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ANNUAL CONFERENCE
SPECIAL LIBRARIES ASSOCIATION

The Washington confcrence of the Special libraries association, May 23
to 28, marked another advance in the campaign which the Association is
waging to make the information from books, magazines, papers, manuscripts,
and spccial researches a factor in the practical work of commerce, industry
and public affairs.

The mectings were marked by keen interest, practical discussion and con-
structive plans. The Assuciation has realized the importance of the task
confronting il from the beginning and the energics of all its workers have
been directed to the formulation and execution of practical programs of de-
velopment.

Since its organization in 1909, one after another of the plans which the
Association has formulated have been carried into operalion, either directly
by the Association or by agencies created or interested through their work.

The Washington meeling set on foot new plans of the greatest sig-
nificance for the work of the Association. A committee to study the subject
of a clearing house of municipal information; another to report on the special
library in relation to the training of men in industry; and a third on the
subject of classification schemes for special libraries, were created and the
committees on the use of clippings and on training of special librarians were
continued.

The application of the idea of the special library to practical fields is
just now reaching large proportions. TFive years’ time has seen the use of
such libraries approved by big business and commercial concerns. The next
five years will see the special Iibrary established as a permanent adjunct of
all progressive enterprises which depend upon organized information for
guidance.
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Minutes of the Special Libraries Association Meeting
New Willard Hotel, Washington, D. C.

FIRST SESSION.
May 27, 1914.

The sixth annual meeting of the Special
libraries associafion was called to order hy
the Pregident, Mr, D. N. Handy, in the large
rocom on the Mezzanine floor at 2:55 p. m.

After introductory remarks, Mr. John A.
Lapp, of the Burean of legislative informa-
tion, Indianapolis, Indiana, was introduced.
He spoke on “Methods tollowed and results
achieved tlirough co-operation of forty leg-
jslative reference and similar libraries”
(Published in Special Libraries, June, 1914.)

Owing to the absence of Mr., Eugene F.
McPike, of Chicago, who was to have read a
paper entitled “Methods followed and re-
sults achieved by ‘International notes and
querics’ and similar enterprises,” .this pa-
per was omitted. (Published in Special Li-
braries, June, 1914.)

Mr. A. G, 8. Josephson, secretary of the
Index office, of Chicago, presented a paper
entitled “Index office, 1ts nearer purpose and
its larger aim" (Summarized in Special
Libraries, June, 1914.)

This was followed by a paper entitled
“The Boston co-operative information bu-
reau in the light of three years of service,”
by Mr. G. W. Lee, president of the Bureauy,
of Boston. (Published in Special Libraries,
June, 1914.)

After informal discussion from the floor
Mr. R. H. Johnston, librarian of the Bureau
of railway economics, Washington, N. C,
read a paper entitled “Co-operation and the
gpecial hibrarian: can librarians themselves
co-operate in ways that will be helpful and
at the same time practical; can co-operation
be reduced to a simple system which will
work itsclf?”

At the close of this paper a motion was
made by Mr, Lee, seconded by Mr. Meyer,
that there be a nominating committee cre-
ated to bring in nominations for officers for
the ensguing year at a subsequent meeting.
Motion carried. Motion, made by Mr. Mac-
farlane and seconded by Mr Lec that the
chair appoint this nominating committee,
was cartied. The chair appointed: AMr. John
A. Lapp, chairman, Miss O. Z. Massey, Miss
0. M. Imhoff, Mr. G. W. Lee, Mr I. N. Mor-
ton

The meeting adjourned at 4:37 p. m.

SECOND SESSION.
May 28, 1914,

The sccond session was called together
at 10-20 a. m, on the Mezzanine floor of the

New Willard Hotel by Mr. D. N. Handy,
President.

The first paper presented was “A national
center for municipal information,” by John
Cotton. Dana. (Published in this issue of
Special Libraries )

The question of whether or not discussion
should take place regarding Mr. Dana’s pa-
per being raised by the President, a motion
was made, seconded and carried to proceed
with the reading of the papers.

