


Type t i  s Looks this big 

when seen through MasterLens 
Cataloging, research or the ordinary reading 

requirements of day-to-day work around your 
library often call for prolonged study of small print or 

fine details-conditions that can cause strain in even the 
sharpest eyes. EdnaLite MasterLens with its powerful 

magnifier and bright glare-free light source takes the eye- 
strain out  of close work-increases accuracy and 

efficiency. And if MasterLens is a help to  those 
with ordinary good vision, think what a life- 
saver i t  is t o  library employees and patrons 

who have visual handicaps! 

MasterLens. Just plug i t  in. Complete, self- 
contained.. . useful and effective. 

The best way to  look at things. 

~ghtweight portable model. 

Same superb optical qualities as RL 
model. With its own carrying 

case. $140. 
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1 AVERY SPECIAL PUBLICATION 
FOR SPECIAL LIBRARIES 

! A WEEKLY COMPENDIUM OF CURRENT 
1 INFORMATION FOR BIOMEDICAL LIBRARIANS 

Soon T o  Be Your Best Friend-Current Titles Listed On Arrival From Publisher-Each Title 
Thoroughly Reviewed-Edited By A Qualified Medical Librarian-Author Index Includ- 
ed-Titles Indexed By Subject Matter-Medical Books From All Publishers. 

The Login New Title Abstracts lets you know the instant a book is available for distribution. 
It furnishes vital information for cataloging-allows you to fully evaluate a book before pur- 
chasing. 

GLOMERULONEPHRITIS: MORPHOLOGY. NATURAL HISTO- 
RY. AND TREATMENT. Proceedings of an lnternatlonal Sym- 
posium held at the Royal Melbourne Hospital, February 1972. 
New York, Wilev, 1973. 2 vols. ~llus. references. (Pers~ec-  
tives in nephrolbgy and hypertension, vol. 1 )  $45 00 se;. LC 
CARD #73-6562. I 
These 2 volumes were prepared for specialists in nephrolo- 
gy, pathology, pediatrics, and mternal medicine. The papers 
analyze the results of the study of hundreds of patients with 
known morphological diagnoses, and discusses new 
methods of treatment. The natural history of varlous forms 
o f  glomerulonephritis is  summarized, and a working 
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Each abstract is 
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And 3M's best includes a fully-trained, 
nationwide service organization. Sales 
representatives in your area. Research and 
development proqrams constantly 
impro;ing and exianding techndogies. 
Detailed nronosals written and nresented 

patented systems helping to pro;ide 
functional security. Small sensing devices, 

around vour'snecific needs. ~ n j a u e .  I 

which can be hidden in any or all libray 
volumes, to detect pilferage. System 
components that are reliable and flexible. 
And a growing number of major college 
and university library customers across 
the county. When you purchase a 
detection system from us, you really get 
the resources of 3M Company. We think 
that's worth something to you. Write 
for a comprehensive brochure that explains 
it all. The address: 3M Company. Detection 
Systems. Building 551 2.3M Center. 
St. Paul. Minn. 55101. 
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HOW TO IMPROVE 
YOUR LIBRARY 

METRIC TRANSITION PLANNING 

"The Executive's Guide to  Planning 
Transition to the Metric-SI System" 

This 248-page, loose-leaf manual is the only 
master planning document of its type in ex- 
istence and belongs in  the hands of every 
corporation in  this country. Based on an invest- 
ment of over $50,000 and two years of intensive 
research of on-going transition programs in 
other countries. 

Also included is a supplement-"The Basic 
Training Guide t o  the New Metrics and S I  
Unitsu-currently the best selling training vol- 
ume in the country. 

Facilities planners, marketing, production, and 
design personnel need guidance o f  this type i f  
transition costs are t o  be kept under control 
and disruption of current activities is minimized. 

