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INDEX TO CURRENT URBAN DOCUMENTS i s  published quarterly in July, Octo- 
ber, January and April. The annual subscription rate is $75.00. 
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Medical Coverage 
from the British 

Medical Journal 
Achieved through the 17 world-famous 

specialist journals published by the B.M.J., 
each focusing on a maior field of medicine. 

Presenting material of lasting value to specialists in fields ranging from cardiology 
to psychiatry, the B.M.J. publications include: 

JOURNAL OF NEUROLOGY, NEUROSURGERY AND PSYCHIATRY publishes 
original articles on all aspects of its subject matter by investigators and specialists through- 
out the world. The highest standards are maintained, both in the choice of material 
selected for publication and in the reproduction of illustrations. Annual Subscription 
(six issues a year), $17.50. ARCHIVES OF DISEASE IN CHILDHOOD is devoted 
to all aspects of child health and disease, with emphasis on clinical paediatrics. Original 
articles by paediatricians and other specialists throughout the world. Annual Subscription 
(six issues a year), $17.50. ANNALS OF THE RHEUMATIC DISEASES publishes 
original articles by authorities in the U.K., U.S.A. and elsewhere on every manifestation 
of the rheumatic diseases. Annual Subscription (six issues a year), $17.50. MEDICAL 
AND BIOLOGICAL ILLUSTRATION sets out to describe and evaluate all methods 
of visual presentation for research and teaching in the medical and biological sciences. 
Published quarterly. Annual Subscription, $13.25. 

The B.M.J. publishes also the following journals: 

Psychological Medicine British Heart Journal Gut British Journal of Medical Education 
Thorax British Journal of Venereal Diseases Cardiovascular Research British Journal 

nf Ophthalmology Ophthalmic Literature Journal of Medical Genetics British Journal 
of Preventive & Social Medisine Journal of Clinical Pathology British Journal of Industrial 
Medicine. 

All subscriptions to the United States can be ordered from the BRITISH MEDICAL 
JOURNAL, 1172 Commonwealth Avenue, Boston, Mass. 02134. Subscriptions for all 
other countries should be ordered from the Subscription Manager, BRITISH MEDICAL 
JOURNAL,  B.M.A. House, Tavistock Square, London, WCIH 9JR, England, or through 
any leading subscription agent or bookseller. 



When is 

a great magnification? 

Sounds like a silly question, doesn't it? It isn't, when you refer 
to the 2,700 micrographs in the 2nd Edition of THE PARTICLE 
ATLAS. Yes, there are at least 5 times as many micrographs in 
the new edition. 

All text pages are new. This edition covers Electron as well as 
Light Microscopy, includes Holography. Every full color photo- 
micrograph is newly photographed-due to technological ad- 
vance in some cases, but a full 1'3 of them are New substance 
particles. There are more than 2,000 electron micrographs, 700 
light micrographs. 

You can set up, equip, staff, upgrade any lab from Vol I, 
Principles, Techniques, Instrumentation. Vol II is Light Micro- 
scopy Atlas in color. Vol Ill Electron Atlas, IV the Analysts Hand- 
book of tables, charts. Easy to budget one volume at a time. 
Enjoy pre-publication pricing now. 

WRITE FOR DESCRIPTIVE LITERATURE, sample pages. 

ann arbor science PUBLISHERS INC. 
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These 5 can be considered indispensable to any shelf of 
books on the United Nations. 

EVERYMAN'S UNITED NATIONS 
Taken together, the Eighth Edition (1945-1965) and the 
Supplement (1966-1970) comprise a complete handbook 
of the activities and evolution of the United Nations and 
its related agencies, giving a basic history of the Organi- 
zation. 
Eighth Edition Clothbound $6.00 

Paperbound $2.50 
Supplement Clothbound $4.00 

Paperbound $1.95 
Special price for both volumes: 
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ANY PUBLISHER 
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LETTERS 

Preserve or Not to Preserve? 

