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Railroad Libraries' 

The  sketches of l~braries  wl~ich follow 
a r e  intended to illuetrnle the interest in  
railway liternture tmd the interests of ra11- 
wags in literature. No attempt has been 
made to  include all evcn .of the important 
railwag collections. Such bibliographies a s  
t h e  Index to the Library of the American 
society of civil engineers, Par t  I;  Railroads, 
N. Y. 1881; Catalogue of the Hol~lcins rail- 
way library, Palo Alto, California, 1,498; and 

the Collective catalogue oC hooks in fourteen 
American libraries relating to railway eco- 
nonncs, l~repared by the Bureau oC railway 
econoni~cs, Chicago 1912; fnrnish a guide 
to the 1)articnlar items relating to railroads. 
The slIetrhes, preparecl for the most part by 
those closely associated with the libraries, 
will furnish a gxide to the general charac- 
tenstics oll the collections m~cl their leading 
features. 

THE LIBRARY O F  THE BUREAU OF RAILWAY ECONOMICS AT WASHINGTON. 

It was a noteworll~y and statesmanlilie that has produccd the gresed  conditions. 
thing for the railways to  establish an  or- I11 short, it involvcs the organization and 
ganization "for the scientific study of trans- ~naiutenance of a llbrary. Establ~shed on 
portation problems." Such study involves August ls t ,  1910, this library now contains 
~ u t i e n t  and, for  the railway irlterests, long approximately 40,000 items-books, Pam- 
uncompensated pursuit of the fundamen- phlets, n ~ a g a ~ i n e  excerpts and maps. 
tnls  underlying the reciprocal rights nnd The firs1 function of the library being the 
obligntions between tlie public and the rail- acquisition of current printed material, ap- 
ways. I t  d e lnu~~ds  an  acquaintance not only proximately 200 daily, weekly and monthly 
with t he  condit~ons surrounding the  t rms -  publications are examined not only for the 
portation industry reflected in the regula- articles thereh contained, which are duly 
tions enacted by state. and federal bodies, ~ndexed, but also for notes of current ma- 
tlie statistics prepared by the colnpanies term1 such as  speeches on ra~lway topics, 
themselves o r  by the regulating bodies, the documents and hearings in the state and 
scntilnents of business men, statesmen, federal congresses, briefs and decisions in 
f lnnncier~,  and railwaymen, but also an ac- the morc imgorta~lt rases in state and fed- 
quaintanco with what is  past and donc era1 courts, aud the appearance oC railway 

*This number of ''Special Libmries" was prepared by theBureau of Railway Economics. Wash~npton, D. C. 
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company reports and reports of the railroad 
and public service commissions of t he  vari- 
ous states. 

In  addition the general Amcrican peri- 
odical literature, as  well as  practically all 
of the  forelgn periodical literature, must  be 
watched and tlte official railway publications 
of foreign governments procured. 

.The next functlon of the library is in pro- 
viding material for statistical and historical 
comparison. This involves the completion 
of se t s  of railroad company reports, railway 
commission reports, government official re- 
ports, the standard railway periodicals. I t  
involves also the acquisit~on of oficial 
sources of mformation on taxation, on labor, 
and on general statistics a s  well a s  the 
maintenance of sets of financial year books 
and periodicals. 

A most important function of the lihrary 
lies in its "readiness to servo." It pos- 
sesses, for example, what is  in all proba- 
bility the most extensive collectioll of boolrs 
and articles relating to government owner- 
ship of railways to be found in any single 
library. It  is  also endeavoring, in connec- 
tion with the federal valuation of railwtlys, 
to acquire printed material bearing on its 
l~istorical ~ ~ h a s e s ,  inasmucll a s  so n111ch of 
the original source material has been swept 
out of existence by fire and flood. I t  is  
therefore acquiring reports on location, re- 
ports of engineers on canstructio~l, charters, 
agreements of consolidation and corporate 
histories of companies in addition t o  those 
books and articles and documents appearing 
on the  various problems of valuation. 