Thereupon Mr. Tdward A. Fitzpatrick,
Secretary of the Committee on practical
training for public service, of the American
political science association, presented a
paper entitled, “The special library and
public cfficiency.” (Published in Special
Libraries, June, 1912.)

The President then announced thatl owing
to the delay in the appearance of Mr. BE. C,
Wolf, of the Curtis publishing company, his
paper would be presenied at the evening
session

Miss Orpha Zoe Massey, Librarian of the
Retail credit company, of Atlanta, Ga., pre-
sented a paper entitled, “The business 1i-
brary—a means for developing employees,”

Brief discussion followed the papers.

On motion of Mr, Marion, duly seconded
and carried, the meeting was resclved into
a brief business session.

Upon the call of the president, Mr. Lapp
read the report of the Nominating commit-
tee. The following list of officers was sub-
mitted*

For DPresident: Mr. R. H, Johnston,
Washington, D. C.

Tor Vice-President:
Dobbins, N. Y. C.

I'or BSecretary-Treasurer: Mr. CGuy E.
Marion, Boston, Mass,

For one member of Rxecutive hoard (to
hold office for two years): Miss Marion R.
Glenn, New York, N. Y.

On motion of Mr Morton, duly seconded
and carried, the nominations were closed.

On motion of Mr. Morton, duly seconded
and cariied, the Secretary wag instructed
to cast one ballot for the nominations made
by (e Nominating committee, The Secre-
tary did then cast one ballot for the above
named officers.

Meeting adjourned, 12:18 p. m.

THIRD SEISTON.
May 28, 1914.

The third session was called together at
8:43 p m. in the Gridiron room of the New
Wil'ard Hotel by Mr, D, N. Handy, Presi-
dent.

Miss Elizabeth V.

o Na——
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Motion was made, seconded and carried
that the Secretary purchase a gavel for use
of future Presidents in conducting the meet-
ings.

The rcport of the Treasurer was then
called for, The Secretary read the same
and motion, made by Mr. Brigham and sec-
onded by Mr. Chamberlain that the report
of the Treasurer be accepted, audited and
filed, was carried.

Motion, made by Mr, Macfarlane and sce-
onded by Mr, Campbell that a commitltee of
three be appointed by the chair to audit the
books, was carried  The chait then appoint-
ed Mr. C. A. Chamberlain, of Boston, Mr. ¥.
N. Morion, of Philadelphia, and Miss 8 A
Halliday, of South Orange, N. J., as mem-
bers of this commiliee They, thercupon,
withdrew from the room with the Treas-
urer's records

Molion was made hy Mr, 8 TT. Ranck and
seconded by Mr II. O. Brigham that a hon-
orarium of %2500 Le paid to the Scerctary
and the [fditor of “Special Libravies” for
serviess fur the current year,

On call of the Presiden,, Mr. G W. l.ee
reported Jhe resules of the round table con-
ference held the preceding evenmns develed
to the discuss'en of classificalion rystems
for gnecial collections,  Motion was made
by 3r. Lea and duly seconded that a com-
mitiec he appointed by the Special Hbravies
assceiation to consider (he various sclicmoes
of classilicalion as to (heir apphenility to
special hbrary collections with the purpose
ot evolving through co-operalion soe uni-
form system which may he adapted to che
different, speclal fields of library worlk,

Mr. G, T, Marvion then reporied the re-
sults of the discunsion at the round lable
on the preceding evening devoted to elip-
pings and wagazine articles in a spcetal h-
brary.

Motion was made by Mr Marvion ‘and soce-
onded by Rfr. Lapp that the Clippings filing
commitiee, under the chairmanshiv of Mr.
Jesse Cunn‘ngham, be continued and asked
Lo report al the next annnal meeting.

The President then called for other round
table reporis, bul the leaders being absent,
business was proceeding, when Mr. H. II.
B. Meyer entered the rvoom and reported
the results of the round table held the pre-
ceding evenmng under his charge upon the
subject of “Co-operative analytic indexing of
a selected number of engimcering societies’
nroceedings,” At the claose of (his round
table DMiss Frick olfered a motion thal a
commuiitee of five be appointed by the chair-
man of the mecting (Rouud Table No. 4),
Mr Mever, to consider the mdexing of fech-
nical Hierature and see if it is feasible, This
motion was adopted hy the round table and
ihe following committee was appointed hy
Mr. Meyer: Alr. W DI, Cutter, Cha‘rman,
Miss I, H TIriek, Mr, R H. Johnston, Afr
W. B Gamble, Mr. I, N. Morton.