The Guide is being used by AMP, AAR, Bendix, 
Atlantic Richfield, Bethlehem Steel, Boeing, 
Brown & Sharpe, Budd, California & Hawaiian 
Sugar. Carpenter Technology, J. 1. Case, Cham- 
berlin Rubber, General Motors, Chicago Pneu- 
matic Tool, CIBA-GEIGY, Consolidated Natural 
Gas, Cummins Engine, Del Monte, Dow Corn- 
ing, Eastman Kodak, Emerson Electric, Exxon, 
Ford, Fram, GATX, General Electric, General 
Fireproofing, Gerber, Hersey, Houston Light & 
Power, S. C. Johnson, Jones & Laughlin, Leeds 
& Northrop, Lever Bros, Mars, National Blank 
Book, Norris Industries, Oklahoma Natural Gas, 
Olin, Owens-Illinois, Pfizer, Phillips Petroleum, 
PPG, Prestressed Concrete Institute, Republic 
Steel, Rexnord, St. Joseph Minerals, St. Regis 
Paper, Square D, J. P. Stevens, Thomas & Betts, 
Timken, Uniroyal, USMC, Vickers, Western 
Electric, Xerox-and many others. 

Price: $45.00 per copy (NY State firms add 7% 
sales tax)-Returnable within 15 days if not 
satisfied-no questions. 

ROBERT C. SELLERS & ASSOCIATES, 
INC., Management Consultanls, 13 1 
Tulip Avenue, Floral Park, New York 
11001, 516 352-5410 
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Unique tracked bock-channels 
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with screwdriver to slotted standards, 
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Slim, decorotive stops slide along 
track with pinch of the fingers; release 
ond they lock in ploce. can't tip or slip 
with exerted pressure. A pair of stops 
takes only 1" of space, allows easy 
dividing of books, records, games, 
catalogs, magazines, whatever, or spe- 
cial decorotive effects. Variety of sizes, 
four finishes. 
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Add Adjustable Shelves 
On Desk, Table, Wall 

Unique, deluxe walnut finished, luon 
mohogany tracked-shelf uses some 
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on desk or table, or fits woll 
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Full range of widths and lengths in 
shelving; bookstops in four finishes, 
three sizes. 

protect 
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Write for brochures and library discounts: 
Merlin Manufacturing Corporation 

3545 N. Clark St., Dept. SLI1,  
Chicago, IL 60657 



LETTERS 

A Method Reviewed 

The recent article by Donald A. Windsor 
[Special Libraries 64 (no.10): 446-451 (Oct 
1973)] is interesting and useful. I agree that 
the use of secondary journal citations can 
provide a rational method for selection of 
primary journals for a biomedical research 
library. 

I should like, however, to add two foot- 
notes. First, I was sorry that Mr. Windsor 
did not cite the very interesting paper by 
I. N. Sengupta on "Impact of Scientific Se- 
rials on the Advancement of Medical Knowl- 
edge: An Objective Method of Analysis" 
[International Library Review 4 :  169-195 
(1972)l. While Mr. Sengupta's purposes were 
somewhat different, he rejected secondary 
publications as a means of identifying im- 
portant journals and favored use of review 
publications. 

My other footnote is more in the form of 
a question. I wonder whether anyone be- 
sides me has used Medline or another on- 
line service to determine the amount of ci- 
tations to a particular subject in various 
journals. One can "and" the subject search 
with various journals known to be important 
to get the number of postings to those jour- 
nals in the system. One can then exclude 
these major journals from a final search in 
which the rest of the search can be printed 
out to identify the minor journals and num- 
ber of times they have been cited. I used this 
method to rank the number of articles on 
various kinds of drugs in certain medical 
and preclinical journals and did not have the 
less important journals printed out in a bib- 
liography for my purposes; but I see no rea- 
son that it could not be done with the num- 
ber of citations with which Mr. Windsor is 
dealing. 

Winifred Sewell 
Cabin John, Md. 20034 

A Contribution I s  Being Made 

That section of Mr. Dagnese's article on 
"Cooperation Between Academic and Spe- 
cial Libraries" [Special Libraries 64 (no.10): 
423-432 (Oct 1973)l which discusses the role, 
or rather the non-role of the libraries of 
profit-making organizations is unfortunate- 
indeed, doubly so-in that the misinterpreta- 

tions put forth were part of a John Cotton 
Dana lecture intended, in part, to present 
some aspect of special librarianship to li- 
brary school students. 

