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TO:    Board of Directors 
 
FROM:   Task Force on Natural Disasters 
 
DATE:  10 May 2006 
 
RE:    Formation of a Committee on Emergency Preparedness and Recovery 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the Board of Directors create a Committee on Emergency 
Preparedness and Recovery. 
 
RETURN ON INVESTMENT:  With the continuing active interest in emergency planning 
and disaster relief in society today, and with the compassion of SLA members exhibited over 
the past year and a half, now is the time for the Board to make the commitment to the 
membership that the Association will be prepared for future disasters.  Establishing a 
committee as the focal point will guarantee the continued updating and enhancing of SLA 
resources that will benefit the membership.  SLA members will be better prepared to 
confront a disaster, save their collections, restore information delivery, and contribute to the 
well-being of others.  Establishing this committee requires a minimum of resources and has 
the potential to benefit the membership tremendously in real terms and the Association in 
terms of goodwill and public relations.   
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:  This committee is needed in order to carry on and 
institutionalize the work of the Task Force on Natural Disasters.  Although the Task Force 
accomplished much in the area of raising members’ consciousness about disaster planning 
and recovery, there is more to do.  This committee would be charged with investigating, 
developing and communicating additional ways SLA and its members can prepare for 
emergencies and assist with disaster recovery, both on an individual’s organization level and 
on the community level.  In times of crisis, it would be the focal point in SLA that would 
provide guidance for the Association’s response.  Having such a body already in place—as 
evidenced by the timely use of the IPANDA blog by the Task Force for communicating with 
members--would save much time, reduce confusion, and ensure quick action.  The rationale 
is similar to the reasons stated by government agencies and corporations for forming 
committees to be prepared for a flu pandemic. 
 
On an on-going basis, the committee would assist the staff in investigating partnerships 
with other library and information groups, arranging joint planning and training 
opportunities, and continuing to keep the concept of disaster planning and preparedness 
paramount in the minds of SLA members.  SLA needs this committee in order to provide the 
on-going visibility this important professional issue deserves.    
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT STATEMENT:  The Task Force had the specific goal of investigating 
initiatives that would not cost SLA anything.  Establishing a committee meets this 



requirement; a committee makes use of volunteers and requires very few financial 
resources other than a small amount of staff time. 
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