximately $3,000
a year to the salaries of the editorial staff at Headquarters.

in turn, the budget for general operations has absorbed the cost of handling the
sales of all publications, including storage and promotion. Advertising space in other
library journals is made available by the exchange of space in SpEciAL LiBRARIES.
As with other activities of the Association, no exact allocation of the overhead cost
of Headquarters is charged to the publications program. However, if the facilities of
Headquarters were not available, these services would have to be provided in some
other way.

Prior to 1951 Institutional members were entitled to receive all nonperiodical
publications of the Association without charge. This provision was changed in 1951
and Institutional members now receive a 50 per cent discount on all such publica-
tions. This is a factor that is considered when the price of any publication is determined.

In 1949 a Publications Fund was established in which all receipts from the sale
of publications are deposited and from which all direct costs such as printing, post-
age, and mailing containers are paid. The Fund was established to cushion the
general funds of the Association against large expenditures for printing which are
not related to current income and are difficult to budget in advance.

The Fund has grown over the intervening period from $2,672 in 1949 to $25,198
at the end of 1955. Of the latter amount, $17,371 is cash and $7,827 represents
inventory of publications. Income for 1955 from sales of 3,029 publications amounted
to $7,939 and almost sixty items were distributed each week. Income per copy
averaged only $2.62 because of the large number of low priced items sold last
year. Handling a fifty cent pamphlet takes just as much time as filling an order for a
ten dollar book while the financial return is much smaller. However, the value of a
publication to the profession cannot be judged by its price and some of our less
expensive publications are most useful tools.

As long as we depend solely on members of the Association for manuscripts the
expansion of our publishing program will be limited. There is, however, a growing
demand for tools in the library field. in addition to encouraging Divisions, Commit-
tees, and Chapters in projects leading to Association publication, some consideration
might be given to publishing material in the special library field submitted by other
organizations and by nonmembers. In whatever way the publications program
develops, it will continue to be one of the most influential and far-reaching activities
of the Association.

Lucitie Jackson
Chairman, Committee on Non-Serial Publications
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E. G. BRISCH:

Something New in Classification

BARBARA KYLE
Chairman, Council of Aslib

Social Sciences Documentation, London, England

EDWARD G. BRriscH devised his first
classification in 1926 when, as a
young engineer and deputy chief de-
signer of a motor car factory, he was
faced with the task of putting in order
an unwieldy mass of tracings, lists, and
schedules supplied by a licensing firm
for launching a new production. On his
own admission a lazy man and one
deprived almost entirely of memory,
he had to design something that would
enable him quickly to find what he
quickly put away. Since then he has
had many more opportunities to design
systems as a classification and coding
consultant to over two hundred clients,
half of them firms and organizations of
national and international repute.

His work is built essentially on three
principles of classification:
1. That any item or concept must be
classified according to its basic perma-
nent characteristic, from the point of
view of the ultimate user.
2. That the whole range of items con-
sidered must be covered.
3. That all categories must be mutually
exclusive.

His work in its final form takes the
shape of individually designed code
books, enabling the user not only to
find any desired item at very short
notice and to feel certain that nothing
has been omitted, but also to simplify
and standardize by eliminating unneces-
sary varieties and recording, arranging,
and controlling the necessary ones.

100

Acting on his experience in the field
of industrial classification, E. G. Brisch
now applies the same principles to
documentation. Among his more recent
work in this field can be mentioned
classifications for the European Pro-
ductivity Agency of the Organization
for European Economic Cooperation,
for the Modular Society in England,
and for the film industry. He has also
devised a classification for the Music
Library of the British Museum which
is now under consideration. In this brief
article I hope to make his methods
more widely known.

The quickest way to make clear a
system of classification either to the
layman or to the librarian is, after the
briefest introduction, to demonstrate it
by classifying and then retrieving items
from a body of material. This is the
method I intend to adopt here. The
first difficulty is to choose a subject
field which will not immediately an-
tagonize or bore that part of one’s
audience unfamiliar with its terminol-
ogy. I have therefore chosen to illus-
trate “special purpose classifications”
in a field familiar to most readers —
nursery rhymes. ,

The basic operations of the method
are:

1. Analysis of the material from the
point of view of the intended user (in
the case of nursery rhymes we will
suppose the child).

2. Arrangement of the concepts into
categories relevant to the wuser and
based on the preceding analysis.
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3. A synthetic notation that consists of
a combination of brief symbols repre-
senting different categories which are
not themselves minutely subdivided.
The advantages of the system are:
1. Simplicity of operation once the
schedules have been composed.
2. A constantly mnemonic and economic
notation.
3. Appropriateness to the needs of the
user.
4. Ability to express complex subjects.
5. The length of notation employed for
any given search is related to the
quantity of material.

These points should become clear by
demonstration. To refresh our mem-
ories I will quote four nursery rhymes
which will serve as examples:

Mary had a little lamb

Whose fleece was white as snow,
And everywhere that Mary went
That lamb was sure to go.

Little Jack Horner

Sat in the corner

Eating his Christmas pie.

He put in his thumb

And pulled out a plum

And said “What a good boy am I!”

Doctor Foster

Went to Gloucester

In a shower of rain.

He stepped in a puddle
Right up to his middle

And never went there again.

Hey diddle diddle!

The cat and the fiddle!

