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Special Libraries Association
Meeting-—-Eastem District

New Haven, Friday and Saturday
December 8-9, 1916

General Subject: Co-ordination

Meet at Public Library (EIm and Temple Streets, north side of the Green)
unless otherwise announced

Herbert O. Brigham, State ILabrarian of Rhode Island, will preside.
“SEEING NEW HAVEN." TFriday, 3:00 P. M,

FIRST SESSION, FRIDAY, 4:30 P. M.—"SPECIALIZATIONS.”

The Libraries of New Haven, Willis K Stetson, Librarian, New Haven, P. L.
The Special Libraries of Yale. Andrew Keogh, Librarian, Yale University.
Library Specialties. Informal discussion, led by Herbert O. Brigham

Announcement: Opportunities for visiting the libraries of New Haven,

SECOND SESSION, TFRIDAY, 8:00 P. M.—“INFORMATION RESOURCES."

Survey of the Field. George Winthrop Lee, Librarian, Stone & Webster
Information (learing House of Boston, Lewis A. Armustead, Labrarian, Boston Elevated
Railway. General discussion, opened by selected speakers.

THIRD SESSION, SATURDAY, 10 30 A, M.—"TEAM WORK AMONG LIBRARIANS.”

Bibliographical co-operation, sponsorships, and other forms of co-ovdination. Discussion
opened by Messrs. Frederick Warren Jenkins, Librarian, Russell Sage Foundation,
and Qeorge S. Godard, State Libraman of Connecticut.

Announcement: Opportunities for visiting libraries of Hariford

(i. W. Lee, ("hairman, Easfern Districet, 117 Milk St., Boston.
H. (. Wellman, H. . Brigham. J. (x. Moulton,

HOTELS ($1.50 and up): The Taft, The Bishop, The Garde, The Duncan.
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A Clearing House for Civic and

Social Activities

By R. E Miles, Director, Qhio Institute for Public Efficiency,
Columbus, Ohio

When a chamber of commerce, a city club,
or charity organization sociely contemplates
starting a new undertaking in the civie or
social field, it frequently begins, and quite
prudently, by inquiring what similar work
has been undertaken in olher places. By
such inquiry it hopes to get helpful sugges-
tions of what to do, and somelimes equally
helpful suggestions of what not to do,
When the other places which are working
along similar lines happen to be in the same
state and the problems confronted are such
as to require statewide interest and action,
the inquiry may prove useful as the prelimi-
nary step toward establishing co-operation.

These are some of the ideas which have
led the Ohio Institute for Public Efficiency
to initiate s clearing house of civic and so-
cial activities, particularly with reference
to Ohio. The clearing house endeavors (L)
to gather such reports as are available, 1n
much the same way as municipal or legis-
lative reference libraries, and (2) going one
step beyond. to list the organizations which
have been or are at work upon a common
problem even when no report has been com-
piled or 1s available. The information is
gained through questionalres sent out seve-
eral times a vear and through the reports
issued by the several organizations. By
means of suitable filing and cross reference
arrangements, this material will in course
of time afford a fairly comprehensive view
of (1) the kinds of civic and social activi-
ties which are being carried on in a given
place, and (2) the places where a ecommon
civic or social activity is being carried on.

Valuable aid in locating the organization
from whieh information should be sought 15
afforded by a directory, “Social Service Or-
ganization in Qhio,” compiled by the Ohio
State Board of Health,

It will be scen that the completeness of
the information contained in the clearing
house records will depend upon the co-opera-
tion of the organizations in furnishing the
desired information when requested. It is
believed that this co-operation will be pro-
moted by the fact that the clearing house is
at the service of all its participants.

The clearing house just described is one
of the functions of a Department of Social
Service which has just been organized by
the Ohio Institute for Public Efficiency and

which will begin active work on July Lst,
The object, methods and procedure of the
Department may be outlined somewhat as
follows:

Ohject.