Molion made by Mr. Campbell and scc-
onded by Mr Lapp that the rcport as made
by Mr. Meyer be adopted was carried.

A full report of the ronnd table conducted
by Miss Ona M. Imboff on saciological Y-
braries is on file in the office of Special 1i-
braries.

Mr. Campbell, of New York City, then
presenied the following resolution:

“Wirrrras, It is the consensus of opinion
of the membership of the Special libraries
gssociation that there ig a strong and grow-
ing demand for more and eflicient co-opera-
tion among those engaged m municipal ref-
ercnce work, and

) Wi eas, A national eenter for municipal
inlormation secms best fitted to meet the
demand, and

Wurtias, There is no agreoment as to
where thils work can be most advantageous-
ly done, now therefore

Leat Resolied, That the president appoint
a counmitice ol five io investigate and make
recommendations to the Speclal libraries as-
socution ¢n or Lelure the next mee.ing of
sad Associalion as to the cxgting gources
ol information und the condition under
which this informa.on may he ohteined and
it 1l appears desirable, to ostablish a cen-
tral argantsadion to report as to the localion,
suppory, orgiamzabion and waragement of
suell national center for mewecipal infor-
Mmation.”

Mo.don was made Ly Mr, Camobell and
soconded bv Mr, Maclarlane fhat the above
resolotion he adopted. This was discussed
at some lenzth hy AMr Ranck and Mr IL.anpp
and the motion Mually carricd  The chair
then appeinled the Tollowing gontlemrn to
constitute Jhis committee: My, John Cotton
Dana, Coairman; Mr, 118 [Pack, Mr John
A Lapn, Mr Sumuel T Ranck, AMr. R, H.
Camphell

The Secrerary then read the m'nules of
the meeling of the Exocutive board held at
7:30 p. m. of the same day Molion was
marde by AMr. Maclarlane and duly scconded
that this repor: of the Exceutive hoard he
aceepted and adopted as o whole, with the
exception of the ilem relating to the appeint-
ment of a committee to have charge of the
publication by the Assocation of a book
Aescriptive of the speeial Library movement,
Moltlion was carried,

Motion was made lo take up the maiter
of the ‘raming of special librarians. Mr.
0. 18, Norman. the chairman of the first com-
mittee to collect data upon Lhis subjecl,
hriefly outlined his views upon the subijecct.
Motron was made and duly seconded and
carried lhat o new commitlee of three he
appointed by the chair to continue the work
upon trawing for speecial Ibrarianship The
President announced that he wonld dcler
his appomtiuents until a later date.

Motion was made Dby NMr., Prigham and
duly seconded thal a commillec of three be
appo:nted by the President to publhish a
book devoted to the special hibrary move-
ment, This motion was discussed by fhe
Secretary, Mr Bell of Illino1s, and Mr. Cham-
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herlain of Boston. An amendment to the
above motion was then offered to the ef-
fect “that the action of this new committee
should be suuject to the authority of the
Executive Board” and was accepted. The
original motlon was then put and carried.

Mr. Handy then relinquished the chair to
the Vice-president and reported ag chairman
of the Publicity committee appointed by the
Executive board at Kaaterskill. Motion,
made by Mr. Handy and seconded by Mr.
Marion that the present committee as con-
gtituted be continued, was carried.

Mr. Handy reassumed the chalr and in-
troduced Mr. E. C. Wolf, of the Curtis pub-
lishing company, who presented a paper en-
titled, “Collected information in print and
the training of employees of the Curtis pub-
lishing company, Philadelphia.” (Summa-
rized in Special Libraries, June, 1914.)

Very free discussion followed Mr. Wolf's
paper regarding the appointment of a com-
mittee to work out the ideas which he had
presented in his paper. Awaiting the pre-
sentation of this motion in good form, busi-
ness proceeded.