The  11hrary of the Bureau has succeeded 
in solving, i n  part a t  least, a problem of 
great i~nportancc to libraries. It ac t s  as  a 
medium of exchange in rnilway duplicates 
between them. A few libraries, such a s  
that of the London school of econo~nics and 
Yale university, send to the Bureau each and 
every cluplicnte of railway boolrs, pamplllpts 
or periodical numberfi, though the innjority 
of them do not  have the organization neces- 
sary t o  do t lm.  Thcir extra possessions, 
however, are  open to the Bureau of railway 
economics Hbmry and there have been se- 
lected from these duplicate collecLions such 
large numbers that a larger number of items 
have been handled than are contained in 
the Bureau library itself. A large number 
of these items become par1 of the Bureau 
collection, forming an important source of 
accession, bu t  the other items have bcen 
placed in libraries where they were needcd. 

T h e  co-operative worlr outlined above 
would not be  possible hut for the mainte- 
nance by the Bureau for its own information 
and use as well as  for the use of inquirers 
of a catalog of the railway contents of an 
increasing n~imber of libraries. This  work 
was begun by  the publication of the Collect- 
ive catalogue in 1912. In the preparation of 
this catalog, the library of the Bureau re- 
ceived cordial assistance from those in 

charge of the other thirteen libraries in- 
cluded in the  work, a n d  the  Bureau has 
since added, or is in course of adding to 
tho catalog in its card-form, notation of 
railway  terns in upwards of fifty other im- 
portant collections. Cards in this catalog 
are filed in the Bureau undcr both a classed 
subject arrangement and  under aulhor, the 
author cilrrls bearing t h e  symbols signifying 
the various libraries where the items may be 
found. Under the subjects, periodical arti- 
cles and analyticals a r e  entered. The cata- 
log, therefore, is expandil~g into a bibli- 
ography. 

The  Bureau library, by  a rmmenlen t  with 
the Library of Congress, furnislles catalog- 
ing copy on titles of boolrs in t he  possession 
of t he  Bureau, but no t  in t he  Library of 
Congress. This copy is printcd on galleys 
and on cards and, being widely distributed 
and bearlng the legend "Title furnished by 
the Bureau of m ~ l w a y  economics," advises 
all libraries of this  class of ou r  nccessions. 

Still anot l~er  form of co-operalive work, 
of sen4ce to railway students and  libraries, 
is t o  be founcl in tho bibllogragl~ies, printed 
and typewritten, whicll a r e  prepared by  the 
Bureau library. Among those printed may 
be mentioned: Commerce court, Full crew 
laws, Government ownership, Use  oP Rail- 
roads in war. 

A gcneral survey of the  library will dis- 
close that i t  includes t he  standard textbooks 
on al l  cconomic phases of railway activity 
and on account of the broadening scope of 
the inquiries addressed to t h e  Bureau n 
large number of important technical trca- 
tises. 

The  library also includes a fair  representn- 
lion of the railroad associations, among 
them the publications of the Central freight, 
Joint t raf ic  and Trunlc line associalions. 
It a140 possesses a few parts of t he  pro- 
c e e d i n ~ s  of the old Soi~ t l~er r l  railway and 
s tesmsl~ lp  associat~on; the proceedings of 
the Amcrican rnilway associatlorl, those of 
the American railway master  lnechanics ns- 
sociation from 1900 and  of t he  Master car  
builders association from 1903. 

The  stockl~olders reports, except as  to the 
older companies, are  we11 represcnled, those 
of t h e  Pennsylvania railroad nncl some of 
its subsidiaries being completc and thosc 
of t he  Baltimore and Ohio approxin~ateIy 
so. Railroad mortgages, charters, reorgani- 
zations are now being added a s  opportunity 
offers. 

