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When was it published ?

What facts were revealed?

Here’s the fast way to find out

When you are trying to locate news
items and articles about developments
in your field, do you often get bogged
down in hit-or-miss research?

Maybe you need The New York
Times Index. Many special libraries
find it indispensable. It’s a fast and ac-
curate guide to all kinds of information.

For this widely used service is not
merely an index to the kind of news you
expect to find in an ordinary newspaper.
It’s an index to practically everything
published in The New York Times. And
that covers the whole wide range of
human activity.

Yes, The New York Times Index is
your guide to the news of advances in
science and medicine. Experiments in
education. New legislation. Important
court decisions. Business and financial
developments. Sociological surveys.
New products and inventions. Manu-
facturing techniques. Labor-manage-
ment meetings...events in every
branch of endeavor.

All this wealth of news is organized
and summarized in The New York
Times Index—first in a twice-a-month
edition, then in a Cumulative Annual
Volume covering the entire year’s
events. There’s nothing else like it!

And it’s not expensive. The New
York Times Index is a non-profit serv-
ice, and the rates to subscribers cover
only a small portion of the production

e  The New York Times

NBEX
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costs. At a price of only $45, you can
have a full year’s subscription to the
twice-a-month edition. For only $25
more ($70 in all) you can have your
subsecription include the 1956 Cumula-
tive Annual Volume, to be published
this spring.

At these prices, The Index is a re-
markable buy for librarians who want
to streamline their news-finding opera-
tions. Why let another week go by with-
out sending in your order, or at least
writing for a complimentary copy of a
recent twice-a-month edition?

The New Hork Times Index

229 West 43rd Street, New York 36, New York
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» Bibliography of New Guides and Aids to ™..:

Public Documents Use 1953-1956 (SLA Bibliography No. 2)

Compiled by Jerome K. Wilcox

70 entries describing recent publications that list general, Federal,
state, municipal, foreign and international public documents. In-
cludes a combined subject and title index.

18 pages $1.50 Paper

» SLA Directory of Members As of September 15, 1956

An alphabetical listing giving address, Chapter, Division and
Section affiliations and type of membership.

$2.00 — SLA Members
$4.00 — Nonmembers
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Volumes 1-15, 1929-1937
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Single volumes, cloth bound . . . . . . . . . . . each $2140
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111 Fifth Avenue, New York 3, New York
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Dissertation
Abstracts

An ever-current survey covering
approximately 4000 Doctoral
Dissertations from 66 colleges

and universities each year.

A joint program of the ACRL and University Micro-
films, Dissertation Abstracts, is a unique guide to the
work being done by Doctoral candidates in major edu-
cational centers. Each issue of this journal contains ap-
proximately 325 exclusive abstracts — 600 word syn-
opses of the salient points in each dissertation.

Where more extensive information is desired, com-
plete copies of the dissertations are available on stand-

ard microfilm or on 515" x 8" pho-

NEW Index to American tographic enlargements.
Doctoral Dissertations for 1956

COMBINED SUBSCRIPTION

Lists all Doctoral Dissertations pub-

lished in 1956 in U.S. and Canada, 12 issues Dissertation A.bstract§ $2:-gg
arranged by subject. Hard Index to Am. Doctoral Dissertation .
cover -binding . . . . $8.00 Total $25.50

Order your subscription today.

UNIVERSITY MICROFILMS

A N N A RBOR, MICHI!I GAN
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Recent Technical Information Activities

Of The U. S. Atomic Energy Commission

The Impact of High Level Government Information
Programs in the Atomic Energy Field Upon the
Bibliographic Activities of the Technical Infor-
mation Service and its Extension in Oak Ridge

PAUL E. POSTELL and MARGARET L. PFLUEGER
Technical Information Service Extension, Oak Ridge, Tennessee

WITH the announcement by Rep-
resentative Henry Cabot Lodge
of the United States government’s
Atoms for Peace Program in the United
Nations Assembly in 1954, the Atomic
Energy Commission’s Technical Infor-
mation Service was confronted with an
expanded and accelerated task. In ad-
dition to this new program, the Tech-
nical Information Service and its ex-
tension at Oak Ridge were already con-
cerned with the AEC’s Civilian Appli-
cation Program.

Atoms for Peace Program

The Atoms For Peace announcement
had a tremendous effect on AEC’s in-
formation activities. Up to that time
a technical cooperation program, which
involved the exchange of technical
know-how in the field of atomic energy,
had been carried on between the United
States and a small number of foreign
countries, For its part AEC had estab-
lished depositories of unclassified re-
search and development reports in
Australia, Canada, Great Britain and
Belgium. Conversely, these countries
made available to AEC many of their
technical reports.

Mr. Lodge’s message called for a
much more comprehensive and exten-
sive exchange of unclassified scientific
information than had been in effect up
to 1954. Under the new program it
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became the objective of the United
States to make unclassified information
available to friendly countries on a
greatly expanded scale. It no longer was
sufficient to supply documents to for-
eign countries upon their request. Rath-
er, the aim was to supply complete li-
braries of AEC report literature. This
was no small undertaking because
copies of many of the documents were
not available in Oak Ridge in sufficient
number, nor were processing facilities
then adequate for setting up a large
number of collections in a short time.

The documents in the files of the
Technical Information Service Exten-
sion in Oak Ridge are of every variety
of shape, form and physical condition.
Many are clean printed copies, but
many of the early reports made avail-
able to TISE are in mimeograph, ditto,
or typed form and as such are difficult
to read or to reproduce by photographic
or other inexpensive means. A reprint-
ing program was necessary after TISE
had first recalled from AEC sites as
many reports as possible. Microrepro-
duction activities under contract with
the Microcard Corporation were con-
siderably expanded.