Promotion of program for Ohio leading
to (1) ultimate elimination, as far as possi-
ble, of dependency and delinquency as forms
of social waste, and (2) the establishment
of progressively higher standards of living,

Methods.

Investigation of conditions underlying
and causing dependency, delinquency, and
low standards of living.

Framing and promoting measures for the
removal of such causes,

Promoting elficiency of administration in
public and privatie instilutions, depariments,
and agencies which affect social conditions,

Means Employed.

Gettmp betier leamwork among social
organizations in the state.

Maintaining eclearing house of informa-
tion on social activities, methods and ve-
sults.

Promoting conlinuous interchange of
views among the social interests of the
state.

Conducting spceial surveys when sueh
may be helpful

Endeavoring, through painstaking study
of new social proposals, to render them so-
cially and economically sound.

Inltlatmg new measures when necessary

The Department has been established at
the request and with the support of social
workers of Ohio with the purpose of cen-
tralizing social effort in the state. Instead
of organizing various special agencics such
as child welfare leagues, state chavities as-
socialions, mental hygiene societies, etc,,
each of wluch maintains its own staff and
finances its own program, the department
of social service will undertake to include the
speclal activities within a single broad pro-
gram formulated and promoted through a
widespread co-operation among the social
interests of the state. It is hoped by this
means to avoid considerable duplication of
effort and overhead expense and to develop
gr;ztater effectiveness in sccuring social re-
sults
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Co-operation Between Libraries and the
Engineering Profession ~

By Kenneth Walker, Technology Department, Carnegie Library,
Pittsburgh, Pa

In the last copy of the Chio Brass Bulle-
tin there appeared an article about a man
once in ‘the employ of the Patent :Office,
This man resigned in 1883 because, as he
said, “Everything inevitable had been in-
vented and there would be no further need
of his services.”

This is somewhat my state of mind here
today. In suggesting co-opération between
the two bodies mentioned it seems as if li-
braries were doing very nearly 4il that they
could in some lines. In fact [ have in my
possession a letter from an engineer with
the American Bridge Company which says,
“As far as my limited observation goes, the
libraries are at present doing most of the
co-operating

This state of mind is further enhanced by
the receipt ol the notice from the Library
of the Engineering Societies entitled, “Pre-
paredness for Service,” and the pamphlet
from the Information Clzaring House of
Boston describing its service.

However, to quote from the article which
T am about to use as mv text, “The trouble
ig that these efforts are generally individual,
and have not been fully correlated.”

With the article in mind which I will
shortly read, 1 approached the President of
this Association for the purposez of secur-
mg & Round Table discussion of this matier
of co-operation. The outcome is this paper.
I may further say that in the letter written
in answer to this request the President
stated, “There will, of course, be nothing to
hinder your procuring anyone you wish to
participate 1n a general discussion. This,
of course, will be most satisfactory.”

I will read the article to follow which I
shall use as my text.

This article appeared in the Engineering
Record for March 20th, 1915, and reads as
follows:

“One of the unfortunate things about the
literajure of engineering is the way in
which valnable material is scattered through
periodicals, In spite of all books on lechni-
cal subjects which are published, a great
and vital mass of data never gets into them,
or appears only in scant references, often
to papers which if referred to precisely at
all, prove to be inaccessible. Very much
valuable information creeps into papers
which would be for one reason or another
omitted from a carefully ordered book. The

*Address delivered al the annual meeting of the Spe-
il Labravies Association, Asbury Parl, June 30, 1918,

upshot of it is that the busy engineer, in
trying to obtain suitable data, 1s frequently
at a loss to get at the sources, which results
in a very considerable amount of unneces-
sarily repeated work and collateral investi-
gations which never get published at all.

“There are in Lthis country a large group
of engineering libravies of great value col-
lectively, but not suitably coordinated. Of
course, the splendid collections of the engi-
neering socielies in New York, with some
allied groups in the same city, form a source
comparatively accessible to those in the im-
mediate vicinity. In other cities special li-
braries exist which probably conlain unique
matter of great value practically unknown
even to the librarman., United effort is just
beginning to take effect, and efforts are be-
ing made to.furnish bibliographical and
other information.