T h e  Bureau possesse8 a s e t  of Ihe Rnit- 
way age, the  Railroad gazette, and  the cur-' 
rent publication, the R a ~ l w a y  age  gazette, 
complete except for a fcw numbers in tlle 
earlier volumes. A se t  of the Railway r e  
view is  complete from IS90 to  datc, A se t  
of t h e  Railway world is  complete except for  
a gap  bctween 1882 and  1889. Of tlle ra re  
American railroad journal t he  l l l~rary  has 
succeeded in acquiring by odd volumes, and 
even by numbers, a se t  which with t he  as -  
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sislsnce of a loan from James I-Iillhou~e, 
Esq.,  of New Iqaven, is practically com- 
plete from the first number, 1832 t o  1876. 
T h o  publications of the railroad c111bs are 
fair ly well represented. The publications 
t h o  varlous railway orders and those of tile 
railway companies tl~emselves arc also rep- 
resented but cscept in a few cases cannot 
b e  said t o  be complete. 

The  documents re la t~ng  to railroads con- 
tained i n  tlle federal numbered series have 
been acquired i n  rather notahle number 
from a s  early a dale a s  1828 and imgortant 
hearings belorc thc committees of Congress 
i n  which railway matlers were treated and 
which a r e  not i n  the numbered series are, 
we believe, fairly represented. 

A beginnil16 has been made, as  t o  state 
documents and thc library now has those 
of llle s ta te  of New York in very large num- 
bers  from 1864 down, including on loan from 
James  Ilillhouse, Esq., a set of the scarce, 
t l~ongh much referred to, Hepburn commit- 
t ee  hearings of 1879. Virginia, New Hamp- 
shire, Vennont, Connecticut and Pennsyl- 
vanla railway documents are fairly reprc- 
senLed by  a n u n ~ b e ~ .  of the Important items 
i n  each, though the  collections are no1 large. 
T11c library has  also practically complete 
s e t s  of t h e  railroad cominission~ and public 
utilily boards reporls of the various states. 

The  Uurcau has, of course, a lull set of 
t h e  reports and deoisions of the Interstate 
commerce commission, and quite a number 
oe briefs in imporlant railroad cases before 
t h e  Commission, the Commerce court, and 
t h o  various district courts, and t he  more 
recent decisions in the Suprenle court in 
railway cases. 

The  sets  of Poor's manual of railways, in- 
cluding the 1860 volume, Moody's manual 
(of railways), Moody's analyses a re  com- 
plete and  thanks t,o tlie courtesy of Mr. H. 
T. Newcomb our set of the, Census reports 
i s  complete from the 10th clown with tlle 
ubstracts from 1840. Through tlie courtesy 
of John B. Daish, Esq., the library has a 
complete sct of the Globe and Record except 
f o r  seven  volume^ 

For  general financial information the li- 
brary ha s  secured a se t  of t h e  Commercial 
e n d  financial chronicle with i ts  forerunner, 
I-Iunt's merchants' magazine, which while 
lacking several importan1 volumes we still 
hope t o  render completo because of its im- 
portance in reference worlr. 

Foreign railways a re  represented by a se- 
lected number of general treatises, histories 
of individual roads, and in the case nf the 
English companies, by stoclrlplders' reports 
f o r  periods ranging (rom 5 t o  25 Years. Of 
t h e  official reports 01 the various foreign 
governments the  Bureau possesses complete 
o r  approximately complete sets, in  the case 
of Great Britain, f r o p  the late 70'8, France 
from 1877, Prussia from 1878, Italy from 
1905, the Netherlands from 1891, Belgium 
from 1886, Switzerland from 1885, and the 

reccnt years of the British colonial posses- 
sions, those of India, however, going back 
to 1884. 

The library has for general information re- 
garding the foreign roads a full set oP the 
Revue gEn6rale des chemins de fer, a set 
of the Archiv fur Elsenhahnwesen which 
lacks only the first 2 years, a set of the 
Proceedings of the International ra~lway 
congress except for the 1st and 2nd sessions, 
and of the Bulletin in the English edition 
from 1R96 to date, except for 6 numbers. 
We have been receiving the Railway news 
since 1910 and are making an effort to carry 
i t  back and a l ~ o  to secure the earlier num- 
bers of Herapath's journal. 

Other general periodicals such as the Traf- 
fic world, Public servlce regulation, and 
Trade and transportation are present in 
fairly good sets. 

