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The driving force behind Eugene Garfield is 
his dedication to making scientific and technical 
information accessible on an economic, timely 
basis. He is founder and president of the Insti- 
tute for Scientific InformationB (ISIB) and the 
inventor of Current Contents@ and the Science 
Citation IndexE. 

The essays collected in this book represent a 
significant portion of Garfield's prodigious writ- 
ing efforts. Originally published in Current Con- 
tents under the title of "Current Comments," 
the first essay appeared in 1962 and the last in 
December of 1976. Each one contains Garfield's 
personal observations about some subject 
which has caught his sometimes nettlesome at- 
tention - from scientific research, librarianship 
and information science, to business, bureau- 
cracy, politics, and friendship. 

For anyone interested in tracing the course of 
scientific research or information retrieval dur- 
ing 1962-1976, these essays offer an unusually 
good insight from someone who was deeply in- 
volved. Essays on topics of interest can be lo- 
cated through an extensive subject index as well 
as  by scanning the essay titles listed in 
chronological order in the table of contents. 
There is also a citation index which makes it 
possible to look up a particular or favorite au- 
thor and see if any of the essays refer to his or 
her work - an excellent way to locate essays 
relevant to one's own interest. 

Those directly involved in information science 
or information retrieval will enjoy these essays. 
But anyone who has ever been frustrated in try- 
ing to obtain needed information of any type 
(and that includes just about all of us) will also 
find Essays of an Information Scientist absorb- 
ing reading. C191, I S ,  

ESSAYS OF AN INFORMATION SCIENTIST by Eugene Garfield 
Please enter my order for Volumes 1 and 2 

Volumes 1 and 2 of Essays of ISBN: 0-89495-000-2; LC: 77-602; 1314 pages. 
an Information Scientist. $25 for the two volume set, plus postage and 
0 Please enter a standing handling ($1 in the U.S.A.. Canada, & Mexico; 
order for all future annual $5 all other locations). Residents of California 
volumes. and New Jersey add required sales tax. 

Name 

Organization Tel. 

Address 

City StateIProvince 

Zip Country 
X-516 

0 Check enclosed 0 Bill me 
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New Author Jitle,and Subject Guides 
to Books on Demancl bring you 

TO 84,000 
THAT ARE 

all immediately available 
as On-Demand Reprints 

7 

Because the Guides to Books or1 Demarrd are 
the largest bibliographies ever compiled of 
books no longer stocked by their publishers. 
these three volumes are heconling the first 
source for anyone searching for an O P  book. 
They are a new and valuable hookfinding tool. 
to  be used just like Book., itr Prrtrt. 

You can lower your costs of searching and 
ordering with the Guide\ to Book.\ orr Der~c~trtl. 
Any of the X4.0M) titles listed in the Guides 
can be reprinted as a full-size bound hook 
especially for you and delivered in thirty days. 

Publishers are assigning reprint rights to Book.\ 
on Dcmund in order to make prestigious 
backlist titlec continuously available as their 
own inventories are exhausted. McGraw-Hill. 
American Management Association, Harper 
CG Row. Macmillan and Yale University Press 
are only a representative handful of the 300 
current participants who have contributed 

important recent titles. Not only d o  the Guidc,.c 
to Books or1 Denlarrd include thousands of 
books from the 60's and 70's. but they are 
important to scholars and researchers as a 
source of rare and valuabl-. '.>oaks that span 
the centuries. 

Each volume of more than X(X) pages presents 
full bibliographic and ordering information for 
the X4.(XX) title5 listed. 

ORDER BEFORE DEC. 30,1977 
AND SAVE $15! 

Buy the complete set of Arttl~or.. Titic) cirtii 
Srrh;rc/ Guitic~s l o  Book.t or1 Dc~t~rtrrrtland save 
515 off the 57350 list price. You pay just S58..50. 
plus 5.3 for shipping and handling. This special 
price valid until Dec. 30. 1977. 

Individual volumes are S24.50 each, plus SI 
for shipping and handling per volunle. 

