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Minutes of the Special Libraries Association

Louisville, Kentucky,

FIRST SESSION

June 25, 1917, A.M.

The ninth annual mecting of the Special
Libraries Association was called to order by the
President, Dr. C. C. Willumson, on the tenth
floor of the Seelbach, at 9.30 A.M,

“The mo-called libranwn’s real province’ by
Matihew Brush, President of the Boston Lle-
vated Railway was read hy Mr. Lee of Boston.

Dr. Paul H. Nysivom of the Internalional
Muagazine Company presented an unusuil con-
tribution of special Kbrary Dterature m hus
address “The business library as an investment ”

Then [ollowed the presudential address by
Dr Wilhamson, printed in this ssue of Sruciat
LIRRARIES.

Mr. J. E. Titzgerald, chicf of the cditorial
divigion of the Bureau of Foreign and Dunestic
Commerce spoke of “A governmoent system of
filing commercial information.

Mr, I, I, Judd, also of the Burcau of Foreign
and Domestic Commerce, ealled attention to
the exhibits of interest to munufacturers who
engage in export trade.

SECOND SESSION
June 26, 1917, A.M.

The president called the meeting to order in
the Red Room of the Seelbach  The general
topic for diseussion was ‘Qualities and tramning
necessary [or busmess librarians.”

The first paper on “Library school courses asg
training for business hbrarians” was read by
Miss Josephine A, Rathbone, Viee-Director of
the Piatt Tnstitute School of Library Seienece.

Mi. Ralph L. Power of the College of Busi-
ness Administiation of Boston University was
the next speaker who took as lus subjeet “Busi-
ness cduention for business hbrarians,”

Mrs. Cora Hinkins Tarrar, House Librarian
of Sears and Rochuck, spoke of “The personal
cqualificalions of the business librarian.”

A discussion was then opened led hy Miss

June 25 and 26, 1917.

Lthel M. Johngon, librarian of the Women's
Iiducaticnal and Industrial Union, 13oston,

THIRD SESSION
June 26, 1917, P.M.

The third scssion was called to order in the
Seclbach Red Room by President Williamson,
the general topic of 1he meeting being < Relation
of the special business library lo the public
library.”

The first speakor was Miss A. R Tasse, ehief
of the cconomics division New York DPublig
Library. Miss Hasse spoke about “Publi
versus special lhravies,”

“Whatupublielibrary eannatdo for the husiness
man’’ a paper by Florenee Speneer of the Nulion-
al City Bunk was read by Miss Adn MeCormicl,
Cleveland, municipal reference hibraran.,

Mr. G, W. Lee, Stone and Webster librarvian,
Boston, was the last speaker on {he progriun
with “Oneness i hibrary work” as his subject.

FOURTH SESSION
June 25, 1917, P.M.

The fourth session announced as a husiness
meeting, time o be announced, was held be-
tween the first and second sessions, Il s to be
regretied that those who areanged the program
time of the Special Libravies Moectings (and
they were not moembers of the Assaenation)
did not have the foresight or bronduess of mind
Lo avoid confliction of Specinl Library Sessions
and Seetion Meetings {0 a lesser dogree,  Soma
confliction i8 necessary but not to the extent of
the Loulsville meeting,

This meeting in the Red Roont was ealled to
order by Dr. Willinmson  The names of oflicors
clected upon motion of the nominating com-
mittee are gven in this fssue,  Iiduorial stadl
as announced in 1his number were elocted nt the
Txeculive Commitlee meeting in New York on
July 28, The report of the Seerclary-treasurer
wus postponed until the auditing of books al
a later date.
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Presidential Address of Dr. C. C. Willlamson

Louisville, Kentucky, June 25, 1917

The Special Libraries Association has begun
this morning 1ts Ninth Annual Conference. Inun-
other year we shall be eelebrating our tenth anni-
versary. The mere fact that the Association
will have rounded out an cven decade of
cxistence inevitably suggests u review of what
has been accomplished and a serious considera-
tion of the future uscfulness of the Asgociation.
Too many asscciations long outhive their use-
fulness. After aceomplishing some definite and
worth while objeet, they hinger on because that
is the line of least resistanee I take it that the
oryggmal object of the Speeal Librarvies Asso-
clation was to emphasize the essential dilferences
hetween speeial and general libraries, to cstab-
hsh a definite status for this new type of li-
brary, and generally, in the language of 1ts con-
stitution “to promote the interests of the com-
mereinl, mdustrial, technieal, cwvie, municipal
and legislalive reference libraries, the specal
departments of public libravies, universities,
welfare associations and business organizations.”