A vast amount of important information 
is contained i n  the ten tliousand numbered 
folders. These articles are taken from such 
general peendicals a s  the North American 
revlew (from 1vh1c11 the library has a very 
considerable number of the railroad articles 
which have appeared), Fortnightly review, 
Forum, Nineteenth century, American re- 
view of reviews, The Revue dconomique in- 
ternationale (from which we also have a 
considerable nuinbcr of railroad articles), 
Revue des deux mondes, Economiste fran- 
gaise, Scientific American, Scientific An~er- 
ican supplement, American law register, 
American lam review, Banker's magazine 
(London), Engineering magazine, Engmeer- 
ing news, Harper's magazine, Nation, Cos- 
mopolitan, McClure's magazine, Gunton's 
magazine. 

There is a very slight representation of 
boolcs on railway law. 

While the dominant purpose of 'the li- 
brary is to provide current boolrs, articles, 
documents so that information provided by 
the Bureau shall be the latest available, it 
must not be forgotten that today has its 
roots in yesterday and that the yesterdays 
were the todays of the past. The questions 
of prime interest to railway people have an 
hislor~cal setting and no sound econonlic 
progress can be made without the precise 
knowledge of the tendencies growing out of 
the past. The same service w11ich i s  ren- 
dered by tlie library of today in collecting 
the pamphlets, periodical articles and books 
which reflect the thought on railway ques- 
tions of today was performed by the library 
wli1c11 In 1887 collected the similar hterature 
without wliicl~ the Act to regulate commerce 
lacks adequate explanation. 

The library of tlie Bureau, therefore, wel- 
coines the addition of old time-tables, train 
rules, maps, engineers' reports, as by means 
of them not only the con~parisons made nec- 
essary by present-day questions can be an- 
swered, but also such special qnestlons can 
be nlet as those listed below, which are 



SPECIAL LIBRARIES 

taken a t  rcmdom from those addressed to 
the  Bureau: 

Tho prices of rails, ties, and other ma- 
terial for railway construction during 
the last  twenty or thirty years. 

IIistory of the Camden and hmboy rail- 
road. 

Profile of an abandoned p a ~ t  of a well- 
known railroad's right of way. 

Rates of pay of loconlotive engineers and 
firemen, train conductors and brakemen 
"as far  back a s  possible." 

Time consumed and rates of fare betwcen 
New York and Washington in 1860. 

Early development of t he  Union Pacific 
railroad with special reference to the 
government aid received. 

Llat of writings of all . the Interstate com- 
merce commissioners. 

Query regarding the Alexandria, Loudoun 
& Hampshire railroad. 

An account of railroad land grants. 
marly flnancing of the railroads of the 

Uniletl States. 
Manner and date of construction of cer- 

tain roads now mcrged with olher sgs- 
tems. List presented by United Slates 
Senator. 

Rooks relating to railways published prior 
to 1830. 

AIal~s of the railroads of the United States 
by decades. 

In short the Bureau has had inquiries for 
physical and tramc s ta t i s t~cs  by decacles not 
only for the railroads of the  United States 
but for those of the entire world. Such in- 
quiries are, of course, welcomc, but they 
cannot be met  unless we a re  able to fiecure 
tl~rough our friends material which for the 
most part is storcd i n  attics or buried in 
cellars. 

SPECIAL R A I L R O A D  COLLECTIONS I N  GENERAaL L IBRARIES.  

;A: Collection of Railroad Books in the 
Library of Congress. 

The  Library of Congress ranks high 
among general libraries for the extent and 
variety of its boolts on the railroad and i t  
should not be overlooked that tlle value 
of the boolrs to a n  investigator 1s much en- 
hanced by the fact  tha t  they form part of 
t he  largest collection of books in the  west- 
ern hemisphere. When the  investigation is 
broader and includes railroads only a s  a 
part,  perhaps no library affords such fa- 
cilities as the  Library of Congress. 

The  books have not been kept together as  
a distinct collection but, conforming to t he  
general plan, they are parts of the sections 
on engineering, on economics, and on law. 
On rallroad engineering t h e  volumes and 
pamphlets represent n practically complete 
collect~on of the material copyrighted in 
America and in American periodicals and 
the  transactions of societies is correspond- 
ingly rich. In foreign languages, however, 
only the most important publications will 
be  found. 

