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From the Guest Editor 
By definition, the SLA Networking Committee is expected to "...keep informed of current 

developments in networking at the national, state or provincial, and local levels, and disseminate 
information about these developments to the members." Networking Committee members 
discussed various means of informing SLA members about issues and accomplishments in the 
area of library networks at the 1988 SLA Winter Conference in Williamsburg. We talked about 
submitting an article to Special Libraries, but as thc meeting progressed it became clear one article 
would not be sufficient. After the meeting, I presented ideas for two articles to the editor of Special 
Libraries, and was delighted when she sug,gested we do an entire issue on different aspects of 
networking and cooperation among special libraries. 

Our authors have contributed articles describing several specific networks. As guest editor, I 
present definitions of networks, types of networks, and reasons for networking. JoAnn Segal 
provides an additional look at multitype Library networks and the role of special libraries within 
them. The important influence of technology on library networking and theeffect technology has 
had on access to information is addressed in an article contributed by Pat Molholt. 

Margaret Linden's article is on the Chevron Library Resources Network, and will interest othcr 
information professionals interested in intmlibrary corporate networks. Douglas de- 
scribes the network of state agency libraries in New York state and the effect tlhe network has had 
on improving access to quality information throughout the state. Although agriculture librarians 
have cooperated informally in the past, only recently has a formal network of ag,riculture librarians 
been considered. Sarah Thomas describes the development of an agriculture network, the United 
States Agricultural Information Network. 

Most definitions limit llbrary networks to formal agreements among meinber libraries, but 
informal relationships are as important. Guy St. Clair examines various aspects of interpersonal 
networks and discusses their importance i n  providing quality library and information services. 
Finally, Sharyn Ladner reviews the involvement of SLA in networking issucs and concerns of 
SLA members. 

Our authors' articles on different aspects of networking are welcome contributions to the 
growing body of literature about networking activities by special librarians. They review the past 
and dcfinc the present, and may help special librarians identify appropriate networking activities 
for the future. 

Beth Paskoff 
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From the Editor 

Networking, whether a librarian is calling a neighboring information professional 
on the phone or using OCLC or UTLAS to obtain information for the user, enhances 
the special information profession. This issue of Special Libraries was put together 
to inform you, members of the special library and information profession, of the 
different types, aspects, advantages, and disadvantages of formal and informal 
networks. 

I would like to thank guest editor Beth Paskoff for her assistance in compiling this 
special issue. Ms. Paskoff is a faculty member of the School of Library and Informa- 
tion Science at Louisiana State University and a past member of SLA's Networking 
Committee. Ms. Paskoff was a tremendous help in obtaining and revising articles. 

I would also like to thank Raven Mclvillc, SLA Secretary of Publishing Services, 
for her assistance in producing this issue. 

Maria C. Barry 
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