“The trouble is that these efforls arve gen-
erally individual and have not been fully
correlated. Would it not be possible te form
an association of engineering libraries in-
cluding technical depaiiments of public li-
braries, which could work out in co-gpera-
tion a systematic scheme for 1endering
more available the facililies of the country?
Such an arrangement would include, sooner
or later, a general catalog of engineering
books, periodicals and pamphlets in posses-
sion of the various member libraries, ref-
erence to which could be simphfied by car-
rying out on a larger seale what is already
done here and there in the preparation of
bibliographies on special topics. To do the
work would necessarily require considerable
expenditure, but it would be money and time
well spent, The natural scheme would be
for the engineering societies throughout
the country to contribule toward the great
work to be carried out for the cormmon good.
The library forces of all engineering li-
braries would be al once available to direct
the work, if they could be relieved of the
heavy c¢lerical burden which would have to
be assumed. The first step would naturally
be a roster of the engineering periodieals
brought up to date, and a catalog of at least
those engineering works published within
recent vedrs. The former would constitute
a work parallel to that already carried out
for periodicals in general, but more care-
fully specialized and subdivided with refer-
ence to purely technical matter. The latter
would work out in practice as a condensed
catalog of a first class engineering library
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plus additions from other affiliated libraries.
It is a big task, one must grant at the out-
set, but in the long run a profitable one to
engineering societies and schools.

“In connection with this a special system
of inter-library loans could be worked out
with great advantage. The great libraries
of the country are for the most part notably
courteous in this particular, and their good
will needs simply to be organized for secur-
ing maximum effectiveness. When the task
here suggested can be carried out it will be
possible for the first time for one engaged
in engineering research to get access, at
comparatively little trouble, to information
which is now accessible only after long
hunting if at all. The beginnings of this
work of collation have fortunately been ef-
fectively made, warranting the belief that
their extension to far more complete useful-
ness is not an idle dream.”

As I read the above it seemed to me that
this Association was peculiarly well fitted
to be the association asked for in the ques-
tion, “Would it not be possible to form an
association of engineering libraries, and
tachnical departments of public libraries
that could work out in co-operation a sys-
tematic scheme for rendering more avail-
able the united facilities of the country?”’ Is
not that question answered by Section II
of our Constitution, which reads, “The ob-
ject of this Association is to promote the
interest of the commercial, industrial, tech-
nical, ecivic, munieipal and legislative refer-
ence libraries, the special departments of
public and university libraries . ., . ete”
There we have the engineering libraries an
the technical departments of not only the
public libraties, which was all that was
asked for, but the special departments of
university libraries. We have now been or-
ganized for six years. We have some of the
very best material within our ranks engaged
in active work. In fact, are we not special-
ists in this very thing that is sought by the
question put in the article quoted? Are we
not, then, just the ones to undertake such
co-operation and co-ordinating?

I believe we are, and it is the purpose of
this paper, to see if we can not stir up
enough agitation to make the thing go and
thereby promote what is a signal opportu-
nity for this Association.

At no time has the need of information,
printed or otherwise, been in greater de-
mand. This country is in the midst of in-
creased activities mnever before realized.
Every facility for producing is being taxed
to its utmost.

Already one of the warring nations has
realized the value of the work of the public
libraries and special requests have been
placed with the government asking that the
work of the publie libraries should not hbe
curtailed. A notice of this action appears
in the April number of Special Libraries
and reads in part as follows, “By cramping
the power of the public library today they
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were . going to seriously diminish
its usefulness in the important work which
must be dealt with after the war. Libraries
were being used to supply information
about industries that other countries had
the monopoly of. In this way people were
preparing for the future, and only the pub-
lic libraries could collect and disperse such
information.”