The  number of books and  pamphlets on 
railroad economics is  not b y  any means in- 
dicated by the number shelvecl in the 
c lass  "HE." In a general library if a book 
t rea t s  of railroads incidentally, however vi- 
tally, it i s  likely to  be classed where its 
main interest lies, but nevertl~eless such 
boobs must be included i n  the reclconing. 
The  Library of Congress serving as  the 
reference library of the national legislature, 
every effort has been made, to have this 
section complete for all such questions as  
tlle relations between the railroads and thc 
state, federal control, government owner- 
ship, rate regulation, etc., t h e  relations be- 
tween the railroads and  labor, and the re- 
lations between railroads and  the general 

public. The  collect.ion of federal documents 
i s  completd and thc Library of Congress 
probably contams more si.ale documents 
than any other single institution. During 
the last few years s1)ecial efforts have been 
made to complete the  sets of statistical 
pub,lications of all governments. The Isle 
John Russell Young made n well rewarded 
ePfort to  secure some of the non-cogyrighted 
lnatcrial relating to Anierican rullways, 
such as  the annual reports of companies, 
their legal and economic histories, and the 
reports of railway engineers. Thc Library 
of Congress has a complele se t  of the hmer- 
ican railroad journal, of which only three 
full sets a re  known, and one of the two sets 
of the folio volumes of the Railroad gazette. 

The same incentives wl~icll operale for 
completeness in the  economic section hold 
good in the law section. The collection of 
English and Amencan railroad law is prac- 
tically conlplete and tlle reports of the fcrl- 
era1 and state courts a r e  also without gaps. 
In foreign law all the ilnportant works have 
been acquired. 

Tho Library of Congress has published 
the following lists representing their rnil- 
road collections: 

Federal control. Select list of references 
on federal control of commerce and cor- 
poration. 190% 
Second issue, with additions, 1904. 
List of more recent works on federal 

control of commerce. 1907. 
Third issue, with additions, 1913. 
Special aspects and &pplicntions. 1914. 

Government ownership. Select list of ref- 
erences on government ownership of 
railroads. 1903. 

Railroads. A list of boolrs (with refer- 
ences to periodicals) on railroads in 
their relation to the government and 
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the public, wit11 al~gendix containing 
li8L of references on t he  Northern se- 
curities case. 1904. 
Second issue,  1907. 

Select l is t  of  references on t h e  valuation 
and capitulization of railroads. 1909 .  

Select l i s t  of bonk8 on railroads in foreign 
countries. Governmental regulation. 
3905. 

B: T h e  Hopkins Railroad Library at 
Stanford Unive.rsity. 

Early i n  1892 Mr. Timothy Hopkins, of 
S a n  Franc isco ,  cx-treasurer of the South- 
e r n  Pacific compnny, gave to  the Leland 
S tanford  jr. university library his  personal 
collection of books r e l a t~ng  to  railroads. A 
deep  i n t c r e s t  i n  the questions which affect 
t h e  r ~ l a t i o n s l i i p  of railroads t o  those whom 
t h c y  s e r v e  l e d  t o  the  gradual formation, by 
Mr. hop kin^, of a library embracing the 
mos t  impor t an t  worlrs on railroad economics 
a n d  managemen t  in the United States, 
which rece ived  a valuablc addition in 1883 
b y  the  acq l i i s i t~on  of the worlcs relating 
mainly t o  t h e  railroads of Great  Brltain, 
collected by  Blr. F. Brougliton, who had oc- 
cupied h igh  positions not only on lines in 
Great  Br i ta in ,  but in Canada and the  United 
States. Tlle great  need of having tho prob- 
l e m  oP tra~isportat ion adequately repre- 
sented nt some  seat of investigalion as  a 
universi ty led Mr. hop kin^ to  transfer his 
valuable collection t o  the Stanford univer- 
s i ty ,  nnd  t o  makc  provision for  i ts  pcrnia- 
nen t  main tenance  and extension. 

