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You can offer 
a remarkably 

without putting a 
strain on your budget.. . 

or your staff 
ISl's multidisciplinary alerting service-ASCATOPICSN-can keep 
your library's users up to date 52 weeks a year on the new journal 
literature in any of over 400 scientific subjects. 
I f  a im i ted  budget and an already busy 
staff have kept you from offering an SDI 
service for your users then you ougnt to 
know about ASCATOPICS 

Each w e k  ASCATGPICS suppl~es list 
~ n g s  of the latest ja i~rna l  I i terat~~re in 432 
categories of ttic pi!rti applied and 
S O C I H ~  sc,ences 

Computerized and remarkably cur- 
rent, ASCATOPICS combs over 4,900 
of the world's most important journals 
to assure that its subscribers know 
about the latest developments, tech- 
niques, and data while the information 
is still new. 
This means that, whether your library 
is highly specialized or serves a broad 
spectrum of interests, you can devise 
a combination of topics ideally suited 
to your users' needs. 
Whdt s more w ~ t h  ASCATOPICS you: 
users will always be a51e to get the 

,mportant articles they find Each ~ t e m  
listed in an ASCATOPICS report comes 
w:h a cormplete oibliographic descrip 
t ior p l ~ ~ s  +he autnor s address needed 
to write for reprints Also IS1 s Original 
A/' c ie  Ten( Stleet' service (OATS ) wili 
supply the f ~ l  t ~ x t  of any item listed In 
ASCATOPICS for as little as $3 per ten- 
~ a g c  article 

T!,e cost :oi any ASCATOPICS subject 
5 2  weeki'y reports-is SlOO a year. 

That's less than $ 2  a week 

Eiy cho,~sr iy  five or ten key t op~cs -~ - -  
you can give your library's users the SDI 
servcc you've always wanted them to 
nave---without cost overruns or addi- 
tional stafi 

For a corriplete list of ASCATOPICS 
s~ib jects ,  f i l l  out the coupon below and 
mail ~t to us Do i t  today You'll be doing 
your library's users-and yourself-a 
favor 1816 h i  



IN HARDCOPY, MICROFICHE, AND MICROFILM EDITIONS 
38 IEEE PERIODICALS REPORT NOTEWORTHY ADVANCES IN EVERY FACET OF 

ELECTROTECHNOLOGY 

SEND FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION TODAY. 



Acquisition 
is a science at  

World-Wide Acquisition Services 

Over a period of 104 years, Stechert Macmillan has developed the 
acquisition of medical and scientific publications into a science. Experienced 
scientific bibliographers and librarians in our U S .  and overseas offices have 
had close ties with medical and scientific publishers since the 1890's. 

Stechert Macmillan's special specialty is standing orders for continuations 
and serials of international congresses. 

Continuations/Serials Bibliographic Services 

Periodicals ~ e d i c a l  Serial News 
Sci/Tech Serial News 

Monographic Books Stechert Macmillan News 

A WORLD OF DIFFERENCE 

Stechert 
Macmillan, Inc. 
Seruing Libraries Since 1872 
866 Third Avenue New York, N.Y. 10022 (212) 935-4260 

NEW YORK LONDON PARIS STUTTGART SYDNEY 
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of Un~vers~ty-Sponsored 
Execut~ve Development and 

Marketing Management 
Programs 

EIGHTH (1977) EDITION 
To be publ~shed December 1976 

The lndlspensable objective gu~de to more 
than 125 campus programs of two weeks or 
more duratlon for the development of man- 
agers In the pr~vate pub l~c  and non-prof~t  
sectors of the economy 

SPECIAL PRE-PUBLICATION OFFER 
Good un t~ l  November 30. 1976 ONLY 

1 $47.00 check with order $49 50 ~f b~l led 
Massachusetts res~dents  add 500 sales tax 

BRICKER PUBLICATIONS 
P 0 Box 265 

South Chatham Massachusetts 02659 

Why not handle your 
foreign affairs 
domestically? 