Motlon, made by Miss Glenn and seconded
by Mr. Lee that the exhibits displayed at
this conveniion be sent to Boslon where
they should be held subject to the call of
the exhibitors, themselves, was carried.

Mr. Wolf presented the following resolu-
tion:

WrireRras, The reference or technical li-
brary in the corporation meets the needs

of a few, enlarging the information of those
few along highly specialized lines, there is
a great need for a library which will reach
all employes in every business organization.
A general business library, established and
developed to increase the knowledge of each
employe in his particular line of work and
to fit him for the job ahead, will be a defi-
nite factor in increcasing human effleiency
and thereby advancing induatrial progress.

Resolved, That a commitiee of three be
appointed by the President to investigate
the business library problem in corpora-
tions, for the purpose of making such an in-
stitution a factor for increasing the efficien-
cy of ALL the employes, and to develop
concrete methods to be furnished Lo those
corporations which desire to establish 1i-
braries for that purpose.”

Motion, made by Mr. Wolf and seconded

by Mr. Lapp that this rcselution he adopted,
was carried. Mr. Handy announced that
these appointments would be turned over
to the incoming administration. He then in-
troduced the President-elect, Mr. R. H.
Johnston, of Washington, who took the
chair and greeted llie members.

A motion was immediately offered that a
vote of thanks be tendered to the President
who had guided the Association during the
last two years. The motion was duly sec-
onded and carried.

Meeting adjourned at 10:45 p. m.

GUY E. MARION, Secretary.

A National Bureau of Municipal Information

Notes of J. C. Dana’s talk to the Special Libraries Association
Washington, D. C., May, 1914

A “Central! bureau of municipal informa-
tion” has been thought of and talked of.
Nothing had been done about it. I shall tell
you where and how nothing is being done—
and make one or two suggestions.

On making inquirics on the subject I first
wrote Mr. Vance, the secretary of the mayor
of our own city., Mr. Vance has been quite
active 1 the League of American muniel-
palitles. This is an organization made up
of officials of cilies. It 15 not made up of
advocates of any special reform. It is an
organization of municipal officials. Such an
organization is 1n position to do good work,
and much of it. It has already done not a
little.

Several years ago it conceived the idea
of having a central bureau, a central library
to which should be sent, from all the citles
of this country, information concerning the
activities of all other cities.

For example; our main street in Newark
has called for new paving for many years.
‘We have fought and argued, for ten years
or more, as to whether it should be paved
with wood block, or asphalt, or stone-blocks
or whatnot. During all these years all
kinds of paving were being tried, under
every conceivable condition, in other cities.
Yet it was not easy for Newark to discover
what wore the facts which experience had
brought out for and against these various
kinds of pavement, and, particularly, what
kind of paving would he best on that par-
ticular street and for Newark's special cli-
mate, and her own peculiar traffic condi-
tions.

Now, if there had been in existence a
bureau Iike that planned by the League of
American municipalities, it would have lhad
on hand the latest information on this very
subject, from every city in the land, acces-
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sible to Newark inquirers, and to incuirers
from every other city in the country.

Mr. Vance suggested that I write to Mr,
Lee, the secretary of the League, wlo is
secretary to the mayor of Baltimore. Here
is part of what { wrote him on Iebruary
17th. It gives you one of my suggestions on
the subject

“What can you tell me about Lhe move-
ment for a co-opcrative library to be estab-
lished by tlhe Leaguc of American munici-
palities? Ifas anytliing been done recently
in this line? Is there any hope that any-
thing will be done soon?

““l ask because I wizlh to discuss this mat-
ter with Mr. John A. Lapp, editor of the
Journal, ‘8pecial Libraries,” and manager of
a burcau which collects and distributes for
an annual fee, information aboul legislation
and other subjects of general public inter-
esl, to a few special, public, state and uni-
versity libraries. Within a ceriain range
Mr. Lapp 18 doing work proper to the co-
operative library of vyour T.eague. T1f he
were to take up general mumicipal work
would the Leaguc endorse him, if {hat work
proved successiul, and give him suech moral
encouragement as it could?”