As your President for the larger part of the
past. year, 1 huve endeavored m such ways as
were open to me to promote the mterests of
these hbraues. Simple honesty compels me o
aamit, however, that it i difficult to point to
definite results achieved. Perhaps the mere
fact that such an association exists may have
been of some value.

Reports from various Dietrict Members will
be presented at the business session  These
reports will show a gratifving progress in some
loealitics and complete lack of activity m others,
A successful conference of the New England
speetal Iibrarians was held in New Haven last
December, when steps were tuken to form a
loeal organization similar to that which has been
in existence in New York for the past two years.
The New York Speecial Libraries Association
now has a membership of about one hundred
dues-paying members, or about twice as many
individunl memberships as tluis Association it-
self haws.  Some 300 of our 350 members appoear
to be librarics, busmess concerns, and other
instilutions, which, of couse, furnish fAnancial
support, bul in most instances add nothing to
the personal resources of our organization. The
New York Association holds four regular meet-
ings a year, which have been very well attended.
The programs of informal diseussion of topics
of special interest to certan distinet groups of
Iibraties have usually been accompanied by
exhibits of the special methods and nctivities
of the libravies in such groups. These exhibits
arc now on file in o central location where they
are frequently consulted by those who are
organizing new libiaries and by persons fitting
themselves for special library work,

Our New York Association has o Committec
on Employment which has printed o carcfully
devised registration blank lor persons who wish
to take up speeial librmy work or are willing
to make o change. These registiitions are on

file with the Charrman of the Committee‘and
are frequently consulted by employers. Com-
Iittees are also at work on o union list of scrials
m the financial district and on a duplicate
cxchange system. .

1 wish it were possible Lo present o list of the
special librares organized during the past yoar.
A few of them have been reported in Brrciav
Lisrsnies but many more failed to receive
mention. One of the most significant of the new
husiness librazics is that started in Februavy
by the United States Rubber Company. This
company having decided to establish a research
and ‘gencral business library procecded upon the
correct theory that the most important thing,
if not the only really importu.nt thing, is to gel
the right land of a librarian. It is o pleasure to
record that after a thorough canvass of availuble
candidates, Miss Sarah B. Ball, of the Newark
Business Branch, was chosen.  Sinee the middle
of February, Miss Ball has been engaped in the
inspiring task of producing a library from the
begmning, unhampered by a wmass of dead
material and inherited methods and traditions.
You will presently hear {rom the library of the
United States Rubber Cowmpany.

A noteworthy cvent in {he speeinl lLbrary
world was the appointment of & Commilice on
Libraries of {he American Tleotric Railway
Association.  Of this Committee Mr. L. A,
Armistead, Iibrarian of the Boslon Elevated

-Railway, is Chairman. A eclearing house of
material of special interest to clectric railways
has been orgamized. Two copies of all publi-
cations msucd by cach company or by ils at-
torneys are to be forwarded to the secrelary
and each member 15 compiling for the Com-
mittee a list of pamphlets, articles, reports, ele.,
having to do with his own ecompany. Very few
clectric railwuy concerns have as yel established
libraries of their own, but this action on the
part of the Association will most likely lead in a
short time to a libiary department in oll lurge
companies.

Our program for today and tomorrow con-
centrales our attention upon the organization
and problems of business libraries, This con-
centration upon one class of special librarics
seems cnfwely justified, for two reasons. By
far the larger number of individual members
are engaged in busmess library work, and,
sccondly, for some reason the development of
business libravies has received a tremendnus
impetus during the past year. The reason for
this increase of interest may be accounted for
i part by the spread of the gospel of cfliciency
which requires, of course, an efficient, nformation
serviee  Undoubtedly, also, the war has hud
much to do with 1t. Business has been con-
fronted with new conditions and new problems
to be solved for which experience and the usual
sources of information have proved to be in-
adequate. Dusiness men have been forced to
study, to investigate, to search for data which
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can be found, if at all, only in widely scattered
relatively inaccessible forms of printed matter.
The need for a specialist in the collecting and
handling of this literaturc has erested an un-
usual demand for business librarians. This
condition will continue for an mmdefinite period
and I confidently anticipate that the number of
special librarics will increase more rapidly than
ever in the next few years,

Any comprehensive review of ihe events of
the year in the special library world should not
fail to mention the mauguration of so important
o publication as the Business Digest, a weekly
cumulative review and summary of a wide
range of information which will he of great
assistanee to librarians and also, of course, to
business men who are without a library service.
I believe business libraiians will also agree with
me that a noteworthy cvent was the publication
of a “business lihrary” number of the ILnbrary
Jowrnal., I will confess that as I read that
sxecllent issuc, 1 felt sorme disappointment that
this Association had not been sufficiently alive to
busincss library interests to have published this
material in 1ts own official organ rather than to
have left it to a general library publication.