The  initla1 problem relating t o  railroads, 
both i n  gene ra l  and in particular, is that of 
"location," t h e  condit~on of t h e  road, and 
t h e  count.ry ovc r  which it is to  run. Strange 
t o  say,  t h e  literature of this  important 
branch of t h e  subject, which seems an in- 
viting iield f o r  theorizing, is  very  meager. 
'l'llc establ ishment  of milroads, among other 
changes, introcluced many new faclors into 
t h e  s t a t u t e  bonlrs of the  countries inter- 
ested. Laws were required to liar~nonize 
t h e  conflicting elements introduced by this 
addition t o  civilixation. From the first, 
moreover, governments have reserved the 
right to g r a n t  or withhold permission for 
t h e  Iruilcl~ng or all lines. Jn t l ie  course of 
time "decisions" have been given under 
these l aws  i n  the courts, and have been 
duly r epo r t ed  i n  many volumes. And many 
t r c a t i s e , ~  h a v e  heen written with a view to  
reconciling t h e  decisions with t he  law and 
with e a c h  other .  I t  was found, too, that  
t h e  o rd ina ry  processes of l aw failed to  
meet  all t,he exigencies of the new state  
of aKzirs  Duties of an  unexpected charac- 
ter  r ema ined  to  be undertalrcn by  the gov- 
ernment .  H o w  these duties of inspectio~i, 
of direction and  of ownership have been 
tl.eated i n  various countrie,~ forms the il- 
lustrat ive s i de  of the  great economic prob- 
lem usua l ly  termed tilo "railroad question," 
(I question which has been wri t ten of from 

every standpoint, and with every degree of 
warmth, that ignorance, experience and 
learning make possible. 
Of much greater value and importance 

than these theoretical products are t l ~ e  re- 
Ports of tlie governmerital oficials of rail- 
roading. In Great Britain, a t  first each new 
question or difficulty which claimed legisla- 
tive consideration was referred to a select 
committee of either House of Parliament. 
Soon t h ~ s  continual readjustment of com- 
mittees resulted in the estabhshment of 
more permanent commissions, which in turn 
developed into the Railway department of 
the Board of trade. This department has 
acquired great power, and has exercised 
i t  mainly in collecting returns on various 
subjects from the cornpanles. The result is 
evident in the voluminous series of reports 
on "accidents," "signal arrangements," 
"brakes," as  well a s  many special reports on 
matters of particular interest. In this 1.e- 
spect the British colonies have followed the 
example of the  mothcr country, and from 
India, Canada, Cape of Good Hope, Natal, 
tlie divisions of Austral~a, and from New 
Zealand come annually the reports of com- 
missioners and commissions. 

Many of our own sietes found it neces- 
sary, a t  a conlparatively early date, to make 
measures for the protection of the public 
interest and safety, And here again the 
legislative committees developed into rail- 
road commissioners, with more or less 
power and varying duties. The passing 
years have left behmd them an ever increas- 
ing number of annual reports from the rep- 
resentatives of almost every state in the 
Union, reports wliicli contain most valuable 
materlal for a consideration of the railroad 
developn~ent of this country. The interest 
of the general government is manifested in 
tho eslablislinlent of the Interstate com- 
merce commission which is not only a n  in- 
vestigating and reporting body but a court. 

On the other hand, the activities of the 
individual railroads are represented by a 
large and varied literature. The numerous 
t reat~ses which deal with the special lcnowl. 
edge required in laying out and constructing 
a railroad, a re  a necessary addition to a 
railroad library. England, France, Germany 
and Italy have each added their quota of 
general worlrs to this division of the sub- 
ject. Not only so, but it would seem that 
every item connected wiLh roadbed and 
track must have its bevy of writers Scarcely 
less extensive is the literature of railroad 
lncomot~on The history of the origin and 
growth of the locomotive englne seems a 
favorite topic, and receives extensive sup- 
port from catechisms' and other practical 
treatises intended for instruction in the 
running and management of engines on the 
road. 

For the use of technical students the Hop- 
kins library has endeavored to gather to- 
gether, in addition to such works a s  are 








































