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Most librarians would like to have "Important: This offer is available 
The New York Times on Microfilm in their to every newly subscribing branch library.. . 
libraries. But many lack the proper viewing every library in a school system.. .every library 
equipment-and the funds to acquire it. within a college or university-no matter how 

Hence this unprecedented offer to many branches already subscribe to The Times 
new subscribers : on Microfilm. 

Subscribe to The Times on Micro- 
film for two years (1974 and 1975)-and 3 Microfilming Corporation of America 

we'll give you a microfilm reader at  no cost, A New York Times Company 

with your first year's payment. Box SL. 2 1 Harristown Road 

Not just any reader. but Information Glen Bock. N.J. 07452 

Design's popular Model 20 I-the one rated 
best in a test recently conducted by the 
National Archives and Records Service. 

The 20 1, which lists for $960, is 
designed with the inexperienced researcher in 
mind. It's virtually self-operating, with features 
such as optical image rotation, full vertical 
scan and modular construction. And the 
24"x24" non-glare screen provides a full view 
of any size newspaper page. 

With The Times on Microfilm, of 
course, your patrons will have convenient, 
permacent access to  America's "newspaper of 
record." They'll find it an unparalleled resource 
for keeping up with current events and trends 
-and just for the sheer excitement of recap- 
turing history as it happened. (NOTE: Times on Microfilm annual sub- 

scrlpt~on price is $365. A rorrespondlng full-service 
subscription to The  Times Index costs $ 1 7 2 . )  



We've invented a speedy "time machine" called Retro- 
spective Search. 

This custom service saves you time by searching 2.2 
million Life Science articles from the complete indexes 
to BIOLOGICAL ABSTRACTS and BIORESEARCH 
INDEX, 1959 to date. 

Instead of spending countless hours searching years of 
journals, computerized Retrospective Search skillfully 
selects the abstracts and citations most relevant to your 
problem-and frees you for more productive work! 

Here's how to put our speedy "time machine" to work 
for you right now-call or write: 

Professional Services Dept., BioSciences Information 
Service, 2 100 Arch Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 19103 Phone: 



Lyndon B. 
Johnson 
School of 
Public Affairs 

And 3M's best includes a fully-trained, 
nationwide service organization. Sales 
representatives in your area. Research and 
development programs constantly 
improving and expanding technologies. 
Detailed proposals written and presented 
around your specific needs. Unique, 
patented systems helping to provide 
functional security. Small sensinq devices, 
which can be hidden in any or an library 
volumes. to detect pilferage. System 
components that are reliable and flexible. 
And a growing number of major college 
and university library customers across 
the country. When you purchase a 
detection system from us, you really get 
the resources of 3M Company. We think 
that's worth something to you. Write 
for a comprehensive brochure that explains 
it all. The address: 3M Company, Detection 
Systems, Building 551-2,3M Center. 
St. Paul, Minn. 55101. 
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WE CAN LOWER YOUR 
BUDGET PRESSURE! 

ONE-SOURCE FOR 
ALL BOOKS-ALL PERIODICALS-WORLD-WIDE - 
WE SAVE CLIENTS MANY HUNDREDS, EVEN 

THOUSANDS O ~ L L A R S  A YEAR 
MAXIMUM DISCOUNTS-UP TO 15% DISCOUNTS!-FASTEST SERVICE 
UNIQUE CORPORATE-WIDE PLANS-OPTIONAL 
SPECIAL "NO-SERVICE-FEE" PLAN FOR PERIODICALS 
WE HANDLE GOP, ASSOCIATION, NON-PROFIT PUBLISHERS 
IMMEDIATE REPORTS-MONTHLY COMPOSITE BILLINGS 

0 ORDER FORMS, ENVELOPES, LITERATURE, SUBJECT LISTS 
BIG SAVINGS-TIME, PAPERWORK, POSTAGE, ETC., ETC. 

0 MORE, MANY MORE DETAILS FOR THE ASKING 

WRITE OR CALL US TODAY. SEND US A TRIAL ORDER NOW 

RESEARCH SERVICES CORPORATION 
WORLD-WIDE HEADQUARTERS EASTERN DIVISION HEADQUARTERS 

5280 TRAIL LAKE DRIVE 801 ASBURY AVENUE 
P.O. DRAWER 16549 OR P.O. DRAWER 540 

1 FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76133 OCEAN CITY, NEW JERSEY 08226 
(817) 292-4270 (609) 399-7066 