To this letter I received no reply

I then wrote as follows to Mr W. H. Al-
len, head of the New York Bureau of Muni-
cipal Research. It had bheen suggested that
this Bureau might, with considerable pro-
priety, lay ihe foundation for o bnreau of
information for all \he municipalities of the
United States:

“Are you going to do anything about es-
tablishing a Burecau of municipal informa-
tion for the whole United Slates? Some-
body ought to do it. The Lengue off Amer-
ican municipalities approved the idea sev-
eral years ago; bul never carried 1t out. It
could perhaps be done by the T.dbrary of
Clongress. The place for it is the city of
New York.”

There is no question that it could be less
expensive, more eflicacious more all-em-
bracing and richer in information, if located
in New York than if located anywhere else
A prodigious mass of information has been
gathered in the New York public library, in-
cluding documants from almost every gov-
ernmental body n the world Also, the
city of New York now has under the aus-
pices of the public hbrary, a municipal li-
brary of its own. In that cily, also, is per-
haps the best cngineering hbrary in the
country., It would be easier in that city
than in any other, to gather the latest in-
formation on any subject that any city might
be interested in.

“The New York City Government ought
to establish this Bureau at its own City hall
and hire the best man in the country, to
gather information on all municipal topics.
New York would perhaps charge other cities
for this service; but would not get 1ts money
back thereby. It wonld get the value of its
money hack, however, in that it would have

always at hand information that would save
serwus mistakes and delays in the work
of every department.

“IWhat are you going to do aboul this?”

To this I received no reply.

Mr. Herman Brauer, librarian of the Uni-
versilty of Washington, in Seattle, is iIn
charge ol the heudquarterg of the Bureau
of municipal research, established by the
League of Washington muniecipalities, He
heard that this subject was to be presented
at this meeting, and wrote me as follows:

a commitiee to investigate the possibilities

“Our Municipal league has just appointed
of a National hureau of municipal affairs,
which committee has clected me as their
secretary, I shall be greauy obliged if you
will send me a copy of your address, and,
if possible, a synopsis of the discussion at
your convention.

“As you know, ihe Census bureau has
heen downg considerable work in this fleld.
Do you consider that il would be sufficient
to enlarge Lhe scope of that work, or would
you recommend a separate bureau of muni-
cipal aflairs?’

Ilere then, are two more suggestions.
One, that this work he taken up by the Cen-
sus bhureau. This bureau now publishes a
most informing volumne of statistics of cities
of thirty thousand population and over, a
volume which covers a large part of the field
that would he covered by a bureau of muni-
cipal information Would it add to its files
the kind of mformation T have been rpealk-
ing of, and malke of itself a bureau of mumni-
cipal information? I do not know. 1t would
he wise for the proper officials of this Asso-
ciation to approach it on this subject.

The other plan suggested is the establish-
ment of a Federal bureau of Awericat mu-
nicipalities. This would perhaps be a part
of the Department of commerce I am not
sure thal there is not already sometihing of
the kind in existence. But if so it dves not
supply, on demand and at a moderate price,
all the kinds of material on municipal topics
that we arc now speaking of.

Personally I feel that the wisest thing to
do, the thing which would do more to give
the libraries of {his country a standing in
the active business world than almost any-
thing else, is for librarians lo establish this
burean themselves, I do not venture a guess
as 1o the cosl; but in view of the success
of the enterprise thal Mr, Lapp has succecd-
ed in floating it is reasonable to suppose it
would not be difficult to get, let us say,
four thousand dollars a year as a beginning,
from people who are to share in the bene-
fits of this co-operative library of imforma-
tion. Then, outside of those wlho co-operate
in it at first, lel there he made a charge for
information lhat is furnighed. This charge
would, in time, help largely to support the
kind of bureau we have in mind I mention
this to call your attention to the kind of
thing that the three thousand Jarger Ii-
braries in the United Stales cught to he able
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and ought to be willing to do—not because
T have the slightest idea that they will do it!