If such be true is it not reasonable to
suppose that it will be far more true of our
highly specialized libraries?

Some one has said that countries today
are so closely related that the burden of one
must be shared in time by all. While that
statement was intended largely for the
financial relations it is not stretching the
imagination to suppose that it is true to
some degree of industrial and engineering
relations.

Without doubt the warring nations will
have so crippled their industries and allied
professions that they can not alone cope
with the tremendous reconstruction to fol-
low. Since we are the only great nation not
crippled by war it does not require a very
vivid imagination to picture the probable
demand on this country for aid to the bel-
ligerent nations in their reconstruction. In
fact, this country is already in the market
for such material.

Given such conditions as pictured, we can
foresee where a greater necessity of the
special library idea will weave itself inte
the engineering and industrial fabric of the
country. If then we are not sufficiently co-
ordinated in our facilities, which is most
certainly true, why shouldn’t we be? Do we
not exist for the very purpose of “Promot-
ing the interest of the commercial, indus-
trial, technical, etc.” libraries? What great-
er interest is there than pushing a maove-
ment that will render the material in these
special collections more available?

Presupposing thal this Association has
acted upon the above and plans are about
to be formulated by the committee chosen
from the outcome of this agitation, here
then are some of the steps leading to active
operation.

Let me say at the outset I do not present
these steps in, or with any degree of au-
thority, or finality. My object in present-
ing them to you 1s that we may have some-
thing to attack and knock down, something
to begin on to prove or disprove the advisa-
bility of action on the part of this Associa-
tion,

The firsl step has already been pointed
out in what preceded this part of the paper.
It 15 the assignment of libraries already
strong in one subject the sponsorship of the
subject for which it exists. In other words,
obtain a roster of sponsor libraries. This
assignment of responsibility for one phase
of an undertaking is a recognized tenet of
modern scientific organization. Only by as-
signing to one source the responsibility of
one or certain specified duties or subjects



SPECIAL LIBRARIES

can one be sure of knowing where to turn
for information on that subject. Otherwise
we shall spend wasled time in trying sources
where we think the information should he.

Having our roster of responsible sources
or libraries, the next step is to publish the
st of such libraries. This list should be
distributed widely and to the most effective
places. Perhaps I should say here that with
these sponsored libraries, suitable sub-spon-
sored libraries, or agencies distributed re-
gionally should be made effective in order
that the maximum convenience and accessi-
bility be the resultant.

In the quotation chosen from the text
there is this statement, which is a logical
sequence of a complete roster of sponsored
libraries, “The first step would be
a catalog of at least those engineering works
published within recent years.” And again,
Mr. C. W. Andrews in his paper on “The
Field of Cooperation Between Libraries of
Learning,” in the May Library Journal,
says, “Every group of libraries offering as-
sistance to scholars should have a joint
catalog of the more important works in its
possession ”” Undoubtedly this is true It
should be noted as expressed in the text
that this catalog will not only scrve the pur-
pose of a joint catalog of the collections of
each library, but will serve as a standard
engineering library.

Right here let it be said that not only
should an inventory of each lLibrary’s re-
sources bhe taken, but all resources where ad-
ditional information of wvalue can be ob-
tained as the N. E. L. A. question box and
similar organized information sources of
other associations. Similar sources of in-
dustrial houses should be gathered. In note-
ing the additional resources the degree of,
or terms of use should be dctermined.

Inter-library loans will naturally play an
important part in this co-operation. T can
de no better than to quote Mr. Andrews
again., His words on this matter are,
“Every such library or group of libraries
should make provision for copying by pho-
tography such material as the libiaries are
willing {0 have thus reproduced. From the
experience of the John Crerar Labrary it
may be stated that this service will not be
limited to rare and expensive works, but
will be of even more use in making available
articles in current periodicals and new
books too mueh in demand to go out on the
inter-library loans, or in saving expense of
the borrowing library as often the copies of
the article is less than the cost of trans-
portation of the complete volumes. There
should be a convenient codification of the
practice of infer-library loans. This code
should state the general principles under
which requests should be granted, and, if
possible, an agreement as to the maximum
time desirable, and the discussion of this
code should include the question of charging
a small fee in addition to the cosl of trans-
portation, to cover the cost of correspond-
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ence. This code might well give desirable
forms and instruections.”

