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For the ultimate
listening-
learning
experience;

P/H Wireless
Library Broadcaster

...transmits 2 to 12 separate pro-

grams simultaneously to unlimited num-
bers of students using wireless head-
phone/receivers. They can select, or be
assigned, any program by turning the
program selector knob on their headset
to a specific channel. Consoles accom-

modate standard cassettes; an auxiliary

input panel accepts sound from any

source. Because the system is wireless,
students may sit anywhere. For a dramatic, free, no-
obligation demonstration, contact P/H Electron-

P/H ELECTRONICS

A Division of Duncan Electric Company
117 E. HELENA STREET,
DAYTON, OHIO 45404
(513) 461-5898

ics . .. manufacturer of MONI-COM® Il, the patented

two-way wireless language laboratory.

Subscription Rates: Nonmembers, USA $26.00 per
calendar year; add $3.50 postage for other countries
including Canada. $8.00 to members, which is in-
cluded in member dues. Single copies (recent years)
$3.00 except for October issue (Directory) which is
$13.00.

Back Issues & Hard Cover Reprints: Inquire Kraus
Reprint Corp., 16 East 46th St., New York, N.Y.
Microfilm & Microfiche Editions (1909 to date): In-
quire University Microfilms, Ann Arbor, Michigan.

Changes of Address: Allow six weeks for all changes
to become effective. All communications should in-
clude both old and new addresses (with ZIP Codes)
and should be accompanied by a mailing label from a
recent issue. Members should send their communi-
cations to the SLA Membership Department, 235
Park Avenue South, New York, N.Y. 10003. Non-
member Subscribers should send their communica-
tions to the SLA Circulation Department, 235 Park
Avenue South, New York, N.Y. 10003,

Claims for missing numbers will not be allowed if
received more than 90 days from date of mailing plus
the time normally required for postal delivery of the
issue and the claim. No claims are allowed because
of failure to notify the Membership Department or
the Circulation Department (see above) of a change
of address, or because copy is “missing from files.”

Special Libraries Association assumes no responsi-
bility for the statements and opinions advanced by
the contributors to the Association’s publications.
Instructions for Contributors last appeared in Spe-
cial Libraries 68 (no. 12) (Dec 1977). A publications
brochure is available from the Association’s New
York offices. Editorial views do not necessarily
represent the official position of Special Libraries
Association. Acceptance of an advertisement does
not imply endorsement of the product by Special Li-
braries Association.

Indexed in: Book Review Index, Business Periodicals
Index, Information Science Abstracts, Historical
Abstracts, Hospital Literature Index, Library
Literature, Library & Information Science
Abstracts, Management Index, Public Affairs In-
Jormation Service and Science Citation Index.
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$40: Student Member $8; Retired
Member $10; Sustaining Member $200.
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Proceedings of the International Conference on

COMPUTER APPLICATIONS
IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

Edited by J. A. Jordan, Jr., and K. Malaivongs
August 1977 e 1508 pages ® US$50.00*

101 Papers discussing :

® Transfer of computing technologies to developing countries
® State of computing in developing countries

® Computerapplications in agriculture, development planning,
education, engineering, and more. . . .

® Education for computer applications development

Also available :

O Proceedings of the International Conference on
LOW-COST HOUSING: TECHNOLOGY & POLICY
June 1977 @ 1107 pages ® USS$55.00*

0 Proceedings of the International Conference on

RURAL DEVELOPMENT TECHNOLOGY : AN
INTEGRATED APPROACH

June 1977 e 854 pages e US$40.00*

O Proceedings of the International Symposium on
GEOTECHNICAL ASPECTS OF SOFT CLAY
July 1977 e 704 pages o US$40.00"

Copies of the above publications are available from :

Director, Library & Regional Documentation Center
ASIAN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

P.0O. Box 2754, Bangkok

THAILAND

*Prices are surface mail postpaid
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LETTERS

Conference ldea

What do other Special Libraries Association
members think of the proposal to hold our An-
nual Conferences on the basis of one year in
New York City, two years out?