Two regular activitics and two only arc
carried on by this Association, namely, the hold-
ing of the Annual Conference in conjunction
with the A. L. A, and the publication of the
official organ cntitled SrEciAL LIBRARIES.

The holding of some kind of an annual con-
vention seems to be essential to the cxistence
of any organization of this charvacter. I have
noted with some surprise that leading members
of the Association question the advisabilily of
holding the annual meeting at ihe same time
and place as the A. I. A, In arranging this

ear’s mecting, a majorily of the Ilxecutive

oard considered it advisable, however, for one
reason or another, to continue for the present
the custom of meeting with the parent asso-
cintion. But there scems to bc a feeling that
we ought to break away and assert complete
independence as soon ag possible. How wide-
spread that fecling is T do not know, nor are the
advantages to be gained by such a course at all
clear to me. I refer to the mgtter here in order
thal members may he thinking about it and
be preparcd (o cxpress their views later. It
may he rernarked in passing that at leasl one
of our most active and mfuential members
wishes to see a scparale organization given up
cntirely, our interests being merged oncc more
with the A. L. A.

A number of suggestions have been made for
improving, or at all evenls for changing, the
character of our monthly journal, SpmCiAL
LisrariEs I believe the feeling is fairly gen-
eral that the journal might be much more vital
in our everydasy work., By far the larger part
of the individual membership of the Association
is among business hibramans and future growth
of membership must apparently be locked for
chiefly in this field. It would, therelore, seem
desirable that the official o1gan should in & very
real sense become the professional journal of
the business Librarians, a medium for the inter-
change of ideas and a clearing house for a wide
range of topics in which business and other

librarians arc interested. In the course of a year
hundreds of items and articles appear in trade
and technical papers which would intevest
members of the Association if it were possible to
reprint them or abstract them in the columns
of Srecran Ligraries. Special libranans of all
kinds are also interested in knowing what their
{fellow workers are doing—clhange of positions,
new lbrarcs started, important developments
and personal items of all kinds. More of this
kind of material would make us all look forward
eagerly to ench month's issuc.

I record these suggestions with no littlo hesi-
tation, for I realize that it is much easier to
pomt out what is deswrable than it is to do it.
Under present conditions the work of editing
the journal 1s largely & labor of love and anyone
who is competent to fill the position of editor is
alrcady fully occupied with other imperative
dutics. It would seem, however, that the work
might be so distributed among the membership
of the Associntion that the burden of each would
not be great. The present Editor has valiantly
shouldered the entire responsibility. I venture
4o suggest that cvery member who has ideas as
;0 ways in which he would like to sce the journal
developed should be prepared Lo make them
known to the Iixceutive Board. If it were pos-
gible to select an Iixecutive Board with sufficient
respect for geographical considerations to make
possible a conference at least five or six limes a
year, I fcel confident the results would be very
gratifymg to all concerned. It 1s not by any
means an casy matter to secure the kind of co-
opcration I have in mmd, The bulk of the work
will {a]l in any case upon a few individuals but
everyone should be given o chance to contri-
bute his “bit.”

After 1 was elected by the Executive Com-
mittee to fill the vacancy caused by the in-
ability of Mr. Morton, to serve as President, I
concerved the idea of finding out what the con-
slitution provides in regard to the arganization
and management of the Associntion, our finan-
cial status, and whal commiltees are m exis-
Lenee and supposed 1o be at work.

Begmmning on the constitution, aflter con-
suderable search I found in one of the carly
issues of SpmCIAL Lipraries what I supposed to
be the omginal document. Not having access
to all minutes since it was adopted, I wrote to
the Secretary for an up-lo-dute econstitution
containing all amendments. As I never hemd
from him, I infer that he 13 no betfer off than
I am. I rccommend, therefare, that the officers
to be elected this year should make an effort
to codify past legslation and constitulional
amendments and have the result printed in
Spmcian Lirraries, 1 am sure it would be of
use to the ofheers and might also be of interest
to the membership at laige.

The origimal constilulion which I dug up
scemed to provide seven standing committees
and m addition to these seven I happened to
have heard of othcrs. Huving no other source
of information, I appealed to the Secretary’s
office for a list of committecs supposed to be in
exislence. To this question no answer wus
received so that T agam inferred that the Seere-
tary is as much in the dark as the Presdent.