The next problem is to educate your clien-
tele in the use of the library service. Mr.
W. P. Cutter, in his paper on “The Techni-
cal Library's Ficld ol Service,” read at the
Oclober meeting of this Association says,
“This is the most difficult step; for unless
you can find out very specifically what a
man wants you will not only waste your
time iq looking up information which is
not desired by the client, but you make him
skeptical of your ability to help him. . . .
Be sure, therefore, that you know what is
wanted.,” Those of us who have done any
reference work realize the full mmport of
those words, but who under the sun is go-
ing to help the fellow who asks a question
whieh ean vequire only one answer, and that
the right one to the question as put. For
instance, when a person asks you, “How far
is the Hudson river navigable?”’ you imme-
diately find the only answer to thal ues-
tion and give it to the questioner, only to
learn that “What he really wanled to know
was how far is it salt?”

A problem connected with smooth and
efficient operation of the sponsored libraries
is that of standardizalion of operating de-
tails. Such would include, as hinted pre-
viously, the standardization of inter-library
loans, also of operations of frequent occur-
rence within each library. Standardization
would not only promote unification, which is
most desirable, but permits that detail
work be done by assistants, thereby leaving
for the work of the librarian the work of
the executive—creating and directing.

Up to this point little or nothing has been
said of the person in charge of these spon-
sored collections. By virtue of the fact that
certain collections have been assigned a
given sponsorship it is to be supposed that
the executive of such a collection is an able
person. These executives to my mind must
be more than catalogers, classifiers, and ref-
erence workers; they must be what Mr.
C. B. Fairchild jr. has aptly called the fu-
ture special librarian—the consulling an-
alyst.

Any undertaking cannot be successfully
launched without making itself known to
all it 1s intended to benefit, In other words,
whatever the outeome of this paper for co-
operation with the engineering profession
may be, publicity must play an important
part.

Publicity may be obtained in many ways.
The columns of the technical periodicals,
of course, offer one of the best sources. In
fact, much of the success of this undertak-
ing, if carried through, will depend upon
the co-operation ihis source of publicily will
lend to the proposed plan. Whatever ap-
pears in the columns of the technical peri-
odicals must be forceful and persistent. In-
termittent occurrence of work of this sort
will render little effective aid.

Most of the important technical periodi-

b ey ]
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ntry devote a given space in
';a]gsiv(’efnﬂﬁi,ﬁ%'ér t(})’ book reviews and allied
matter. Within this space well directed ef-
forts on the hehalf of promoting co-opelation,
as outlined might well appear. As book re-
views themselves appear the symhols repre-
senting the sponsored libraries which have
the publication being reviewed might be at-
tached. A list of questions asked and an-
swered within a certain period might be
published in this space.

Mentioning the above leads me to suggest
that all the sponsored libraries should keep
a file of questions asked and answered, Of
course, one does not expect simple questions
and guestions where the source of answer
is very obvious to be kept within such a file,
By recourse to these files of questions the li-
brarian will have a barometer of the de-
mands on his or her library. If intelligently
interpreted and studied they can give forth
much information otherwise only vaguely
known, if at all. A weekly record of ques-
tions asked and sources of answers sent to
other libraries in the sponsorship chain
would be the means of keeping each in more
intimate touch with the other, and would
undoubtedly do away with duplication of
work as well as affording new and unex-
pected sources to the answers of many ques-
tions.

Such in part are some of the germs of co-
operation and coordination which, if prop-
erly nurtured, should breed a healthy co-
ordinated body for fulfilling the request,
“Would it not be possible to form an asso-

ciation of engineering libraries and techni-
cal departments of public libraries which
could work out in co-operation a systematic
scheme for rendering more available the
united facilities of the country?”