It is not so much the statement that, 
"hfost libraries of profit-making organiza- 
tions have little or nothing that they can 
share with academic libraries . . ." that is 
appalling as the rationale used to justify this 
statement. 

We are asked to accept the statement that, 
"since the firm's work is proprietary, any 
revelation of its interests, even through the 
literature collected, could be damaging to its 
economic life." 

The  fact that, year after year, libraries of 
for-profit organizations are contributing com- 
plete listings of their serial holdings and 
other special collections to regional union 
lists sh6uld have precluded such a statement. 

The  author further states that the "very 
core of their specialized library collections-- 
in-house reports, technical reports, transla- 
tions, corporate reports, privately issued fi- 
nancial surveys, market studies, etc." are 
"usually subject to no circulation outside the 
company." 

In-house reports may initially be classified 
"company private" pending patent protec- 
tion, but are subsequently available outside 
the company and are frequently distributed 
to cusomers or potential customers by field 
sales engineers. In any event, since they are 
not subject to bibliographic control through 
the commercial indexing and abstracting 
services they would be unlikely items to be 
requested on interlibrary loan until such 
time as they were freely distributed and ap- 
peared as references in technical articles. As 
to translations, many special libraries in in- 
dustry provide two copies of each of their 
custom translations to the Translations Cen- 
ter of the John Crerar Library. This is hardly 
indicative of an unwillingness to share this 
type of material. 

Corporate Reports and Financial Surveys, 
by and large, contain very little information 
that would not be publicly available through 
the companies' annual reports, its presenta- 
tion to financial analysts and the 10K forms 
and other reports which, for companies that 
are public, must be submitted to the Se- 
curities and Exchange Commission. 

The  "technical reports" to which the au- 
thor alludes are, I assume, those reports 
emanating from government sponsored re- 
search and, unless bearing a security classi- 
fication, are freely borrowed and loaned by 
the libraries of for-profit organizations. They 



are also available, for a fee, from NTIS. 
Such resources as military and commercial 
specifications and standards, equipment cata- 
logs, technical brochures, special subject files, 
guidance on acquisitions in special subject 
fields, market research materials, etc., are 
additional resources which are largely avail- 
able to others requiring them. 

The article also categorizes academic col- 
lections as "open" and the collections of the 
libraries of for-profit libraries as "closed." 
Most of the latter type with which I am 
familiar are available to students or indi- 
viduals desiring to use them if they will 
simply call and indicate their desire to come 
to the library. The fact that some companies 
require that such visitors be escorted while 
within the company plant does not, to my 
mind, allow sufficient basis for categorizing 
them as "closed" libraries. 

In discussing the contributions which 
might, or might not, be expected of com- 
pany libraries, the author overlooked one of 
the most important resources which they can 
bring to cooperative networkssubstantial 
subject expertise. This is a contribution of 
major importance-the ability to find and to 

information-which is as important 
to the future of library cooperation as the 
more traditional interlibrary loan transac- 
tion. 

I am sure, as he says, that nothing that the 
author had to say about the libraries of for- 
profit organizations was meant to denigrate 
them, but an assessment of how such li- 
braries fit into the cooperative picture should 
be left to someone whose knowledge of busi- 
ness or industrial libraries is much more sub- 
stantial than the author's. 

M a r k  H. Baer  
H e w l e t t  Packard  

P a l o  Alto, Cal i f .  94304 

Come Join 

I t  occurs to me that a number of members 
of SLA might join us in the new Education 
Section of the Social Science Division if they 
but knew that such a section exists. Found- 
ing members represent principally university 
education libraries, federal education agency 
libraries, state education department li- 
braries, school district professional libraries, 
educational association libraries, and the li- 
braries of education and textbook publishers, 
test publishers, and AV media publishers, 
but also a wide variety of other special 
libraries with some education dimensions. 