BOOKS ON DEMAND 
University Microfilms International, Department C, Ann Arbor MI 48106 
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1 18,000 LIBRARIANS 
KNOW ... 

. . . there's more to running a library than 
utilizing your professional training . . . for 
.instance, there's the clerical work of keep- 
ing track of hundreds of subscriptions to 
periodicals . . . 

Faxon's automated subscription service 
will keep track of your subscriptions for 
you. You place one order and receive one 
invoice. Now you'll have more time to dis- 
cover the exciting facets of professional 
library work. 

Write for our Service Brochure and our 
annual LIBRARIANS' GUIDE. Or call 
today toll-free. Then you will know too! 

Library business IS our only busmess - 
s m c e  188 1. 

F. w. Faxon companv, lnc. 
Library Magaz ine  S u b s c r i p t i o n  Agency  
15 Southwest Park, Westwood, MA 02090 

Tel: 800-225-7894 (toll-free) 
31 7-329-3350 (collect In Mass. and Canada  onlv) 

PUBLICATIONS 
FROM 
UNITED NATIONS 

YEARBOOK O F  THE 
UNITED NATIONS 1974 
28th Edition 
"As the  work of the  United Nations 
becomes  more complex a n d  wide- 
ranging, t h e  need for  a concise and  
accura te  record increases corre- 
spondingly. The  Yearbook of the  
United Nations is designed to meet  
that need .  Each volume of the  Year- 
book contains a succinct  yet com- 
prehensive account  of the  activities 
of the  world Organization during a 
particular year." 

Secretary-General 
Kurt Waldheim 

Order  No. E.76.1.1 
Clothbound $35.00 

UNITED NATIONS PUBLICATIONS 
Room A-3315 
New York. N . Y .  10017 I 
UNITED NATIONS PUBLICATIONS 
Palais des Nations 

Subscription Rates: Nonmembers, USA, $26.00 per 
calendar year; add $3.50 postage for other countries 
including Canada. $8.00 to members, which is in- 
cluded in member dues. Single copies (recent years) 
$3.00 except for October issue (Directory) which is 
$1 3.00. 
Back Issues & Hard Cover Reprints: Inquire Kraus 
Reprint Corp., 16 East 46th St., New York, N.Y. 
Microfilm & Microfiche Editions (1909 to date): In- 
quire University Microfilms, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
Changes of Address: Allow six weeks for al l  changes 
to become effective. All communications should in- 
clude both old and new addresses (with Z I P  Codes) 
and should be accompanied by a mailing label from 
a recent issue. Members should send their communi- 
cations to the SLA Membership Department, 235 
Park Avenue South, New York, N.Y. 10003. Non- 
member subscribers should send their communica- 
tions to the SLA Circulation Department, 235 Park 
Avenue South, New York, N.Y. 10003. 
Claims for missing numbers will not be allowed if 
received more than 90 days from date of mailing 
plus the time normally required for postal delivery 
of the issue and the claim. No claims are allowed be- 
cause of failure to notify the Membership Depart- 
ment or  the Circulation Department (see above) of a 
change of address, or because copy is "missing from 
files." 

Special Libraries Association assumes no responsi- 
bility for the statements and opinions advanced by 
the contributors to the Association's publications. 
Instructions for Contributors last appeared in Spe- 
cial Libraries 68 (no. 12) (Dec 1977). A publications 
brochure is available from the Association's New 
York offices. Editorial views do not necessarily 
represent the official position of Special Libraries 
Association. Acceptance of an advertisement does 
not imply endorsement of the product by Special Li- 
braries Association. 

Indexed in: Book Review Index, Business Periodicals 
Index, Information Science Abstracts, Historical 
Abstracts, Hospital Literature Index. Library 
Literature, Library & Information Science 
A bstracts, Management Index, Public Afairs In- 
formation Service and Science Citation Index. 

Membership 

DUES. Member  o r  Associate Member  
$40; S t u d e n t  M e m b e r  $8; Ret i red  
Member $10; Sustaining Member $200. 