The work of reproduction on a large
scale had hardly begun when an an-
nouncement was made in Washington
concerning the International Confer-
ence on Atomic Energy to be held in
Geneva, Switzerland, in the summer of
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1955. The U. S. Atomic Energy m-
mission played a leading role i1 ‘he
promotion, planning and carryin; ut
of this important conference, the firsr
of its kind on such a large scale. The
various AEC program divisions took a
leading part in making this conference
a success and AEC operations offices
and contractors were called upon to
contribute in many ways. For example,
the Oak Ridge National Laboratory
built and shipped to Geneva a “swim-
ming pool” reactor for exhibit at the
conference. Many scholarly papers were
prepared by scientists of the AEC and
its contractors for presentation at the
meeting in Switzerland.

The Technical Information Service
was in charge of various projects in
connection with the technical informa-
tion aspects of the conference. It was
asked to assemble and staff a complete
library of AEC unclassified research
and development reports with a card
catalog to cover its contents. When as-
sembled for shipment at Oak Ridge,
the library of AEC literature consisted
of some 7,000 reports, a complete set
of the wunclassified National Nuclear
Energy Series (28 bound volumes pub-
lished by McGraw-Hill and containing
hundreds of papers prepared during the
Manhattan District days), other books
written and sponsored by AEC as well
as commercially available books on
atomic energy and a complete collection
of Nuclear Science Abstracts. The card
catalog, which was assembled to cover
the collection of reports, contained some
60,000 cards.

Concurrent with the work incidental
to the International Conference, the
Technical Information Service Exten-
sion continued its work on the repro-
duction and assembly of reports for the
Atoms for Peace libraries. As of this
writing (November 1956) 45 Atoms
for Peace collections of reports have
been assembled and shipped to friendly
foreign countries, a list of which is
printed in Nuclear Science Abstracts.
Each collection now consists of ap-
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proximately 13,000 reports and includes
a card catalog.

Civilian Application Program

A second national program which had
a far-reaching effect on the activities of
the Technical Information Servicé was
the Civilian Application Program, which
is the Atomic Energy Commission’s ef-
fort to further positive steps toward the
industrial utilization of atomic energy.
The Atomic Energy Act of 1954 charges
AEC with the responsibility for facili-
tating the development of the peaceful
uses of the atom, subject to the restric-
tions required by national security.l

The AEC’s policy, from the time of
its establishment in 1947, has been to
release unclassified scientific informa-
tion to the public. This has been done
in several ways: by deposit in some 56
research libraries throughout the cour
try; by sale through the Office of Ter}:
nical Services, U. S. Department
Commerce and the Superintendent o:
Documents; by publication in scientific
journals; and by sale in microcopy form
through the Microcard Foundation ans
the Readex Microprint Corporation. Ir.
addition, AEC has a continuing pro-
gram of reviewing security classified re-
ports to determine those which may be
declassified. When a report is unclassi-
fied, it is then made available to the
public by one or more of the means
mentioned above. Through this program
thousands of reports, formerly classified
and restricted in use to the AEC and
its contractors, have been declassified
and made public.

The release of classified reports to
American industrial firms interested in
the development of atomic energy for
peaceful uses, particularly the use of
nuclear reactors for the production of
power, became the expanded objective
of the AEC under the Civilian Appli-
cation Program. This objective was
limited only by the requirement that
no information be released which could
compromise the security of the nation;
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Portions of the clas-
sified and unclassi-
fied card catalogs in
the Technicai Infor-
mation Service Ex-
tension Civilian Ap-
plication Program
Reference Center. A
microcard reader s
being used in the
rear.

U. §. Atomic Energy Commission, OQak Ridge, Tenn.

information pertaining to the design,
manufacture or utilization of atomic
weapons is not made available.

As a means of fulfilling this respon-
.ibility AEC, in the winter of 1955, in-
ugurated its access permit program,
which is described quite completely in
the Federal Register.? Under new pro-
cedures and regulations, access to re-
stricted data can be obtained if a dem-
onstrated “need to know” is shown by
an individual or firm. The AEC issues
a limited access agreement to those
who show a need for AEC confidential-
restricted data (“L” clearance). Firms
that can fully satisfy AEC’s security
requirements and can show a need,
may be granted access to secret-restrict-
ed data in certain specified subject cate-
gories. These are given “Q” access per-
mits. At this time (November 1956)
some 296 “L” and 288 “Q” permits have
been granted and facility clearances ap-
proved, with another 300 to 400 appli-
cations approved and facilities under
investigation.

Accelerated Review Program

In October 1955, the AEC issued a
revised declassification guide which al-
lowed for the downgrading or declassi-
fication of wide areas of information
which had previously been classified as
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confidential or secret. This permitted a
broader release of atomic energy in-
formation to access permittees and the
public than had been possible before.

In order to speed the release of this
information, the AEC instituted and
carried out an accelerated program of
reviewing the classified research and
development reports in the files of the
Technical Information Service Exten-
sion in Oak Ridge. Some 35 scientists
from AEC sites were sent to that city
for a period of approximately three
months during the latter part of 1955
and first part of 1956. These reviewers
were specialists in various fields: physi-
cists, chemists, metallurgists, biologists,
biochemists and nuclear engineers. Their
task was to examine for possible down-
grading and release 30,773 research
and development reports and informal
memoranda. The bulk of these reports
were in the files of TISE and the re-
mainder were sent to Oak Ridge by
AEC sites for this review.

The recommendations of reviewers
for downgrading and release were then
checked by specialists in classification
policies from the AEC’s Division of
Classification, and the reports were as-
signed the lowest possible classification.
After this classification review the docu-
ments were evaluated by TISE profes-
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