Subscription Rates. Free to SLA members. Nonmem- 
bers, USA and Canada, $22.50 per calendar year; add 
$2.00 postage for other countries. Single copies (re- 
cent 'years) $2.75 except for August issue (Directory) 
which is $12.00. 
Back Issues & Hard Cover Reprints: Inquire Kraus 
Reprint Corp., 16 East 46th St., New York, N. Y. 
Microfilm & Microfiche Editions (1909 to date): 
Inquire University Microfilms, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
Changes of Address. Allow six weeks for all changes 
to become effective. All communications should in- 
clude both old and new addresses (with ZIP Codes) 
and should be accompanied by a mailing label from a 
recent issue. Members should send their communica- 
tions to the SLA Membership Department, 235 Park 
Avenue South, New York, N .  Y. 10003. Nonmember 
Subscribers should send their communications to the 
S1.A Circulation Department, 235 Park Avenue South, 
New York, N. Y. 10003. 
Claims for missing numbers will not be allowed if 
received more than 90 days from date of mailing 
plus the time normally required for postal delivery 

of the issue and the claim. N o  claims are allowed 
because of failure to notify the Membership Depart- 
ment or the Circulation Department (see above) of 
a change of address, or because copy is "missing from 
files." 
Special Libraries Association assumes no responsi- 
bility for the statements and opinions advanced by 
the contributors to the Association's publications. 
Instructions for Contributors last appeared in Special 
Libraries 64 (no.9): p.413-414 (Sep 1973). A pub- 
lications brochure is available from the Association's 
New York offices. Editorial views do not necessarily 
represent the official position of Special Libraries As- 
sociation. Acceptance of an advertisement does not 
mply endorsement of the product by Special Libraries 
Association. 

Indexed in: Book Review Index, Business Periodicals 
Index, Information Science Abstracts, Historical Ab- 
stracts, Hospital Literature Index, Library Literature, 
Lrbrary C Information Science Abstracts, Management 
Index, Public Affairs Information Service and Science 
Citation Index. 

Membership 

DUES. Member or Associate Member $30 ; Student $8 ; Retired $10 ; Sustaining $100. The 
one-time payment for Member (Paid for Life) is $350. 



LETTERS 
A Reply from Commerce 

The far ranging comments by Robert J. 
Richardson on the National Technical In- 
formation Service in your October 1973 is- 
sue were provocative. I t  is unfortunate that 
he "disagrees with the concept that NTIS 
must operate as a zero-subsidy enterprise," 
since the concept is basic in the Congres- 
sional authorization for NTIS (15 U.S. Code 
1151-57). 

In  her response to Senator Pell's inquiry 
in behalf of Mr. Richardson, Assistant Sec- 
retary Ancker-Johnson said: 

"It is a pleasure to respond to such con- 
sidered comments and suggestions as those 
from Mr. Richardson. NTIS officials would 
be pleased to discuss, with him, his par- 
ticular interests should he visit Washing- 
ton in the future." 

There has been no response from Mr. 
Richardson, nor have I knowingly talked 
with him during SLA and other question- 
and-answer sessions. 

The issues are complex, involving a num- 
ber of public policies which are not always 
mutually reinforcing. Others of our cus- 
tomers would disagree with Mr. Richardson. 
I encourage your readers to address me di- 
rectly on any question, any time. 

William T. Knox 
U.S. Department of Commerce 

National Technical Information Service 
Washington, D.C. 20230 

Fight Stupid T i t k  Changes! 

As a special librarian who has spent most 
of his professional life with scientific and 
technical periodicals and other serial publi- 
cations, I have long been aware of the irre- 
sponsibility of some publishers and editors 
changing titles without good cause, and, far 
too often, almost capriciously. The ever-ris- 
ing cost of catalog maintenance and biblio- 
graphic control, not to speak of the hidden 
costs of research assistance, has forced the 
attention of many serials and reference li- 
brarians to the question of titles and their 
unwarranted changes, until a genuine sense 
of outrage produced Librarians United to 
Fight Costly, Silly, Unnecessary Serial Title 
Changes. LUFTFCSUSTIC may have started 
as an elaborate joke, but the members are in 
deadly earnest about the need for librarians 
to educate publishers and editors alike to the 

facts that the majority of title changes are 
indeed unwarranted, and that all of them 
constitute an ever-increasing tax on the al- 
ready insufficiently funded libraries of all 
types. I t  surely stands to reason that libraries 
would rather spend their meager budgets on 
service and reference expenditures, not on 
"house-keeping" items such as title changes 
which cost anywhere from $10 to $30 per 
title and library. Even an inevitable title 
change of a serious, professionally important 
research journal will cost American libraries 
between $20,000-and $50,000-if only 2,000 
libraries subscribe to one copy each1 Just 
figure out the cost of the title changes your 
own library had to record in 1973, and mul- 
tiply that figure by 5,000. 

A well-organized effort to educate those re- 
sponsible for any future title changes is in- 
deed in order, and should be pursued with 
firmness and courtesy in equal measure. If 
you don't believe the magnitude of the prob- 
lem, get a copy of Title Varies, the just- 
started quarterly of the organization with the 
unpronounceable name. Just send $2 to 
Title Varies, P.O. Box 197, Okemos, Mich. 
48864. You have to see it to believe it. Most 
of all: the time has come to organize a de- 
fense against these indirect raids on the 
budgets and service capabilities of all librar- 
ies. 