We no longer have Chapter-hosted con-
ferences with the special warmth that they
held.* The membership of our organization is
concentrated east of the Mississippi. New
York City is the center of the publishing in-
dustry as well as the city of corporate head-
quarters including SLA’s own Association
Office. Lastly, it is the one and only Big Apple
with more places to go and more things to do
along the entire price spectrum than any other
city in North America.

Perhaps this proposal could be discussed by
the membership and the Board of Directors.

Rachel Hecht
Davis, Graham & Stubbs
Denver, Colo. 80202

*ED. NOTE. The writer of the letter has apparently
forgotten that the New York Chapter was the host
Chapter for the New York 1977 Conference.

Books Needed

I am writing to you as a representative of the
American Associates of Ben-Gurion

University of the Negev, Israel’s youngest
university. Although only eight years old, Ben-
Gurion University has already established
complete faculties in the Natural Sciences,
Humanities, and Medicine.

Unfortunately, the university is lacking
substantially in library resources. The fact is,
Ben-Gurion University is in great need of se-
lective collections of library books. Therefore,
I am writing you in hope that some of your
readers will be able to help us fill our book-
shelves with volumes that they may wish to
donate. All such contributions are tax deducti-
ble, and, upon approval of the books by the
university, we can take care of the packaging
and shipping to Israel.

Susan Rebell

American Associates of
Ben-Gurion University of
the Negev

New York, N.Y. 10017

Useful Tool

Thank you for the publication Institutions
Where SLA Members are Employed: An SLA
Directory. 1 feel it will be a useful tool and was
very happy to see that we actually got the job
done.

Good work.
M. L. Tsuffis

Xerox Corporation
Webster, N.Y. 14580

Faxon's automation means even more than computer speed and
accuracy. It means systems designed to make Faxon customers
virtual experts in subscription management.

Faxon's new SCOPE Service enables libraries to monitor price
increases over a three-year period by taking price data directly from
their unique personal history files stored in Faxon’'s computer. SCOPE
is ideal for department heads and subject specialists who can make a
thorough review of subscription costs as they relate to budgets prior to

annual renewal.

Serials control information is also available from Faxon’s com-
puter on either punched cards or magnetic tape. Libraries with data
processing capabilities will find our input precise and time-saving.

Faxon makes automation work for you . .. personally.

FOF.U. FAXON COMPANY, INC.

Library Magazine Subscription Agency
15 Southwest Park, Westwood, Massachusetts 02090
Tel: 800-225-7894 (toll-free) » 617-323-3350 (collect in Mass. and Canada only)




(New Biographical Yolumes From
Marquis WhosWho

Who'sWho in Finance and Industry

20th Edition 1877-1978. Provides up-to-date biographical data about more than 18,000 top men and women
of business reference interest. The new edition includes more than 6,000 new names along with countless up-
dated facts in sketches continued from previous editions.

Published biennially. Pub. Sept. 1977, 755 pages, LC 70-616550, ISBN 0-8379-0320-3; hardbound . . $562.50

Who'sWho in Religion

2nd Edition. More than 18,500 sketches of church officials (lay and clergy), religious educators, founders
and directors of religious organizations, editors and writers of religious publications, priests, rabbis, ministers
and others of religious reference interest.