-- 

NOW YOU CAN BUY BBODABT'S 
PROCESSING EltPEBTISE EIlEI IF 

Brodart's reputation for catalogmg and processing books has 
always been excellent. But you may want to process books yourself. So now 
Brodart is offering "kits onlyl' What a great way for you to get the best! 

Brodart kits are the most cornplete in the industry. They include a 
full set of catalog cards p& a book pocket and book card already im- 
printed wth catalogmg information, and a spine label. B r o d a r t s  feature 
the vvldest variety of catalogmg options, and the largest number of titles on 
file (more than 300,000). And Brodart kits come completely assembled, 
whch saves a lot of time. 

Brodart is anxlous for you to have a first hand look at their kits. 
So here's a suggestion Send a list _ - -,- - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

K ~ t s  Only of 10 titles (even a handwritten list e,~da*, ,,, Dept C127 
1 

d l  do) along wth your phone 1609 Mernorlal Avenue 
I W~ll~arnsport. PA 17701 

I 
Attached 1s my ihst of 10 titles ?!ease call me about my catdloq~ng 

I 
number to Brodart. They d l  call I ,,,,,,,,,,,,, I 
you and determine your catalogmg I Name I 
specifications. Withn two weeks after I rltle I 
YOU call you'll receive your complete 1 ilbrary Orgar>rzar~on I 

I lats. If you're not completely satis- , phone The best tme to call me IS 
I 

hed, there is absolutely no charge 1 Address 
I 
I 

involved. Look at it ths way. You've I a w  State ZIP- I 
got a lot to gain and nothmg to lose. L(0fferexpires1anuaw31. 1978) ----------------- _I 

THE LIBRARY C O M l W Y  
1609 MEMORIAL AVE WILUPlMSFWRT PA 17701 17.36 SO HATCHER ST CITY OF INDUSlRY CA 91749 



LETTERS 

Wrong Impressions 

As coauthors of "On-Line Commands: A 
Quick Users Guide for Bibliographic Search 
Systems," we wish to correct impressions that 
may be left from Irvin Weiss's ar t ic le ,  
"Evaluation of ORBIT and DIALOG Using 
Six Data Bases" [Special Libraries 67 (no. 
12):574-581 (Dec 1976)l. Many of the conclu- 
sions are  presented without supporting data or 
are arrived at  incorrectly. Some of Weiss's 
evaluation is based on an apparent misunder- 
standing of our Guide. H e  even went so far as 
to modify the Guide while indicating that it 
was, in fact, ours. 

First of all, our Guide is not intended to be 
complete. I t s  purpose is to provide quick 
reference to only the basic features of the 
systems, not to act as a substitute for user 
manuals. Thus, Weiss's comparison of num- 
bers of commands is based on incomplete data. 
Another area of some confusion is the com- 
parison of the DIALOG Select and the ORBIT 
Find commands. The ORBIT Find command is 
used only as  an override in special circum- 
stances; in general, ORBIT requires no com- 
mand at  all for direct searching. 

Other  system aspects considered in the 
evaluation are  based on inaccurate or out-of- 
date information (some of it out-of-date by the 
time of review, if not a t  the time of writing). 
For instance, SDC no longer has search win- 
dows; all data bases are  now available for 
searching all day. Additionally, all of the termi- 
nals listed and many others can be used to ac- 
cess either system. A third criterion that re- 
quires clarification is that of file size. We 
suspect that the numbers given reflect file sizes 
on different dates. 

We appreciate the attempt to provide the li- 
brary community with useful data for evaluat- 
ing newly emerging information tools. The 
difficulty, in a t  least the area of on-line in- 
formation retrieval, is the fast pace at  which 
changes are being made. New data bases are 
added monthly; both S D C  and LIS  have 
recently instituted cost reductions for bulk 
users; a new commercial service, BRS, has 
come into being; new highly sophisticated fea- 
tures are  being added (left-hand truncation, 
statistical manipulation). 

Because of the ever-changing system status 
and legitimate/recognized individual pref- 
erences, we recommend accessing several 
systems. Since one pays only for actual use, se- 

lection of system and data base should reflect 
the requirements of each query and each user. 

