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TO:  SLA Board of Directors 

 

FROM: Chapter & Division Cabinet Officers 

 

DATE:  14 August 2013 

 

RE:   Board Action on PRAC Recommendation to Joint Cabinet 

 

RECOMMENDATION:  That the SLA Board of Directors ask the Public Relations Advisory Council (PRAC), 

working closely with selected Board members, staff and volunteers, to conduct a special survey of the SLA 

membership. The goal of the special survey is to ascertain members’ opinions regarding the Association 

name. The SLA Board requests that the PRAC avoid bias in the design of the survey and that it publish the 

draft survey and the planned timeline to the SLA Leadership List for consideration and input prior to 

presentation to the Board for approval. The Board requests that the PRAC present its proposed survey for 

Board review at the October Board meeting.  If the survey design is approved, the Board asks PRAC to 

conduct the survey and prepare a report for the Board and the Joint Cabinet by December 15, 2013. 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: At the Joint Cabinet meeting in June 2013, the SLA Public Relations 

Advisory Council (PRAC) presented a recommendation to the Joint Cabinet that suggested the Joint 

Cabinet call for a survey of the SLA members regarding their comfort with considering a change in the 

Association name. A motion was made and seconded at that meeting; however there was insufficient time 

to have discussion and call the question. The item was therefore set aside for future consideration. The 

Joint Cabinet reconvened virtually in late July 2013 and proceeded to discuss and take separate votes 

regarding the original motion and a proposed amendment in the motion. 

 

The Division Cabinet rejected the amended motion but passed the recommendation to the Board with the 

original language (substituting Division for Joint, since it is a single-cabinet action): 

  

“The Division Cabinet recommends to the SLA Board of Directors, to send a short survey within 60 

days, to the SLA membership, as to whether or not they are in favor of a change in the Association 

name (yes; no; not sure but willing to discuss), with no specific name being proposed at this time.” 

  

The Chapter Cabinet voted to keep the amended motion and, after losing quorum and reconvening a week 

later, ultimately passed the modified resolution (substituting Chapter for Joint, since it is a single-cabinet 

action): 

  

“The Chapter Cabinet recommends to the SLA Board of Directors, to (1) send a short survey within 

60 days, to the SLA membership, eliciting their opinions about the Association name, and (2) 

create an ad hoc committee of members of the SLA Board and Joint Cabinet to compose at least 

two questions for the survey within 30 days and circulate them to the Joint Cabinet and SLA Board 

for input. Those questions should be designed to gauge the full range of current member attitudes 

about the SLA name itself as a benchmark, and to ascertain member willingness to discuss 

changing the name, including a full range of response options regarding desirability, time frame, 

and priority level for the organization.” 
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The two actions have been forwarded as recommendations to the Board, and the above recommendation 

attempts to recognize the merit of both positions and proposes an action for the Board based on the 

dialogue in the Cabinets. 

 

FINANCIAL IMPACT STATEMENT: A survey can be designed, vetted and approved by the Board with 

minimum additional staff time or investment. A survey of the membership can be conducted using 

software already available to the Association (SurveyMonkey), and PRAC can administer, monitor and 

report the results, but it will require some staff time from SLA Headquarters to coordinate appropriate 

distribution of the survey to all members so that each member can vote only once. The financial impacts 

of collecting this data should be relatively minor, and there is no requirement that additional funds be 

expended based on the results of this effort.  The Board will decide on next steps to take, if any, based on 

the survey results. 

 

Prepared by:  Richard Huffine, Division Cabinet Past-Chair 

Produced by:  Richard Huffine, Division Cabinet Past-Chair 

Submitted by: Debbie Schachter, Chapter Cabinet Chair 

Kama Siegel, Chapter Cabinet Chair-Elect 

Ulla de Stricker, Chapter Cabinet Past-Chair 

Ann Koopman, Division Cabinet Chair 

Tara Murray, Division Cabinet Chair-Elect 

Richard Huffine, Division Cabinet Past-Chair 

 

 