Pub. Oct. 1977, 736 pages; LC 76-25357; ISBN 0-8379-1602-X; hardbound S $55.50

WhosWho in American Law

1st Editlon. For the first time, an authoritative biographical directory listing more than 20,000 tawyers, jud-
ges, law school deans and professars, leading state and federal prosecutors, and justice department officials.
Pub. Nov. 1977, 600 + pages; LC 77-79896; ISBN 0-8379-3501-6; hardbound $52.50

WhosWho in Government

3rd Edition. More than 17,500 biographical sketches of key officials from federal, state, and local govern-
ments. Three indexes identify officials by (1) federal office; (2) state or county office; and (3} local or city
office

Pub. Nov. 1977 700 + pages, LC 72-623344, ISBN 0-8379-1203-2; hardbound $55.50

Directory of Medical Specialists

18th Edlition 1977-1978. Official roster of specialists certified by the 22 boards that constitute the American
Board of Medical Specialties. 190,000 + biographical sketches arranged by specialty andby city and state.
2 volumes; Published biennially; Pub. Nov. 1977, 4,000+ pages, LC 40-9671, ISBN 0-8379-0518-4; hard-
bound . $69.50

Marquis WhosYho Publications Index to All Books 1977

An annually published index to more than 280,000 sketches in the current editions of 14 Marquis Who's Who
volumes

Pub. Jan. 1978, 500 + pages, LC 74-17540; ISBN 0-8379-1404-3, hardbound $14.50
Set of 4 Indexes (1974 through 1977). ISBN 0-8379-1405-1; Special 10% Discount Offer ... $52.20
Please add $2.00 for each book ordered for postage and e
handling. Add state sales tax where applicable. MARQL:? .
Who'sWho. INC.
Send for latest catalog for complete information 200 East Ohio Street
about all current Marquis Publications. Chicago, !llinois 60611 U.S.A.
WM/78-4
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State-of-the Art Reviews from SLA

Getting into Networking:
Guidelines for Special Libraries

SLA Networking Committee
Subcommittee on Guidelines
Beth A. Hamilton, Chairman

1977 / paper / 37 pages / 81/2x11 / $6.00
LC 76-568875 / ISBN 0-87111-250-1

Special librarians have a long tradition of involvement in informal library cooperation. In
recent years, they have recognized the fast-paced development of formal cooperation/resource
sharing/networking organizations and have become convinced that formal networking is a
necessity. Their concern is often whether to join an existing formal network or to establish a
new one. Guidelines are necessary to assist in this decision-making process. The guidelines
presented in this manual should stimulate and promote effective formal networking by special
libraries and by groups of special libraries.

The Special Librarian as a Supervisor or Middle Manager

Martha J. Bailey

1977 / paper / 46 pages / 81/2x11 / $6.00
LC 77-5021 / ISBN0-87111-249-3

Libraries have often drawn heavily on the business world for innovation in hardware. A fairly
recent trend has been the adaption of management techniques to library operations. However,
business management techniques may not have the same meaning and impact in the library or-
ganization until they are placed in similar contexts.

The library and information science literature concerning the supervisor and the middle
manager is reviewed. Where information is not available, the material is drawn from the litera-
ture of business management. After defining the terms “supervisor” and “middle manager,” the
various library environments are described. This is followed by an examination of position
responsibilities and the education and work experience desired. This report concludes with
recommendations for further research.

Order your copies now from:

Order Department

Special Libraries Association
235 Park Avenue South
New York, New York 10003




Patents
An Introduction
Susan E. Edwards

University of Colorado Libraries, Boulder, Colo. 80302

B A patent is a government grant which
gives exclusive rights to an inventor for a
given number of years. Many reasons
have been advanced to rationalize the
granting of what is essentially a monopoly,
but the most commonly mentioned justi-
fications are economic and social. The
early development of patent systems in

third world and socialist countries
illustrates the persuasiveness of these
arguments. However, there is a continuing
debate about the costs and benefits of
such systems. Patents can be important
sources of information, and there are
several ways to gain bibliographic and
physical access to the literature.

THE term “letters patent’ or, more
commonly, “patent” originally referred to
an open letter or agreement conferring
some right or privilege on the holder. Now
used chiefly in reference to inventions, a
patent is a government certificate which
gives exclusive rights to an inventor. The
exclusive rights may be to make, use, or
sell an invention for a given period of time;
or alternatively, and more accurately in
the case of U.S. patents, a grant which
gives “‘the right to exclude others from
making, using or selling the invention” (7,
p. 2). When a government grants a patent,
it puts the enforcement power of the state
behind the inventor against any infringe-
ment of these exclusive rights. A patent,
therefore, is valid only in the territory
under the jurisdiction of the granting
government. Because a patent gives the
holder a monopoly, and because private
monopolies are normally considered
contrary to the public welfare, it is im-
portant to understand why and how such
systems developed.