The cow jumped over the moon.

The little dog laughed

To see such sport

And the dish ran away with the spoon.

Now let us analyze the material

from the point of view of the user, the
child who requires for recitation a par-
ticular nursery rhyme about which he
has some vague data remembered from
previously hearing it. He may remem-
ber a proper name such as Mary, or
that a little girl named or unnamed
appeared in the story, that a particular
animal was mentioned, or that some-
thing was eaten, or someone was cruel,
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or that there were jingles of funny
words. We can now begin to think in
categories related to the inquirer’s ap-
proach to the subject. After several

E. G. Brisch

drafts and tests we can attach a nota-
tion to our schedules of categories and
the result is the following classification:

00 NAMEs — WORDS — JINGLES

01 Men’s and boys’ names

02 Women’s and girls’ names

03 Animal names, e.g. Baa Lamb, Cock
Robin

04 Funny names, e.g. Humpty Dumpty

05 Names of days, months, birthdays

06 Meaningless jingles, e.g. Higgledy Pig-
gledy

07 London

08 Place names except London

10 HUMAN AND SUPERNATURAL BEINGS

11 Men, kings, fathers, husbands, masters,
sirs, uncles

12 Women, queens, mothers, wives, mis-
tresses, dames, aunts

13 Boys, princes, sons, brothers

14 Girls, princesses, daughters, sisters

15 Ogres, giants, genii

16 Fairies, dwarves, gnomes, elves

17 Trades and professional people, e.g.
doctors, parsons, bakers

18 Soldiers, armies, crowds, servants

20 THE BobY AND Its PARTS
21 Head and parts, hair, eyes, nose, fore-
head, mouth
22 Trunk
23 Arms, hands, fingers, thumbs
24 Legs, feet, toes
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30 FAUNA AND FLORA

31 Beasts

32 Birds

33 Insects

34 Water animals, fish
35 Flowers

36 Fruit

37 Vegetables including corn
38 Trees, bushes, shrubs, grasses

40 AcTIONS AND BEHAVIOUR (1)

41 Being born, being ill, dying

42 Eating, drinking, being greedy

43 Growing, producing, making, harvest-
ing, selling

44 Preparing, cooking

45 Being kind, helpful,
curing, good

46 Being cruel, fighting, hating, injuring,
killing, bad

47

48 Writing, teaching, reading

loving, giving,

50 ACTIONS AND BEHAVIOUR (2)
51 Lying down, sitting
52 Standing, running, falling down
53 Riding, flying, travelling, escaping
54 Gestures of anger, scorn, stamping
55 Gestures of goodwill, smile, wink, nod

60 OBJECTS — POSSESSIONS — IMPLEMENTS
61 Clothes, rags, adornments, jewels
62 Weapons, sticks, stones, guns
63 Furniture, utensils, tables, beds, chairs
64 Means of transport
65 Food, pies, cake, bread, wine, milk,
water
66 Musical instruments, toys
67 Books, pen, ink, paper
68 Other implements, clocks

70 WEATHER — SCENERY — PLACE

71 Weather, climate, season

72 Moon, sun, stars, sky, air

73 Water, river, sea, lake

74 Outdoors, natural-—fields, woods, caves,
hills

75 Outdoors, man-made — town,
bridges, walls, gardens

76 Buildings, castles, houses

77 TRooms, passages, windows, doors

streets,

80 QUALITIES
81 Colours, light and bright, white, red,
gold
82 Colours, dim and dark, black, brown
83 Pretty, beautiful
84 Ugly, hideous, crooked, misshapen
85 Big, tall, huge, fat, great
86 Little, tiny, wee, thin, small

87 Number, quantity, few, many, 10, 100,
10,000

88 Value, price, poor, rich

It will be seen that the whole subject
has been covered in a comparatively
small number of headings or chapeaux,
each of which comprises a cluster of
concepts, and that the whole classifica-
tion can be printed on one sheet of
paper, making even an index unneces-
sary in this case.

Now assume that each of 500 or
5,000 nursery rhymes is printed either
on a card with 72 numbered punch
holes around the edge or on a number
of unpunched cards each bearing in
the top right-hand corner a stamp con-
sisting of nine squares numbered 0 to 8.
(The number 9 is always reserved for
further expansion.)

We can now proceed to code our
material. All concepts should be coded,
whereas in the examples given here
only a selection of codings is shown.

Beginning with “Mary had a little
lamb . . .”, three categories are clear
and a fourth is implied; first, girl’s
name—~02; second, size—86; third, ani-
mal—31; and fourth, girl—14. Punch-
ed cards are therefore cut at holes 02,
86, 31, 14, or four cards are marked
as shown in Figure 1 and filed respec-

0]1[2]3]4]5[]6|718]
2] 4 11; 6i

Figure 1—An unpunched card with chapeaux
numbers for “Mary had a little lamb . . .”
marked on the lower line.

tively at 02, 14, 31, 86. So far the first
four advantages are demonstrated —
simplicity, economic and mnemonic no-
tation, appropriateness, and ability to
express complex concepts. The fifth
advantage is achieved by operating
only as much of the code as the quan-
tity of material makes necessary.

If the number of nursery rhymes that
appear on needling the punched cards
for proper names of women and girls
(02) is only ten, one can quickly glance
at all ten and find what he needs with-
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