Barbara Lawrence 
Exxon Research and Engineering Company 

Linden, N.J. 07036 

Barbara J. Prewitt 
Rohm & Haas 

Spring House, Pa. 19477 

Most of the  conclusions in the article, 
"Evaluation of ORBIT and DIALOG Using 
Six Data Bases," were predicated upon many 
hours spent on-line to both systems obtaining 
and confirming data. 

The preliminary explanation regarding use 
of "On-Line Commands: A Quick Users Guide 
for Bibliographic Search Systems" in the 
article was certainly not intended to be deroga- 
tory. On the contrary, the Guide is, indeed, a 
convenient, easy-to-use, desk top tool for 
searching five on-line systems. I used it as a 
base from which to compare the utility of like, 
on-line commands and the key stroke effort 
that they require. Prior to performing these 
two tasks on-line, I correlated the substance of 
the Guide with user manuals. In this manner, I 
believed that I had sufficiently deviated from 
the content of the Guide by adding new data 
and functions for two systems. 

Regarding the statement that other system 
aspects considered in the  evaluation were 
based on inaccurate or out-of-date informa- 
tion, the data that were presented in the article 
were relevant and current a t  the time of 
submittal to Special Libraries. 

lrvin Weiss 
College of Library and 

Information Services 
University of Maryland 

College Park, Md. 20742 

Special Libraries welcomes communica-  

tions f rom i ts  readers ,  bu t  can  rarely ac- 

c o m m o d a t e  l e t t e r s  in excess of  300 words. 

Light editing, for  s ty le  and  economy, is t h e  

rule  r a t h e r  than t h e  exception, and  w e  

assume t h a t  any le t t e r ,  unless otherwise 

stipulated, is f ree  for publication in o u r  

monthly le t t e r s  column.  



No wonder 
you're running out 
of library space, 
your bookcases 

don't move! 
These do. This is Tri-stack," a Thls 'h-stackN tnstallatlon 

holds over 7.000 
new high denslty library system average sze 

that virtually triples your book- 
shelf capacity. Eachmoduleof the 
Tri-stack'"consists of stable sec- 
tions of shelves behind two row 
of 36" wide rolling sections. 
The entire system is 
modular. Add shelve 
in height, and 36" 
wide sections 
in length, as you 
need them. 
The shelves come 
equipped with 
movable magnetic 
follower blocks for 
convenience. The 
shelves are available 
in two heights and 
both can be used 
together in the same 
section. The devth 
of each row is a space- 
saving 10% inches. (Combined 
depth of a 3 row module is only 
34% inches.,) 

The Tn-stack'" offers you 
unmatched book storage com- 
bined with easy accessibility. 
Withconventional bookcases, 
one a d e  serves only two rows 
of shelves. With Tri-stack:" one 

aisle serves six rows. 
Tri-stack'" is surprisingly 

economical.. .requires no special 
installation. ..sets up quickly and 
easily. Safe and strong, it needs 
no floor-bolting and the tracks in 
the base deck are recessed w t h  
the walking surface texturized- 
finished to prevent slipping. 

Corporate library or legal li- 
brary, research library or general 
library, you needn't wony about 
running out of space if you have 

the bookcases that move at 
the touch of your hand. 
The Tri-stack'" by Supreme. 
Contact us now for complete 
details. 

17053rd Street. RnxMyn. N Y 11232 
12121 492 7777 

T r  rtack liatrademark of Supreme / SUPREME EQUlFMENT& SYSTEMS CORP 1977 



Over 16,000,000 
Dialog i s  expanding again t o  offer 

libraries these new data bases: 
Public Affairs lnformation Service, 
Food Science and Technology 
Abstracts, Library and l nformation 
Science Abstracts, Defense Market 
Measures System, Energyline" 
National Center for Child Abuse and 

Neglect, and Art  Bibliographies 
Modern. 

Other recent Dialog data bases 
are Current Research lnformation 
Service (Agriculture), National 
l nformation Center for Education 
Media, and CLAIMS/CLASS. 

Whi le Dialog continues to  
























































































































