FEBRUARY 1978

Background

The granting of patents goes back many
centuries, but the date most often given
for the beginning of modern patent
systems is 1474 when the Republic of
Venice passed a statute allowing for the
granting of letters patent for new and in-
genious devices. The practice of granting
monopolies spread; but rather than being
regulated by law, the grants were usually
the result of royal or legislative decrees.
This practice became subject to abuse
when rulers granted patents merely to re-
plenish the royal coffers or confer favors.
For example, protection was granted to
court favorites for monopolies in known
commodities like salt. Such abuses in
Tudor England led in 1624 to England’s
first patent law, the “Statute of Mo-
nopolies,” which granted exclusive rights
only to the ““true and first inventor.”

British practice spread to the colonies,
and in 1641 the Massachusetts colonial
legislature issued the first American
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patent, which was for a salt-making
process. Federal jurisdiction over the right
to grant monopolies for inventions was
given in the Constitution, which em-
powered Congress “To promote the
Progress of Science and useful Arts, by
securing for limited Times to Authors and
Inventors the exclusive Right to their
respective Writings and Discoveries™ (2).
In 1790 the first U.S. Patent Act was
signed. It differed from previous laws, like
the Statute of Monopolies, in that the
granting of a patent was not dependent on
a ruler or special act of a legislature; if the
legal provisions were fulfilled, the inventor
obtained protection. There was relatively
little legislative discussion on Article I,
section 8 of the U.S. Constitution or on
the Patent Act of 1790, but by the late
1700s certain justifications for the grant-
ing of such exclusive rights were already
well established and accepted. These
justifications can be grouped into two
categories: those based on moral and
natural rights, and those based on social
and economic considerations.

Justifications

Proponents of the moral rights school
believed that it is inherently unjust for
someone to use an invention if the inventor
is not rewarded, and the purpose of a
patent system is to guarantee that com-
pensation will be given to the originator.
Closely related to this position is the
natural rights argument which states that
a person’s idea is his or her property and,
like any material possession, is entitled to
protection under the law. The most
noteworthy formalization of this view was
the 1791 patent act passed by the French
Assembly.

Much more prevalent than the above
positions are those arguments based on
economic and social factors. What distin-
guishes these views from those of the
moral or natural rights school is the lack
of emphasis on individual rights or just
rewards. It is these social and economic
considerations which are implied in
Article VIII of the Constitution.

The social and economic justifications
for a patent system are often separated
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into the ‘‘monopoly-profit-incentive
thesis’” and the ‘“‘exchange-for-secret-
thesis” (3) but they have much in com-
mon. The keywords in both arguments are
incentive, profits, and rewards. The ra-
tionale is that technological progress
takes place by building on prior knowl-
edge, and certain breakthroughs which
are needed might not occur if the pre-
requisite information is not available. In
addition, if advances are kept secret, there
may be wasteful duplication of efforts and
resources. The public good, therefore, de-
mands that inventions be encouraged and
the state of the arts be made public. In-
centives are also needed to insure inven-
tion, for without the possibility of reaping
profits beyond those in a competitive
situation, inventors will either cease pro-
ducing or will keep the results of their la-
bors secret.

Another form of these theses states
that the real problem is not secrecy or the
level of inventive activity. People invent
for many reasons including curiosity and
self-fulfillment; and inventive activity is
influenced by relative prices, market
structure, and economic considerations
other than the possibility of obtaining high
profits. Also, the probability that inven-
tions will remain secret over a long period
of time is slight. The real problem is the
developing or implementing of new inven-
tions. Capital investment, advertising, and
other initial expenses will be high; and pro-
tection is necessary to insure a fair return.