(continued on p. 9.4) 

MULTINATIONAL - - -  - -. 
CORPORATIONS 

IN WORLD 
DEVELOPMENT 

Provides over 65 pages of aggre- 
gate data on the size, spread. 
geographical distribution and 
industrial structure of the multi- 
national corporation and assesses 
its relative importance in the world 
economy. Discusses motivation, 
organization, control, profit and 
ownership policies. Reviews its 
impact on international relations 
and on home and host country as 
well as the implications of its 
operations on international trade 
and monetacy regimes and juris- 
dictional issues relating to taxation. 
Describes existing policies towards 
multinationalcorporationsandcon- 
cludes with proposals for national, 
regional and international actions. 

United Nations Publications 
Room LX-2300. New York. N.Y. 10017 
or 
Palais des Nations. 1211 Geneva 10. 
Switzerland 

Write for your free copy of 
the 1974 Highsmith AV- 
Library hardware catalog 
today. Over 7500 inter- 
esting items. 

The Nighsmith Company, Inc. 
P. 0. Box 25-1701, Fort Atkinson, Wis. 53538 



JUST PUBLISHED . . . 
BRITISH OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS, 2ND EDITION 
By John E. Pemberton 
From a review o f  the first edition . . . 
". . . a very thorough and comprehensive work that is l ikely to become the standard one i n  i ts 
field. A l l  libraries that attempt to stock British government publications must have a copy o f  
this pioneer effort." -American Reference Books Annual 

Describes, within the context of the parliamentary and governmental processes from which they 
derive, all the different categories of British official publications. The second edition has been 
revised and updated to  take account of institutional changes and major new works. Lists of 
Royal Commissions, series publications, and further readings have been similarly revised and 
augmented. A new chapter on non-HMSO publications has been added and new illustrations 
provided. 

1974 ISBN 0-08-017797-2 $9.00 

ALSO AVAILABLE . . . 
PEOPLE AND INFORMATION 
Edited b y  Harold B. Pepinsky 

1970 ISBN 0-08-015624-X $ 13.50 

FOUR-LANGUAGE TECHNICAL DICTIONARY OF CHROMATOGRAPHY 
English/German/French/Russian Edited b y  ~ans-Peter ~ n g e l 6  

1971 ISBN 0-08-015865-X $ 16.50 

TECHNICAL DICTIONARY OF HIGH POLYMERS 
English/French/German/Russian By  W. Dawydoff and H. Howorka 

1969 ISBN 0-08-014112-3 $ 35.00 

TECHNICAL DICTIONARY OF SPECTROSCOPY AND SPECTRAL ANALYSIS 
EnglishlGerman/FrenchlRussian - wi th a supplement in  Spanish 
Edited b y  H. Moritz and T. Torak 

197 1 ISBN 0-08-015864-1 $30.00 

JOURNAL OF COMPUTERS AND HUMAN CONCERN 
Editor: T.D. Sterling: Simon Fraser University, Canada 
Associate Editor: S. Pollack, Washington University, Seattle, Washington 
A complete list of international editors available upon request. 
The JOURNAL OF COMPUTERS AND HUMAN CONCERN wil l  offer a means by which 
thoughtful and concerned persons can report and examine the human effects engendered by 
the computerization of civilization. 
This Journal wil l  act as a reporter, analyst, commentator, and as a medium of exchange and 
interaction. It wil l  contain factual reports, in the tradition of scientific and critical investiga- 
tion. The articles wil l  describe accomplishments which used a computer as a creative medium 
and present evidence of the effects of computerization on human lives. 
The editors at times will solicit comments from leading protagonists as special contributions. 
COMPUTERS AND HUMAN CONCERN wil l  also publish information pertaining t o  meetings 
and new developments in the field. It wil l  carry a Lettersand Comments section; A Work - 
Newand in  Progress section; and an area on Analysis and Criticism as well as a featured section 
entitled Commentary. 
We invite you t o  subscribe to  this new and important Journal in  the field of COMPUTERS 
AND HUMAN CONCERN. 
Published Quarterly: One Year (1974) $50.00; Two Years (1974-75) $ 90.00 
Please forward all inquiries and orders t o  the Journals Department. 