Let us then gather a committee now while
the technical press is with us, as instanced
by the article chosen as my text and many
like it, and the engineering profession as
witnessed by the work being done toward
accomplishing a satisfactory technical clas-
sification.

To summarize then there should be (1) a
committee chosen from this Association
with a possible advisory or consulting com-
mittee of interested engineers, (2) this com-
nuttee should work on a roster of sponsored
libraries, (8) there should be published a
list of the sponsored libraries and distrib-
uted widely and effectively, (4) the publi-
cation of an index of at least the important
works of each collection, (5) a suitable code
of inter-operation, (6) education of the cli-
entele in the use of the service which will
partly come under the heading of publicity,
(7) the consideration of the introduction
into engineering schools of instruction in
library practice based on practice now fol-
lowed two years with satisfactory results
by Mr. Hendry of Pratt Institute Library,
in exchange for the unorganized instruc-
tions and problems now carried on in cer-
tain engineering schools, (9) rounding up
of all additional information as previously
mentioned, (10) well directed publicity.

The Foieign Trade Bureau of the Busi-
ness Men's League of St. Louls maintains a
section which devotes 1ts entire attention
to the translation feature of foreign trade
development. The hureau is equipped to
make translations in Spanish, Portuguese,
German, French, Itahian, Dutech, Russian,
Swedish, Norwegian, Polish, and Hungarian,
and by special arrangement with translators
in the city the service is extended to other
languages.

A membership in the Business Men's
League entitles the member to 100 commer-
cial-letter translations of 100 words free of
charge, additional letters being charged for
at the rate of 1234 cents per letter of 100
words The translation service, however, is
not restricted to members of the organiza-
tion, but mmay be used by any business con-
cern, the rate to nonmembers being 25 cents
per letter of 100 words for commercial-let-
ter iranslations and 50 cents per 100 words
for the translation of legal documents and
catalogues.

Many of the firms for which translation
work is done regularly have authorized the
secretary of the bureau to sign their letters
for them, and the method of procedure in
such cases is as follows: A supply of the

stationery of the clients is kept on file at the
hureau, the chlients mail their letters for
translation to the bureau, the transfation 18
made by the bureau and the letter signed
by the secretary in the name of the client
and mailed direct to the addressee, and a
copy of the translation mailed to the client.
In this way a saving of al least 24 hours in
time is made in the dispatch of letters, and
in the case of out-of-town clients the time
saved may be even greater. All translations,
of course, are treated in a confidential man-
ner.

During 1915 the bureau translated 16,000
letters hesides a number of catalogues, cable
codes, and legal and consular documents.
At present it has i hand the translation
and printing of 5,000 Portuguese booklets
for circulation in Brazil for an out-of-town
chent

That the translation service of the Foreign
Trade Bureau is a distinet aid to manufae-
turers is indicated by the fact that outside of
St Louis use is made of it by business con-
cerns in Memphis, Tenn.; New Orleans, La.;
Quincy, Highland, Alton, and Springfield,
I1l.; Jefferson City and Seneca, Mo.:;
Charleston, Miss.; and Keokuk, Iowa. [U. 8.
Commerce Reports, Ap. 3, 19167
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Special Libraries

PUBLISHED BY THE
SPECIAL LIBRARIRS ASSOCIATION
Monthly except July and August.
Editorial and Publication Office, Indlana Bu-
reau of Legislative Information, Indianap-
olls, Ind.
Entered at the Postoffice at Indianapolis, Ingd.,
as second-class matter,

Subgeription...... $2.00 a year (10 numbers)
Single copies...c.vvv v saean 26 cents
President..,....coovenivnnn, C. C. Willlamson

éhtmlclpa.l Reference ILiabrary, New York
1ty

Vice-President......oovvviuenns 0. B. Norman
ilﬂelzople’s Gas, Light and Coke Co., Chicago,

Secretary-Treasurer. .....vvo.... John A, Lapp
Bureau of Leglslative Information, Indian-
apolls, Ind.