The Special libraries association, how-
ever, can do this. it can establish something
in the nature of a bureau of information
about libraries—a headquarters with more
of a publication than the Association now
issues.

I give you two reasons for thinking that
this might be successful One is the great
growth of special libraries in the last fow
years. I bave not the figures, but I assure
you that unless you have followed carefully,
the growth of this kind of inslitution in this
country, then you have no apprecialion
whatever of the rapidity with which the use-
of-books-idea has spread among people who
are doing things. One f{irm after another,
one organization after another, some of
them public, some of them quasi-publie,
many of them purely money-making corpo-
rations in all parts of the country, discover
that if print is properly investigaled, by a
skilled person engaged for the purpose,
things will be brought to hght that will
shorten processes, reduce cost of produe-
tion, and lead to new money-making de-
vices The rapidity ot the spread of this
idea, as I say, is beyond belief. Ifvery new
house which establishes a library for itself
stimulates others to do the same. A Cen-
tral bureau ot the Special libraries associa-

tion would promote this movement, would
tell many firms who are talking about a li-
brary how to establish one, and would save
them money and time.

‘When we began to add to our little branch
in Newark what for lack of a better term
we call business books, we found it ex-
tremely difficult to learn about the literatlure
of the business field. The library world had
not turned its attenlion in the slightest de-
gree to that kind of print which is ol actual
daily use to men of affairs. I do not refer
to technical books; but to books on cvery
aspect of business. In the past five or six
yeurs conditions have very much changed.
How new the movement ig you will find in-
dicated by the fact that only within a few
months, as far as I can discover in the his-
tory of library work, was there published
the first “List of books on business’” that
was really worthy ihe name

Now, just as special librarwes are growing
wilh great ravidily, as already said, so 1s the
output and particularly (he purchasc and the
use of books of value to the special library
Here again comes in the work of a ceniral
station of the Special libraries association.
Tt wonld centinually advertise the useful ma-
terial that 1s being turned out and bring il
to the attenticn of business men

Sucll a bureau would come in time Lo be
seli-supporting

A Library of Highway Engineering’

Emma D. Lee, Librarian, The Davis Library of Highway Engineering
Columbia University, New York City

The present era is cssgentially onc of spe-
cialization, Whether this pracrice will ulli-
mazely frustraie ils purpose by becoming
too narrow and intensive remains for the
future to prove, hut it is apparent thal the
modern trend in the trades, ithe professions,
and the arts and sciences iy away from the
general towards the specific. Tn the medi-
cal profession the family doctor or general
practitioner has not entirely disappeared,
but he is rapidly being supplanted by spe-
cialisis in diseases and surgery. This is
likewise the stalus quo of the engineer. The
broad class names used to distinguish the
professions as civil, mechanical, clecirical,
and mining are no longer suflicient in many
cases. In the first clags alone, that of civil
engineering, there are several Dranches
along any one line of which an enginecr may
with profit make a deep and compreheunsive
study and perfect himself by specialization
alter he has obtained broad educational

*[rom 1914 Proceedings, National Highways Association.

training m civil engineering. Today there
is in the general held of civil engincering,
the hydraulic engineer, the sanitary engi-
necer, the siructural engineer, the highway
engineer, ad infinitum.

This steady development towards speciali-
zation has, as a wmatter of course, affected
literature and (e technical press, as is
shown in the great increase in the number
of books and periodicals devoted to discus-
sions of problems 1n any one field of engi-
neering

Synchronously iherc has been created a
demand for the special library The gen-
eral public library, with its varied collec-
tions of general literature, science and fiec-
tion, is excellent 1n its place, hul it can
scarcely be expected to fill the needs of the
student or reader making a minute and ox-
haustive study in any one branclh of knowl-
edge TFor ingtance, the ordinary public 1i-
brary of 25,000 volumes can afford neither
tho space nor the money for more than five
to ten volumes treating of the technical as-
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pect of the subject of roads and pavements.
In thie same way universities and colleges
have 1m many cases considered the general
library competent to supply the engineer-
ing departments with literature. It is now
geuncrally ccneceded that Lo make engineer-
ing literature of maxmum value to the stu-
dents, it must be housed apart from ihe
mawn lhbrary, near the study rooms or lab-
oratories where it is readily accessible to
the students while at work, The solution of
the greal problem “how Lo micrest students
i rescdicoh e Y aconld be fur casicr aere
deperiment Lbrovies cortainmg baoks  de-
seriptire of one speewal sudicet more nuvmer-
ous A pnall colleetion of volumes arranged
convon'ently ior the student would be con-
gulted much motre freduently than the same
hocks or even a larger number scattered
through a <rneral library.