John Henry Richter 
The University of Michigan Library 

Ann Arbor, Mich. 48104 

Retrieving Cassette Tapes 

With respect to Ms. Jane Port's article 
"Audiocassette Journals for the Health Pro- 
fessions" in Special Libraries, Nov 1973, I, 
also, realize the need for accessing back is- 
sues of cassette tape programs. 

One of the audiocassette serials listed in 
her bibliography is VOICES-12/60 (for 
pharmacists) published by the American So- 
ciety of Hospital Pharmacists, Washington, 
D.C. Coincidentally, my presentation "In- 
dexing VOICES-12/60 Cassette Tapes" has 
been recently narrated on vo1.3, no.10, Oct 
1973, side 2 of VOICES and will be reprinted 
in the forthcoming (Dec 1973) Bulletin of  
the New York City Society of Hospital 
Pharmacists. 

As a pharmacist, I used my training in li- 
brary science to make hospital pharmacists 
aware of the necessity of devising a simple in- 
dexing system for recalling topics discussed in 
their audiocassette tapes. As a result, they 



now can retrieve very quickly current-aware- 
ness information on such diverse subjects as 
antacids, clinical pharmacy, hemodialysis, hy- 
peralimentation, intravenous therapy, trans- 
plants, tuberculosis, venereal disease, etc. 

Ms. Port stressed in her article the impor- 
tance of audiocassette journals to the health 
profession; but, unless retrievability of back 
issues can be effected, cassette tapes are go- 
ing to pile up on our shelves or be stored 
away in drawers and closets without accom- 
plishing the comprehensive purposes orig- 
inally intended for their use. 

Carmine Varano 
Jersey City, N.J. 07306 

A Bit of Background 

In regard to Hilary D. Burton's piece in 
the December SL, I think it excessively mod- 
est of her not to have cited previous descrip- 
tions of this system in the literature. There 
is, of course, her own write-up in the 1969 
ASZS Proceedings as well as T. B. Yerke's 
artide about it in the February 1970 Data- 
mation. 

W. R. Eshelman 
Wilson Library Bulletin 

New York, N.Y. 10452 

A Change i n  RUIN 

Time changes all things, and not the least 
of these are library plans for desirable proj- 
ects. I would like to note the following ad- 
ditions to Ms. Miller's article, "RUIN, A 
Network for Urban and Regional Studies 
Libraries," in Special Libraries 64(no.ll): 
498-504 (Nov 1973): 

1. The Directory of Urban Studies Li- 
braries: Washington, D.C. Area, produced in 
September 1971 is now sadly out of date. 
Plans for a further revision have not been 
made. 

2. The Urban Institute now has no plans 
to subsidize production of the RUIN group's 
union list of serials. 

3. Compilation or revision of a dictionary 
of urban terms or a vocabulary list is not 
now underway at the Urban Institute Li- 
brary. Revision of the Library's internal sub- 
ject headings is an on-going project, as it is 
in many libraries; no publication or distribu- 
tion of these headings is planned. 

Judy H. Fair 
The Urban Institute 

2100 M Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20037 

First Love 

I read with great interest "The Challenge 
for Library Schools: An Employment View" 
in the October 1973 issue of Special Librar- 
ies. I feel very strongly that library schools 
are not stidents for an; type of 
employment but it is especially difficult for 
the new graduate to enter into special librar- 
ies. Perhaps my experience will be of interest. 

When I entered library school. I had a B.S. 
degree with an art major. I had worked as an 
illustrator; first, with the National Space and 
Aeronautics Administration and later with 
the U.S. Army. This was a total of six years' 
experience, but I had never worked in a li- 
brary. The complete concept of pursuing fur- 
ther education in library school was to enter 
special librarianship and, in particular, art 
and/or museum librarianship. 

Absolutely no one could give me any infor- 
mation about opportunities in the field or 
courses which would be of help to me in the 
situation I wished to enter. There was also 
no information available as to the number of 
jobs available in art librarianship or if, in- 
deed, any jobs were available. Finally, I did 
hear of one position in a museum which re- 
quired an experienced librarian with knowl- 
edge of at least two languages for the salary 
of $6,000.00 per year. 

T o  make a long story short, I am in the 
field of medical librarianship and have been 
since graduation. That was about seven years 
ago. I enjoy the field and have been rela- 
tively successful in it-but it was not my first 
choice. I really regret not having gone into 
art librarianship but I am still so isolated 
within the area of librarianship that I never 
hear of any opportunities to change back to 
my first love. 

Congratulations on a very good article and 
I hope that it will encourage art librarians to 
make the oportunities of the field available 
to students. 

Mary Ann Knotts 
Birmingham, Ala. 35205 

Special Libraries welcomes communica- 
tions from its readers, but can rarely 
accommodate letters in excess of 300 
words. Light editing, for style and econ- 
omy, is the rule rather than the excep- 
tion, and we assume that any letter, un- 
less otherwise stipulated, is free for pub- 
lication in our monthly letters column. 
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