Criticisms

Although any or all of the above argu-
ments may seem to provide adequate ra-
tionalization for a patent system, thereis a
growing literature which either disputes
these claims or attempts to measure the
costs and benefits which accrue from such
a system.

Some critics feel that patents may
contribute to a misallocation of resources
by channeling inventive activity into areas
in which patents may be obtained with lit-
tle regard to social or economic priorities.
To take a fanciful example, if mousetraps
are patentable and computer programs
are not, profits may be bigger, and re-
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search and development funds larger, in
the mousetrap industry.

A second argument states that patents
may be awarded for very useful inventions
which the owners may not choose to work;
these patents may be held only to keep the
competition from developing the inven-
tion. Some countries have tried to over-
come this through compulsory licensing. If
a patent is not worked by the owner within
a certain number of years and if the
owner of the patent refuses to grant a
license, an applicant may petition the
government for a license. The United
States does not have compulsory licens-
ing.

A third issue is the question of the
effects of patents in developing countries.
One of the major concerns is the stipula-
tion which allows the owner of a patent to
maintain exclusive rights to import that
product into the country. If the owner
does not produce that product in the
developing country, no technological
transfer takes place; domestic production
does not increase; and the price for the im-
ported product may be higher than in a
competitive situation. Because ap-
proximately 84% of the patents issued in
developing countries are owned by non-
nationals, and only 5% of all patents
issued in third and fourth world countries
are actually worked in the country (4}, this
is more than a theoretical concern. In ad-
dition, the costs involved in establishing
and maintaining a patent system are high.

Finally, some critics feel that though in-
centives are necessary there may be bet-
ter alternatives. Proposals include the use
of bonuses and inventors® certificates. In
the Soviet Union and in many other so-
cialist countries, most patents are issued
in the form of certificates which give ex-
clusive rights to the state but allow royalty
payments to the inventor.

Variations among Countries

Approximately 120 countries have some
form of protection for inventions; and al-
though the specifics may differ on the
most important issues, the similarities are
more striking than the dissimilarities. One
discrepancy was mentioned above: that is
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the granting of exclusive rights versus the
right of excluding others from making, us-
ing, or selling the invention.

There is also considerable variation
among countries as to what is considered
patentable, the one exception to this vari-
ability being the almost universal exclu-
sion of scientific discoveries of a “law of
nature.”” The United States’ system
allows for a relatively large class of
patentable inventions. In this country
processes, machines, manufactures, and
composition of matter are all allowable
classes if they fulfill certain other condi-
tions. Included in this definition are
general, chemical, electrical, and
mechanical patents. Examples from a
recent issue of the Official Gazette, the
weekly publication of the Patent Office,
include a baseball, hair dye, a process for
recovering metals from ore, and an
overhead conveyer. In the United States
these inventions are protected for 17
years; after expiration the inventor loses
the right to exclude others from using the
invention. Patents are not renewable ex-
cept by a special act of Congress.

In addition, there are two other subject
matter areas for which a patent may be
obtained: designs and (botanical) plants. A
design patent is one that protects the
ornamental appearance of a commercial
product. Examples are chairs, shoes,
photocopy machines, and even airport
complexes. Design patents may be ob-
tained for 31y, 7, or 14 years. Plant
patents are issued for new asexually re-
produced varieties, with the exception of
some tuber plants and those which grow
uncultivated.

The above list may seem to cover most
areas of endeavor, but certain types of
subject matter have been ruled to be ex-
cluded. Most often mentioned are
methods of doing business, certain inven-
tions utilizing nuclear materials, printed
materials, computer programs, and those
activities which only require mental steps.
A patent is granted for the tangible form
of an invention, not the idea.

Many differences between U.S.
practice and that of other countries center
around categories such as pharmaceuti-
cals and food which are permissible under
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