To answer (he needs of the highway engi-
neer, Lo give him opportunities for original
and concontraed rvesoarch work there has
heen founded, ihrough the cfforis of Mr.
(‘harles Fenry Davis, President of the Na-
tional highways ansomation, a ILabrary of
highway cenglneering., This library is main-
tairce in conmectior with  the Graduate
couree in hishwav engineering at Columbia
Tniversity in New York eity, 1118 the nost
comulele colleetion in (s country of works
on highway cugineering and allied subjects.

The Tibrary contains bound vyolumes,
manuscripls, pamphlels, reports, specifica-
tiony, maps, drawings, blue prints, and the
laics. (rade catalogs deseriptive of machin-
ery and malerials used in highway engineer-
ing throughout the world. Tcwn, municipal,
county, parlk, state, and government reports
and speeiheations form ¢ very valvable part
of the Library. [n addition to works per-
tnning essentlially to highway engmeering,
there are many volumes on allied subjecls,
auch ag chemistry, physics, geology, town
planning, clvie improvement, law, f{inance,

sclentific management, and civil and me-
chanical engineering, The rare books in-
clude treatises written in French, German
and Inglish dating back as early as 1720
and mcluding the first editions of the works
of John Loudon McAdam.

Over seventy periodicals are subsecribed
to including Frenclh, German, Bnglish and
Canadian journals. As a guwde and aid in
research work all periodicals are abstracted
and indexed on cards TIn all technical lit-
erature, the latest information being none
too new, it 18 the periodicals which usually
contain the most valuable and up-to-date
daln  Each absiract card contains the sub-
ject of the article, the title and author, the
pages and celumns of the periodicals in
whicll it appears, a hrief abstract, and the
number of words and a symbol indicating its
value from the standpoint of ihe highway
engineer  Often sufficient information is
given on the card so that no further search
is neceessary, This file supplements the
printed engrneering indexes, the scope of
whielh is necessarily too broad to allow of
extensive mdexing of anv one subdivision of
enginecering, such as roads and pavements

All monographs, pamphlels, specillcations
and paper bound reporis are bound in num-
bered manila folders and filed in a series
of vortical cabinets of different sizes built
for filing correspendence, legal and archi-
tectural forms The material contained in
the files i indexed n three card catalogs
covering authors, titles and subject matter
respectively.

Many engineers have already availed
themselves of the opportumity to carry on
extensive rescarch work and it is hoped that
m the near future highway officials, engi-
neers, contrac.ors and all interested in any
problem in highway engineering will feel
free to comsull and make use of this spe-
cial Library.

[ist of References on Motion Pictures

(Supplementing a list published in Special Libraries, September, 1912)

(Compiled under the direction of H, II. B.

Mayer, Chief Ribliographer, Library of

Congress, Washington, D. C

BOOKS
Adams, Trank H. The photo play plot;
how Lo write it, how to sell it; a complete
course in molion piclure play writing with
gelling advice and an up-to-date list of
buyers TFostoria, O., United play broker-
age [1912]. 36p. PN1996 A4
Ahern, Eugene A What and how to play
for pictures. [Twin Falls, Id., News print,
1913.] 61p. PN1998.A4

American authors association, New York.
Knowledge points out the path to profit;
motion picture play writing New York
city, Ameriean authors association [1912].
16p. PN1938.A5

American school for photoplay writers,
Washington, D €. Success in photoplay
writing Washington, D. C. [The Crane
printing eo] 1913 24p. PN1996 A8

American school of correspondence, Chi-
cago. Molion-picture work, a general
treatise on picture taking, picture making,
photo-plays, and theater management and
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