Although I hasten to say I write as an in- 
dividual member of SLA and not as a repre- 
sentative of the Library of Congress, I feel I 
must respond to two sentences in Sajor's 
article on "Preservation Microfilming" which 
appeared in the April 1972 issue of Special 
Libraries. I quote two sentences which I 
hope are not considered out of context. 

"It goes without saying that, all things be- 
ing equal, if the material was originally 
worth adding to the collection it should be 
deemed a candidate for preservation, espe- 
cially if it is now beginning to deteriorate. 
Material not available elsewhere should be 
also microfilmed so as to become readily 
available to others." 

While the thrust of the article appears to 
be that all deteriorating items should be pre- 
served somewhere, usually in microform, I 
feel the emphasis should be put on the term 
"candidate" and attention given to the fact 
that after time has passed, things are no 
longer "equal." 

As material becomes older and less useable, 
its lease on life in a library should become 
more tenuous. One sincerely hopes that ac- 
quisition policy in a library, and particularly 
in a special library, is based on the needs of 
the organization. Funds are always limited 
and considerations of cost, benefit, space, 
substitution, accuracy, network availability, 
and so on enter into the decision to spend a 
library's resources on obtaining any specific 
item. 

When the question of preservation arises, 
the librarian has a new opportunity and a 
new obligation to apply the same principles. 
He can, and he must decide if it is wise to 
spend some of his limited resources on pre- 
serving something which was obtained earlier 
or if it is now wiser to  apply the resources to 
a diflerent service or function. 

I maintain that in many libraries, particu- 
larly special libraries, material which was im- 
portant in former days is no longer so im- 
portant today. The cost of maintaining and 
preserving out-of-date material may not be 
justified. Upon this very principle rests the 
need to weed collections. Thus, I not only 
disagree with the inference I drew from the 
two sentences quoted, but I urge special li- 
brarians to use a contrary approach; one in 
which the current requirement for the ma- 



terial is overriding whenever one considers 
spending money for preservation in the same 
or a changed format. While the "libraries of 
record" may necessarily view their holdings 
differently, I have said informally in the past 
that I doubt that we do future generations a 
favor by passing on to them copies of all of 
our printed products. 

F. E. Croxton 
The Library of Congress 

Administrative Department 
Washington, D.C. 20540 

Avalanche of Rtsumts 

Having just read the letter headed "Job 
Applicants Unite!" in the July issue, I would 
like to add my own comments: 

The  receipt of unsolicited rCsumCs in this 
library has increased at least tenfold during 
the past two years, despite the fact that we 
are a small library. (The American Library 
Directory lists a collection of 10,000 volumes 
and the name of only one librarian. There is 
only one librarian, and this is usual for a 
collection of this size.) 

The  job seekers always state that they are 
"interested in working in your library," but 
in the overwhelming majority of cases, it is 
impossible to determine why, from looking 
at the applicant's background and interests. 

Usually the covering letter with the rCsumC 
is so general that it is suitable for any type 
of library, and for whatever size. Some are 
Xeroxed form letters with the name of the 
library typed in. The  most memorable I ever 
received was itself professionally printed and 
began, "Dear Librarian." 

Because I have no secretarial help, I must 
type letters of reply myself. And while I too 
am disturbed about the tight job market, I 
feel that my time should be taken up with 
library work, rather than in replying to an 
applicant who is so obviously sending letters 
to every library listed within a certain geo- 
graphic area, and who is also, in effect, in- 
quiring about my job! 

Sandra Scott 
Crowell Collier and Macmillan, Inc. 

866 Third Ave. 
New York 10022 

Welcome Mrs. Crockett 

Mrs. Ethel S. Crockett is the newly ap- 
pointed California State Librarian following 
Mrs. Carma R. Leigh, whose long and fruit- 
ful administration covered twenty-one years. 
The State Library Staff Association Officers 
welcome this opportunity to pledge full co- 

operation and support to the new adminis- 
tration. The  State Library staff and Staff As- 
sociation Officers welcomed Mrs. Crockett 
with a special tea, August 25, following her 
assumption of her new post, August 14. Cali- 
fornia librarians look forward to the continu- 
ation of California libraries' progress under 
Mrs. Crockett's able leadership. 