EXECUTIVE BOARD

Prealdent, Vice-President, Secretary-Treas-
urer, D, C. Buell, Educational Bureau of
Information, TUnlon Paclfic Ry. Omaha,
Neb., Elizabelh V Dobbins, American Tel-
ephone and Telegraph Co., New York City;
A, L Bostwlick, Municipal Rcference Li-
hrary, St. Louls, Mo,

Managing 1ditor of Special Libraries;—John
A, Lapp, Bureau of Legislative Tniorma-
tion, Indianapolis, Ind,

Agsistant Tditor, [8thel Cleland, Bureau ot
Legislative Information, Indianapolig, Tnd

CUONTRIBUTING EDITORS

I, N. Morton, United Gas Improvement Co.
Philadelphia,

H. H B Mever, Library of Congress
N, N Handy, Insurance Library Association.

(Miicial Index to State Legislation—1917,
The Service Consists Of
A weekly cumulative Index to all legisla-

tion enacted and proposed, in all of the 42
legislatures in session during 1917.

Each Number Contains:

1, Under each state, a numerical list of all
bills and resolutions introduced in each
House, showing introduction number, date
of introduction, introducer, subject, object,
effect, and chapter number, if enacted, or
legislative position at the date of publication
of the current number of the Index, or at
as late a date as mail transmission makes
possible,

This mformation is arranged so that one
desiring to check every item of legislation
may do so gquickly and be certain not to have
missed anything.

2. A classification of all hills by subjects,
arranged alphabetically, and a subdivision
by states.

Both features have been the subject of
exhaustive experimentation for the purpose
of achieving the best possible form and the
greatest thoroughness.

How the Index is Compiled.

The data which forms the basis for the
work of the editors and compilers is fur-
nished daily by State Legislatures, State
Legislative Reference Bureaus, State Libra-
rians, and other state officers, and the edit-
ing and publishing is done by the Law Re-
porting Company of New York City, with
branches at Washington, Chicago, Kansas
City, San Prancisco and New Orleans.

The entire work has been carried on un-
der the auspices and direction of the na-
tional associations of the State Librarians
and the Law Librarians, acting through their
jomnt committee.

After several years of experiments, in 1916
the Index was regularly issued each week,
but, although it was considerably used it
was not extensively advertised as the Joint
Committec desired first to ascertain the
practicability of the scheme, its usefulness,
and whether il could be gotten out regularly
and on time.

All these details have been satisfactorily
proved by the experience of the past year,
and the Joint Committee desires to call gen-
eral attention to the publication, and urge
subscriptions so that it may be put upon a
self-supporting basis.

Those YWlo Have Used the Index.

1. Officers and attorneys for corporations
and firms doing business in all or many
states who need to watch legislalive action
Im several states for the protection of their
interests.

2 Commiercial organizations, whose mem-
bers’ interesis are similarly affected.

3. Legislators desiring to keep in touch
with legislation in other states.

4 Libraries whosc patrons are interested
in legislation.

5. Research bureaus, investigators and
students whose work calls for prompt
knowledge of nmovements looking toward
changes in social, economic and correctional
matters,

Now the Index Has Been Used.

1. To give prompt and authoritative in-
formation regarding all legislation and to
show a subscriber whal matters of interest
to him have bhecn enacted or introduced in
one ol more states,

2. To make 1t possible for subsecribers to
ascertain promptly what particular laws and
bills to send lor or to inquire about.

3 To check up advance nformation sent
by special legislative agents, so that a sub-
scriber may be sure that nothing has been
overlooked.

4. To show what laws are enacted months
before session law volumes are ready.

5. To give, 1n the subject index of the final
volume for the year, a key to all state legis-
lation of the year, not to be found in any
other publication.
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