There 1s no  need to rely on one sub- 
sc r l p t~on  agency for your domestlc perlodl- 
cals and another for your forelgn The F W 
Faxon Company I S  an ~nternat lonal  sub 
scrlptlon agency hand l~ng  p e r ~ o d ~ c a l s  f rom 
around the world (We presently list over 
8 000 fo re~gn  tltles and are constantly add 
rng more ) Now you can place one order for 
all  your per~od lca ls -domest~c and f o r e ~ g n -  
and recelve one annual lnvolce 

Our  F o r e ~ g n  Depar tmen t  t rans la tes  
forelgn correspondence keeps up to-date 
wl th the chang~ng  status of f o r e ~ g n  curren- 
cles and m a ~ n t a ~ n s  up-to-the-mlnute records 
on  f o r e ~ g n  p u b l ~ c a t ~ o n  frequencies 

Use Faxon s expertise You'll find t h e r e ' s  
n o  l a n g u a g e  barrier  a t  Faxon.  

L i b r a r y  buslness IS our only hi~srness 
s ince 1881 

Library Magazine S u b s c r i p t ~ o n  Agency 
15 Southwest Park We5lwood MA 02090 

Tel 800-225-7894 (toll-free) 
61 7-329-3350 lcollect In Mass and Canada onlvi 

Subscription Rates: Nonmembers, USA and 
Canada, $22.50 per calendar year; add $2.50 postage 
for other countries. $7.50 to members, which is in- 
cluded in member dues. Single copies (recent years) 
$2.75 except for October issue (Directory) which is 
$12.00. 
Back Issues & Hard Cover Reprints: Inquire Kraus 
Reprint Corp., 16 East 46th St., New York, N.Y. 
Microfilm & Microfiche Editions (1909 to date): In- 
quire University Microfilms, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
Changes of Address: Allow six weeks for all changes 
to become effective. All communications should in- 
clude both old and new addresses (with ZIP  Codes) 
and should be accompanied by a mailing label from 
a recent issue. Members should send their communi- 
cations to the SLA Membership Department, 235 
Park Avenue South, New York, N.Y. 10003. Non- 
member Subscribers should send their communica- 
tions to the SLA Circulation Department, 235 Park 
Avenue South, New York, N.Y. 10003. 
Claims for missing numbers will not be allowed if 
received more than 90 days from date of mailing 
plus the time normally required for postal delivery 
of the issue and the claim. No claims are allowed be- 
cause of failure to notify the Membership Depart- 
ment or  the Circulation Department (see above) of a 
change of address, o r  because copy is "missing from 
files." 

Special Libraries Association assumes no responsi- 
bility for the statements and opinions advanced by 
the contributors to the Association's publications. 
Instructions for Contributors last appeared in Spe- 
cial Libraries 66 (no. 12) (Dec 1975). A publications 
brochure is available from the Association's New 
York offices. Editorial views do not necessarily 
represent the official position of Special Libraries 
Association. Acceptance of an advertisement does 
not imply endorsement of the product by Special Li- 
braries Association. 

Indexed in: Book Review Index, Business Periodicals 
Index. In/ormation Science Abstracts. Historical 
Abstracts, Hospital Literature Index. Library 
Literature, Library & Information Science 
Abstracts, Management Index, Public Afairs In- 
formation Service and Science Citation Index. 

Membership 

DUES. Member  o r  Associate Member  
$40; S t u d e n t  M e m b e r  $8; Re t i r ed  
Member $10; Sustaining Member $200. 



LETTERS 

An Explanation 

The article, "Special Committee on Transla- 
tions," page 474, volume 67, no. 9, September 
1976, Special Libraries, regarding the NTIS 
position on translations is misleading. Transla- 
tions prepared under the Special Foreign Cur- 
rency Science Information Program (PL-480) 
that are not entered into the NTIS collection 
will be forwarded to NTC at the discretion of 
the participating agencies. 

We have suggested to all agencies that 
translations they have from any source which 
are  not made available through NTIS should 
be forwarded to NTC for announcement. 
However, NTIS can only suggest, not direct. 
We would appreciate your making this point 
clear in your next issue. 

NTIS is pleased with the work the Special 
Libraries Association and other societies and 
government agencies are doing to improve the 
quality and availability of translations. 

Tina Miller 
SFCSl Group National Technical Information 

Service U S .  Department of Commerce 
Springfield, Va. 22161 

Diazo or Vesicular Film? 