LN
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I recommend, therefore, that the constitution
be amended to provide that the life of all com-
mittees shull terminate at the close of the annual
meeting, unless they are speatfically reappointed,
Committees whose work 1s not finished and
which show a disposition to be active can, and,
of course, will be reappointed. Personally, I
do not believe that the Association can take
cllicient action in any direction when loaded
down by numncrous committees that are doing
nothing and do not know themselves whether
they are dead or alive.

In the matter of finances I asstmed from some
knowledge of the usual practice in organizations
that the Executive Board would have some re-
sponsility in the matter of incurring financial
obligations and expendmg the funds of the
Association. It seems that in this respeet too,
I have taken my duties too sexiously., The only
information I have been able to sccure [rom the
Scerctary-treasurer’s offire seems lo 1ndieate
that the Association is in the hands of the
Sceretary-treasurer acting as recewver for an
insolvent concern and hoping to show a small
swplus at the end of the year.

Believing, as I do, that no organization can
thrive without full publieity with repard 1o 1ts
affairs and without lollowipng what all ex-
perence shows to be sound business methods, [

recommend that the officers to he clecicd this
year procecd at once to formulate some standard
practice and then follow it. I am confident
there is a large ficld of usefulness for this Asso-
ciation if a way can be found to utihze the
personal resources of ils membership more
fully. It seems to me not unrepsonable Lo as-
sume that a moup of at least one hundred per-
sons can he made up who are Dhoth =able and
willing to share the burden of responsihilities
for camying on the proper setivities of the
Association without thought of compensation,
No one underslands better than special and
business librarians the importance of prompt
atlention to lLusiness affairs ancd the mnecessity
of co-operation and team work No usciul
activity can be cartied on by an association
whose membels are content to sit bael and
allow one or two members to do ewverytlhing,
particularly when those willing persons are
already too much engrossed with other matters
to give their personal attention.

Let me in closing express the earnest hope
that nothing I have said by way of criticism or
suggestion shall be misinterpreted. 1 have
simply felt it to be my duty to point out n a
purcly unpersonal way some conditions which
scem Lo me Lo eall for serious eonsideration by
our entire nembership.

The annual report of the Public Libraries
Committee of Nottingham, Ingland, states
that during the past yew a feature has been
made of looks 1o usisl mercantile and manu-
facturing interests m eapluring German trade.
Works have been collected dealing specihically
with after war commoeree and  industries—
textiles, glags, leather, paper, dyeing, ehemicals,
industrial science, metal tradey and so forth.

A large inerease in funds enables the Chiengo
Public Library to gieatly inerease its activities,
It is planned to absorb the Mumeipal Reference
Library as pat of the Public Library in the
City Hall. There will be a down town business
library specializing in the industrial and com-
mercial pursuils of the city. Bulletins, o business
men's information broadside and various lists
will be issued.

The New Yok University Pross has re-
cently issued a hooklet of 24 pages, called Sclect,
Business Books. While the list 15 not exhaustlive
it may be Lauued a catalogue of the best books
on business. Books used in the classes of the
School of Commerce of the Umversity are
starred,

The Indusirial Management Council of
Rochester has established 2 library to specialize
on labar relations, fire and aceident prevention,
ete. Mr. Lewis B, Ermerling is director of the
council and Miss G, D. Aikenhend, librarian

The Council of National Defense through its
woman's committec is establishing a library of

material relating Lo women and children of the
world 1n war, women in industry, c¢hild labor
superimposed by war conditions, ote.  DMiss
Ida M, Tarbell, a committee member, is in
charge.

The Publishers' Weekly for July 14 contains
an excellent article on busmness books. It gives
a brief résumé of “husiness in print” since 1900,
a few words about business libraries, very inter-
esting accounts of busincss book publishers, and
a list, of upwards ol a hundred business books.

“The Business Man’s Library”” is the Litle of an
annotated 31-page list of husiness books puhblished
by the Brooklyn Public Labiary. Tho titles are
arranged by subdivisions of the general term
husiness and as will readily be seen, it is evident
that the list is composed of “‘representative titles
selected from the collection of business books in
the Brooklyn Public Library.”

The National Security League, 31 Pine Street,
New York, has issued “English-T'rench handbook
for use of U. 8. soldiers.”” The pamphlet fits
the poeket und may be obtained in lots of onc
hundred at forty cents the set.

“Information concerning the making and
distribution of pictures that show the activities
of the Army and Navy" is a pamphlet containing
matenn! for those who publish or distribute
photographs, motion pictures or drawings. TFreo
copies may be otained from Lhe Commitltee on
Public Information, Division of Pictures, Whash-
ington, D. C.
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