Marion W. Bourke 
President 

California State Library 
Staff Association 

Dissertation Polemic 

Julie L. Moore's response to my letter re- 
garding the Dissertation Abstracts Znterna- 
tional Retrospeclive Index (Special Libraries, 
July 1972) is difficult to understand in the 
light of Part 2 of her article which appeared 
in the same issue. For therein she says that 
"complete bibliographic control of a univer- 
sity's doctoral dissertation[s] is assumed by a 
non-librarian user," and then points out that 
so far DA has managed to include 55% of 
the total number of dissertations (although, 
in fairness, it should be noted that in the 
last decade of her study she found that DA 
was including 77%). 

T o  continue to call the DAIRI "an invalu- 
able source" seems a limited view when her 
analysis showed that DAIRI contains just 
about half the total number of dissertations 
and indexes these faultily (as she concurs in 
her published letter response). A zoology 
Ph.D. candidate who relies on DAIRI and 
puts in a couple of years' work-only to find 
that he is replicating research, not conduct- 
ing an original investigation-might be un- 
impressed. with the fact that DAIRI "cuts 
[Ms. Moore's] work load of searching . . . 
about 45%." 

Wm. R. Eshelman 
Editor, Wilson Library Bulletin 

Bronx, New York 10452 

Special Libraries welcomes 
communications from its readers, 
but can rarely accommodate letters 
in excess of 300 words. 
Light editing, for style and economy, is the 
rule rather than the exception, and we 
assume that any letter, unless otherwise 
stipulated, is free for publication 
in our monthly letters column. 





Information/Library Statistics as a Management Aid: 
A Graphic Presentation 

Alternative Solutions 

George J. Snowball 

Sir George Williams University, Montreal 107, Canada 

Three solutions to the problem of 
treating compiled statistical data graphi- 
cally are proposed as alternatives to that 
developed by P. O'N. Hoey. The  first, 
based on the concept of index number, 
enables growth in different functions to 
be compared; the second, based on com- 
ponent-bar graphs, provides a simple 

visual comparison of changes in each 
function, and the overall operation of 
the library; the third, also based on 
component-bar graphs, emphasizes the 
importance and complexity of functions, 
by weighting the values given to each. 
The  solutions result in more immediate 
visual impact than that of Hoey. 

THE AIM of graphic presentation of statistical information as an alternative 
data is to summarize clearly, and with to columns of figures as a means of 
considerable initial visual impact, the "demonstrating unequivocally to my 
facts and inferences to be drawn from manager the need for continuing to fund 
the data. The presentation should be the service." Hoey's method, while it is 
prepared with t6e viewer in mind, and 
care should be taken that preconceived 
ideas of the significance of types of lines 
and notation will not influence the 
viewer's interpretation. Among these are: 
(a) the baseline of reference, against 
which other lines are judged, is normally 
a straight horizontal line (this is not part 
of the grid upon which the graphs are 
drawn); (b) a continuous line, or curve, 
whether smoothed or segmented, nor- 
mally relates to a single variable, either 
continuous or discontinuous, not to dis- 
crete elements; (c) numeric scales nor- 
mally represent variables. 

The  Graphic Method 

In  his paper (1) P. O'N. Hoey de- 
scribes a graphic method of presenting 

an ingenious way of presenting a multi- 
plicity of data concerning a variety of 
operations, does not meet the criteria 
enumerated. 

The  first criticism is that on super- 
ficial examination (initial visual impact) 
the graphs appear to be cumulative fre- 
quency polygons, or ogives (Z), with a 
variable on the abscissa. It  is not until 
the graphs are examined carefully and in 
detail, in conjunction with the text of 
his paper, that it becomes apparent that 
the figures on the abscissa represent dis- 
crete entities, or functions. This prob- 
lem can be solved simply, by using alpha- 
betic rather than numeric notation, e.g. 
A-Circulated J., B-Requests from Ab- 
stract Journals, etc. 

The  second criticism is that the curves 
for each year (his figure 2) appear to in- 




















































































