In 197 1, a special Task Group was organized 
within Subcommittee PH 1-3 of the American 
National Standards Institute with the assign- 
ment of preparing specifications for diazo and 
vesicular films intended for storage purposes. 
It was recognized early in the Task Group de- 
liberations that there are different criteria of 
film storage, depending upon the requirements 
of the user. Currently, three film classifications 
are being considered: medium-term film, long- 
term film, and archival film. Medium- and 
long-term films represent new classifications 
and they are  being defined as films capable of a 
useful life of either 10 or 100 years, respec- 
tively. However, the term "archival" film has 
been in use for many years and any new 
"archival film" specification must  be 
consistent with the existing meaning of this 
phrase. There is some confusion within the 
Task Group as to the minimum life of archival 
materials and the density changes that are 
tolerable. 

We recognize that the National Archives are 
the ultimate authority on this subject in the 
United States .  Accordingly, we would ap- 
preciate some clarification and guidance as to 
the exact meaning of "archival" so that any 

new specifications would conform to current 
practice in this country. 

P. Z. Adelstein 
Chairman, ANSI PHI-3 Task Group on 

Vesicular and Diazo Film 

I am aware that there has been confusion 
and frustration among your group in dealing 
with the term "archival." It is my hope that I 
can clarify its meaning as it applies to media 
used for the filming of records for permanent 
retention. 

Essentially the term "archival" is synono- 
mous with "permanent" and the two a re  
frequently used interchangably. TO us they 
have the same meaning: that is, forever. To say 
that we are going to keep forever everything 
that is now classified as archival or permanent 
is a rather positive statement and one which 
none of us can guarantee. Yet it does express 
our intention in relation to records which have 
been appraised as being of permanent value, or 
archival. 

This clarification is also important because it 
is necessary that whatever material is ap- 
proved for permanent record filming must be 
equal to or better than the present materials 
that have been certified for permanent record 
use. For this reason the standards that this or 
similar groups develop must be stringent so 
that only those of the highest quality will ulti- 
mately be approved. 

Permanent or archival record film can be 
defined as any film that is equa! to or  better 
than silver film, as specified in ANSI specif- 
cations PHl .28  and PH1.41. We realize that 
equating other film types to silver may not be 
the best criteria, but a t  this time it is the only 
standard that we have. Silver has been around 
long enough to lend some credence to its 
stability as an archival material yet if newer 
materials can be qualified they too should be 
considered for certification. 

James B. Rhoads 
Archivist of the United States 

Special Libraries welcomes communica- 
tions from i ts  readers, bu t  can  rarely ac- 
commodate  l e t t e r s  in excess o f  300 words. 
Light editing, fo r  s tyle  and  economy, is t h e  
rule ra ther  than t h e  exception, and  we  
assume t h a t  any let ter ,  unless otherwise 
stipulated, is f ree  for publication in o u r  
monthly le t t e r s  column. 





.. and reduce 
yours. 

NEW Serials Subscription Service. 
Now you can take away the time-consuming duty of acquiring current 

periodicals for your collection. University Microfilms International has devised 
an all new Serials Subscription Service on Microform, that gives you the periodicals 

you want-in your choice of microfilm (16 or 35mm.) or microfiche. 

Just look at these advantages: 

:YES' 1 would like to learn more about 

.Provides automatic delivery of the periodical's UMl 's  all new Serials Subscription 

latest publication year in Microform. Service. Please send me full details on 

0 how I can subscribe to  this service. 
.Storage requirements are reduced by more than Please include catalogue of avail- 
90 per cent. 0 able titles. 

.Saves money ordinarily spent on binding copies. 

.Sin!:le annual invoice provided with guaranteed 
annual prices. 

P r o v i d e s  quarterly status reports. 

E a s i e r  control of fiscal year expenditures via re- 
newal notices. 

.Mutilation is reduccd and access made easier. 

.Over 7.000 titles available for selection. 

v I, -- - 

.#I. -- 

0 " I '  

0 ( I '  
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0 Mall to 
University Microfilms International 
Serials Subscription Service, Dept. S.L.-11 
300 North Zeeb Road 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48106 
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