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LETTERS 

An Addition 

Jo Epstein's article in Special Libraries 
["An Early Warning System for Monitoring 
State Legislation." 65 (no.4): 161-1681 April 
1974, is a thought-provoking one; however, 
though I do not wish to comment on her 
legislative sources for other states, I would 
like to take issue on those listed for Wash- 
ington State. 

In  the first place, she has listed the Seat- 
tle Chamber of Commerce, which is the last 
source we'd ever turn to, and has ignored, 
among others, the Seattle Times,  the Asso- 
ciation of Washington Cities, Washington 
State Research Council, and, last, but never 
least, the Washington State Library which 
is always on top of state legislation. 

While "Status of House Bills" is prepared 
by the Chief Clerk of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, "Status of Senate Bills" is pre- 
pared by the Secretary of the Senate, Wash- 
ington State Legislature. 

Margaret E. Chalfant 
Seattle Public Library 

Seattle, Wash. 98104 

A Comment 

I couldn't agree more with your editorial 
in the April 1974 issue. The  question of why 
librarianship is a disadvantaged profession 
-if indeed it is recognized as a profession 
at all-has always bothered me. 

In my own field of hospital librarianship, 
the problem has become obvious in several 
ways. For example, preliminary results of a 
recent survey of 223 personnel that staff 
New Jersey hospital libraries revealed that 
only 17 had a Master's degree. 

About a month ago, I received a letter 
from a person who stated that she was in 
charge of setting up a medical and nursing 
staff library but she "unfortunately" had 
no training in library work. She therefore 
requested that I send her some information 
that would be helpful in setting up  a library. 
This situation is entirely too common in 
the hospital medical library field. (Since 
this person is a nurse, I was tempted to ask 
her if she could send me information so 
that I could become a nurse.) In  contrast 
t~ professions such as nursing, teaching, or 
engineering, it seems that the only qualifica- 

tion needed to call oneself "librarian" is to 
be hired as one. 

While I realize that many people not pro- 
fessionally trained in librarianship have be- 
come fine librarians through long experi- 
ence on the job, the fact that untrained peo- 
ple are hired and immediately given the 
title of "librarian" downgrades the profes- 
sion by implying that no special training is 
necessary. Or is it that we librarians have 
deluded ourselves by thinking that a mas- 
ter's degree is necessary? 

T h e  situation might be improved by the 
honest discussion of these problems and the 
introduction of courses in management into 
the library school curriculum. Management 
skills are required even in a one or two- 
person library and are essential if librarians 
are to interact as equals with other manage- 
men t professionals. 

Ruth Rosensweig 
Medical Library 

St. Joseph's Hospital 
Paterson, N.J. 07503 

Environmental Info 

Marta Dosa's article in the April 1974 [65 
(no.4): 189-1931 Special Libraries "An In- 
tegrating ~ p ~ r & a c h  to Environmental Infor- 
mation," discussed "disciplines and profes- 
sional approaches" to envGonmenta1 data. 

A notable omission is professional ap- 
proaches in fish and wildlife management. 
Animals have long been considered prime 
biological indicators of environmental qual- 
ity, ever since canaries were used in mines. 
Today they constitute man's early warning 
system, forecasting environmental crises. 

Fish and wildlife literature is covered by 
abstracting services such as Sport Fishery 
Abstracts and Wildlife Review; by libraries 
such as the National Library of Natural Re- 
sources, and the research libiaries of the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service; and by data 
bases such as that of the Denver Public 
Library's Fish and Wildlife Reference 
Service. 

The  Reference Service may be an example 
of the "hidden collections" referred to by 
Ms. Dosa. Although it has been a computer- 
based information retrieval system for eight 
years, it is not yet well-known outside the 
community of "cooperators" using the serv- 
ice. The  data base covers, selectively, that 
portion of the fish and wildlife literature 
produced under two multi-million-dollar 
state-level research programs: the Anadro- 
















































































































































































