PERGAMON PRESS, INC. 
Maxwell House, Fairview Park, Elmsford, New York 10523 



Also, I would like SLA members to be 
aware that our chairman, Ms. Guest Perry, 
Librarian, Educational Division Library, 
Houghton-Mifflin Co., 110 Tremont St., Bos- 
ton, Mass. 02107, very much wants to hear 
the concerns of both present and potential 
Education Section members. 

Wayne Gossage 
Education Section, Social Science Division 

and Library 
Bank Street College of Education 

New York, N.Y. 10025 

Special vs. General Library Education 

While I believe that Ms. Brees, "The 
Challenge for Library Schools" [Special Li- 
braries 64 (no.10): 433-438 (Oct 1973)], may 
have a good idea for the education of 
would-be special librarians, I think she is 
proposing specialization at too early a date 
in the student's course. It is my contention 
that many students do not really know in 
what type of library they will want to work 
after graduation. Many of them know so 
little about special libraries and their func- 
tions that more is needed than an orienta- 
tion seminar to introduce them to our field. 

Furthermore, I believe there is a funda- 
~nental  corpus of knowledge which is com- 
mon to all librarianship, albeit its applica- 
tion may vary from one situation to another. 
This is best learned at the earliest stage, 
probably interspersed with short practice 
periods in varying types of libraries. 

Of this corpus of knowledge cataloging 
should be the center, since knowing how to 
describe material is fundamental to most 
tasks, from ordering to reference work. 

Stephen J. Kees 
Niagara College 

Welland, Ont., Canada 

One for the Students 

"The Challenge for Library Schools" by 
Mina Akins Brees is so cogent, it's hard to 
imagine that it might not be recognized as 
the only way library training can develop 
to produce properly educated professionals. 
Over the years of hiring for technical or spe- 
cial libraries, it has been found that a library 
degree does not denote a person capable of 
special library techniques. 

Mrs. Brees' ideas reflect some of my own 
as I worked on the ASIS Pam1 set up to cre- 
ate new position descriptions for technical 

information specialists in the Civil Service. 
In this effort, the technical information spe- 
cialist emerged as the potential head of any 
center because of the extensive training and 
experience required of him. I t  seems to me 
that Library Schools should quickly adopt 
her ideas or the Special Library, as is fre- 
quently the case, will be a minor function 
in the Technical Information Center. 

Cathryn C. Lyon 
Technical Information Div. 
Naval Weapons Laboratory 

Dahlgren, Va. 22448 

Caveat Emptor-Again! 

Several years ago, my letter to the editor 
[Special Libraries 57 (no.10): 725 (Dec 1966)] 
listed a number of instances wherein pub- 
lishers had advertised as new books, without 
qualification, reprints of complete issues of 
their journals or collections of journal re- 
prints. Since then, we have been careful and 
almost developed a "second sight" about this. 
However, just recently we let down our 
guards and were stuck again. 

A flyer from Marcel Dekker, Inc., dated 
March 1973, announced two "new publica- 
tions," including Polymerization of Hetero- 
cyclics, at $19.50. On receipt this turned out 
to be a reprint of their Journal of Macro- 
molecular Science-Chemistry, vol. A6, no.6 
(1972), which we already owned by subscrip- 
tion. Unhappily, the book was be- 
fore this was noticed, so it cannot even be 
returned. 

Do publishers really believe librarians are 
so naive as to consider these actions as mere 
oversights? Or are these the means by which 
they hope to enlist our sympathies for their 
alleged poverty due to library photocopying? 

Phillip Rochlin 
Technical Library 

Naval Ordnance Station 
Indian Head, Md. 20640 

Special Libraries welcomes 
communications from its'readers, 
but can rarely accommodate letters 
in excess of 300 words. 
Light editing, for style and economy, is the 
rule rather than the exception, and we 
assume that any letter, unless otherwise 
stipulated, is free for publication 
in our monthly letters column. 






















































































































